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ADVERTISEMENT. 

TH E extreme utility, ts wcH as intrinfig merit of 
the fdlowifig Work, is fo obviods, that the Edi- 
tor has litt4e more to obferve^ than that it, ^i\\ be 
found equally candid and impartial. 

While, however^ he experiences every fatisfaftion in 
the confidence he has, that it will have its admirers for 
ibme of the fineft reading to be met with, he fuffcre 
i»uch inthe fear he has, of being expofed to the cen- 
Jkrfe of others^ who may probably think he has either 
negle£led them, or failed in the attempt he has made 
to do them juftice. 

In his defence, he thinks it neceflary to reprefent^ 
that the Debates of Parliament, for the laft fifty year% 
were foiii-nd to produce fo many beauties, that it would 
have been afltogetber impraQicable, however defirous 
he might have been of doing it, to have felefted 
them all, at leaft, without running into a very ex- 
pei^ve and voluminous work indeed. He was, there- 
fore, under the painful neceffity of paffing by a number 
of beauties deferving notice, and could only make 
choice <rf tho^fe that were the mod ftriking; determin- 
ing, at the fame time, to give, as much variety, and to 
include as many fpeakers as poflTible. 

Notwithftanding thefe difficulties in the way of ren- 
dering that complete and general fatisfaftion he wilhed 
to afford, he trufts the Work will, neverthelefs, be found 
worthy univerfal patronage and fupport. 

To the Public in general it will furnifli much ufeful 

and entertaining matter, while the Politician, and 

• A 3 Member 
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vi ADVERTISEMENT. 

Member of Parliament in particular, will find it a fburce 
of the moft neceflary information and inftruftion. It 
will be found to contain the Speeches of the firft 
Speakers that e?cr ornamented the Britifli Senate, and 
their opinions on the moft important and interefting 
topics. 

The whole is fo arranged, as to exhibit, in one point 
of view, all the Eloquence, the Wit, or Satire, &c. that 
has been in the Lords and Commons, from the Admi- 
niftration of Sir Robert Walpole, down to the pre- 
fcnt time, with the name of each Member annexed to 
the Beauty afcribed to him. 

Thofe Beauties that would, from the nature of them, 
admit of it, will be found fliort and concife j others 
more at large, either as meriting it from their excel- 
lence, or to prevent their being disjointed or unintelli- 
gible ; whilft fome are feleftcd entirely from the vaft 
mafs of matter they contain, or the great fund of know- 
ledge they poffefs. 

Upon the whole — the Editor flatters himfelf, that 
the Beauties of the British Senate will prove 
particularly acceptable to thofe who have not the De- 
bates of Parliament, and ferve as a valuable companion 
to thofe who have ; nor be thought unworthy, either as 
an elegant or ufeful work, a place in the Library of 
every Gentleman in the Britifli Empire, 

January 265 1 786. 



INDEX 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



N 



D 



X 



T O 



VOLUME THE FIRST. 



Address to thb Throne, 
Page 1. 



MR. Shippen 
Sir Wm. Wyndham 
Mr. William Pulteney 
Mr. Henry Fox 
Watkin Williams Wynne, 

Efqr 
EarlofChefterfield 
Earl of Carteiet 
Mr. Pitt 
Mr. Sandys 
Hon. EdwarH Coke 



.4 
3 
4 
9 

10 

II 

12 

i6 

21 

27 



Anec ootf. Page 33. 



Mr. Sandys 
Mr. Shippen . 
Mr. Pulteney 
Mr. Lyttelton 
Sir Thomas Afton 
Horace Walpolc 
Lord Hervey 
Lord Delawar 
Lord Carteret 
Duke of Argyle 
Lord Chancellor 
Earl of Chefterfield- 
Mr. Pulteney 
Robert Tracey, Efq; 
Mr. Hutchefon 
Hon. Edward Digby 
Colonel Conway 
Lord Clive 
Mr. WilkcA 



4r 



33 
33 
34 
38 

. 38 
40 

40 

40 

42,46 

43 

43 

48 
49 
5" 
5^ 
52 
52 



Lord Irnham S» 

Marquis of Rockingham 53 

Hon. Temple Luttrell 54, 58 

Sir Jofeph Mawbcy . 59* ^i 

Mr. De Grey 64 

Mr. Courtenay 64 

Mr. Burke 6c 

Lord North 66 

Attack, Page 6j. 

Mr. Shippen 67 

Sir William Wyndham 6j 

Colonel Mordaunt 68 

Mr. Pulteney 69 

Sir Rob. Walpole 69, 70, yi 

Lord Gage 72 

Lord Limerick . 72 

Major Selwyn 76 

Colonel Barrc ' 78 

Lord George Gordon 82 

Mr. Fox 82 

Earl Temple 83 

Mr. Rigby 87 

American Affairs^ 
Page 91. 

Earl of Chatham 91 

^Mr. Wilkes gS 

Earl Temple 99 

D uke of Manchefter I o i .'" 

Mr. Burke 105 

Governor Johnftone io5 

Governor Pownall 108 

Sir Cecil Wray ' 109 
A 4 A a M r. 



Digitized 



by Google 



N 



X. 



A R If y^ Page no. 



no, 116 

120 
120 

120, 139 

128 
131 
137 
138 
138 
140 

142 



Mr. Skippen 

Mr. Horatio Walpole 

Earl of Aylesford 

Earl of Strafford 

Dukeof Argyle 

Lord Hervcy 

Mr. Shippen 

Mr. Pultcney 

Mr. Walter Plumer 

Sir John Barnard 

William Thornton, Efq; 

Right Hon.Tho. Towntend 

B R I B B R Y, Page 144. 

Bilhop of Banrgor 144 

EarlofCheflerfield 150 

Civil Lis Ty Page 151. 

Mr. Shippen 151 

Lord Carteret 157 

Duke of NewcafUe 159 

Sir Robert Walpole 160 

Mr. Wilkes 163 

Mr. Dempiler 166 

Commerce and Revenue, 
Page 16S. 

Sir Paul Methnen 168 

Sir Robert Walpole 179 



Mr. Pulteney 
Sir John Barnard 



m^ 



I to 
181 



Depen CEj Page 183. 

Sir Rob. Walpole 183, 184, 187 
Mr. Pulteney 187 

Right Hon. Henry Pelham 192 
Lord Mansfield 194 

General Burgoyne 195 

Lord North 197, 199 

Mr. Hamilton 200, 207 

Mr. Rofe 208 

Major Scbtt 209 

£lo<^u£ nce> Page 215* 

Mr. William Palteney 215 

Lord Noel Somerfet 2 1 7 

Mr. William Pitt 221 

Earl of Chefterfield 225 

Earl of Halifkx 224 

iiord Raymond 226 

Earl of Sandwich 230 

Mr. Shippen 231 

Sir Dudley Ryder 235 

Lord Percival 241 

Right Hon. Mr. Pelham ^45 

Mr. Pitt 249 

General Burgoyne 2^4 
Mr. Fox 256^ 259, 261 

Mr. Erikine 292 
Mr. H. Dundas 399> 303 



tlF^ 



Digitized 



by Google 



E 



O F 



Sir ROBERT W A L P O L E. 



THE commencement of the Adminiftrationx>f Sir Robert 
Walpole, having been judged a proper period for begin- 
ning the Beauties of the Britilh Senate, it may naturaHy be ex- 
peSed that the work fliould be preceded by fome account of 
his life. 

Sir Robert Walpole, whofe political hiftory forms as im* 
portant an xhl as any to be met with in the annals of the Bii* 
tiih empire, was born on the 6th of September, 1674, «t 
Houghton, in Norfolk, and appears to have been educated on 
the foundation of Eton SchooL He was eledted to King's Col'- 
lege, in Cambridge, and admitted in the year i68z ; biit fuc** 
ceeding to the family eftate by the deatli of his elder brother, 
he reiignted his Fellowifaip. 

This great poKtical charafber firft took his feat in the Moufe 
of Commons in the year 1700, for King's Lynn, which Bc^- 
rough he reprefented in feveral fu'cceeding Parliaments; and in 
the year 3705 he had the honour of being nomiiftited one of the 
Council to Prince George of Denmark, Lord High Admiral -of 
England. In 1707 he was appointed Secretary at War^ and m 
1709 was made Treafurer to the Navy, In the year following, 
however, upon a change of the Miniftry, he was removed from 
all his pofts, and continued out of office during the whole of 
the Queen's rclgn. 

In the year 171 1, he was voted by the Houfe of Commons 
guilty of an high breach of truft, and notorious corruption in 

his 
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X LIFE OF Sir ROBERT WALPOLE. 

bis office of Secretary at War ; .and it was refolved, that he 
fhould be committed to the Tower, and expelled the Houfe. 
Upon a cool and difpaffionate review of this affair, it has not 
been thought that there was fufficient proof to juftlfy the fe ve- 
rity ufed towards him; and, perhaps, his attachment to the 
Marlborough Miniftry, and his great influence in the Houfe, 
owing to his popular eloquence, were the true caufes ^of his 
cenfure and imprifonment, as they had been before of his ad* 
vancement. All the Whigs, however, on this occafion, con- 
fidered him as a kind of martyr in their caufe. 

He was re-elefted for the borough of Lynn, and though the 
Houfe declared bis ele6lion void, yet they perfifted in the choice. 
On the death of the Queen a revolution of politics took place, 
and the Whig Party prevailed both at Court and in the Senate, 
and in a few days Sir Robert Walpole was appointed Receiver 
and Paymafter General of all the Guards and Garrifons, and 
likewife a Privy Counfellor. Thefe promotions, it is probable, 
he owed to his having recommended himfelf to the Houfe of 
Hanover, by his zeal for its caufe, when the Commons confi- 
dered the ftate of the nation with regard to the Proteftant fuc- 
ceffion, and the aflurance he procured of the Houfe to the new 
King, upon its Addrefs of condolence and congratulation, 
" That the Commons would make good all Parliamentary funds J** 

On the opening of a new Parliament, a Committee of Se- 
crefy was chofen, to enquire into the conduft of the late Mi- 
niftry, of which Sir Robert Walpole was the Chairman ; and, 
by his management, articles of impeachment were read againft 
the Earl of Ojcford^ Lord Bolingbroke, the Duke of Ormond, 
and the Earl of Strafford. The eminent fervice he was thought 
to have done the Crown and the nation, by the vigorous pro- 
fecution of thofe Minifter?, who were deemed the chief inftru- 
ments of the Peace, was foon rewarded by the extraordinary 
promotions of Firft Commiflioner of the Treafury, and Chan* 
ccllor and Under Treafurer of the Exchequer. 
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LIFE OF Sir ROBERT WALPOLE, xi 

In two years time, a mifunderftanding appeared amongft hh 
Majefty's fervants, and it became evident, that the intereft of 
Secretary Stanhope and his adherents, began to outweigh that 
of the Exchequer, and that Sir Robert Walpolc's power was 
vifibly on the decline. King George had purchafed of the King 
of Denmark the duchies of Bremen and Verden, which his Da- 
oifh Majefty had gained by conqueft from Charles XII. of 
Sweden. The Swediih Hero, enraged to fee his dominions 
publicly fet to fale, conceived a refentment againft the pur- 
chafer, and formed a defign to gratify his revenge on the elec- 
torate of Hanover. Upon a meffage, fent to the Houfe of 
Commons by the King, Secretary Stanhope moved for a fupply, 
to enable his Majefty to concert fuch meafures with foreign 
Princes and States, as might prevent any change or apprehen- 
fions from the deiigns of Sweden for the future. This occa- 
fioned a warm debate, in which k is to be remarked, that Wal- 
pole kept a profound filencel The Country-party infifted, that 
fuch a proceeding was contrary to the Aft of Settlement. They 
infinuated, that the peace of the empire was only a pretence, 
but that the fecurity of the new acquifitions was the real objeft 
of this unprecedented fupply ; and they took occafion to obferve 
too, that his Majefty*s own Minifters fcemed to be divided. 
But Walpole thought proper on this furmife to fpeak in favour 
of the fupply, which was carried by a majority of four voices only. 

In a day or two he refigned all his places to the King. Va- 
rious have been the motives faid to have induced Sir Robert 
Walpole to take this ftep. If the true caufe, however, of his 
defeftion from the Court had been his dlfapprobation of the 
meafures then purfuing, his conduft muft be acknowledged to 
have been, in this inftancc, truly noble and praife-worthy. But 
they who confider the intrigues of party, and that he fpoke in 
favour of thofe meafure$, will find little room to fuppofe, that his 
refignation proceeded from any attachment to liberty or lov^ of 
his country. He refigned, moft probably, with a view of being 
reftored with greater power ; and the number of bis friends, 

who 
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jdi LIFE OF Sir ROBERT WALPOLE* 

'who accompanied him in his refignation, .prove it to have been, 
or at leaft to have very much the appearance, of its having been 
a mere fa£Hous movements 

On the day of his refignation he brought in the Sinking Fund 
Bill, which he prefrnted as a country Gentleman, and which, 
he faid, he hoped would not fare the worfe for having two fa- 
thers, and that his fucceflbr (Mr. Stanhope) would bring it to 
perfeftion. His being called the father of a projedlj which hath 
■fince been employed fo often to other purpofes than were at firft 
^clared, gave his enemies frequent opportunities for fatire and 
ridicule ; and it hath been farcaftically obferved, that ijfic father 
of this fund appeared in a very bad light, when viewed in the 
capacity of a nurfe. 

In the courfe of the debates on this Bill, a very (harp conteft 
took place between Walpole and Stanhope. On feme feverfe 
refle£Hons thrown upon him, the former loft his ufual ferenity 
tof temper, and replied with great warmth and impetuofity. The 
acrimony on both fides produced very unbecoming expreffions^ 
the betraying of private converfation, and the revealing a piece 
lof fecrct hiftory, viz. " The feandalous praHice ef felling places 
4md re^rfiom^^ which occafioned a Member to fay on the occa* 
fion — ** I am forry to fee thefe two great men fall foul of one 
•* another: however, in niiy opinion, we muft ftill k>ok on 
«* them as patriots and fathers of their country : and fince they 
•* have by mifchance difcovered their nakednefs, we ought, ac- 
« cording to. the cuftom, to cover it, by turning our backs 
« upon it." 

Sir Robert Walpole, in the next Seffion of Parliatnent, op- 
pofed the Miniftry in every thing, and even exceeded Wynd- 
hamorShippen in patriotifm. Upbn a motion in the Houfe 
for continuing the army, he made a fpeech of above an hour 
long, and pointed out the -danger of a ftanding army in a free 
country, with all the powers of eloquence. Early in 1720, the 
rigour of the Patriot began to foften, and the complaifance of 
the Courtier tp appear, and he was again appointed Paymafter 

of 
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of the Forces, aod &veral of his friends were found fooit a£ber 
in the lift o£ promotions. No doubt now remained of his en^ 
tire conver£on to Court meafures ; for before the end of the 
year, we find him pleading as ftxongly for the forces required by 
the War-office, as h« had before declared againft them, even 
diougb at this time the. fame pretences for keeping them oik 
foot did not exift. 

He was foon after again appointed Firft Lord of the Trea^ 
fury, and Chancellor of the Exchequer > and when the King 
went abroad in 1723, he was nominated one of the Lords Juf- 
tices for the Adminiftration of Government, and was fworn 
fole Secretary of State. Ahout this time he received another 
diftinguiflied mark of the Royal favour j his eldeft fon, tlien on 
his travels, being created a Peer, by the title of Baron Wal- 
pole, of. Walpde. In 1725 he was made Knight of the Bath, 
and the year after Knight of the Garter. 

Sir Robert Walpole, however, religned all his places on the 
i8th of February, in the year 1741, after having been Firft 
Lord of the Treafury, and Under Treafurer of the Exchequer, 
ever fince the 4th of April, 1721, a courfe of nearly twenty 
years- He had fucceeded the Earl of Sunderland in the former 
fituation, and Mr. Aiflabie in the latter. Three days after his 
refignation, his Majefty was pleafed to create him Earl of Orford, 
VifcQunt Walpole, and Baron of Houghton, and to allow him 
a penfton of 4000 1* though upon his removal, and the altera- 
tions made in the Miniftry, there v/erc public rejoicings in Lon-. 
don and Weftminfter ; but pofterity will be the heft Judges of 
the advantages the nation derived from the change. 

The Qieafures of his Adminiflration, during the long time He 
remained prime, or xzth^rfele Minifter, have been often can- 
v«flcd with all the feverity of critical inquiry. It is difficult to 
difcern the truth through the exaggerations and mifreprefenta^ 
tions of party ; and it muft be left to the impartial Hiftorian to 
fet it in a proper light. The Reader need not be informed, 
that be was long called " The Father of Corruptionj* though, 

perhaps, 
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xiv LIFE OF Sir ROBERT WALPOLE. 

perhaps, he had only been an improver of it ; but notwithftand- 
mg this, and that he boafted that he knew every man's price, 
he found himfelf, at length, unable any longer to procure a ma- 
jority in the Houfe of Commons. 

There is an inftindive propenfity in mankind to think reve- 
rently of the myfteries of Government ; and a perfon who is 
able, in whatever manner, to prefide over the affairs of a nation 
for a confiderable period, is infallibly exalted into a great man. 
Tn purfuance of this propenfity, we have heard much of the abi- 
lities of Sir Robert Walpole. He had a great fluency and rea- 
dinefs of language y and though what he uttered was neither 
nervous nor elegant, yet it had its weight with thofe, who 
eftimate the value of a fpeech by its length, and think' him the 
beft Orator, who can harangue upon all occafions without hefi- 
tation. He was well fkilled in parliamentary bufinefs, and pof- 
fefled a certain eafinefs . of foul, and calloufnefs of fenfation, 
vrhich made him proof againft all attacks, and raifed him fupe- 
rior to every embarraffment. By an unwearied attention to 
figures and calculations, he. had acquired a knowledge of the 
fubjeft of finance, which his fyftem of Government did not 
always allow him to turn to the greateft advantage. That fyf- 
tem was founded on the narroweft and moft deteftable princi- 
ples. As he had never known what it was to be concerned in 
a popular Adminiftration, he was acquainted with no means of 
preferving his power but that of corruption. The maxim which 
he purfued and avpwed is well known. He ridiculed the very 
ideas of patriotifm and public fpirit, thought felf-intereft the 
wifeft principle by which a man could be a<9:uated, and bribery 
the moft elevated and comprehenfive fyftem that ever entered 
into the human mind, ^ 

After this, it is but fair to add, that in the well-known debate 
relating to Steele^ for publifliing the " Crijis^^* he greatly diftin- 
guiflied himfelf in behalf of liberty ; and the Schifm Bill foon 
after gave him a fine opportunity of exerting his powers, and 

appearing 



Digitized 



by Google 



LIFE OF Sir ROBERT WALPOLE. xf 

appearing in the cbarader of the champion of civil and religious 
liberty. 

But whatever objeftipns his minifterial conduft may be lia- 
ble to, in his private charaScr, he is univerfally allowed to have 
pofleiled very amiable and benevolent qualities. That he was 
a tender parent, a kind mafter, a beneficent patron, a firm 
friend, an agreeable companion, are points that have feldom 
been difputed him ; and Pope, who was no friend to Courts 
and Courtiers, hath paid him gratis^ an handfomer compliment 
on the laft of thefe heads, than any liberality could ever pur-« 
chafe. In anfwer to his friend, who perfuades him to go and 
fee Sir Robert, he fays 

** Seen him I have, but in his happier hour, 
** Of focial pleafure ill-exchang'd for power ; 
•' Seen him, uncumber'd with the venal tribe, 
" Smilq without art, and win without a bribe." 

No Minifter, perhaps, ever diftinguiflied himfelf more by his 
writing than Sir Robert Walpole. About the end of Queea 
Amic's reign, and the beginning ofXJeorge the Firft, he wrote 
the following pamphlets. — i. " The Sovereign's Anfwer to 
the Gloucefterfhire Addrefs." The Sovereign meant Charles 
Duke of Somerfet, fo nick-named by the Wl\igs. 2. ^ An- 
fwer to the Reprefentation of the Lords on the State of the 
Navy." 3. *' The Debts of the Nation ftated and confidqred 
jn four pages, 1710." 4. " The thirty-five millions accounted 
for, 1710.'* 5. " A Letter from a Foreign Minifter in Eng ^ 
land to Mofieur Pittecum, 1710." 6. " Four Letters to a 
Friend in Scotland upon Sachevereirs Trial." 7. " A Short 
Hiftory of the Parliament." 8. " The South-Sea Scheme 
confidered." 9. « A Pamphlet againft the Peerage Bill, 1 7 19." 
10. " The Report of the Secret Committee, June 9, 17 15." 

Upon the whole, the firft remarkable concuiEon that the Go- 
vernment of Walpole occafiont d in the minds of the governed, ' 

was 
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was owing to a icheme he bad formed for extending the Laws- 
of Excife, by which, under fpecious pretences, he hoped to 
fwell tho number of dependents, and add to the means of cor- 
hiption. But what filled up the meafure of his unpopularity^ 
was his inglorious fyftem. with relation to foreign a&irs. As 
he was theMioifter of the King, and not the Man of thePeople, 
be had long facrificed the interefts, and lavifhed the treafures of 
GreatwBritain, in fubferviency to a (yflcm of continental mea« 
fures, to which his Mafter was invincibly attached. 

After his reiignation, Sir Robert Walpole fpent the remainder 
of his life in tranquillity and retirement, and died in the year 
1745, in the 71ft year of his age. 
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BRITISH SENATE. 



ADDRESS TO THE THRONE. 

I Rife not only to offer my rentiments againft the terms of the 
Addre(s propofed, but likewife to make a Motion. It has. 
Sir, upon fuch an occafion, been the ancient cuftom of this 
Houfe, to prefcnt an Addrefs of Thanks to his Majcfty, for 
his moft gracious Speech from the Throne; but fuch Addreiles 
were in former days always in general terms ; there were in 
them no flattering paragraphs, no long compliments made to 
the Throne, for tranfa6lions and fuccefies which had never 
been laid before the Houf«, and of which, by a necefiary con- 
fequcnce, the Houfe mult have been fuppofed to have been en- 
tirely ignorant t it is true. Sir, we have of late years, fallen 
into a cuftom of complimenting the Throne upon every fuch. 
occafion with long AddreiFes ; and this cuftom has been followed 
fo long, that I am afraid it may at laft become a Vote of courfe, 
to vote an Addrefs to his Majefty, in fuch terms as fhall be 
concerted by thofe very men, whofe mcafures are approved of 
by the compliment made to the Throne. I confefs, Sir, that 
I am fo little of a courtier, that I cannot return thanks for 
what I know nothing of 5 nor can I applaud before I know a 
Vo L. I, B reafoix 
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2 BEAUTIESoFTHE 

reafon for fuch applaufe. I am not at all againft an Addrefs of 
Thanks in the ancient ufual ftyle :* but tho' I Ihould happen to 
be fingle and alone in my oppofition, which I hope I fliall not, 
yet I am refolved to oppofe addreffing in thofe terms j for, if it 
were for no other reafon than this, that fuch a Motion may not 
ftand upon the Journals of the Houfe, as agreed to nem, con. 
for if not taken notice of in time, fuch humble Addreffes to 
the Throne may at laft come to pafs as matters of courfe, and 
,be as little regarded or oppbfed, as fome afFairs now arc, which 
at firft flood a long conteft before they could be introduced. 

It is no new thing in me to oppofe fifch Addreffes ;' I always 
have oppofcd them \ and though 1 do not thereby appear to be 
a good courtier, yet it fhews that I have fome refpeft for the 
honour and dignity of this Houfe : befides, when fuch Addrefles 
have been propofed, it has been promifed, and we have been 
affured, that' no advantage fliould afterwards be taken of any 
^drds contained ifi any complimentary part of fuch Addrefe : 
but every ^Member in this Houfe knows, that when the Houfe 
had an opportunity of examining things more particularly, and 
Debates enfued thereupon, they have been told, that they could 
not cenfure any of the paft tranfaftions, becaufe they had ap- 
proved of them all by their Addrefe of Thanks to his M^jefty 
for his moft gracious Speech from the Throne. I hope, for 
the iake of my country, that all things are well ; that our affairs 
both at home and abroad are in that profperous condition in 
which they have been reprefented to us ; but as we cannoC yet 
judge from the cffeSs, and as the treaties, from which this great 
profperity and lafting tranquillity is to arife, have not yet been 
laid before us, I cannot but look upon it as an anticipation of 
the Refolutions of this Houfe, to thank his Majefty for thofe 
Treaties, which we have not as yet had an opportunity either 
to perufe or confider ; and therefore I move, that the firft part 
only of the Motion already made Ihould ftand, and that all the 
other complimentary paragraphs fliould be left out. 

Mvy Shippen^ Jan. 13, 1732. 

I CAN- 
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' I-"CANNOT agree to the terms for addreffing his Majefty, bc- 
caufe though every thing may. now be well fettled upon a folid 
and lafting foundation, yet I cannot think that our conduil has 
in every refpecl been right ; or, that the intereft of this nation 
has been, by his Majefty's Minifters, principally and fteadily 
purfued- At one time we were frightened out of our wits with 
apprehenfions that the Pretender was to be put upon us, and 
that without any'reafon, for all that I have yet feen or heard 
upon the fubjeft. Then Don Carlos was made fuch a giant of, 
that he, that Infant^ was 'to fwallow up and deftroy all the 
powers of Europe ; and at that time we fued to France for an 
alliance, and befought their affiftance, by which we put it in 
their power to commence a war whenever they pleafed : and 
if they had not been more taken up with whims and difputes 
about religion, than any wife nation ought to be, they would 
certainly have involved us in a war, in conjunftion v/ith them, 
and thereby wpuld have made us ailift them in recovering»all 
that they had loft in the two laft wars, the taking bf which, 
from them had clft us fo much blood and treafure. Some time 
after we fhook off all fears of the Pretender, Don Carlos was 
again diminifhed to an ordinary fize,, and then we began to 
bully France as .much as we had courted it before : fuch 
conduft cannot appear to me to be right, at leaft it does 
not appear to be fteady and uniform. Upon the other 
hand, it muft be faid of the Imperial Court, that they have 
adted with fteadinefs and prudence ; they have properly adhered 
to the natural interefts of their native country, and have fteadily 
piirfued the plan they had in view, through all the different 
fhapes in which the affairs of Europe have been put within 
thefe few years j and by this firmnefs and refolution they have 
at laft brought us to their own terms, and have accompliflied 
their defigns, notwithftanding the conjunction and alliance of 
fo many formidable powers againft them : whereas we have beea 
obliged, in fome manner, to comply with tjie demands of almoft 
every power we have treated with j and if by fuch means we 
. B 2 have 
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have at laft got off by any tolerable conditions, it muft be faid,- 
that we have been like a man in a room, who wants to get 
out, and though the door be open, and a clear way to it, yet 
he ftalks round the room, breaks his fliins over a ftool, tumbles 
over a chair, and at laft, rumbling over everything in his way, 
by chance finds the door and gets out, after abundance of necd- 
lefs trouble and unneceffary danger. 

SirJViUiam Wyndbanij Jan, 13, 1732* 

- I H A vs always been againft long Addrefies ; I am. ready.enougK 
to agree to an Addrefs of Thanks to his Majefty for his moft 
gracious fpeech from the Throne ; but fuch Addrefs pught to 
be in the moft concife terms, and the moft general words : 
diis was the antient ufage of Parliament, and I find but few of 
our old cuftoms that are altered for the better : however, if we 
moft go on with the cuftom of makrng long-winded Addreffes, I 
think we ought to take fome notice of the fpirit that is at prcfent 
amongft the people. It is very certain, that there are great 
fears, jealoufies, and fufpicions, outdoors^ that fomething ia 
to be attempted this Seffion of Parliament, which is generally 
thought to be deftruftive to the liberties, and to the trade of 
this nation. There is at prefent a moft general and remark- 
able fpirit amongft the people, for protefiing and defending 
their liberties and their trade, in oppofition to thofe attempts 
which they expeil are to be made againft both. 

Mr, Shipperiy Jan, 16, 1733. 

As this is a new Parliament, I hope we fliall begin with 
Ihewmg a little more regard to the ancient cuftom and dignity 
of Parliaments, than has been ftiewh of late years. In former 
times, the Addrefles of this Houfe, in return to his Majefty's 
Speech from the Throne, were always conceived in the moft 
general terms. Our anceftors would never condefcend upon 
that Gccafion, to enter into the particulars of his Majefty's 
Speech : when they were to approach the King, and to declare 
2 their 
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their affeaion and their fidelity to him, they th6ught it was 
inconfiftent with that fidelity they were to declare, to approve, 
upon that occafion, of any minifterial meafurcs, and much 
more fo, to deckre their fatisfaaion with meafures they knew 
nothing ^bout. This Houfc is the grand in<jueft of the na- 
tion, appointed to inquire diligently, and to reprefent faith- 
fully to the King, all the grievances of his people, and all the 
crimes and mifmanagement of his fcrvants ; and therefore it 
,muft always be a breach of our fidelity to our Sovereign, as 
w^l as a breach of our duty to the people, to approve blindly 
the conduaof his fervants. When we have examined dili- 
gently, and confidered deliberately the conduft of any Minifter, 
and arc at laft fully convinced that he has afted prudently and 
wifely for the public good, it is then our duty to return him 
the thanks of the public, and to reprefeiit him as a faithful 
Minifter to his Mafter ; but to make panegyrics upon the con^ 
dua of any erf <he King's fervants, before we have examined 
into it, is more like the language of flaves and fycophants to 
a Prime Minifter, than that of loyal and faithful fubjeas to 
their Sovereign. 

I muft acknowledge. Sir, that the Motion now made for 
addrefling his Majefty is more general, and more adapted to 
the ancient cuftom of Parliament, than moft I have heard fince 
I hav^ had die honour to be a Member of this Houfc. I hope 
we ihall not find that this extraordinary modcfty proceeds from 
a confcioufnefs of mifcondua. For the fake of the public, I 
heartily wifli we may .find that it proceeds from fuperior merit ; 
which is, indeed, generally attended with fuperior modefty : 
but as I have always been, upon fuch occafions, againft geners^ 
encomiums upon Minifters, and as the propofition now before 
us, or at leaft a great part of it, implies a general approbation 
of all our late meafures, particularly thofe relating to the pre- 
fent war, which the majority of this Houfe arc, in my opinioy, 
entirely ignorant- ofj I cannot agree"" to it ; becaufe 1 have not 
yet learned complaifance enough to approve of what I know 

B 3 nothing 



Digitized 



by Google 



6 BEAUTIES OF THE 

nothing about, much lefs to approve of what I fufpeft to be 
violently wrong. 

I had the honour. Sir, to be a Member of this Houfc, in the 
laft Parliament, and I remember feveral Motions were then, 
made, for getting fome infight into the ftate of our foreign 
affairs, and our late tranfacEHons : Motions which appeared to 
me highly reafonablc, and even abfolutely neceflary to be com* 
plied with, before the Houfe could re^fonably comply with tha 
demands that were then made upon them : but every one of 
ihefe Motions had a negative put upon them. I have always 
had a fufpicion of the works of darknefs ; I do not like any 
conduct that cannot frand the light at noon-day ; and therefore 
I am afraid, fome of our late tranfaftions are fuch as no maix 
could approve of, if they were exppfed to public view. We 
have long been amufed, with hopes of fome extraordinary bene- 
fits that were to accrue to the nation from our many tedious 
and expenfive negotiations ; we have been long in expe£btion ; 
but when one negotiation was over, we have been always told, 
to have patience, the next was to accomplifb all our defires ; 
we accordingly have had a great deal of patience, but, fo far, 
as I apprehend, I can obferve no benefits that have accrued, or 
are like to accrue -, but on the contrary, many dangers and dif- 
advantages : fo that the whole train of our late negotiations 
really feem to me, to be calculated for no other end, but to ex- 
tricate a fet of puzzled, perplexed negotiators, from fome former 
blunder, by which they have generally been led into a fecond 
of worfe confequence than the firft : every fubfequent negoti- 
ation feems to me to have had n.o other view or defign, but to 
get rid of fome dilemma we were thrown into by the former ; 
and happy have we thought ourfelves, after a great deal of 
money fpent, if we could but recover our former corKlition. 
In fhort. Sir, if any Gentleman will rife up and fliew me any 
addition, or any new advantage, with refpeft eithjpr to our 
trade or our pofiefljons, that this nation has acquired by any of 
our late tranfadions, I ihall agree to the Riotion : but con- 
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fidering the great expence the nation has been put to, and the 
great lofles many of our merchants have, 'without any redrefs 
or fatisfaction fuftained, I cannot agree to pafs compliments 
upon,' or declare my fatisfadion with, our late management in 
general, till it be made appear to me, that thefe public and 
private lofles, have been fome way balanced by national ad- 
vantages. 

The fecond paragi;aph of the Motion I am, indeed, furprifed 
at upon another account, to make our acknowledgments to 
his Majefty, for not involving the nation too precipitately in a 
bloody war, is, in my opinion, very far from being a compli- 
ment to his Majefty j it is impoffible, it is not to be prefumed 
that his Majefty can do any fuch thing : but if it were poffxMe, 
and if any fuch thing had been done, to be; fure it would have 
been doing the nation ia very notable mifchief ; and according 
to the idiom of our language, at leaft in private life, to thank • 
a man, or to make our acknowledgments to a man, for his 
not doing us a notable mifchief, is a contemptuous way of cx- 
preffing ourfelves, and is always an infinuation, that from fuch 
a man's malice, or his weaknefs, or imprudence, we expefted 
fome notable mifchief; and therefore when we are disappointed, 
when the mifchief is not fo great as we expefted, we fay, by 
way of contempt, that we are obliged to him. If none but 
Minifters were concerned in this part of the Motion, I ihould? 
have let it pafs without any remark, nay, I fliould readily have 
agreed to it ; but as his Majefty is concerned, I hope the Gcn- 
tiemen who made the Motion will take care to have it fome* 
way altered, if they are rcfolyed to have it ftand part of the' 
Addrefs. This fliews. Sir, how apt people are to fall into 
blunders, when they attempt to make extravagant or forced 
compliments j a^d therefore I mth we would avoid fuch dangers, 
by confining our Addrefs to a general acknowledgment of 
Thanks to his Majefty, for his moft gracious Speech from the 
Throne, and a declaration of our affeQ:ic>ns towards him, of 
pur attachment to his family, and our zeal for his fervice. 

B j, floweverji 
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'Powcvcr, Sir, as it ha$ been granted on all hands, that no- 
thing contained in our Addrcfs can prevent the future inquiries 
of this Houfe, or can be a bar to our ccnftiring what we ihalK 
upon inquiry, find to be amifs, therefore I fljall propofe no 
Amendmeht to the former part of the Motion : but I muft take 
notice of one thing which is apparent, without any inquiry, to 
every man in this Houfe, to every man who knows any thing of 
public aiFairs, and that is, the great charge this nation has already 
been put to on account of the war, while the other powers of 
Europe, not yet engaged in the war, have not pjit themfclves 
to one (hilling expence : nay, even our allies, the Dutch,-who, 
a$ his Majefty has been pleafed to tell us, arc under the fame 
engagements with us, have not put themfelves to the Icaft 
charge on account of the prefent war. Now, Sir, as his. 
Majefty has told us, that we had no concern with the 
caufcs or motives bf the war, we cannot, therefore, be in- 
volved in it, unleft it be for the prcfervation of the balance of 
power : and as all our allies are as much interefted in this 
refpefl as we are^ it is rcafonable they (hould bear their pro- 
portionable fliare of the expence: and. as they have yet done 
nothing like it, I think it is become ncceffary for us to take 
fome notice of this matter in our Addrcfs to his Majefty ; for 
which rcafon, I fhall move this Amendment to the latter part 
of the Addrefs, viz. ** That this Houfe will cheerfully and 
" effeflually raife fuch fupplies, as fliall be neceflary for the 
♦' honour and fecurity of his Majefty and his kingdoms ; and 
** in proportion to thi expences to bm incurred' by the other powers, 
'^ who were under the feme engagements with this nation^ and 
« not then involved in the war : and whatever fliall be the fucccfs 
*« of his Majefty*s gracious endeavours to procure thfe bleiEngs 
*« of peace and general tranquillity, will enable his Majefty to 
« afl: that part, which honour and juftice, and the true intcreft 
*« of his people fliall call upon him to undertake." 

Mr. William Pulteney^ Jan. 27, 1735. 

It 
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It has always been the cuftom of this Houfe, at the begiilninS; 
of every Seffion of Parliament, to return his Majefty our Thanks 
for his Speech from the Throne j but the fevere ftroke, which 
not only his Majefty and the Ropl Family, but all the natioa 
have received Cnce our laft meeting, in the death of the Queen, 
requires, that on this occafion our Thanks to his Majefty, for his. 
moft gracious aflurances, fhould be attended with our condolence 
for his inexpreffible lofs. A lofs, Sir, which, I flatter myfeif, I 
read in the eyes of every Gentleman who hears me, and which 
muft be regretted by every fubjeft in the kingdom, who retains 
in his breaft one fpark of loyalty and gratitude. 

Gentlemen cannot mi(b to obferve, that if His Majefty has. 
cxprefled himfelf with more brevity than ufual, it is owing to 
the remembrance of a Princefs *, who endeared herfelf in every 
relation of life, either as a confort, a mother, or a Queen. And 
though her death. Sir, is an afflifting difpenfation to all the na- 
tion, yet we cannot fuppofe, that any of us can feel it fo deeply 
as the royal breaft j which, while fhe was alive, fhe fo much 
eafed of the toils of government by her counfels, which never 
had any other tendency than to promote his honour, by pro- 
moting the happinefs of the people. Of this. Sir, we Had many 
late inftances, efpecially when the fovereign power, in the ab- 
fence of her royal confort, was delegated into her hands. On 
that occafion. Sir, we may all remember with what moderation 
(he governed, with what cheerfulnefs flie rewarded, and with what 
relu£Unce (he puniflied ; though the prudcMce of her meafures 
rendered the exercife of this laft and moft ungrateful branch of 
tie royal prerogative but feldom neceflary. Therefore, Sir, 
however fome amongft us may differ in particular views and 
interefts, l hope we ftiall unite in paying a debt of gratitude to 
the memory of the beft of Priacefles, as well as of duty to the 
beft of Kings. 

Henry Foxy E/qi Jan. 24, 1738. 



* The confort of Qtox^ the S^ond. 
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As fpceches from the Throne have been taken for the fenfe 
of the Miniftry, too lavifli Addreffes fronr this Houfe have been 
rega-rded rather as incenfe to the Mini{l:er, than a juft acknow- 
ledgment to the Sovereign. But, Sir, I hope we fhall always 
look upon ourfelves as the truftees of the people, and endeavour 
to fpeak their fenfe in our Addreffes, as well as z&, for their in- 
terefts in our proceedings. Though the expreflion, Sir, pro- 
pofed to be inferted in this Addrefs, that we luill carefully avoid 
all heats and anirnoftttes^ is, to be fure, a very proper part of a Re- 
solution of this nature, and what I am perfuaded every Gentle- 
man v/ill willingly agree to ; yet there have been inftarrces. 
Sir, when from ^s well-guarded cxprefHons Minifters have 
taken occafion to attempt the fubverfion of that liberty of de-N 
bate, and freedom of fpeech, which ought to diftinguifh the Re- 
prefentatives of a free people. Amongft fuch a people, Sir, an 
oppofition alvyays muft,^and, perhaps, it is their happinefs that 
it does exift. And, Sir, though it is to be wifhed that heats 
and animofities were banifhed from all oppofition, yet, I am 
afraid, while men have different paffions, different interefts, and 
different views, this can fcarcely be effefted. 

The granting neccffary fupplies for the current year, Srr, is 
what feejns very rcafonable and indifpenfible in a Houfe of Com- 
mons : but. Sir, I believe there are inftances when, in former 
reigns, the Commons have refufed to grant a fhilling for the 
fervices of the current year, till they were fure the money 
granted for the fervkcs of the preceding had been properly ap- 
plied, Befides, Sir, the true old parliamentary method of pro- 
ceeding, was not immediately to grant a Vote of Addrefs for 
every thing the MInifter had done during the intermediate time, 
right 'or wrong, but to appoint a day for examining the griev- 
ances of the nation ; and redrefs of thefe, was always infifted on 
before any fupplies were granted. 

No Houfe of Conimons eyer had greater reafon than we 

have to be frugal of the public money, and to inquire in what 

manner it has been applied. We have already granted to his 

• Majefty 
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Majcfty furas fufficienf to have enabled his Majefty to have 
put the nation in fuch a fituation, that (he might have nothing • 
to fear from any enemies, either at home or abroad ; and, coa- 
fcquently, to have diminifbed the taxes, and eafed th^ people of 
fome part of the unfupportable load of debt they now lie under^ 
If, upon inquiry, it fliall appear that they have a6ted in this 
manner; if it (hall appear that the people have fo much as a 
profpe£t of relief from their prefent preffures, I fhall think the 
fums we h^ve already granted, not only well beftowed, bulrfiiall 
concur in any Motion that may be made, for our granting the 
like in time to come ; but. Sir, notwithftanding the fums wc 
have already granted, if the public debt, inftead of being dimi- 
niflied, is daily increafing ; if it fliall appear that any part of it 
has been applied in promoting the arts of corruption and be- 
traying the nation, I think it is our duty to put a flop to any 
fuch grants in future. In the mean time. Sir, I am as forward, 
as any Gentleman here, that we flipuld condole on the irrepa- 
rable lofs of our late Queen ; and that we teftify our jefolution of 
l.ofing no opportunity of fhbwing our zeal for the fupport of 
his government, and the prefervation of our excellent con^ 
ftitution ; nay, of our going the greateft lengths in fecuring thp 
Crown to his Majefty's perfon and family* But, Sir, give me 
leave to fay, that the readieft way to make thefe engagements 
good, is by referving to ourfelves ?i right for inquiry into any 
application that may have been made of the public money and 
credit ; and, by determining, let the world fee, that we are re- 
folved. to do as much as lies in our power for making* his Ma* 
jefty the Sovereign of a great, a happy, and an uncofrupted 
peopk. . 

Watkin TVHUamS'TVynney Jan^ 24, I738# 

I KNOW, my Lords, it has been of late years a cuftom, to 
make the Addrefs of this Houfe a fort of echo to his Majefty's 
Speech from the Throne ; and as echoes never fail to repeat the 
laft words of a fentcnce, fo, it fecms^ we muft never fail echoing 
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back the laft paragraph of his Majefty's Speech. This, I fay, 
has been a cuftom of this Houfe for fome years paft ; but I can- 
not think, that a religious obfervance of this cuftom is either 
confiftent with die charafter we ought to prcfcrve, or neceflary 
for our ibewing our rcfpeft to our Sovereign. 

Earl of Chejierfield^ 0£f. 23, 1739. 

My Lords, I have a Motion to make to your Lordfliips, which, 
as a triend to our prefent happy eftabli{hment, as a friend to 
his moft gracious Majcfty now upon the Throne, as a friend to 
itiy country, and as a Member of this Houfe, I think I am in 
duty beund to make ^ but as it is a Motion of an extraordinary, 
though not an unprecedented nature, I muft firft beg Jeave to 
ftowyou my rcafons for making it; and I hope to (how fuch 
reafons, as will induce every Lord- of this Houfe to think, that 
it 1$ now abfolutel^ ncoeffary to comply with it. 

My Lords, it is the duty of Parliament, and efpccially of this 
Ho^fe, to give our Sovereign the moft fincere advice, not only 
when it is aflced, but often when it is not defired by the Crown. 
As Members of this Houfe, we are in duty bound to have a 
watchful eye over the public meafures his Majefty is advifcd 
to purfiie, and over the chief Minifters he is pleafed to employ 
in the adminiftration of public affairs ; and when we are of 
Opinion, that the meafures he is advtfed to purfue are wrong, 
or that the Minifters he is pleafed to employ are weak or 
wicked, it is our duty and our bufmefs, while we fit here, to 
warn our Sovereign of his danger, and to remove weak or 
wicked Counfellors from about bis Throne. As to the parlia* 
mentary methods of removing a Minifter, I need not acquaint 
your Lordfliips that they are of fcveral kinds, and that all but 
one tend to punilh as well as remove. When we proceed by 
impeachment, by bill of attainder, or bill of plains and penalties, 
thfc dcfign is to puniih as well as remove : but there is another 
way of proceeding in parliament, which tends only Xo remove 
die Minifter from the King's Councils, without inflicting any 
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real puni(hment upon him ; and that is, by an humble Addrefs 
toouf Sovereign, that he would be gracioufly pleafed to remove 
fucb a one from his Councils. I therefore move your Lord- 
fliips, " Whether an Tiumble Addrefs fliould be prefentcd to 
his Majefty, that he would be gracioufly pleafed to remove tbi 
Right Honourable Sir Robert fTalpolcj Knight of the Moft Noble 
Order of the Garter, Firft Commiffioner for executing the office 
of Treafurer of the Exchequer, Chancellor and Under-Trea-» 
furcr of the Exchequer, and one of his Majefty's Moft Ho* 
nourabie Privy Council, from his Majeffy's preience and coun- 
cils for ever ? " 

I believe, my Lords, it will not be queftioned, that either 
Houfe of Parliament may offer fuch advice to the Crown, hj 
way of humble Addrefs ; I believe it will not be faid, that it is 
unufual, or unprecedented ; and therefore I fhall not trouble 
your Lordfliips with calling to your remembrance, any of tiie 
precedents that may be found in the Journals of Parliament* I 
(hall only take notice of the difference between the mediods of 
proceeding by Impeachment, by Bill of Attainder, or Bill of 
Pains and Penalties ; and this method of proceeding, by way of 
humble Addrefs to the Crown. When we proceed by way of 
Impeachment, by Bill of Attainder, or by Bill of Pains and Pe- 
nalues, fome particular criminal tefts muft be alledged, and 
there muft be fbme fort of proofs of thefe fa£h. But when we 
proceed by way of Addrefs to the King, that he would be gra- 
cioufly pleafed to remove fuch a Minifter from his Councils, a 
general view of that Minifter's conduct, a general view of pub- 
lic affairs, may aiFofd juft caufe for fuch an Addrefs, and com- 
nionfame is a fufficient proof-, for when no particular ikft is' 
infifted on, it is impoflible to bring any particulai* proof. This, 
my Lords, is the difference j and the reafon of this difference is 
very plain. When a man is to be puniihed, either in his perfon, 
his freedom, or eftatc, fome crime or criminal negle»S, ought 
to be not only alledged, but proved by a legal proof, or by ftrong 
prefumptions : but. as his not being employed in the King's 
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Councils neither z&Sts bis perfon, his freedom, nor his ellate^ 
< therefore weaknefs alone, or a general bad charader, may be a 
good caufe. for removing him. A weak man is certainly, in 
any country, very unfit for being in the King's Councils ; and, 
in a popular government, a man who has incurred the general 
odium of the people, ought not to be continued in the King's 
Councils ; becaufe the unpopularity of the Minifter may, at 
Icaft, afFc;ft the Throne itfelf, and render the people difaffefted 
to their Sovereign. 

. I muft, therefore,' defire your Lordfhips ;to take particular 
care to diftinguifh between the method of proceeding againft a 
Minifter by Impeachment^ by Bill of Attainder, a Bill of Pains 
and Penalties, and the method of proceeding againft a Minifter 
by Addrefs only ; becaufe, if you do not take care to fix this 
^diftin6l:ion in your minds, you may expecS: from me what I do 
not intend to give, and what the nature of the motion I have 
made, renders it not only unneceflary, but unfit for me to give. 
I am to move only for an humble Addrefs to his Majefty, that 
he would be gracioufly pleafed to remove a Minifter, I may fay, 
tlie Minifter, from his Councils ; and therefore, it is both un- 
neceflary and unfit for me, to charge that Minifter with any 
particular crime, or to acquaint your Lordftiips that I have, or 
I am ready to produce particular proofs againft him ; if this 
were my intention, I fhould think it below my dignity, as a 
Metnbcr of this Houfe, to content myfelf with moving for an 
humble Addrefs; I fliould think it incumbent upon me dircdlly 
to impeach, let the confequence be what it would. Therefore 
your Lordfhips are not to expeft, that I am to accufe any Mini- 
fter of a particular crime, or that I am to tell you, that I am ready 
to bring proofs of v/hat I alledgc againft him. If I can (hew, 
that the aftairs of Europe have been brought into the unlucky 
fetuation in which they are at prefent, by the conduft of this 
nation ; or if I can fliew, that the diftrefled condition in which 
Our people now are, is wholly owing to our own condu£l ; 
cither of thgfe will be an argument that muft, that ought at 
I leaft. 
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Icaft, to prevail with every Lord who is convinced, that this 
Minifter has been the principal, if not the fole advifer of that 
conduft. If the people be generally diflatisfied vrith the con- 
duft of our public affairs, and if that general diflatisfaSion be 
wholly direfted againft any one man now in adminiftratipn, as our 
government is ftill, I hope, a popular government, it is a fuffi- 
cient caufc for this Houfe to let his Majefty know the charaSer 
of his Minifter, by an Addrefs to remove him from his Councils. 
If there be any one of his Majefty's Minifters that has ufurped, 
or that even is generally thought to have ufurped the fole power 
of diredling all public affairs, and recommending to all public 
pofts, honours, and employments, it is our duty, at leaft, tb 
addrefs his Majefty to remove fuch a Minifter, becaufe fuch a 
one is inconfiftent with the conftitution of our government. - 
Upon this queftion, my Lords, it fignifies nothing vdiethet 
the general charafter the Minifter has gained, or the mifcondir£t 
he has been guilty of, has been owing to his weaknefs or his 
wickednefs ; for either is a fuiEcient caufe for having him re- 
mpved. But I muft obferve, that till he is removed, it cannot 
be made manifeft by proper proofs, v/hether his mifcondu6l, or 
his general bad character, be owing to his weaknefs or wicked- 
nefs; for artful Minifters always aft by tools, and under agents, 
who, whilft their patron is in power, will never reveal the flagi- 
tious fecrets committed by him to their charge : but as fuch 
men are feldom faithful any longer than it is their intereft to be 
fo, remove the Minifter once from the King's Councils, put it 
out of his power to reward the wicked fidelity of his alFociates 
. and tools, and the fecret hiftory of his dirty jobs will then begin 
to unfold itfelf, and maybe made manifeft by a legal proof. Sup- 
pofe the King fliould be advifed, by a favourite Minifter, to keep 
up a conftant friendOiip and alliance with the greateft rivals and 
moft inveterate enemies of his country ; and that he fliould, for 
this purpofe, facrifice the intereft, and forfeit the -friendftiip of the 
moft natural allies j whilft the Minifter is in power, this may 
fccm to proceed from his weaknefs, or from the ignorance he 
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has of the true intcreft of his country : but remove him from 
the perfon and councils of his Sovereign^ and then it may ap- 
pear to have proccedecf from his wickcdnefs : it may appear 
that he was corrupted by the enemies of his country, or that he 
knowingly and wickedly facrificed the intereft of his country to 
fome prii^te view of his own. If he employed any one in 
tranfa£ting or receiving the bribe, if he was ever fo free in 
converfation with bis friends as to unfold the motives of his 
miiconduiSt) or the reafons why he gave fuch wicked advice to 
bis Sovereign, fome bf them, either from confcience or intereft, 
may be induced to difcover the fecret, when it is fafe for them 
to do fo ; but wbilft he continues folely to enjoy the ear of the 
Sovereign, it can never be any man's intereft to accufe him, it 
vriM always be unfafe for a private man to do fo ; becaufe the 
power of the Crown will be employed in blafting the credit, or 
preventing the efFe£t of his evidence ; and probably in making 
the punilhment fall, not upon the guilty Minifter, but upon the 
brave and honeft accufer* 

Earl of Carteret^ Feb. 13, 1740/ 

I CAN by no means think that the complicated queftion now 
before us, is the proper, is the direct manner of taking the knfe 
of the Committee. We have here the foft name of an humble 
Addrefs to the Crown propofed, and for no *other -end but to 
lead Gentlemen into an approbation of the cbnvention. But is 
this that full deliberate examination, which we were with de<- 
fiances called upon to give ? Is this curfory blended difquifitioa 
of matters of fuch variety and extent, all we owe to ourfelves 
and our country ? When trade is at ftake, it is your laft in^ 
trenchment ; you muft defend it or perifh : and whatever is tp 
decide, that deferves the moft diftinit confideration, and the 
»K>ft direflk and undifguifed fenfe of Parliament., But how 
are we now pioceeding? Upon an cirtificial minifterjal quef- 
tion ? Here is all the confidence, here is the confcious fenfe of 
|be greateft fcrvice that ever was done to this country ; to be 
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cmBplicadng queftioDS, to be lamping 0m£iic»n and approba- 
tion, like a Commiflary's account, to be covering and taking 
fanduary in the royal Name, inftead of meeting openly, and 
ftandin^ fairly the dire£l judgment and fentence of Psflisonedt 
Bpon the feveral articles of this Convention*^ 

Sir, you have been moved to vote an homble Ad^fi of 
Thanks to bis Majefty for a meafiare, which (J wHl apfKsai to 
Gendemenii converfatton in the world) is odious throughout 
the kingdom : Such Thanks are only due to the fatal infloende 
that framed it, as are due for that low, analUsd cixndkfoa 
abroad; which Is isow made* a ^kz for this Convention. To 
what*are Gentlemen reduced in fnpport of it? Firft tty a littfe 
to defend it upon its own merits i if that is not tenaUe, dirow 
out general terrors ; the Hooie of Bourbon is united, who 
knows the confequence of a war ? Sir, Spain km>ws the con- 
fcquence of a war in America ; whoever gains, it mufl prove 
fatal to her : She knows it, and muft therefore avoid it ; but 
fte knows England does not dare to make it. And what is a 
delay, which is all this magnified Convention is fometimes 
called to produce ? Can it produce fuch conjun^ures as diofe 
you lofty while you were giving kingdoms to Spaiji, and all 
to bring her back again to that great branch of the Houfe of 
Bourbon, which is now thrown out to you with fo- much 
terror f If this union be formidable, are we to delay only till it 
becomes more fisrmidable, by being carried £arther into execi»- 
^ba, and moftt ftrongly . cemented i But be it what it will, is 
this any longer a nation, or what is an Englifh Parliament, if 
with more fhips^A your harbours than in all the navies of 
Europe, with- above two millions of people iil your American 
cdofliesi you wiH bear to hear of the expediepcy of receiving 
from Spain, an iniecurey uniatisfa£bory, diflioaor«|bk Convene 
tion? Sir, } call k no more d^an k has been proved in this 
Debate; it carries. fallacy or downright fubje£lion in almoft 
every line :• It has been laid open and expofed m (q many flfong 

Voir.!. ..... C. / JMid 
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and glaring lights, that I can pretend to add nothing to the 
conviction and indignation it has raifed. 

Sir, as to the great national obje^on, the fearching your 
:&ips, that favorite word, as it is called, is not omitted, indeed, 
in the Preamble to the Convention, but it ftands there as the 
reptoacfa of the whole, as the ftrongeft evidence of theiatal 
ifubmiffion that follows : On the part of Spain, an ufurpation, 
an inhuman tyranny claimed and exercifed over the American 
feas i on the part of England, an ur.doubted right by Treaties 
and from God and Nature, declared and aflerted in the Refo* 
lutions of Parliament, are referred*to the difcuffion of Plenipo- 
tentiaries upon one and the fame equal foot. Sir, I fay this 
undoubted right is to be difcufled, and to be regulated, and if 
to regulate be to prefcribe rules (as in all conftrudions it 
is) this right is, by the exprefs words of this Convention, to 
be given up and facriiiced ; for it muft ceafe to be any thing, 
from the moment it is fubmitted to limits. 

The Court of Spain has plainly told you^ (as appears by 
papers laid on the table} you fhall fteer a due courfe, you fhall 
navigate by a line to and from your plantations in America ; 
if you draw near \o her coafts (though frotfi the circumftanccs 
of that navigation you are Under a neceffity of doing it) you 
fliall be feized and confifcated : if then upon thcjfe terms only, 
flie has confented to refer, what becomes at once of all the fe- 
curity we are flattered with in confequencc of this reference ? 
plenipotentiaries are to regulate finally the refpeftivc preten- 
fions of the two Crowns, with regard tonrade and navigation 
in America ; but does a man in Spain rcafon, that thefe pre- 
tenfions muft be regulated to the (atisfadton and honor of Eng- 
land ? No, Sirj they conclude, and with reafon, from die high, 
^it of their Adminiftration, from the fuperiotity with which 
they have fo long trufted you, that this referent^ muft end, as 
it has begun, to their honor and advantage* 

But ^ Gentlemen fay, the Treaties fubfiftlsg are to be the 
mtafure of this regulation.^ Sir, at to Trcades, I w^ take 
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part of the words of Sir WiUiam Temple^ quoted by the Honof-* 
able Gentleman near me, // is in vain to negotiate and make 
Treaties^ '\( there is not dignity and rigor to enforce the obfer** 
vance of them ; for under the mifdonftru&ion and mifintcrprc- 
tation of thefe very Treaties fubfifting, this intolerable grievance 
has arifcn*; it has been growing upon you Treaty after Treaty, 
through twenty years of negotiation, and even under the dif- 
cuffion of Commiflarics to whom it was referred. You have 
heard from Captain Vaughan at your bar, at what time thefe 
injuries and indignities were continued; as a kind of explana* 
tory comment upon the Convention Spain has thought fit to 
grant you, as another infolent proteft, under the validity arid 
force of which j(he has fuffered this Convention to be proceeded 
on. We will treat with you, but we will fearch and take your 
fcips ; we will fign a Convention, but we will keep your fub- 
jeds prifoners, prifoners in Old Spain ; the Weft-Indies arc 
remote, Europe fhall be witnefs how we ufe you. 

Sir, as to the interference of an admii&on of our right not 
to be fearched, drawn from a reparation made for Ihips undul/ 
feizcd and confifcated, I think that argument is very inconclu-* 
five. The right claimed by Spain, to fearch our (bips, is one 
thing, and the exceffes admitted to have been committed, in 
confeqiience of this pretended right, is another: but furely. 
Sir, rcafoning from inferences and implication only, is below 
the dignity of your proceedings, upon a right of this vaft im- 
portance. Whaf Ais .reparation is, what fort of compofition 
for your lofles, Jyced upon you by Spain in an inftance that 
has come to lignt, where your own Commiffaries could not in 
confcience decide againft your claim, has fully appeared upon 
cxaminatioi;Ls#<iHid as for the payment of the fum ftipulated, (all 
hut fevtn iifffl'twenty thoufand pounds) it is evidently a falla- 
cious, nominal payment only, I will not attempt to enter into 
a detail of a dark, confufed, and fcarcely intelligible account ; 
I will only beg leave to conclude with one word upon it in the 
%ht of a fubmiffion, as well ^% of sui ^deq^uate reparation. 

C % Spaia 
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Spain ftipulates to pay to the Crown of England, 95)OOoL by 
a preliminary proteft of the King of Spain^ the South Sea Coa)*- 
pany is at once to pay 689OOO 1. of it : If they refufe, Spain, I 
admit) is ilill to pay riie 95,oool. but how dots it ftand tb^ni 
The AfientD Contract is to be fufpendsed : yon are to purchafe 
tjhis fum at the price of an exclufive trade, purfuant to a na- 
tiosoal treaty, and at an ioimenfe debt of God knows how many 
hundred thoufand pounds, due.froca Spain to the South Sea 
Company* Here, Sir, is the fubmiffion of Spain by the pay* 
ment of a ftipulated fum ; a tax laid upon fuhje^ of England, 
under the fevereft penalties, with the reciprocal accord of aa 
j^ngliih Minifter, as a prelisiinary that the Convention may^ 
be jQgned : a condition impofed by Spain in the moft abfolute 
io^periou^ manner, and received by the Minifters of England 
in the moft tame and abject* Can any verbal diftinAions, any 
evafions whatever, poffibly explain away this public infamy i 
To whom would we diiguife it ?• To ourfelves and to the na- 
tion : I wiib we could hide it from the eyes of every Court in 
Europe : They fee Spain has talked to you like your Mafter, 
they iee*this arbitrary fundamental condition, and it muft ftand 
with diftin£tion, with a pre-eminence of fbame, ^ a part even 
of this Convention. 

This Convention, Sir, I think from my foul is nothing but 
a ftipnlation for national ignominy, an illufory expedient to 
baffle the refentment of the nation y, a truce without a Cufpenfion 
of hoftilities, on the part of Spain ; on the part of England, at 
fiifpcnfion 5 as to Georgia, of the firft law i>f nature, felfrpre- 
fervation and felf-defence 5 a furrcnder of the%ade and rights 
of England, to the mercy of Plenipotentiaries, and in this in- 
finitely hfgheft and facred point, future fecurity, not only in^- 
adequate, but direfUy repugnant to the Refolutioins of Parlia- 
ment, and the gracious Promife from the Throne. The com- 
plaints of your dcfpairing Merchants, the voice of England has 
condemned it; be the guilt of it upon the head of the ad- 
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Tifer ; God forbid that this Committee (hould {bare the guilt 
bj approving it ! 

PTtlliam Pitty Efq-y March 6^ 1739.- '^ 

AueNG tbe many advantages arifing from our happy Con- 
ftitution, there is one that is reciprocal to King and Pe©pW, 
which is a legal and regular method by which the People ma| 
lay their grievances, complaints, and opinions, before theifc 
Sovereign ; not only with regard to the meafures he purfues, 
but alfo with regard to the perfons he employs. In abfolui:? 
monarchies, the People may fuflfer, they may complaii^; but 
though their fufferings be public, their complaints muft b« 
private j they muft not fo much aS murmur againft tfieir King's 
Meafures or Minifters ; if they do, it is certain perdition th 
the few that are guilty of fo much indifcretion. This is a 
irioft terrible misfortune to the People in all abfolute monarchies, 
and occafions thofe fevere punifliments and cruel tortures, 
which are fo frequent in all fuch ; but it is a misfortune t^ 
the abfolute Monarch, as well as to the people under his de^ 
fpotic (way, for as he has* no way of coming at the kAowIedge 
of the unpopularity of his Minifters or Meafures, he ofter^ 
goes on purfuing the fame Meafures, or employing the Tame 
Minifters, till the difcontents of his People become quite urii- 
vcrfal and fiirious j and then by a general infurredion, lie and 
bis Minifters are involved in one common ruin. However up- 
right his intentions may have been, however much he may 
have been impofed on by bis Minifters, an Impetuous domtr 
ncering mob can feldom make any difference :' The defpottt 
Monarch himfelf, and fomctimes his whole family, af^ 
borne down by the impetuofity of the torrent, and become a 
facrifice to this refentment of an injured populace. 

In this kingdom^' Sir, it can never be fo, as long as thfe 
King allows Parliaments to fit regularly and freely, and thb 
Menders of this Houfe perform faithfully the duty they owe 
to their King, their Conftituents, and their Country, - At 

C 3 Members 
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:Meinbers of this Houfe, Sir, we are obliged to reprefent to 
his Majefty, not only the grievances, but the fentiments of the 
People, with regard to the meafures he purfues, and the per- 
ibns he advifes with or employs in the executive part of our 
.Government ^ and therefore whilft we fit here and do oi^r duty, 
no general difcontent can ^rife,> without hi$ Majefty'^ being 
informed of its caufes, and of the micthods for allaying it : If we 
liegleft to do ib, or from ielfiih motives ' abftain, qr delay 
giving his Majefty a proper information and advice i|pon 
«y foch occ^fion, we neglect or betray, not only our duty 
tQ our Country and Conftituents, but alfo our duty to our 
Sovereign. 

This, Sir, is my opinion; this muft bethp Ppinion of ever j 
;mai^ who has a truQ notion of our Cpnftjtution ; aqd therefore, 
I can 00 Jopger delay making you the Motiqn, with which 
I ihall conclude what I have to fay upon this occailon. I be- 
lieve there is i^ot a Gcnt|ema;i of this Houfe, who is not fen- 
|ible, that both the foreign and dom^ftjc meafures of dor Go^ 
yernment, for feveral years paft, havp been difTatisfaclory to a 
great majority of the nation ; I may fay tp almofl: every man 
in the nation, who has not been concerned in advifing qr car- 
rying them on. I believe there is not a Gentleman in this 
Houfe, if he will freely declare his fentiments, who is not 
fenfible, that ojfic Angle perfqn in Adminiftration has not only 
been thought to be, but has aSually been the chief, if not the 
fole adyifer and promoter of all thofe meafures. This is known 
without doors, as well as it is )yithin ; and therefore the dif- 
contents, the reproaches, ^nd even the curfes of the people, 
are all directed againft that fmgle perfon. They complain of 
our prefent meafures; they have fuffered by paft meafures; 
they expefl: no redrefs ; they expe£t no ajteration, cjr amend- 
inent, w^Ift he jias a fhar^ in advifiag or djre<Si^g ottr 
future. Thcfe, Sir, are the fentiments pf the Peqple with r<?- 
.^ard to that Minifter : Thefe fentiments we are in hon^ and 
duty bound to reprefent to his Majefty, and the proper method 
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fordoing this, as eftabKfli^d by the Conftitution, is to addfeft 
his Majcfty to remove him from his councils* 

Sir, if the general difcontcnt which halh arifcn againft the 
Miniftcr, mrere but of ycftcrday, or without any juft oy folid 
foundation, I fliould cfxpe6l it would (bon blow over, and there* 
fore Ibould not think it worthy the notice of Parliamenf ; but 
it has lafted for fo many years, was at firfl fo well founded, 
and has every year fince been gathering, from his conduct, fo 
much additional ftrengtb, that I have for feveral Se^ons ex* 
peded fuch a Motion, as I am now to make, from fom^ other 
Gentleman, more capable than I am to enforce what he pro* 
pofes : but as no Gentleman has hitherto itt^mpted it^^ and aS 
this is the laft Seffion of this Parliament, I was unwilling 1% 
ihould expire without aniwering the People's expcftation^, 
which in this refpe£t are fo juft, fo well founded^ and fo agree* 
able to our Conftitution ; therefore I hope I {hall be excufed 
for attempting what I think my duty, as sn Member of this 
Houfe, and as a friend to our prefent happy Eftablifhipent. 

After what I have faid, Sir, I believe no Gentleman can 
miftake the perfon I mean : I am convinced every one fuppofes 
I mean the Honorable Gentleman, who fits upon the floor, 
over againft me ; and the whole Houfe may fee, he takes it to 
himfclf. Againft him, there is, I believe, as general a popu- 
lar difcontent, as ever was againft any Minifter in this king* 
dom ; and this difcontent has lafted (o long, that I muft fa^, 
his having withftood it for fo many years, is no great fign of 
the freedom of our Government; for a free People neither 
will, nor can be governed by a Mbifter they hate and defpifif. 
As I am only to propofe an Addrefs to remove hini from h(s 
Majefty's Councils, I have no occaiion to accufl: him of any 
crime : The People's being general!/ diflatisfied with him, and 
Tufpicious of 'his con^A, is a fufficient foundation for fuch an 
Addrefs, and a fufficient caufe for his Majefty^s removing hioi 
from M^ councils ; becaufe, no Sovereign of thefe kingdomi 
sught to employ a Minifter, who is become diftgreeable to th« 
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4gei)eraUtj of the Peopk ; and wh^n any Miiiift^ happens t» 
become fo, it is 9ur duty to inform his Majefly of it, that he 
4iiay giv^ fatisfa^Qfi to bis Peo{de, by the removal of fuch a 
^inifteri 

Howevej, Sir, though I (ba)l not at prefent charge this 
Minifter with any particular crime, I muft beg leave to examine 
tk little into bis conduid):, in order to ihew> that the difcontents 
,c^ the People are not without foundation i and if it be true, 
what was^ apd is ftill generally fiippofed, it muft be allowed, 
•that the methods by which he |irft advanced himfelf to the high 
pffices b^ has ever finc^ enjoyec], were (ucb as CQuld not but he 
jiQ^uafive tp every honed man in the tiatioo. The makipg and 
^nfnakiog ihe famous Bank cpi|trad -, the fcreening from con*- 
dign puniPinv?nt .thofe who^ by their wi$;ked and avaricious 
^js^cution of the truft repofed in them by the South-Sea fcheme^ 
vr^fcb had ruine^ many tboufands; the lumping of public 
Jufiif5> and the fi^bjedting the lefs guilty to a puniihment too 
feverey in prder that the moft heiuous. offenders might efcape 
4h9 punifltment they deferv^d 3 and the giving i|p to the South- 
Sea Company the fum of feven millions fterling, which they 
had obliged themfelves to pay to the Publip, a great part qf 
.|irl|ich fum jf as given to old flockholdei^s, and con&quently to « 
thofe who had nQvtr fuffered by the fcheme, were the fteps by 
Vrbiah be vij9^ fuppofed to have rifen to power, and fitch fteps 
could not but raife a general diftafte at his advancement, and a 
(Iread of his ^dmini ftratipn . ^ 

Thus, Sir, he entered into admi|)iftratioo i«;ith the general 
difaji^probation of the People ; and I am fijire, his mea&ires fince 
have been far from reftoring him to their love or eftecm. As 
be b«?gan> fo has he go;ie on, pppreifing tjie iniwcent, impofing 
upon |he credulous, fcreening the guilty, wafting the public 
.tre^ure^ and endai^gcring the liberties of the People, All this 
J oowlf? l?yin(;e from every ftep of his adminiftration, from the 
beginnii^ to this very day, but I ftiall confine myfelf tc^fome of 
.jthe moft remiirkable inftances» la general, I ibajl pi>fervf > 
. '■* ' .. that 
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(hat hj hit advice and inflneace, a much greater ankiy has dl 
along been kept ^f than was neceflary for the fupport of our 
Government, or conilfteAt with oor Conftitutiofi, and eveil 
that army often augmented without any real caufe ; that manjr 
fquadrons have been fitted out^ to the great expence of due 
natiooy and general difturbance of our uade» without any juft 
caufe, and, I beUevc^ without fo much as a deiign to employ 
them efie&uaDy, either againft our enemies, or for the affiftancc 
of our allies i that every mediod prq[>ofed of late years, for 
fecuring our Coaftitution againft our rapft dangerous enemf. 
Corruption, has been, by his means, rejeded, or rendered in«. 
efedual; ¥rbilft» on the other hand, many penal laws have 
been paiied, which have reduced a great number of his Ma«> 
jefty's fubje&s under the arbitrary power of a Minifter and hit 
creatures* 

That almpft every article of public expence has been increafe4 
bytheadditionofnewandufelefsOfficers; andallenquuies intothe 
management of any public money, either prevented or defeated i 
that votes of crcdji at the end of a Seffion of Parliament, which 
always have been thought of dangerous confequences to our 
Conftitudon, have by him been made fo frequent, that kW 
SeffioQs have pafled without one ; that die expence of the Civil 
Lift has been vaftly increafed fince the beginning of his Ad- 
miniftration, though it was then much greater than it had ever* 
amounted to in former times ; to th^. Sir, i)7hich are all of 
a ,domeftic nature, 1 ihall add, with regard to our foreign af^ 
fairs, that ever fince his advice began to be prevalent in our 
»>reigii affairs, the trade and particular intereft of this nation^ 
have in all treaties and negociations been neglected, the con* 
fidence of our moft natural allies difregarded, and the favour 
of our moft dangerous enemies courted ; and that to this moft 
unaccountable condu£t, the prefent melancholy fituation of the 
affairs of £urq;)e is principally to be afcribed. 

I know. Sir, it will be objected, that as every material fteji 
in the late conduft of our public afiairs, either;^ home or 

abroad. 
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abroa<], has been authorized or approved of by Parliament, 
-nibat I have fatd mud be looked on as a general charge againft 
his Majefty's Councils and our Parlfttment, rather than a per- 
ibna] charge againft any one Minifter ; but this, upon a due 
confederation, becomes the moft heavy, and the moft evident 
charge againft the Minifter I aim at. According to our Con- 
Hitution, we can have no fole and prime Minifter j we ou|*ht 
always to have feveral prime Minifters or OiScers of State ^ 
every fuch Officer has his own proper department, and no 
Officer ought to meddle in the affiiirs belonging to the depart* 
ment of another-: but it is publicly known, that this Minifter, 
having obtained a fole influence over all our public councils, 
has not only afliimed the fole diredion of all public afFairs, but 
bas got every Officer of State removed that would not follow his 
dire£lions, even in the affairs belonging to his own proper 'de- 
partment. By this means be hath monopolized all the favours 
of the Crown, and engroflcd the fole difpofal of all Places* 
Penfions, Titles, and Ribbons, as well as of all Preferments, 
Civil, Military, or Ecclefiaftical. 

This, Sir, is of itfelf a moft heinous offence againft otrr 
Confiitution ; but he has greatly aggravated the heinoufnefs of 
his crime; for, having thus monopolized all the favours of the 
Crown, be has made a blind fubmiffion to his diredion at elec-* 
tions and in Parliament, the only ground to hope for any ho- 
nours or Preferment, and the only tenure by which any Gen- 
tleman would preferve what he had. This is fo notorioufly 
Jcnown, that it can ftand in need of no proof. Have not many 
deferving Gentlemen been difappointed in the preferment they 
had a juft title to, upon the bare fufpicion of not l^eing blindly 
flevoted to his perfonal intereft ? Have not fomc perfons of the 
higbeft rank and moft illuftrious charafters been difplaced, for 
no other reafon, than becaufe they difdained to facfifice their 
honour and cohfciencc to his direftion in Parliament ? As no 
crime, no negleS, no mift>ehaviour could ever be objefled to 
them, as no other rqafons could ever be affigned for depriving 
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the Crown of their fervice^ this only could be the reafon^ 
Nay, has not diis Minifter himfelf not on>y confefltd it, but 
boafted of it ? Has he notTaid, and in this Hoiife too, that he 
would be a pitiful fellow of a Minifter, who did not difplaceany 
Officer tha^ oppofed his cDeafures in Parliament 1 

Can any Gentleman who heard this declaration defire a proof 
of the Minifbr's mifcondud, or of his crimes ? Was not this 
openly avowing one of the moft heinous crimes that can be 
committed by a Minifler in thi^ kingdom ? Was it not avow- 
ing, that he had made ufe of the favours of the Crown for ob- 
taining a corrupt Majority in both Houfes of Parliament, and 
keeping that Majority in a ilavifh dependance upon himfelf 
alone ? Do pot we all know, that even the King himfelf is not^ 
by our Conftitution^ to take notice of any man's behaviour in 
Parliament, far lefs to ^al^e that behaviour a means by which 
be is {0 obtain, or a tenure by which he is to hold, the favour 
of the CrowA ? And fhall we allow a'Minifter not only to do, 
but openly to avow, what he ought to be hanged for, fhould 
he advife his Sovereign to do fo ? It is by means of this crime, 
Sir, that the Minifter I am fpeaking of has obtained the au^ 
thority or approbation of Parliament in every ftep of his con- 
(iu3, and therefore that authority or approbation is fo far from 
Ijcing an alleviation, that it is a moft heavy aggravation of everjf 
wrojig (lep which he has thus got authorized or approved by 
Parliament. For this reafon^ in confidering any particular 
ftep of his condud, its being authori^d or approved by Par- 
liament can have no weight in his favour, whatever it rnay 
have againft him. If the ftep was in itfelf weak 6r wicked, 
or if it now appears from its confequences to have been fo, 
its having been approved of or authorized by Parliament, muft 
k (iippofied tp have proceeded either from his having mifled 
the Parliament by fialfe glofles and aflcveratiops, or from his 
having overawed a Majority by means of that crime which be 

i^ fincc openly avowed, 

Mr, Sands^ Jpril 16, 1740. 
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A 9 our diiCy to our Sov«reigQ makes it neceflary for us t^ 
If mrn fome fort of AAdtcb by way of anfwer to his Majefty^s 
fij)ee€h from the Throne^ at. the opening of a Seffion, and as 
thii practice has been eftaUiflied by immemorial cuftom, I 
ihall be excufed if I introduce my Motion Mrith my fentiments 
upon that furprizing turn which has been lately given to the 
gifaifs of Europe, by his Majefty's wifdom and condufb. 

In order to do this, Sir, I muft begin with obferving, the 
Jifmal pfofpe£l we had of the affiiirs of Europe^ about eighteen 
4^ nineteen months ago. I think there is no maxim in politics 
more certain thao this, that it is inconfiftent with the liberties 
of Europe, to allow France to increafe her own power, or to 
ihvide die power of Europe into fo matiy branches, as to make 
it impof&ble for any one Prince or State, to think of oppofing 
lier in any of her ambitious fchemes ; for it is very certain, 
that, as foon as the thoughts of Oppofition end, thofe of 
Dependence begin ; and confequentlyj if France could once 
€(k&, this purpofe, all the Princes and States of Europe would 
-become dependent uponJier ; and moft of them would, at all 
times, think of prefer ving their infignificant (hadow of fove- 
reignty only by being obedient to her commands, and affifting 
her againft thofe who (hould bravely dare to rebel. We 
, ihould then be in the fame circu;nftance as Europe, or, I may 
fey, the world was, ti^cn the grandeur of the Romans was 
Tfct its greateft height.- Some of the Princes and States of Eu- 
rope, might be dignified with the deceitful title of Socii Gallici 
Imperii*, but if ever any one of them (hould ever dare to be- 
have otherwife than as the moft aKjedl flaves, even that 
*mpty title they would be ftript of, and their territory would 
be converted into a province of the French empire/ Our 
Royal Family, like that of Macedotiy might, for fome time, 
be Ifeft in pofleflSon of their throne ; but if any one of our fu- 
ture princes fliould endeavour to fhake off his dependency, 
a powerful invafion would be the certain confequence ; and if 
f ranee were the fole cniftrefs of the Continent of Europe, or 
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had it entirely at her cominaad, om natural barckr would 
pcove inefieSual : ihe would then come up againft us with fuch 
a pow^r as we could not opypofe either by fe&oif land : our Hayai 
Famfly would be cut ofF^ our noble ^nd g^eat fiuaiUas womM 
b« all carried captinres inta France^ and Bcitaia woitld^ from 
thenceforth, be divided and governed by Fceocll Intendaiiit»«Hr 
LieuteoantSy as MaasUma wai by Romai PnMm oi Plo<» 
coduls* 

This coaiequenc& was fbr«fe<ii» Sir ; (his CodhquracQ lA 
Europe was fenlible of in the laft ^;e : I wifkl owUfiiy IImi 
fiune of the pr^<Hit : bur> by what &l8ditj I kaow not,, ikm 
prcfent agie ieemed, a Uyt monthfli ag0f tabcHsitck wMLJiieli 
abliAdnefe as preve,nUd dieisieei«gtbi9'dangcry though k wM 
sever more apg^ent. Several of ijte Fruscea of Eusofe, go- 
verned by a ielfiib private intefitft,. had aAtnHyr jomti, wUs 
France in pulling down the Hoiife of Auftsia^ ihomh that 
vas the only power, 09 die Contiaf $t of Euffipe,. Aat coidl^ 
by itielf^ pretend to limit or fet bomids to- the saiMriom Coittt' 
of France* $y this m(sans the Qi^eeii of JIuAg^rf wa» en*' 
yironed by fuch numerous hoftile amMeSyfthaH it was ifiiifriliMii 
for her to refift tai any long time 5 and thoeoiiMejiacyagaiaft* 
her was fib powerful, diat no counter-confederacy eqiud l» ie 
could be formed. This, I fliMl grant, 'was, iiir fomt meafioe^ 
owing to her own un£baibnable ^bftinacy, as well as tptlw 
feliilb views of fome of her enenaiesi for faowevev uMJ^ f!^ 
might think her preteniioos, in common prudence £he {]l^d|. 
upoa the death of hec £alfaer, Iwre yielded to thofe th«l wose 
the nouoft moderate^ in order ta enable her to refift thofe wkeir 
vere fo immodecate as to ain at the total overthrow of h«r 
Houfe. 

This was. Sir, &om the beginning pf the prefent troubles,f 
his Ma^efly's advice to her ;. but this prudent ndvice (he would: 
not, for a long time, give the leaft ear to ; and this not only/ 
Uaitediher enemies amongft themfelves, but indseafeddte views 
aai donaiuis of each,; which reduced his. M^efty tq tUo fetab 
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neceffity of waiting till h«t obftinacy fhould be foftened, and 
the eyes of foitte of htt enemies be opened, by time and future 
accidents. This he vrzs obliged to do before he could openly 
declare in her favour, or ajffift her in any other fliape than by 
granting her fums of money ; but this he did with a fteady de- 
iign to take advantage of every accident that ihould happen : 
Md the behaviour of the French in Germany^ efpecially about 
the time of the battle of Crotzka^ was fuch as furnifhed him 
with AA opportunity wbkh he wifely took care to lay hold of, 
and to make the beft ufe of it he could, whereby he prevailed 
upon both the kings of Pruffia and Poland to withdraw them- 
fidvea from the French alliance, and to make peace with the 
Qpeen of Hungary, upoi^ terms which (he readily agreed to. 

By this prudent condud of his Majefty, it became now 
jfcWblc to form fuch a confederacy in Europe as might, with 
fome hopes of fuccefs, endeavour to oppofe the ambitious de-^ 
£gns of the Court of France ; and to give courage to the 
other Powers of Europe to enter into fuch a confederacy, he 
refolved to fend a body of his Britiih troops to Flanders, in' 
order to have a numerous army formed there ; which, before 
the end of the campaign, raifed fuch terrors in France, 
as prevented their fending fufficient reinforccnients to their 
troops already in Germany, and likcwife prevented their join* 
ing the Spaniards with fuch armies as mi^t have overwhelmed 
the king of Sardinia^ or compelled him to defert the alliance 
he had before, by his Majefty's interpofition, entered into with 
the Queen of Hungary* At the facte time, proper orders 
were given to his Majefty's Admirals in the Mediterranean, 
to prevent the Spaniards from fending any reinforcements or 
provifions by fea to their army in Italy 5 and our fquadron there 
was xefinforced and inftru£led, fo as to enable it to execute 
diefe orders, againflr whofoever (hould dare to abet the Spaniards 
in any fuch attempt. 

By thefe means. Sir, the Queen of Hungary was, before 
the end of the campaign, rcftored to the poffcffion of Bohemia, 
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Weflpbalia was freed from the burden and terror of a French 
army, and the -Spaniards were, during die whole campaign^ 
defeated in every attempt they made againft Italy: buttbtr^ 
were twa things flill remaining to be done -, which were t» 
iim the French entirely out of Germany ; and to.eftaUifli^ 
upon a more ''folid bails, the alliance of the King of Sar<^ 
diflia, in order to drive the Spaniards CBtiirely out of Italy, far 
which purpofe it was requifite to obtain the hearty concttrrend^ 
of the Dutch. Thefe things were to be the work of the next 
campaign, and therefore as early as the feafon would permit^ 
the army which had been formed in Flandem marched inl» 
Germany ; and his Majefty not only joined it iritli a confidci^ 
rable body of his eleftoral troops, but went in perfon to com^ 
mand the army^ and by his valour and condud:, chiefly, the 
glorious battle of Dettingen was obtained, which compelled 
the French to evacuate Germany, and not only put the Queen 
of Hungary in pofleffion of all Bavaria, but opened a free paC- 
fage for her armies to the Rhine; fo that France, from being 
the invader of the dominions of others, had now enough to do 
to defend her own. 

Whilft his Majefiy was thus triumphing over the arms of 
France in the field, he equally triumphed Qver her councils in 
the Cabinet i for, notwithftanding the utmoft efforts of France 
to the contrary, he prevailed with the Dutch to fend a body of 
20,000 men to the affiftance of the Queen of Hungary ; and 
a definitive treaty of alliance was concluded at Worms, be- 
tween his Majefty, the Queen of Hungary, and die King of 
Sardinia, by which, alliance, and affiftance of that Prince was 
eftabliihed upon a firm bafis : and experience has already (hewn 
the great ufe it may be of to us, in defeating the defigns of 
our enemies the Spaniards in Italy ; which will convince that 
haughty nation of its being neceflary for them to cultivate a 
good correfpondence with Great- Britain, if they have a mind 
tcr be quiet in their own pofTeffions, or to difturb the pofTeffions 
of aj^ of their neighbours. 

Thcfc 
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Tbefe great Mi une^peded events^ Sir, bave been all' 
Jbroui^ abcttit hy the wifdom and vigonr of his Majefty's 
CMRok, aiid therefoire tre cannot in gratitude omh caking 
iflDticB of tharn opon tbis oocafioiu I was very fenftbfe, ^ac 
jleiewem imay G«ademeh in, this Houfe^ who could have 
ttt them m a clearer Hght, and recommended them to your 
i rt nfatoafm ii with grsaeer esiergy than I can ^ but I koew your 
gi efti tt p and dkit)r to your Sovereign^ and the luftre of thofe 
jemiil^ Wna in itfetf fe reftdgeat^ that I thought it reqoired na 
Htflt itfgnf of do^ennce to ecxeite yonr grateftil ac)enoiidedg-^ 
ettintai t bei e fe e e I tdntmrdi tor andertidce die taft, and hope I 
AAWfcvgivm my aarogatjag to onyielf the >onaur« 

HmntraUt Sduutrd Gohcj Dec. i» 1743* 
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ANECDOTE. 

IN the Grecian and Roman Commonwealths, their tradefmen 
and labourers gained laurels in the field of battle by their 
courage, and returned to gain a fubfiftence for themfelves and 
families by their induftry ; but when they began to keep Hand- 
ing armies, their foldiers, itis true, for fome time gained lau- 
rels in the field, but they returned to plunder, and at laft to 
fubdue their country j which, put an end to their freedom, and 
of courfe to every thing that was praife- worthy amongft them. 
God forbid our fate ihould be the fame ! It is a miftake to 
imagine, that our tradefmen would be drawn away from their 
labour by breeding them up to mSitary difcipline ; on the con- 
trary, they might be brought to ufe it as their diverfion, and 
then they would return with more alacrity to their ufual labour. 
In former times, our holidays, and even Sundays, were em- 
ployed in the exercife of the long bow^ and other warlike di- 
verfions ; and I muft think, that fuch days would be better 
employed in that way, than in fitting at an alchoufe, or loiter- 
ing in a fkittle, or nine-pin ground : 'but fuch a change of 
manners is not to be introduced without the afliftance of Go- 
yernment. 

Mr. Sandys^ Feb, 3, 1737. 

Oliver Cromwell, when he turned every Member of 
this Houfe out of doors ; whfen he bid one of his foldiers 
take away our mace^ that fooPs bauble^ as he called it, liad 
not a much more numerous regular army than we have at pre- 
fent on foot ; and though the army under King James the Se- 
cond behaved in a more honourable way, yet fuch a behaviour 
is not much to be depended on ; for I am convinced, even that 
an army would not have behaved as they did, if the difcontent- 
ed had not had an army to repair to; or if proper meafures 
had been taken to garble them a little before hand. 

Mr. Shipten^ Feb, 3, I737» 
Vol. I. D Before 
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Before I make my Motiori for fettling on bis Royal High- 
nefes the Prince of Wales, one hundred thoufand pounds a 
year, give me leave, Sir, to inquire into thefe feveral fecunda- 
tions : and to begin with the Idt, I fliall flaew^ from many un- 
doubted authorities, that the Prince oif Wales has always had, 
and ought to have^ a fufficie^t provifion fettkd upon him, in 
fuch a manner, as to render hicn as independent of the Crown 
as any other fubje£t can be. To recount all the precedents 
that occur in our hiftorics aad records, would take «p too 
much of your time, and tI:^refore I Iball take notice of only 
the moft remarkable. King Henry the Hid granted to his 
ddeftfon Edward, afterwards King Edward the Ift, the Duchy 
el Guienoe, before he was fourteen years of age; and the mo^ 
inent the Prince was m^^ried^ he not only confirnied his former 
Grant by a new Patent, but Itkewife granted bimi, and put 
faim ia poffeffion of, the Earldom of Chefter, the cities and 
towns of Brifix)!, Stamford^ and Grantham, with feveral 
other cafiks and, manors -, created him Prince of Wales, to 
lyhich he annexed aB the conquered lands in that Principality, 
and appropriated him Lieutenant-Governor of Ireland, thougb 
he was then but juft turned oi fauriun \ all which was done,. 
as the hiftojdans exprefs it, itt maiurja ad rjs graviores germda» 
expertus redder etur. By this^enerofity and benevolence, of the 
King towards his eldeft fon, that Prince was early in his youth 
eftabliflied in a ftate of independence and grandeur j and thofe 
paternal favours were afterwards fully repaid by that illuftrious 
and heroic Prince, for he after^vards proved his father's chief 
and only fupport. Every one knows how by his condufl: and 
courage, at the battle of Emjham^ he relieved his father out of 
the hands of his enemies, and reftored his affairs after they 
were brought into a moft dangerous and defperate ftate. Nay, 
not only the King himfe/f, but the nation reaped fignal fervices 
from the free and independent circumftances in which the 
King had fo early placed his fon. A ftate of independency 
naturally ennobles and exalts the mind of man j and the efFeils 
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of it were moft confpicuous in this wife and brave Princi^ for 
he afterwards became the glory 6[ England, and the terror of 

The next precedent I (hall take notice of is, that of Edward 
die Black Prince, upon whom Edward the Hid his father, 
fettled at different times the Earldom of Chefter, the Duchy of 
Cornwall, the Principality of Wales, the Duchy of Guiennc, 
and the Principality of Aquitain. That wife and grave Prince, 
Sir, was fo ienfible of the reafonablenefs of the ancient maxim of 
England, with regard to the King's eldeft fon, that he took care 
every future Prince of Wales ihould have fomething to depend on, 
independent of his father, from the very mon^ent of his birth : 
for which purpofe he fettled, by h& of Parliament, the Duchy 
of Cornwall in fuch a manner, that the King's eldef): Ton, 
and Heir Apparent to the Crown, has erer fince been Duke 
of Cornwall as fpon as born, and without any new Grant from 
the King ; from whence has arifen the common pf overb, natu$ 
^, nm datus^ dux Cormtbia. Some of the latter Grants of that 
King might, indeed, proceed from the great perfonal merit of 
the fpn, but the (irft Grants could not proceed from any fuch 
confideration ; they could proceed only from his own wifdom, 
and from the general maxim I have mentioned ; for the Prince 
was not then three years old, when his father fettled upon him 
by Patent the Earldom of Chefter^ he wasbut feven years old, 
when Cornwall was ereded into a Duchy, and fettled upon 
him by AGt of Parliament as before-mentioned ; and he yrjLS 
but thirteen when the Principality of Wales was fettled upon 
him. Soon after that time, indeed, his perfonal merit began 
to appear x But how came it to appear ? Its early appearance 
i\A appear^ and cotdd only proceed from hi^ father's having em« 
ployed hitn in, and inured him to the ftudy of weighty afiairs, 
at an age when mbfk Princes are induftrioufly taught to think 
of nothing but baubles and toys. 

The fame condu&, Sir; that wife King obfe^ed during that 
brave Princt^s. life : he was continually heaping favours upoit 
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the Prince his fon,'and the Prince was continually repaying thetif 
with glorious z&s of gratitude and filial duty. When he wa^r 
feventecn, he fully repaid all former favours, by having the chief 
fliarc of the vi<aory obtained over the French at the famous bat- 
tle of Crefly* In the twenty-fourth$ or twenty ^fifth year of this 
Prince's age, the King invefted him with the Duchy of Gui- 
enne, which new hvonr he foon afterwards repaid by fending 
the French King home prifoner to his father, after having taken, 
him at the ever-memorable battle of PtiUiiers* And . in the 
two and thirtieth year of that Prince's age, a gre^t part of 
France having been conquered and fubdued by his valour, the 
King bis father ereSed Guienne^ Gafcany^ and feveral oth^r 
provinces of France, into a Principality, under the name of 
the Principality of Aquitain, with which be invefted the Prince 
his fon : this new favour the Prince likewife foon repaid, by 
carrying the glory of the Britilh arms into Spain, and replacing 
Peter upon the Throne of Caftile, after having defeated the 
ufurper Henry at the battle of Nejara in that kingdom : for all 
which glorious viftories, and many other great fcrvices done 
to his native country, the nation was fo grateful to his memory, 
that immediately after his death, or at leaft as foon as their 
grief for the lofs of fo brave a Prince would give them leave, 
the Houfe of Commons addreffed the King to create his fon 
Prince of Wales, and Duke of Cornwall, which that wife 
King immediately agreed to^ for his grandfon being then Heir 
Apparent to the Crown, he became ei^titled, by the maxim I 
have mentioned, to an independent fettlement : but as he was 
not the King*s eldeft fon, 'he had no pretence, from any for* 
mer precedent, to the Principality of Wales j and his right by 
the late AQ. to the Duchy of Cornwall, was thought to be doubt- 
ful by the Lawyers of that age ; the Lawyers being then, it 
ieems, as dexterous at ftarting doubts and fcruples, as the 
Lawyers of the age we now live in. 

Give me leave. Sir, to mention one other precedent ; that 
%f Prince Henry, afterwards the glorious King Henry the Vth, 

whom 
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whom his father Henry IV. in the very firft year of his reign 
created Prince of Wales,, Duke of Cornwall, and Earl of 
Chefter, though the Prince was then b«t twelve years of age ; 
.all which grants were recorded upon the Parliament's requeft, 
in order to prevent any poflibility of a revocation : and though 
that King was naturally of a jealous and a fufpicious temper, 
yet we find, during his whole reign, he was every now and 
then majcing new grants to the Prince his fon, even tho* 
he was fometimes malicioufly made to believe the Prince was 
^onfpiring ag^inft him. This Prince, it is true, fell into fome 
cxcefles incident to youth and idlenefs ; but, from the firft part 
of his life, and from his condua after he became King, we may 
judge that thofe exceffes were rather owing to his fether*s 
jealoufy than to his own natural temper : for when he was but 
about fixteen, he by his valour contributed greatly to his 
father's yidlory over the rebels at Shrewfbury ; and the very 
next year, having been .cntrufted with the command of his 
father's army againft the rebels in Wales, by his condufl and 
courage, he gave them two fignal defeats ; by which he gained 
fomuch eftecm, that the King, his father, from his own natural 
and unhappy temper, and not from any undutiful behaviour in 
his fon, began to grow jealous of him, and therefore never 
afterwards employed him in any public affairs j fo that the ex- * 
cefles he fell into, probably proceeded from the idlenefs of his 
life, and the a£tivity of his genius j or, perhaps, rather from 
a defign of removing from his fathfer all future occasions of 
jealoufy. This, indeed, feems to be confirmed, or at leaft 
rendered the nwft probable conje<£tiire, by his conduft after he 
became K«ig; for immediately upon his acceffion, he banifhed 
from his prefence all the companions and fycophant upholders 
of his former debaucheries, and became one of the greateft, 
and one of the moft glorious Princes that ever fat upon the; 
Englifh Throne. 

The late King James the lid, when Duke of York, and the late. 
Queen Anne, when Princefe of Denmark, were both provided 
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for. The Duke of York had a great fettleikent riiade upon 
him by Parliament, foon after the Reftoration, though be was but 
Prefumptive Heir to the Crown, hi» brother King Charjes being 
then in a capacity of having children, who would hav0 given 
him a more e(Fe<Stual excluHon than could ever be attained by 
Parliament, till his own ridiculous meafures put.it in their 
power : and the late Queen Anne, when Princefs of Denmark, 
had alfo a great fettlement made upon her by authority of Par- 
liament, tho' King William and Queen Mary were both then 
alive, and in a capacity of having children^ fo that the Princefs 
Anne, when that fettlement v^s made, was but the Prefumptiv^ 
Heir to the Crown. 

From thefe precedents it appears, that the maxim of having 
an independent provifion fiettled upon the Prefumptive or Appa- 
rent Heir of the Crown, is a maxim that has ever been obferved 
in this nation. 

Mr. Pulumyy Feb* 23, 1737* 

yulius Cafar had as great reafon as any man can ever have, 
to difcourage virtue, and reward the vicious : Julius Cafar did 
ibmetimes threaten men /or doihg^ their duty ; but JuUm Cafar 
was always extremely ihy of putting fuch threats in execution. 
We are told, that when he went to feiizie upon the &cred trea- 
fure of Rome, and was oppofed by Metellusy the Tribune, he 
threatened to kill Metellus ; and at the fame time told him, 
I/lud ncnne fcis adolefcentule^ longe miht difficilius dUere^ quam 
facere. This was threatening a man for doing his duty ^ but 
Julius Cafar took care not to put his threat in execution. * ' 

Mr. LytultoHy Jan. 2B9 1738.* 

I REMEMBER 3 ftory that was told of a great favourite of 
Charles the lid. This Gentleman, who was a true cavalier, 
fought for the father, and was baniihed with the fon, whom he 
attended all the tioie of his exile. Upon the reftoration of the 
Royal Family he contiaued ftil) |p>(plQw his mafter's fortune. 
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but never minded his owh ; till his continual attendance at 
Court, his giving into all the fafhionable expences of the 
times, aijd the figure which his intimacy with his Majefty 
obliged him to fupport, at laft exhaufted every {hilling of his 
cftate. But fuch was this Gentleman's modefty, j[a virtue 
you'll fay very rarely to be met with in the favourite of a Mor 
narch) that he never made one folicitation in his own behalf, 
though he had many opportunities of doing it. At laft the 
King, being informed of his circumftances, took occafion one 
day, as the Gentleman was foKciting a pojl for pne of his 
friends, to tell him, " Sir, you have been a very faithful and a very 
" conftant fervant to me ; I have had very great fatisfa£Kon in 
** your company, without your being a fhilling the better for 
" me, though I am perfuaded your eftate has fuffered confiderr 
" ably in my fervice- As you are a man of fenfe, and fit for 
^' bufinefs, why do you not a(k for fomething for yourfelf ?'' 
The Gentleman made no other return to his Majefty at that 
time, but a profound acknowledgment of the honour he had 
received, by his iVlajefty's being fo ipindful of him s but fome 
time after, being all alone with the King, ^ Pray, Sir," fays 
he to his Majefty, «« be fo good as to lend me half a crown.'* 
^ Half a crown !" anfwers the King, " what do you mean ? 
" if you have occafion for a larger fum you may have it." 
^ ffo, no,'* replies the Gentleman, ** this fmall piece does very 
^^ well to begin with ; for I havp often obferved, that once put 
" you in the way of giving, it is eafy to ^ keep you iii it, and 
*' then you do not care how much you give." ^^ ^.. 

There is fomething in this pretty applicable to our granting 
money for the public fervicc. The fum. Sir, originally afked 
for, and granted, is but fmall^ and makes no great figure, peiw 
haps, in the public accounts-; but an accumulation of that 
fum from time to time, obtained when we were in a giving 
humour, makes at length, a moft enormous article. 

Sir nomas Jjion^ Jan. 28, 1738. 
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It was a maxim with Julius Cafar^ never to venture even s 
battle, if the difadvantages that might enfue from a defeat 
appeared to be greater than any advantages he could expedl 
from a victory ; and in Africa, ^ye are told, that he bore with 
many infuUs and indignities, from the adve'rfe army, only be- 
caufe by a little patience, he had reafon to expeft being able to 
obtain a victory with lefs blood- (bed ; and in refolving upon 
peace. or war, the fame maxim ought to be obferved. 

Horace IVaipok^ EJq\ Jan. ^Z^ 11 Z^' 

Both the circumftances of Europe, and the circumftances 
of Spaiii, are now, my Lords, very different from what they 
were in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, or in the time of Oliver 
Cromwell. In. Queen Elizabeth's reign, Spain was the <m\y 
formidable power in Europe, and we had as much reafon as 
any other of her neighbours to endeavour to reduce her {)ower. 
For this prurpofe, Queen Elizabeth took the wifeff courfe that 
could be taken, by encouraging and fupporting the Civil War 
in.th^ Netherlands; by which means^ Che at 1 aft enabled the 
Seven United Provinces t6 throvv *)fF the yoke of Spain ; anil 
, the whole ' power of Spain being 'applied towards fupporting 
their dominion over the Netherlands, *^hey could neither fpare 
money for fortifying their fettlements. in' America, nor could 
they fend any regular troops thither. for iefen3ing theis; fo 
that even our- private adventurers had great fuccefs,^ and often 
got rich booties by, privateerings and by. jncMrfions upon thofe 
fettlements ; for, ; as there was no good correfpohdehce b^tviteen 
J^rarice and Spain, and an open war between Spain and H<4r 
hnd, the Spaniards could not make ufe of either French or 
Dutch veflels, for carrying on their trade with their Settlements 
ih America ; and befides, as the French were then involved in 
civil wars, they durft not venture to difoblige Engla;id,:by 
affifting Spain, either openly or by underhand dealings. ,. ;^ ,, 

In Oliver Crpmwell's time, my Lords, we know that the 
Spaniards were engaged in a heavy war with France, which 

rendered 
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itndered diem unable to provide for the fecurity of their trade 
and poiTeifions in America ; and though, by our taking part 
with France in that war, we got the ifland of Jamaica, which 
was a valuable**inuifition, yet I muft think, it would have been 
lucky for this nation, if Oliver had joined with France againfl: 
Spain J for it was his fatal union with France, that laid the 
foundation of the ejcceflive power of that kingdom, which has 
fince coft this nation fp much blood, and fo many millions ot 
money. And now, my Lords, with regard to both thefe war% 
\ muft obferve, that notwithftanding our great fuccefles againfl: 
Spain, in Oliver's time, that nation was not eafily, or fobn 
reduced to comply with fuch terms as we thought reafonable, 
for both Qi{een Elizabeth and Oliver Cromwell left the war to 
be put an end to by their fuccefibrs. 

J^ord Hervey^ Feb, 5t2, 1738* 

Every nation in Europe is proud of feeing the younger 
children 'of their Royal Family . make a figure in the world. 
The provifion which his Majefty has been pleafed to make, is 
but very moderate. Twenty-four thoufand pounds a year, can 
neverbe thought too much to the four Princefies \ and i5,oo<>L 
per annum is lefs, I believe, than any fecond fon of the Royal 
Family ever had befpre : the younger brother of Charles the lid 
bad lo^ool. fettled upon him ; and the fmall allowance to the 
Duke,, mentioned in this Bill, is a proof of his Majefty's mo« 
<ieration, and that he has the good of his kingdom, and the 
eafe of his fubje£b, always firft in his thoughts. 

, Lord Delawar^ Feb. 229 i J 29'' 

At the time of the Revolution, the Dutch provided a fqua* 
^ron of fifty men of war, and tranfports for 14,000 men, of 
which a great number was cavalry,- in three months time, for 
accompanying the Prince of Orange to England. I fay, my 
Lords, in three months time ; for it was in July that the 'firft 
I^folution was taken to aifift the Prince of Orange, and 

Urn 



Digitized 



by Google 



42 . B E A U T I E S or T«E I 

fhc States-General prepared fuck an expedition, that foon after 
the beginning of Odober, a fleet of 50 men of war, 25 fri- 
gutcs, 25 firc-lhipB, and ne^r 400 tranfports, with ^n arttly of 
10,000 foot, and 4000 horfe, "v^ere re^dy to fail, and aftually 
4id fail upon the 19th of that month. 

Ldrd Carteret^ Nov. 18^ i740* 

If then we fhould return to die country, my Lords, and 
fell the people, that our government durft not fend forces out 
to invade the enemy, for fear of their invading us, will not 
every man of common fenfe bugh us tofcorn ? Does hot every 
one know, that the beft way to prevent an invafion is to in- 
▼ade ? Did not the Romans fend Scipio to invade the Cartha- 
ginians, at the very time that Hannibal was in Italy, and afanoft 
ab their gates f But the cafe with us is ftill ftronger ^ we CQuld 
eafily have invaded the enemy when and where we pleafed ; 
whereas it was diiScuh and dangerous, if fiot impoffible for 
tbem to invade us at any tiflie^ or in any place. To ptetend 
that we imift always keep a mercenary army of 3t),6oo men \t\ 
Si^itatn and Ird^d, for inpporting our governfnent againft an 
in^afion with '4 or 5000, muft be ridiculous; or it muft be a 
^ery bad compliment upon the illuftriou^ fanlily now upon the 
Throne; bccaufe, it is fuppofing that dicy have few or no 
ft-iends in the nation, but thofc they keep in daily pay. And to 
hy that a common foldier, who has no property, who has 
-neither ara nor focus^ wiH fight agatlift a foreign invader with 
more courage andrefolution than thofc that ftght pro oris (ff 
fos'u^ is, I am furc, a very unjuft reflcdtion upon all the Gen- 
tlemen and all the men of fubftance in the kingdom. 

Lord Carterety Noi^. 18, 1740. 

I KNOW, my Lords, I do not fpeak properly, when in talking 
of what happened in King Charley the Ift's time, I make ufc 
of the term Cabinet CouncUy becaufe it is a term of much la%er 
dale ; for in thofe days, befides this Hoafe, the King had no 
\ other 
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o!kr Council, but that which wc ftill call the Privy Council, 
and of that Council there was always a Committee appointed to 
confider arid take care of foreign aiFairs ; but the Refolutions 
of that Committee were not carried into execution^ till they 
were approved of by the Privy Council : In that Council there 
then fat feveral great Officers, fuch as the Lord High Trca- 
furcr, the Lord High Admiral, and others, who by their birth 
and quality, as well as by the importance of the pofts they en- 
joyed, added weight and dignity to the Coyncil of which they 
were Members ^ but thefe high offices are now fplit into Coni- 
miffions, and fometimes granted to men who have neither 
birth, quality, nor chara^r ; which is not done for the fake of 
difpatching bufinefs (for every one knows, the whole bufinefs 
of the nation, or office, is now chiefly direded by on^ in the 
lame manner it was formerly) but for the fake <rf multiplying 
falarrct and gaining votes. This has very much derogated 
from die hcmor of that Afl^bly, and is, I believe, the chief 
caufe of th|k power being now aloioft entirely ufurped and 
exercifed by^^t is called the Cabinet Council ; but even whdt 
we now call the Cabinet Council, has not always the power 
and influence they feem to have ; for when any one Minifler 
happens to get the fole diredion of all public aiFairs, die other 
Meoobers c^ the Cabinet Council, or at leaft the majority of 
them, ferve only to give a fort of authority to what the Minifter 
has been pkafed to reicdve on. 

J>uii o/Jrgyliy Dec. 8, 1740. 

|n Queen Elizabeth's time, though dieVar againft Spain 
began in 1585, and lafted till that Queen*s death in 1603, 
which was feventeen years, yet in all that time there were but 
three or four expeditions of confequence undertaken againft the 
enemy, either in Spain, or in the Indies j and though the pri- 
vate adventurers got fometimes a rich booty, yet the nation 
never reaped an advantage, nor kept pofleffion of any one place 
4ey had the good foitune to take. Again, in Oliver CromwelPs 

time. 
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$tme, though thc| vizr againft Spain began in 16549 and con* 
finued till hi$ ^f^ath in 1658, yet i^o one expedition was under^ 
taken, or, I beUeve, fo much as thought of, againft any one 
of the dominions of Spajp, except that one expedition by which 
fhe war begu]n9 9nd by which we got and kept the Ifland of 
Jamaica. 

7J^ Lord Cian,^dbrj Dec. S, 1740^ 

My Lqitps, I muft think it yery unlucky in any one, that 
argues in favor of our condu£i; in the prefent war> to mention 
Queen Elizabeth ox Oliver Cromwelhj both of them began war 
againft Spain in a very difterent manner from what we have 
now done. Queen Elizabeth l>egan the war, by landing an 
array into the Low Countries^ to aflift them in throwing off the 
yoke of Spain ; at the fame time fhe fent a fquadron, with land 
. forces on board, to the Weft-Indiqs, not with fimple or am- 
biguous orders for making rqprifah, but exprcfs orders to attack 
the Spanijh fettlements ; and accordingly they tjok a^d plun- 
dered St. Jago^ one of the Gape Verd illands, ^plfo moft part 
of the ifland of St. Domingo^ the tovvn of Carthagenfiy and the 
towns of St. Antonio and St. Helena in Florida^ The yery next 
year after the return of this fleet, fhe fent another under the 
fame Admiral, Drake^ to the coaft of Spain^ which did not lie 
to be ftared at offof iany of their ports, but entered the harbour 
of Cadiz and the river of Lijbon^ and burnt a great; number of 
fliips : and though the Admiral had no land forces on board, 
yet he landed at feveral places upon the coaft of Spain^ and 
ravaged the whole country round. At the* fame time flie fent 
Cavendijh to the South- Sea s^ where he ravaged the whole coaft 
oi Chili and Peru^ and returned to England with a booty vaftly 
rich. The year following was the year of the Spanijh Armada^ 
the fate of which I need not relate. The next year, with the 
affiftance of fome private adventurers, flie fent a ileet and army 
againft Spain itfelf, where they landed at feveral places, beat an 
army that was fent againft them> and might have got a great 

''. booty^ 
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hotfi if they had not amufed themfelves with teftoiin^ the 
dethroned King of Portugal. The four or five years next fol- 
tewinf, that great Queen was chiefly employed in affifting 
Henry the IVth of France againft the Spaniards and his own 
rebellious fubjefts ^ and in the year 1596^ a new fleet and army 
was fent againft Spain under the Earl of EflTex^ who took the 

' cityofCadiz^ burnt or took all the {hips in the harbour, and 
after having done the Spaniards an infinite deal of fervice^ re-^^ 
turned to England with a moft inconfiderable booty. 

Befides thcfe, my Lord, there were feveral other expeditions 
of lefs note undertaken againft Spain in that reign; and if we 
did not, in that time, keep poflcflion of any of the places we 
took from the enemy in the Weft-Indies, it was becaufe wc 
did not then fo much know the value of fettlements in that part 
of the world. But if Queen Elizabeth did not pulh the war 
againft Spain with fo much vigor as fhe might have done, there 
were two reafons for it, which do not now fubCft. In the firft 

: place, our trade, which was then in its infancy, fuflTered but 
very little by the war, and we were yearly getting great riches 
by plundering the enemy at fea or land ; and in the next place, 
that gracious Queen was extremely flby of loading her fubje£b 
with any new taxes, or putting the public to any expence. 
When file found herfelf under no neceflity to fend out forces to 
attack the enemy, or affift her allies, (he kept no army or 
fiiuadron at home, to be a burden and opprefBon upon her own 
fubjeds. She raifed no armies, nor fitted out any fquadrons, 
fcut when flie had immediate occafion for them, or was in 
'Eminent danger ; ' and as foon a$ the fervice, or the danger was 
over, fhe difmifled her armies, and paid ofF her fquadrons : I 
wilhl could fay, we had held the fame conduft ever fince, or 
tkat we now held fuch a condua. 

With^regard to Oliver Cromwell, it is well known he began 
'^s war with Spain by the conqueft of Jamaica, which has fince 
Itfought in fo many millions fterling to England ; and if it had 
not been for a miftake in his General, he would probably have 
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begun it with the conqueft of St. Domingo, which would have 
been an acquifition of much greater confequence to this kingdom*. 
If he did not fecond his blow in the Weft-Indies, it was be- 
caufe he engaged with the French io their war againft the Spa- 
niards in the Netherlands, by which he got pofiei&on of the im- 
portant city and port of Dunkirk ; and he died in little more than 
two months after he had made this new and important acqui- 
iition^ which we might to this day have had in our pofieilion, 
if the Parliament, upon the R^oration, had done their duty,, 
and annexed it to the Crown of England. 

Earl of ChefttrJUId^ Dec. 8, 1740. 

The cafe of the Earl of Briftol, in King Charles the Firft's 
time, may ihow how dangerous it is to accuie a fiivorite Mi- 
nifter, whilft he is in the aenith of his power and intereil: at 
Court. Nothing could be more juft than the accufation brought 
by that Earl againft the Duke of Buckingham, yet it produced 
an accufation againft that Earl, in which the King bimfelf was 
the accuier, and his Attorney General the profc^utor. - This 
was a moft terrible fixation which that noble Earl was brought 
into by his fidelity to his country, and his own honor ; and if 
the power of the Crown had been in the fame condition it is 
now, notwithftanding the heinoufnefs of his charge againft the 
Minifter, notwithftanding his full and well-vouched defence as 
to the charge exhibited againft him, he might, probably, hav^ 
fallen a facrifice to the refentmeiit of that favorite Minifter. 

Earl of Carterety Febi 13, 1740. 

It is with regret I cibrfervfe, that almoft every iSeffion intro- 
duces fomething new, in diminution of the Liberties, or dero- 
gatory to the Conftitution of this kingdom. . In former times^. 
the Grant of a Supply often flood a long Debate in .this Houfe, 
and was fometimes abfolutely refufed \ now it is always. granted 
ntmine cantradicente. The Malt-Tax was never introduced till 
tow«rds the latter end of King William's reign, and was at 
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firft moft ftreaoQUQy oppofed: Nsqr, even diuriag the war io 
Queen Anne's tio^, it wa» often o{i|>ored, and was looked on 
as a tax fo burdenfojoae upon the poor labourers and manufec* 
turers of this kingdoni, that no nuui imagined any Miniflo: 
would have the aflurance to propofe renewing or continuing il^ 
after the war was over. The Mutiny Bill v^s at «^rft thought to 
be a moft dangerous innovation, and was therefore moft vio^ 
iently oppofed^ efjpecially in tinae of peace ; but it is now hecofoe 
fo familiar to us, that we pa& it -regularly every year, without 
the leaft oppofition, as if a Standing Army and a Mutiny A& 
were two things abCblutely neceflary foir the fubfiftence of out 
Conditution. Not many years ago, the Members o^ this Hoiifi^ 
when aiTembled, looked upon tbemfelves as the grand Inqueft 
of the Nation^ and therefore thought themfelves mt dviy bound 
to inquire into every grievance and complaint,. wiliioi»t aj^ 
other foundation than a public rumour j^ but now every Mo^ 
tlon,that tends to an inquiry ii;)£o aoy comphuAt, is rejeSed^ 
or if any fucb inquiry be fet on foot, it is cp»mittc4 to thojfe 
vfbo are themfelyes. (ufpeded of being the original and Qhie€ 
caufe of the complaint. 

Tbusj Sir, we hav^ for feveral years go.ne otk approachii^,. 
I am afraSd, to the confines of flavery ; and in this Sieffion, wo 
have made a new and a very extraordinary flep. TiH this 
SeiHon we have always thought, that every Member of this 
Houfe had a right to vote for a Call of the Houfe.. We are 
fellow-labourers for the public good : we are all jaii^-guardiaa» 
of fhe Liberties of our Country, and every Member has a right 
toinfift upon it, that his companion (hould attend aqd bear an. 
^qual (hare of the burden, or at leaft a fbare proportionable, to 
^is ftrength and capacity. But in. this SeiBon, Sir, we have 
ten a Motion for a Call rejeded, though that Motion was the 
'^fftofthekind that had been made, though it w3$ fupportech 
^yftrong reafohs^ and though it was defircd by near one half 
o^tbofe that were then pfefent^ Thh TmaSt lopk on asa moft, 
ianj^rous innovation j for when we begin to encroach upon, 
3 .or 



Digitized 



byGoOgli^ 



46 BtAlITltt OF ViiK 

or detogate from our own Rights, no man can tell how far 
it may go. I do not know, but I may live to fee the Queftion 
put upon a Gentleman's riling up to fpeak, whether he Jbatt 
iave leave to fpeak ? And if ever fueh a Qufeftion {hoiild be 
put, I ihall not in the l«afl: doubt of its being carried in the 
' negative, in cafe there (hould be a fu^icion of the Gentle- 
man's inftending to utter things difagreeable to thofe that may 
then have the diredion of the Majorities of this Houfe. 

William Pulteney^ Efq\ Jan. 29, 1739. 

I MUST be againft compelling the attendance of fuch Gen- 
tlttaen in this Houfe ; I am far from finding fault with any 
of thofe Gentlemen that have returned; I think they have 
done their duty in doing fo ; but I cannot help comparing them 
to the prefent King of Spain. He, fome years ago, refigned 
his Crown, out of a pet, and, I think, it was a religious or 
confcientious pet too, I wifli they had held him at his word, 
and never allowed him to refume, as they might and ought to 
have done j for his fecond fon, now Prince of Afturias, was 
the natural^ fucceiTof to his eldeft, who died King of Spain, 
But they allowed him to refume his Crown, and we know 
what difturbances he has fmce bred in Europe. • If the Gen- 
tlemen who left their Seats laft SefEon, had been taken at their 
word ; ifwe had ordered their Seats to be filled up by new 
Ele^ons, they could have complained of no injuftice : but 
we have this Seffion allowed fuch of them as have returned, to • 
refume their Seats. In this, we have fhewn ourfelVes to be as 
indulgent as the fubjefts of the King of Spain \ and I hope 
they will take care not to make fuch an ufe of the indulgence 
tbey have met with, as his Catholic Majefty has done. They 
have hitherto. fhewn, that they do not incline to do; but, if 
we fliould call in thofe that, for aught we know, are ftill in a 
bad humour, I do not know what may happen. Evil company, 
}hey iay, corrupts good manners. It is a dangerous experi- 
ment. 
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ment, to mingle the infected with tboTe that are. but juft re- 
covered. For this reafon I was againft the Call. 

Robirt Tracey^ Efq\ Jan. 25, 1735. , 

No Legiflator ever founded a free Government, but avoided 
a {landing army, that Charyidisy as a rock againft which his. 
Commonwealth muft certainly be fhipwrecked, as the Ifraelites^. 
Athenians, Corinthians, Achaians, Lacedemoniaps, Thebans, 
Samnites, and Romans ; none of which nations, whilft they 
kept their liberty, were ever known to maintain any foldier in 
conftant pay within their cities, or ever fuiFered any of their 
fubje£ls to make war their profeifion -, well knowing, that the 
fword and fovereignty always march hand in hand; and therefore 
they trained their own citizensrand. territories about them, per- 
petually in arms; and their whole Commonwealths, by this 
means, became fo many formed militias : a general exercife of 
the bcft of their people in the ufe of arms, was the only bul- 
wark of their liberties, and was reckoned the fureft way to 
preferve them both at home and abroad, the people being fe- ' 
cured thereby as well againft the domeftic aiFronts of any of.. 
their own citizens, as againft the foreign invafions of ambitious 
and unruly neighbours. Their arms were never lodged in 
the hands of any who had not an intereft in preferving the 
public peace, who fought pro arts feT ficisy and thought them- 
felves fufficicntly paid by repelling invaders, that they might 
with freedom return to their own affairs. In tbofe days there 
was no difference between the citizen, the foldier, and the 
hufbandman j for- all promifcuoufly took arms when the public 
fafety required it, and afterwards laid them down with more 
alacrity than they took them up : fo that vve find among the 
Romans, the braveft and greateft of their Generals came from 
the plough, contentedly returning when the work was over» 
ai}d never demanding their triumphs, till they had laid down 
their commands, and reduced themfelves to the ftate of pri« 
vate men. Nor do we find this fanaous Commonwes^lth ever 
Vol. I. E . permitted 
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permitted a difpofitton of their arms in any odfer hand^ till 
their Empire increafing, neceffity conftraiticd them toere£la 
conftant ftipendiary ibidiery abroad in foreign parts, either fo; 
the holding or winning of provinces. Then luxuiy ihcreafing 
with dominion, the firi£t rule and difdpline of freedom foon 
seated, and forces were kept up at home ; which focm proved 
rf fuch dangerous confcqucnce, that the people were forced , 
to make a law to employ them at a convenient diftance : which 
was, that if any General marched over .the river Rublcony he 
fhouM be declared a public enemy. And in the pafTage of diat 
rivcr^ the Allowing infcription was ere£led, tmperator five 
miles ^ five tyr annus armatus quifquh fiftita ; 'Oexillum armaque de^ 
penitOj nee eitra bunc amnem trajicit(h And this made Cutfar^ 
when he had prefumed to pafs this river, to tiiink of nothing 
but the preiEng on to the total oppreffion of that glorious 
Empire. 

Mr. Hutchefiny Fit. t2y 1740. 

Sir, it is a new dodlrinc in this nation, and abfolutely in- 
cortfiftent with our Conftitution, to tellus, that his Majefty 
nfiay, and ought, in the difpofa! of ofSces and favours^ to con* 
fider Gentlemen's behaviour in this Houfe. Let his Majefty 
be never fo well convinced of the wifdom and uprightncfs of 
his meafures, he ought not to take the leaft notice of what is 
fa5d or done by any particular man in this Houfe. He is a 
traitor to our Conftitution that advifcs his Majefty to do fo ; 
:and if reports arc carried to his Majefty, wiA regard to the 
behaviour of any particular Member df Parliament in this 
Houfe, or at any Eleftion, he ought to do with them5 as it is 
. faid .King William did with the Papers of a Plot he had dif- 
covered. By perufing one of themy he found reafon to fuf- 
pe6l feme of his Courtiers hai been concerned ; whereupon he 
threw them all into the flames, that they might not furnilh 
him v^ith fufpicions againft thofe he took to be his friends. 
S The 
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The fainc Monarch* fh'cwed another inftance of his gcncrofity^ 
and of his' regard for our Conftitution. A pofl: in tfe'e army 
having fallen vacant, the Gentleman who had the next right to 
it, happbned^o be' a Member of this Houfe, and one that had 
bppofed the Court, which few Officers do now-a-days ; the 
Minifters, as ufual, were agalnft his preferment, becaufe he 
had oppofed the King's Meafures in rarliament ; but the King 
told them, he had* always behaved well as an OMcer, and he 
had nothing to do with his behaviour in Parliament. 

Honourable Edward Digby^ March 23, I74l» 

Whatever notion fome Gentlemen may have of abfolute 
power, Sir, it has been thought neceflary^in all countries for 
prefcrving fubordination and difcipline in an army. In the 
fcoman Commonwealth, from its very firft original, the Ge- 
nerals of theiV armies had a mojt abfolute and unlimited power 
over every Oflicer and Soldier in the army. They could not 
only prefer and reduce, but punilfi even with death itfclf, by 
their fole authority, and without the fentencc of any Court 
Martid. The ftory of Manliusj who put his own fon to 
death, for fighting the enemy againft his orders, is ib well 
I^owA, that I need not put Gentlemen In mind of it. Not; 
only particular men, but whole armies, were among the iJ^- 
nim fub]e(9; to be puniflied by the fole and abfolute power o^ 
their General 5 for we read that Jppiusy in the very infancy of 
that Commonwealth, caufed every tenth man in the army to 
be whipped 'for flying from die enemy ^ befides punifhing fome 
of the Officers with death. And, I believe, there is now no 
country in the world, where their armies enjoy fo much free* 
dom, or fq much fecurity againft being opprelled by their 
Commanders', as both the Officers and Soldiers of our Britlih 
armies enjoy. 

Colonel Conway^ Feb, 7, 1750. 

Z% The 
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The old Nabob Meer Jajter, if ever Muffulman had x 
rriendfhip for a Chriftiari, had a friendlhip for me. When 
the news of my appointment reached Bengal, be immediately 
quitted Muxadav^dy came dowii to Calcutta; impatiently 
waited my arrival fix weeks ; fell ill ; returned to his Capital^ 
and .died ! Two or three days before his death, in the prefeiicc 
of his wife, and in the.prcfence of his Minifter, he faid to his 
fon and fucceflor, ** Whatever you think proper to give to Lord 
Clive on your own account, the means are in your power : 
But as a tcftimony of my affection for him, I defire you will 
pay to Yiitd'y as a legacy from me, five lacks of rupees." I muft 
obferve, that the Nabob's death happened whilft I was on |ny 
Voyage,* arid fome months before my arrival In Bengal. The 
principal and intereft amounted to near feventy thoufand pounds. 
The WhoFe of the money, added to about forty thousand pounds 
more, which; I prevailed on the Nabob to beftow, is eftabliihed 
for a Military Fund, in fupport of Officers, and Soldiers who 
may be invalided in any part of India, and alfo in fupport of 
theif widows. 

LordQtvey A&r^A 30, 1772. 

If Gentlemen will learch the Records in the Tower, they, 
tvill find that the town of Calais in France, when it belonged 
to the Imperial Crown of thefe Realms, was not taxed till it 
fent Reprcfentatives to Parliament. Two fiurgefies from Ca- 
lais aSuatly- fat and voted in this Houfe. Then, and not till 
then, w^s Calais taxed. The Writ out of Chancery, and 
the Return to it, in the reign of Edward the Vlth, with the 
names of the Burgefles, are'ftill exUnt. I faithfully gave them 
to the Public from attefted copies. 

Mr. TVilkes^ Feh. 1775. 

The adopting of the meafures of fupporting large ftaoding 
armies, to ienforce the fovereignty over their provinces, (an 
alluring motive) has fubjugated them all in their turns, and ex- 
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tinguiihed their cbnfiitutional provifions and barriers againft 
tyranny. ' 

To pafs over die leflcr States, t)ot only Marius, and Sylla, 
and Cafar^ but Auguftus and Tiberius, thofe able tyrants, 
who fyftcmatically ruined the Roman Empire and her liberties, 
atchicved it by troops raifed to maintain the Roman Sovereignty 
over their provinces. They did, indeed, fubdue thofe pro* 
vinccs i and their projeft reached ftill farther than they ex- 
peSed; for it ftopped not till the Military Power, cftabli&ed 
by them for that end, overturned the Imperial Power itfelf.— 
In lefs than fifty years ffom the death of Jugujlus^ thofe armies 
xaifed to keep^ the provinces in iawc, had no lefs than thrc^ 
Emperors on foot at the fame timej and thenceforward the 
Military Power difpofc of the Empire, and gave to whom it 
plcafcd the throne of the Cafars. .Whoever will calmly ex- 
amine ;hofc precedents, it is impoffible but they muft be con- 
vinced, that the like caufes muft have fimilar efFefts. Op- 
preffed by an overgrown army, the Liberty of America, and 
Ireland^ (for that ftands next in the minifterial plan) and after- 
wards that of Great-Britain, will follow of courfe;— the 
Monfter of Defpotifm will only grant even to the latter the 
favour intended for Vl^esy that of being laft devoured. 

Lord Irnhamj Feb. 6, 1775. 

Thi cruel and perfecuting means devifcd for enforcing our 
meafures againft America, exa£lly refemblc the mode adopted 
by Marjhal Rozsn^ King James the Second's French General 
in Ireland, in order to reduce the rebelHqus citizens, and other 
defenders of Londonderry. They, brave men, as the Ameri- 
cans are now, were ftyled traitors and rebels ; and they, as 
well as our rebellious fubje£b in America, were to be ftarved 
into compliai^ce j that is, the means employed were to be juf- 
tified by the goodnefs of the caufe. An order was fent by 
Rozen, obliging the garrifon of Derry to fubmit j which was 
to 9©lka the wives> children, and aged parents of the gar- 
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rifon, .to drive them under the walls of the town, i^^e to 
perifh in the prefence of their parents, hufbands, and other 
relations s sind if they offered to return, to fire on them, and 
n^ffacre Aetn. $ut wea^, in&tuated, and bigoted as that 
t^rince was, his heart revolted at fuch a horrid expedient of 
fubduing his enemies \ for as foon as it reached his .knowledge^ 
he in^mediately countermanded the barbarous order, and lefc , 
the inoQcent and unoffending to their liberty. 

Marquis of Rockingham^ M^rcb i6, l^^S• 

Of thirty-three Sovereigns of England, finca William the 
Conqueror, thirteen only have afcended the Throne by divine 
hereditary Right ; the reft owe their Royalty to the zeal and 
yigpur pf ijie People of England, in the maintenance^ of Con- 
ftitutionstf Freedom. . 

The Will of the People, fuperfeding an hereditary Claim to 
SuccelEo;j, at the comqiencement of the twelfth century, 
placed Henry the Ift oa the Throne of this Kingdoni, with 
condition that h(e would abrogate the vigorous laws made fince 
the Norman Invafion, re^ore the Government as in the days 
of Edward the Confeflbr, and aboUfli all unjuft and arbitrary 
Taxes, 

King Stephen obtained the Crown, and Henry the lid 
kept it, on the fame exprefs terms: yet, ^ir, in the days of 
King John, it yras judged expedient, no Ipnger to truft to 
mere oral declarations, :^hich State chicane and fophiftry had 
of late ' years occaiionally explained away, but to compel that 
J^rince folemnly to regifter an affirm?ince of the antient Rights 
of the People in a formal manner; and this neceflary work 
was accompltfhed by the Congreis at Runnemedey in the year 
,1115: an Aflcmbly which ought never to be fpoken of by 
the Reprefentatives of the Commons of England, but with the 
profoundeft veneration. 

An honourable and learned Member over the way mention- 
ed, a few evenings ago, the introdu^on of foreign troops 
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iixto M$ lAuid ki the Reign of Henry the IIM, as a pi«cedent 
to warrant the preTent ftretch of Regal Prerogative in the 
cafe (^ Ae Hanoverian Mercenaries ; as that Member is not 
now in the Houft^ I ihall be more coociie in treating of the 
e^nts be alluded to, than I otherwife intended. Sir, in the 
Reign of Henry the Hid, {about the year 1233) the Barons^ 
Clergy, and Freeholders, refuted two diftinA Summoiifes to 
Parliatn^tt and underftanding that the King, as Earl of 
Poi^m^ bad landed ibme of his Continental Troops in the 
feftern pons of England, with a defign to ftrengthen a moft 
odious and arbitrary fet of Minifters, they aflembled in a Con* 
vtnUon^ w Congr^^ from whence they difpatched Deputies to 
King Heiyry s decl^fing, that if he did not immediately fend 
back diofe P^Uhuvtans^ and lemove from his Peribn and 
Councils evil advifers, they would pl^ce on the Throne a 
Prince who fluMild better obferve the Laws -of the Land.-— Sir, 
the Kii^ not only he^ened to that Congrefs^ but Shortly af-f 
ter complied with every article of their demands, and pubf 
lickly notified his reformation. Now, Sir, what are we to 
caU that Afiembly which dethroned Edward the lid, when the 
Archbilhop of Canterbury preached a fermon on this text. 
The veke \f tbt People isthi volce^ of God. And when a learned 
Judge, in the cbara£lcr of Procurator for the mafs of the 
Freemen, furrendered the homage and fealty of the People of 
England, alkdging that the original compaift, thrcwgh whicji 
they were bound to Allegiance, was diiTolved, by the ufe and 
^ggrandiaement of ill Counfellors; by the Adminiftration of 
Government, which agreed not widi the ancient Law3 of t^^ 
L&tul, and by a total difregard to the advice and fupplications 
of his Majefty's faithful but aiBided fubjeds, Richard tho 
Ud (like die unhappy Edward) fell a victim to defpotic ob- 
ftinacy Md favoundfm ; and to this King^ in the fame man** 
>ier, was f«crre«idered, by Commiffioners (or Proctors) the al* 
l«gi«aQC of his Ms^^% ^ 'a«d a Prince of the Houfc of Lan- 
caftw (fiMftMter of our prcfent Moft Gradpqs Majefty's royaji 
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line) was invited over from banifliment, and ele£led by the 
People to the Throne. But, Sir, before I difmifs this Reign, 
it may be proper to obferve, that Richard entij-ely fubverted 
the Conftitution of the Upper Houfe of Parliament ; for he 
made.it an appendage to the Crown, introducing Peers by 
Creation in prejudice to the territorial Baronies : and with re- 
fpcd to the other Houfe, he fcnt orders to the Sheriffs of the 
fevcral Counties throughout England, to return,only fcch Re- 
prefentativcs to Parliament, as (hould, on every occafion, im- 
plicitly obey the royal mandate. Nay, Sir, both Boufes couy' 
jointly went at laft fo far, as to commit their whole parlia- 
mentary power into the hands of a Cabinet Junto of Mi- 
nifters, having, however, firft obtained the Pope's leave for 
fo doing. I wi(h Gentlemen, who contend for fupreo^e - So- 
vereignty in the Crown and Parliament, denying any Rights 
of the People in pre-eminence to their joint authority] would 
apply fuch argument to the State of King, Lords, and Com- 
mons at that sera. I fliall next proceed to the general Coa-> 
vention and Congrefs, which, in 1461, enthroned the Earl of 
March in Weftmlnfter-Hall, by the name of Edward fhe 
IV th, the Primate of all England collefting the Suffrages of 
the People j and at that period, even the Lancajirian Hiftorians 
date the commencement of his Reign. 

' But to come to modern occurrences : in 16599 a QfiventUny 
or Congrefsy TtAortd legal Monarchy in the perfoo of King 
Charles the lid, who was then no farther diftant. from thi« 
Ifland than the town of Breda ; and being prefled by many of 
the Royal Partizans to iffue his Writs for i lawful Parliament^ 
he made anfwcr, that he would rather be indebted for his Re-, 
ft oration to the uninfluenced fenfe of the People of England, 
taken in a free Aflembly. 

On the 26th of December, 1688, was held a ConvintUn^ or 
Congrefs^ at St. James's, where the Prince of Orange prc- 
fided 5 and there were prefent moft of the furviving Members 
>vho b^d ferved in any one "Of the Parliaments of King Cbailas 
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the Second, Ae Lord Mayor» the AMcrmen^ and about fiffy of 
the Common-Council, &c. and on the 22d of January follow^ 
ing, by virtue of notices iflued on the aforefaid 26th ofX)ececn« 
ber^ at St. James's, die memorable Convention Parliament 
affemWed in this Houfe, and perfedled the glorious work of the 
Re volution - 

Irtiian, Sir, from thefe examples and arguments, to deduce 
for ah'unfontrovertible truth, that all the fubje<as of the Britifli 
empire have a right to be governed according to the fpirit of our 
ancient conftitution, by which no freeman could be taxed with- 
out his confent, either in perfon, or by his fubftitute : and not* 
withftanding the infringement of this right under fome of our 
Norman Kings and their fucceflbrs, yet we find William the 
Conqueror himfelf confirming it in his code of laws, the year 
Wore his deceafe. And the feme explicit declaration in it^ 
favour from our Englift Jujimian^ King Edward the Firft, in 
*c charter of the 25th, and ftatutes of the 34th of his reign, 
admitted to be among the earlieft authentic records of Parlia- 
racnt extant, according to the prefent mode of fummons. 

I have, I think, fhewn, that our Kings, in former days, have 
not fcrupled to treat with a Congrefs ; that many of the beft of 
them owe their Crowns to fuch national meetings^ and that 
this nation has, on the one hand, been faved from defpotifm, and, 
on the other hand, from anarchy, by a Convention or Congrefs ; 
which (urely poflefles fome advantages over a Parliament : for 
being free from minifteriai management, having neither place* 
nien, penfioners, nor dependent retainers on their lift, are more 
toy to hear the fincere diSates of confcience, and the unpol- 
luted fenfe of thofe they reprefent. But, Sir, however inad^ 
miffible the voice of a Congrefs might be deemed as afts of 
kgillation, yet I conceive that their plea, in the charafter of 
Advocates for the conftituent body by whom they are commif . 
Coned, ought in juftice, as well as found policy, to be liftencd 
^0. A poBdilious delicacy now in fafliion, which we ftylc ^he 
dignity of the Crown and Parliament, will) if madly perfifted in, 
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tot tt kaft half the biMd ud fiibftsuice of Gitat^dtain* Tfat 
moft bavghty and powerful Monarch of his time» Lewis the ' 
^IVtb, when there was .a formidable commotion ia the Cr* 
mnmes^ condeicended to depute two Marihals of France to 
enter into a treaty with the male-contents* Peace was accord* 
ingly made, and the terms of it were afterwards ikitfafullj 
fiilglkd. 

Look) Sir, into the hiftory of the proudeft, as well as moft re« 
aowncd people that ever exifted, the Romans ; obierve the con« 
clufion of tbiir Snial War^ and you will fee they weie not 
^ve negociating a peace with thefe very infurgents, whom 
they bad before, iodividuaBy by name, profcribed ^ icbels« 
Jlome found herfelf at that day reduced to the fame critical 
predicament which, I apprehend, we now ftand in ; there was 
|io other pof&ble means of reftoring concord, or faviqg th^ 
commonwealth from ruin. But, Sir, above all, I would wifli 
the Houfe to give due weight to a conclufive remark of the ex* 
cellent author of the Commentaries on the Laws of England^ 
where he is defcanting on the Revolution of 1688, which jdaced 
the fceptre in the bands of King William, and eventually brought 
in the iUuftrious Houfe of Hanover to be guardians of die Pro- 
teftant religion, and aflertors of the antient conftitutiooal rights 
of all the fubjeds throughout the Briti(h monarchy. ^* No 
pra&ical fyftem of law (lays he) are fo perfei^ as to poiAt out 
before-hand thcrfe eccentric remedies, which national eaergency 
^iU di^te and will juflify." 

HonouraiU TemfkLmntt^ N$v^ 7, 1775. 

When news was brought .to Agelfilaus^ King of Sparta^ 
during a wiar in Greece, that a bloody fight had happened near 
|he city of Corinth, but that jbe Spartans were vi^rioos^ and 
the number of th^r troops killed was but incoafiderable, com* 
pared with the lofs ofthe enemy ; inftead of exultations of joy, 
that wife a^d humaoe Monarch, with a deep iigh, cried out, 
<« Ob^ unhappy Greece ! to have flaini fo rnanj waarit^s wi4^ 
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tiiine own hand^ whp, had they lived, might liave proved jsl «matdi 
for all the barbarians in the world ! " 

HMPuraUi Temple Luttntt^ 08. 31^ 177$* 

Before the Revdution there werp but few dir(iua]ificatioo$ 
affcdijig the elected. I know but of two A£b of Parliament^ 
one in .the ft^ year of H^nry &e V th, confining their refidence 
to the" counties, cities, and boroughs, for which theyferved^ 
the other, the twenty-third of Henry die Vlth, relpe6linf 
Knights of fhires. There were, indeed, certain difqualifica* 
tions, by the lex et confuetudo Ptarliamenti^ as that neithef 
aliens nqr minors (hould be ele&ed ; that the Clergy ihould not 
be chofen, becaufe they fit in Convocation ; perfons ^ainte^ 
c/treafon or felony could npt fit, becaufe they ai:e unfit to fin 
any where : the Judges, my Lord Coke fays, cannot 4it, becaui^ 
of thcir-attcndance in the Houfe of Lords. In my poor opi- 
nion there may be another, and as good a re^on aligned $ and 
that is, that it is highly improper to blend the legiflsLtive and 
judicial capacities ^together. 

Here let me remark, by it^R lyiiy, that at a time when the 

Judges of England are prevented, by the law and cuftom of Par* 

liament, (which is the law of the land) from fitting in the Houl^ 

of Comn^ons, and the Judges of Scotland are declared incapable 

of bang eleded by the hSt of 7 Geo. the lid, the very great 

imprc^riety of the Judges for the principality of Wales fitting; 

in this Houfe. • 

I beg leave to recommend this matter to the confideration of 

the Honourable Gentleman who has tjiis day moved to augment 
the Welch Judges falaries. 

The A£t, Sir, of the 5th and 6th of William and M^ry> which 
laid a duty on fait, beer, ale, and o^er liquors, exprefsly de- 
clared, that no peribn concerned in farming, managing, or col- 
lecting the laid duties, Ihall be capable of fitting in Parliament^ 
It alfo difqualifies the managers of aU other aids that ihajl here** 
»fter be granted. The zithwd i^di of King William ex- 
cluded 
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tludcd the Commlffioners of the Cuftoms. It went farther, 
and even forbids them from ufing any influence with voters un- 
der certain penalties. The -Aft of the 4th Of Queen Anne went 
ilill farther, and excluded various defcriptions of me;i, all. of 
whom are declared incapable of being clefted by the Aft of the 
6th of Queen Anne. 

The ift of Qeo. I. Scftion 11. cap. 56, difables any p^rfon 
from fitting in the Houfe' of Commons, who fhallhave any pen- 
fion from the Crown, for any term or number of years, and 
fubjefts fuch pcrfons as fhould fo fit to the penalty of zd. pet 
day. 

The 17th of Geok. 11. regulates the eleftions of Members to 
fcrve for Scotland, and incapacitates the Judges of the Court of 
Seffions, Court of Judiciary , and Barons of the Court of Ex- 
chequer in Scotland, from being cleft«d Members* of Parlia- 
ment. 

• During the adminiftratton qf Sir Robert Walpole, various 
attempts w«re made to reftrain the influence of the Crown ovef 
this branch of the legjflia^vre; Place and Peniion Bills were fre- 
quently brought in, and two or three times aftually paflTed the 
Hottfe of Commons, but were as often loft in the other Houfe 
cf Parliament. On the retreat or removal of Sir Robert Wal- 
pole, an Aft of Parliament was however pafled in 1742, 15 
Geo. II. which difabled the CommifEoners of Revenue ill Ire- 
land, the Gompniffioners of the Navy and Viftualling Offices, 

- Clerks in various departments, atid many other defcriptions of 
men, who, from their fituation, vfete fuppofed, natural enough^ 
to be under influence, from fitting in Parliament; and fqbjefting 
(uch as (bould, notwithftanding, prefume to fit and vote, to a 

* penalty of 20I. a d2fy. 

In the 33d of George II. an A& p'aflid tp oblige Members 
to deliver in a fchediilc 6f their qualifications, and take an4 
fobfcribe an oath of the fame. Thefe, Sir, are all the difquali- 
fications on the perfons to be elefted to Parliament, excepting 
$hat there are thrcQ Afts in the feign of Queeh Anne, and one 

in 
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indie reign of George the lid,, difabling the Rcgifters, or thcii^ 
Deputies, for the three Ridiijgs in YorJdhire, and the county of 
Middlefcx, fiom fitdiig in Parliament. 

Sir Jojepb Mawbey^ March |i, 1 775* 

• . - . i 

That the office of Secretary of St^te is of vegy ancient efta» 
Uifhment in this kingdom, I am ready to allow, though they 
were not always coiifidered of equal importajace as now. I 
have endeavoiire4 tp acquire all the knowledge I cpuld of that 
office > I think, -therefore,.! ^m warranted in faying, that there 
never was mpre^^than one Secretary of State till towards Ae 
end of Henry the Eightji. 

Two Secretaries of State only were appointed at the fame 
time in Kipg Henry's reigm In the time of his fucceflbr, Ed- 
ward the Sixth, there were only two Secretaries of State, till 
towards the clofe of his reign; a thii;d Secretary was then ap-* 
pointed in .thq perfon of Sir John Cheek. Of* this appointment, 
as J txf&St to hear much from the oppofite fide of the Houfe^ I 
will prefently fpeak more fully. - 

In the reign of Queen Elizabeth there were but two Secreta-* 
ricsof State 5 there were no more in the reign of King James* 
In the reign of Charles the Firft there were but two, they were 
Secretary Windebank, at one time, and Coke, and afterwards 
the elder Sir Henry Vane fuccecded. At the Reftoratiori, Sir 
Edward Nicholas and Sir William Morris were the Secretaries, 
On or about the year 1670, Henry Lord Arlington fucceeded 
Sir E4ward Nicholas, and Sir John Trevor Sir William Mor- 
rice. Tfeere continued to be only two Secretaries of State 
during the remainder of King Charles the Second's reign. 
There were but two in the reign of King James the Second. 
There were no more than two in that of King William, nor, 
I believe, in that of Queen Anne; at leaft, in that part of it 
trfiich preceded the year 1705. 

Having thus (hewn that originally, and till the end of the 
reign of Henry the Eighth, there was but one Secretary of 
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Digitized 



by Google 



^ S E A T I « S 6r THE 

"Sttrte, anJ afterw^rdi Vot two, (fexccpt^ih'tlic lingle dife cf'Sir 
JobnCbtedt^ffj ftlSdWard'the Siiitth's tfihe) I mw proiceed to 
take more {Hortfeufsir notitt c^that a[)>|X>mtmeftt; 

f eoAtcivl, StT) that the pltcbdent i^ not fuch as ftxtvXA have 
attention paid td It« It was «ftiAH(hed in a thne of la£):ion, 
uA e)^ed bii< H ittomenr. Genttemeh khoW Aat ^ Duke 
of 'N«rthumheriand plottetl to briiilg the Crown' into hh! own 
iLxaitfyXti coftfe^uence dt tb^ marriage of hii fon, the Lord 
Guildford Dudley, with the LadjTjane 6te/, wH6; after' the 
King's Aftets, Mary and Elisabeth^ wa^ pt'^fiMnptiVe heir to 
the Crowm' He prepared himfelf accordhl|;)y ; fomt of his 
creature^ were put into old ofEoes ; for others, n^W offices wiere 
ereated* * Sir Johh Ch^ek MkH b*6en the Kings's iPreeeptbr ; he 
had, it may be reafenably prtfamcd; in cbhifeqU^BiJt^, aiiinflu- 
*nce over the Royil Mmd. Mt. SccfetaryCtftll had b^fidei 
«arricd Sir John Cheeks fifter, and C^U hid at'firft obje(&ed 
to the fetdetnent of the CroWn in favour of the liady Jane, 
though he afterwards becarte a witiiefe to it : it was of the ut- 
moft importance to Northumberland's views to'glatn Sir John 
Cheek a new dfljce ; a new appointtneilt was tfieretforfe created 
for htfn, that of third Secretary of Statfe-; hfc had befJdes douceurs 
given him. Sir William Pfetre^wa^ the other Secretary; a 
man, 1 may fafely fay, without principle, who" ferVcd four 
Crowned Heads in* that cap^ity, as difftrent in intelleSf and 
turn of mind as principle; nattlcly, Henry the Eighth, Edward 
the Sixth, Queen Mary,'and Queen Elizabeth. Stryp6, in his 
Ecclefiaftic Memorials, in i5S3f fays of Sir Johh Cheek : 
' " In the neatt month,- viz. June, a third Secretary was* ap- 
pointed, (a thing not known before,) viz. Sir John Check, 
whofelovc and zeal for religion mjade him fafe to the infcrcft of 
Lady Jane; and a gift was added to him and Tiis heirs, of 
Clare, in Suffolk, with other jands^ to the yearly valuc'of one' 
hundred pounds." • 

• That the appointment in his favour was merely the refill t of 
political arrangement) to forward the Duke of NortJiUmber- 
• land's 
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hn(Ps views, I think is beyond a doubt. He was appointed^ in 
1553 * ^^^S Edward died on die 6tix of July following, and oa 
the 15A of the fimc month the Lady Jane refigned her preten^^ 
fionstotheCi'ownj fo that Sir John Cheek could only have 
keld thafoffice for a month. That he was the Duke of No^- 
umbedand'si agent, I have no doubt; he fled on Mary's accef« 
fioa; he was brought back, imprifoned in the Tower^ and 
ftripped of his fubftance : to fave his life he figned a declaratron^ 
proftffing popery, and died in 1557, contemned, ashedeftrveJ 
to be, by alt good men, for wanting principle.-*-! truft the 
Houfe will agree with me, that fuch a precedent, in fuch a time^ 
for fuch a purpofe, and for a montkonly, deferves not the leafE^ 
attention. 

I am^ Sir, at a lob to guefs upon what ground the Noble 
Lord's (Lord Geor|e Germaine) right to a feat in this Houic 
wilhbe defended. I contend that it 19 a new oiEce, new in h&^ 
though not in name. 

The ayth fe^on of the A& of the 6th of Queen AniK de- 
clares, in order to prevent too great a number of Conmiiffioners 
from being appointtd for the execution of any office, that no 
greater number of Commiffioners fhall be appointed for the ex- 
ecution of any office, than have been employed in the estecution 
of Tuch refpedSve office before the iirft day of that Parfiameat.' 
It is incumbent, therefore, on the Noble Lord, or fai^fricnds^ 
to prove, th^t before that Parliament there exified more than 
two Secretari^ of State, which I contend never was the cafe, 
except during a iingle month of Edward the Sixth's time ; a " 
precedent which, from what I have faid of it, I truft' will not 
liave any weight. 

The office of Secretary -of State for the Colonies was firft 
tftabliflicd in 1768, in favpur of the Earl of Hillffcorough j he 
was fuccecded, ia 1772, by Lord Partmouth; in 1775, the ' 
Noble Lord (Lord Geo. Germaine) over the way took that 
•ffice. 

Sir Jo/tph Mawhy^ March 11, I779« 
^ Thire 
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Thexs arc many precedents fince Qfteen Anne's time, to 
ibew that there have been fix different appointments, of threcy 
sn<^once four Secretaries of State. In the time of Edward 
the Vlth, there was a third Secretary of State ; and in 1708-9, 
more bufinefs arifin^> (he thought it fit to appoint a third Se- 
cretary of State. There is. an inftaince when there were yi«r 
Secretaries, one of whom was a Commoner, that was in 1723 ; 
thefe. were the Duke of Roxburgh and two others; one of 
whom going with the King to Hanover, Sir Robert JValpob 
was appointed fourth Secretary of State, A new writ iflued 
on the 4th of May, 1723, he was re-ele£led, and his f^at was 
never qucftioned ; and in 1730, it was not given in as a neijj 
place, when the account of fuch was called for. 

Mr. De Gny^ March ix, 1775. 

No Irifliman ever dreamt of the power of England to bind 
Ireland ^ fo far back as the year 1642, the Roman Catholicks 
of Ireland, Jn their great Aflembly of Trim, in the county of 
Meath, folemenly refolved, that Ireland was an independerit 
kingdom, a^d its Crown imperial ; and in the year before, the 
Parliament of Ireland had voted a fimilar Propofition. The 
claims of the Iri{h are not novel, they are as old as Henry th^ 
lid, who gave them the laws and confti'tution of England, and 
granted them of courfe a Parliament. The Great Charter was 
given them by his grandfon, Henry the Illd, and they had a 
free and independent legiflature till the year 1719, when the 
Lords of England thought proper to refolve, that a caufe which 
had been tried in appeal by the Lords of Ireland, had been coram 
non judice ; and then, and not before, did England think of 
a0ertlng by law the fupreniacy of England over Ireland, though 
the latter had, till that period, even after the Revolution, en- 
joyed the right of appeal to her own King, in his Parliament . 
of Ireland. 

Mr. Court e'nay;^-May 17, J782. 

Whrn 
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When Auguftus Caefar modeftly confentcd to become the 
tribune of the people, Rome gave up into the hands of that 
Prince the only remaining (hield fhe had to proteft her liberty. 
The tribunitian power in this country, as in ancient Rome, 
was wifely kept dlftinft and feparate from the executive power : 
in this government it was conftitutionally lodged where it ought 
naturally to be lodged, in the Houfe of Commons | and to 
that Houfe the people ought firft to carry their complaints, 
even when they were direded againft the meaftirds of the 
Houfe itfelf : but now the people ar^e taught to pafs by the door 
of the Houfe of Comnvons, and fupplicate the Throne for the 
proteftion of their liberties : hence the diflblution of the late 
Parliament, pretendedl v*in obedience to the fenfe of the people ; 
from addrefles the fenfe of the people have been colle<Sed, and not 
from the Houfe of Commons. But I warn the people to beyirare of 
this double Houfe of Commons, which Minifters are erecting on- 
the foundation of their delufion ; the Commons of England in 
Parliament aflembled ; and the Commons of England in corpora- 
tion and county meetings difperfed j an artful Miniftcr would 
craftily play off the one after the other -, he would make ufe of a 
pliant Houfe of Commons to opprefs the people ; and he would 
make ufe of a deluded Hoirfe of Cooimons, difperfed through the 
country, to awe a refraSory or independent collefted Houfe of 
Commons. If the proceedings of the late Parliament had 
been really iifagreeable to the people, why had they not peti- 
tioned tbatHoufe againft thofe proceedings? If they had peti- 
tioned, and their prayers had been difregarded, or treated with 
contempt, then addrefles to the Throne for a diflblution of Par- 
liament would have been extremely proper : when public ceco- 
nomy became the general wifh of the people, petitions were 
prefented not to the Crown, but to the Houfe of Commons ; 
but means have been contrived of late fo to delude the people, 
as to make them the very inftruments of the degradation of 
that branch of the government, the deftruSion of whfch muft 
neceflarily be attended with the lofs of their liberty. 

Mr, Burkey June 15, 1784. 
Vol. I. F In 
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I N 1 751, there was in the Exchequer of Ireland, a furplus 
of 400,000 1. This,* inftcad of being a matter of joy, was the 
caufc of general conftcrnation throughout the kingdom. It 
was feared that the Crown was become fo rich, that it could 
pay off the debt that was then upon the nation j and, having 
no farther occafion for the annual grants, would call no more 
Parliaments. The alarm was univerfal. ** Good God ! the 
" Crown out of debt !" was the general cry. " What's to 
** become of us ?" faid the Parliament. " And what further 
•* employment is there for me ?" exclaimed the politician. In 
Abort the terror and difmay were indefcribable. 

LordNorthy May ^o, 1785. 
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ATTACK. 

AS the Honourable Gentleman (Sir Robert Walpole) wbo 
fpoke laft, has made grievoys complaints of the treat- 
ment he and his friends receive from other Gentlemen, I am a 
good deal furprized, that he {hould at the fame time fall into that 
very error, which be fo much complains of in others ; for to 
fay that Gentlemen make Motions, only for the fake of having 
an opportunity to declaim againft thofe in the Adminiftration^ 
or for the fake of making a figure in the Votes, is language, in 
my opinion, as unparliamentary, and treating Gentlemen with 
as little candour, as what he has blamed others for. 

I mufl fay it feems to be a very difficult matfer to know how 
to pleafe thefe great men the Adminiftration ; for I find that 
when any encomiums are made upon tkem, when any thing is 
faid in praife of their meafures, they immediately take it to bt 
meant by way of irony ; and if any Gentleman happens to 
give them any names which may feem to be a little harfli, thofe 
they underftand exa£Hy as they are fpoke, and complain that 
Gentlemen do not treat them in a parliamentary way : but, 
whatever other people may do, I am none of thofe who have 
heftowed panegyrics either upon the prefcnt or upon any Admii' 
niftration ; and I hope 1 never was or ever (hall be guilty of 
calling names. 

Mr* Shipping Jan. 23, 1 734. 

Upon fuch a flight view. Sir, a^ I have taken of the ac- 
counts now upon the table, it is not poffible for me to ente^ 
into the particular articles : but 1 caiinot help taking notice of . 
one, which to me feems very extraordinary. There is near 
250)OooL charged, not for the building of (hips, but for the 
building of hou&s ; whether fuch houies were neceflary, I fhall 
Dot now proj:eed to determine : but if they were, I think it 

Fa is 
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is too large a Aim for any Adminiftration to have expended, 
without a previous authority from Parliament ; and that^ I am 
furc, was never a(ked for : what the prefent age may think of 
fuch a fum, I do not know, but I ai!n furc our ancefters, even 
of the very laft age, would have been extremely fliy of loading 
the people with at leaft fix>pence in the pound upon all the 
lands in Great-Britain, for building houfes for the OfEcers 
belonging to the Admiralty : and I muft think it a little- extra- 
ordinary to fee Minifters, of their own heads, undertake to do 
that,' which even Parliaments of old would fcarcely have 
thought of doing. It is true, that Parliaments have of late 
become very good-natured ; they have put great confidence in 
Minifters, and have generally, I fliall not fay blindly, approved 
pf all minifterial meafures : this may, perhaps, have made 
Minifters prefume a little farther than they would otherwifc 
have done ; but I am very fure, that till very lately, no Minifler 
would have dared to have drawn the nation into fuch an ex- 
pence, without an authority from Parliament for fo doing. 

Sir JVilliam Wyndham^ Feb. 24, 1735. 

That there are difcontents among the people.. Sir, and that 
thofc difcontents are too general, \ fliall readily agree ; but 
whether they are owing to difafteftion, I fliall not pretend to 
determine ; I am f u e they are not owing to reafon : for there 
is no country in the world where the liberties ^nd properties of 
the fubjefts are facredly prcferved, nor are more there any fubjecSts 
who pay lefs for the eafe and fecurity they enjoy, than the fub- 
je£ls of this kingdom: but there are fome men who feem to 
think they ought to pay nothing, nor be at any trouble, for 
preferving to themfelves the blefBngs of peace and fecurity^ 
To pleafe fuch men, or to prevent their being diflatisfiedy is 
impoffible ; for government muft always be expenfive > fome 
men muft be employed for managing and tranfaSing the affairs 
of the fociety; and fome muft now and then cxpofe themfelves 
to danger for the defence of the fociety : and it is both reafon- 

able 
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able and neceflary, that thofe who fpend their whole time, or a 
great part of their time in government aiFairs, as well as thofe 
who venture their lives for the prefervation of others, ihould 
be rewarded by thofe, who by their means are enabled to pro- 
fecute thejr own private affairs with fafety, and without inter- 
ruption. There are other men, and thofe not a few, who are 
fo fond of novelty and change, that they are continually wiihing 
for public convulfions and revolutions : fuch men are of fo odd 
a temper, that they become diflatisfied with the fecurity they 
enjoy; and a long uninterrupted courfe of public happinefs, 
renders them completely miferable 5 and there are others who 
never can be pleafed, unlefs they have the entire direSion of 
all public afiairs ; therefore when they are not employed, and 
chiefly employed, they are continually fpreading virulent libels 
and feditious pamphlets againft thofe that are ; by which means 
many unwary perfons are caught, and are made to believe that 
the nation is ruined and undone ; though every man in the na- 
tion, who is tolerably frugal and induftrious, finds himfelf in 
an^afy and thriving condition. 

Col. Mordaunty Feb. 3, 1738. 

I HATE, Sir, all expedients, and I difdain all Minifters 
(looking at Sir Robert Walpole) who ufe them. Some Mini- 
fters, Sir, there are, who live upon expedients, and who cannot 
do their dirty work without them. Expedients, Sir, in the 
hands of weak Minifters, are the inftruments of defeaiting the 
mofl beneficial, and promoting the moft deftruSive meafures. 

Mr.^Pulumyy May 12, 1738. 

Though the manner in which the Honourable Gentleman 
who fpoke laft delivered himfelf may well ex^ufe me from fay- 
ing any thing in anfwer to a fpeech fo very unparliamentary, and 
fo very inconfiftent with all the rules of common decency ; yet 
I think I ought to fhew fo much regard to the Houfe as to de- 
clare, that I abhor dirty expedients as much the Honourable 

F 3 Gentleman 
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Oendeman would be thought to do : as for his common-place 
railing againft Minifters, it gives me very little trouble, fo 
long as I am coitfcious I do not deferve to have it applied to 
mc. Were I ambitious of dewing my wit, I might have a 
fair opportunity of doing it, by railing againft mock-patriots as 
much as the Honourable Gentleman has been pleafed-to do 
againft corrupt Minifters, and both perhaps might be equally 
inftru£iive to the Houfe. But, railing of all kinds. Sir, has 
always been looked upon as the laft expedient of difappointed 
ambition, and a poor expedient it is. Were I one who for 
many years had unfuccefsfully endeavoured, by all the arts 
that malice and falfliood ,could fuggeft, to work myfelf into 
thofe pofts and dignities that I outwardly affe<aed to defpife, I 
know not how far. Sir, my temper might be foured, as to 
make ufe of fuch an expedient ; but really, Sir, if 1 did, I 
Ihould make but a very poor figure in the world. 

Sir Robert IValpole^ May 12) 1 738. 

The meafurcs which the Gentleman who fpoke laft (Sir 
William Wyndham) and his friends may purfue, afford me no 
Uneafinefs. The minds of the nation and his Majefty, are 

pbliged to them for pulling ofF the mafk. We can be upon 
bur guard. Sir, againft open rebellion, but it is hard to guard 
againft fecret treafon* The faftion I fpeak of, Sir, never fat 
in this Houie ; they never joined in any public meafure of the 
government, but with a view to diftrefs it, and to fejrve a 
popifli intereft. The Gentleman who is now th« mouth df 

* this fadion was looked upon as the head of thefe traitors, who 
25 years ago, confpired the deftruSion of their country, and 
of the Royal Family, to fet up a Popifh Pretender upon th« 
Throne. He was feized by the vigilance of the then govern- 
ment, and pardoned by its clemency : but all the ufe he has 
ungratefully made of that clemency, has been to qualify him- 
felf according to law, |hat he and his party may, fome time or 
other, haiv^ an opportunity to overthrow "all law. 

. ^ I am 
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I am afraid. Sir, that the Honourable Gentleman (Sir Wil- 
liam Wyndham) and his friends, will not be fo good as their 
word, to withdraw themfelves from Parliament, for I remem- 
ber that, in the cafe of a favourite Prelate who was impeached 
ofTreafoo, the fame Gentleman, and his faftion, made the 
fame refolution. They then went off like Traitors as they 
were. Sir, but their retreat had not the dcteftable cSeA they 
expeSed and wifhed, and therefore they returned. Ever fince^ 
Sir, they have perfevered in the fame treafonable intention of 
ferving that intereft by diftrefSng Government. But I hope 
their beliaviour will unite all the true friends of the prefent 
happy Eftablilhment of the CroWn in his Majefty's Perfon and 
Family, more firmly than ever ; and that the Gentlemen who, 
with good intentioits, have been deluded into the like meafures, 
will awake from their delufion, fmce the Trumpet of RebclUoa 
is now founded. 

Sir Robert Walpok^ March 13, 1 739. 

After what had pafled laft SefEons, and after the repeated 
declarations of the Honourable Gentleman who fpoke laft, 
(Mr. Pulteney) and his friends, I little thought that we fhould 
have this SeiHon been again favoured with their company. I 
am always pleafed. Sir, when I fee Gentlemen in the way of 
their* duty, and glad that thefe Gentlemen have returned to • 
theirs j though, to fay the truth, I was in no great concern 
left the fervice either of his Majefty, or the Nation, Ihould 
fuffer by their abfence. I believe the Nation is generally fen- 
fible, that the many uleful and popular A£ls which pafled to- 
ward§ the end of laft SeiSon, were greatly forwarded and facili- 
tated by the feceflion of thofe Gentlemen 5 and if they are re- 
turned only to oppofe and perplex, I fliali not at all be fofry ijf 
they fecede again. 

Sir Robert TValpole^ juru 14, 1739^ 

F 4 I MU«T 
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I Uvsr own, Sir, I can fee but one rcafon for raifing, at 
this prcfent jun£lure, this additional number of troops ; and that 
is, to ftrengthen the hands of the Minifter againft the next 
Eleftiori, by giving him the power of difpofmg of Oommiffions 
to the fons, brothers, nephews, coufms, and friends of fuch as 
have interefts in Boroughs, into fome of which, perhaps, 
troops may be fent to procure the free election of their Mem- 
bers, in imitation of the late Czarina fending her troops into 
Poland to fecure the free eledion of a King. 

But dill there is one thing more fatal than all I have yet 
named, that muft be the confequence of fo great a body of 
troops being kept on foot in England, and will be the finifli-* 
ing ftrolce to all our Liberties. For as the towns in England 
will not be able much longer to contain quarters for them, 
moft of thofe who keep public houfes, being nearly ruined by 
foldiers billetted on them ; fo on pretence of the necefEty of it, 
barracks will be built for quartering them, which will be as fo 
mahy fortrefles, with ftrong garrifons in them, erected in all 
parts of England, which xan tend to nothing but by degree^ 
to fubdue and enflave the kingdom. 

But if ever this fcheme fbould be attempted, it will be in- 
cumbent on every Englifliman to endeavour to prevent it by 
all methods ; and as it would be the laft ftand that could ever 
be made for our Liberties, rather than fufFer it to be put in 
execution, it would be our duty to draw our fwords, and never 
put them oip till our Liberties are fecured, and the authors o* 
our intended flavery brought to condign punifliment. 

Lord Gage^ I^ov, igi 1739* 

Notwithstanding the bad fuccefs of my laft Mdtion, 
for inquiring into the late coiiduft of pur public affairs, it (hall 
not difcourage me from offering another of the fame nature ; 
becaufe, I think, our making fome fort of inquiry, during 
this Seffion of Parliament, ablblutely necefiary for quieting the 
minds of the People, and for reftoring, in fome degree, the 
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character and credit of our Government, What fort of com- 
pany feme Gentlemen may keep, I do not know ; but to me^ 
that keep all forts of company, the difappointment upon the 
former Motion's being reje£led, appeared evident in the face 
of every man, who had not reafon, upon his own account, or 
the account of fome of his friends, to dread the confequences 
of that inquiry ; and whatever we may think within doors, it 
will be thought without, nay, it is now generally faid, that if, 
fome people were not confcious of their own guilt, they would 
not fo vigoroufly oppofe an inquiry: for an innocent man, 
when he finds himfelf accufed or fufpeded, will always defire 
to be brought to a fair and legal trial, that he may have an 
opportunity to vindicate his charafter againft thofe whifpers 
that are fpread about againft him. This, Sir, is the language 
now held without doors ; and the certain confequence will be, 
that if w^ let this Seilion pafs over without any inquiry, it will 
be faid, that a Majority of us have been partakers in the guilt, 
and partners in the plunder of our Country. 

From hence. Sir, I muft hope, that every innocent man iti 
this Houfe, (and now that one man is gone from amongft us, 
I hope, all of us are fo) will be for the Qiicftion I am now to 
propofe, becaufe I have taken care to prevent its being liable to 
the two chief objections that feemed to prevail againft my laft 
Motion. Thefe were, its being too extenfive as to time, an4 
too extenfive as to matter. An inquiry for twenty years back 
was thought to be without precedent, and that it would be fuch 
a precedent as might be of aangerous confequence in futurq 
times. This was one of the chief. objeftions againft it, and 
an objedion which, I believe, had weight with fome whofe 
concurrence I hope to be favoured with in this Motion. And 
the other objedlion was, its comprehending a^l our foreign as 
well as domeftic affairs, which muft of courfe have brpught all 
the papers relating to our foreign negotiations before our Com- 
mittee. To this it was obje(5^ed, that it would endanger the, 
difcovery of fome of the moft important fecrets of our Govern- 
ment 
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ftierit to otir enemies, which might be of the moft fatal confe- 
ijiiehce now. that we are engaged in one war, and in great 
Rkelihodd of being fobn obliged to engage in another. This^ 
Bkcwifc fctemed to have weight, atid, 1 believe, prevailed with 
ibhic Gentlemen to be againft my former Motion ; for which 
feafon I fliall now only move. That a Committee be appointed 
te rnquii'e into the cohduft of Robert Earl of Or/ordy during 
tfre laft ten years of his being Firft Commiffioner of the 
Ti'eaftiry, and Chancellor ahd Under Treafurcr of his Majefty's 
Exchequer. 

Sir, I hope the' time of inquiry propofed by this Motion wiB 
iiot be thought Wo exfenfive ; for confidering the chief crime 
of a domeftix: nature he has been accuied of, our inquiry can- 
not, I think, be confined within narrower bounds. The crime 
I tnban, is that of applying not only all the favours of the 
Crown, but even the Public Money, towards gaining a cor- 
nipt influence at Eleftions and in Parliament. This he is ge- 
nerally accufed of by the v6icc of the People without doors 
drtd, I believe, there is not a Gentleman in this Houfe that has' 
been chofen in'oppofition to what was called the Court Intereft, 
who was not fenfible of fome fuch praftices being carried on 
againft him, before and at the time of his Eleftion. Every 
Gentleman muft be fenfible, that it is very difficult to fix fuch 
I^Va£tices upon a Minifter, becaufe they are not only carried on 
in an hidden manner, but by Tools and Under-Agents, who 
do not appear at the Elefiion as Agents for the Minifter, but 
as Agents for the Court Candidate ; and generally fpend their 
ihoney very freely j though it is often known, that neither they 
lior their Candidate had ever any money of their own to fpare : 
xiay, thofe Agents are often known to be Treafury- Agents, 
though in the common courfe of juftice it is impoffible to prove 
that they are : it will even be difficult for a Committee of this 
Houfe, with all the powers we can give them, to trace this 
pVaftice up to its original fource : but, confidering the general 
fufpicioh without doors, and the many ftrong reafons there arc 
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for believing that fufpicion to be well grounded, we ought cer- 
tainly to aim at it ; and if we do. We cannot begin later than 
the time when canvaflihg may be fuppofed to have begun for 
the chufing of the laft Parliament, which, I reckon, was about 
ten years ago ; for as that Parliament was chofen in the fum- 
mer 17349 we muft fuppofe that the Candidates, efpecially 
where there was like to be an oppofition, began to take mea«- 
fares for fecuring their intereft in the fummer 1732, which will . 
juft come within the term of ten years, coiiiputing back from 
this time. 

For this reafon, I hope, this will appear to be the fhorteft 
time I could move for : and as it is much fhorter than the 
time propofed by my laft Motion, I hope I (hall have the con» 
currence of many Gte'tlemen who then appeare'd againft me ; 
efpecially as I hive likewife in this taken care to obviate the 
other obje£Hoh, of its being too extenfive as to the matters 
propofed to be inquired into i for as this Noble Lord had ty 
none of his Offices any thing to do with foreign affiiirs, this 
Motion cannot be faid to relate to, or comprehend any afFairs 
of that nature, unlefs it be fuppofed, that this Minifter direfied 
every other branch of public bufinefs, as well as that of the 
Treafury ; which, I am fure, none of his ifriends will pretend 
to fay, becaufe thi§ vi^ould be as great a crime as any he is 
accufed of. This Motion cannot therefore be fuppofed to re- 
late to iny Foreign Affairs, and, confequently,'an inquiry into 
this Nobleman's conduA, cannot be fuppofed to endanger the 
difcovery of any of- the fecrets of our Government. Nay, if 
he, whilft he was in office, copfined himfelf to the duty of 
his office, our inquiry, in purfuance of this Motion, can com- 
prehend but Qi\e branch even of our Domeftic AfFairs, and that' 
branch too, which, of all others, has the leaft to do with our 
Foreign AfFairs. An inquiry into the conduit: of a Secretarjr 
Qf State, a Secretary at War, a Commiffioner of the Admi- 
ralty, or even the Lord High Chancellor, might be faid to have 
fome relation to Foreign AfFairs j but I cannot fuggeft to my- 
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fclf what a Commiflioner of the Treafury can have to do with 
Foreign Affairs, or how an inquiry into his cohduftxan have 
the leaft relation to any Foreign Affairs whatever: confequently, 
I hope, this Motion will appear to be quite free from this ob- 
jcSion, which feemed to be urged with fo much weight againft 
my former: and as much has in this SeiEon been faid, upon 
former occafions, about the neceflity of an immediate inquiry, 
I fliall add no more, but move to refolve. That a Committee 
be appointed, as I have before-mentioned. 

Lord Limerick^ March 23, 1741. 

The Laws and Liberties we now enjoy, were procured for 
us by fuch of our anceftors, as were utter ftrangers to every 
fyftem but what conduced to honour and virtue. A. Govern- 
ment fupported upon any other bafis ought not to fubfift a mo- 
ment longer, nor is fuch a one worth contending for ; no, not 
even by thofe whofe depraved minds are not to be gratified by 
the corrupteft Government, becaufe thofe who a6l or fight for 
hire only, are always looking out for the beft market. So that 
I hope we fliall not let this Seflion pafs without a good Militia 
Bill 5 for a ftanding army, even in time of war, was neves, 
yet an objefl: that fuitqd the genius of this Nation, fuppofing it 
k^t up with the ftrifteft ceconomy, becaufe it is not our na- 
tural defence ; and I can aver, there hath nothing happened 
within thefe twelve months and upwards to render 'it more ac* 
ceptable: for be it ever To formidable, it caanpt be every 
where, much lefs can it prevent invafions or infurreftions, 
when, to our late memorable fliame, we were twice baiHed by 
a 4>anditti v2h\At I and, in all probability, we had been ferved 
fo a third time, but for the prefence of his Royal Highnefs the 
Duke: whereas a well-armed and well-difciplined Militia, 
difperfed over the face of this Kingdom, muft fupprefs all rifings 
in the firft inftance, befides the great benefits we fliould have 
of them in every maritime county, to put a flop to that 
abominable trade of fmuggling, without having recourfe to a 
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much more abominable pra£lice, of putting your laws in exe- 
cution by a military force : a precedent, give me leave to tell 
you, Sir, that muft be fatal to the Liberties of this Kingdom, 
if not timely prevented. 

Sir, the conduA of our late and prefent Patriots, as they 
prefume to call themfelves, proves the neceffity there is for 
fome alteration in your Conftitution ; becaufe, how inhumane 
is it for that eloquence, which was given by Providence for its 
defence and prefervation, to be employed in its ruin and de- 
ftruSion ! Punifhments there are . for the thief, the murderer, 
and the bare- faced traitor ^ but alas! to the grief of all well- ' 
difpofed minds, there is none for the fordid oriftor : I fay, Sir, 
there is none for the fordid orator^ who fhall one day difplay 
his el€)quence in the caufe of his country, to (hew his parts and 
gain attention 5 and the next fliall convince his injured country- 
men, that he is a proftitute to venality, and the purchafed flave 
of a corrupt Miniftry. What pity it is that fuch wretches 
cannot be brought to condign punifliment, without doing' 
violence to the laws of their country, who one day fling out 
farcafms againftthe Meafures of an Adminiftration, as rumous 
and deftruftive, for no other caufe but to be admitted prin- 
cipals in it : and the next day purfue the very fame meafures 
which they had fo emphatically exploded, without the leaft jot 
or 'tittle of alteration in the whole minifterial Syftem. Surely, 
Sir, if there is one of that abje£l ftyle in being, how can he 
ftand clear of that occultum quatiente animo tortere Jiagellum ? 
—Or why (hould he not expeft every moment to be hurled 
down into that execrable, that moft deteftable pit, where the 
vorm never dies, and the fire is never quenched ! 

Sir, I fliould have no,obje6lion to addreffing his Majefty, 
xould I perceive the leaft tendency to reftore the Conftitution 
to its ancient purity. The Royal Family upon the Throne, 
under whom we enjoy fo many bleflings, found us in pof- 
fefEon of the Triennial Aft 5 and although it might be proper 
to repeal it upon an extraordinary occafion, yet to xrontinue 
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Parliaments to their prefent length, hath, I fear, been pro-^ 
du£iive of many political misfortunes., fubfcquent to that al- 
teration. Yet, if ever the good people of South-Britain de- 
ferved a triennial holiday, it is for that fteady loyalty they have 
fo lately fhewn, in oppofxtion to tliofe of the Northern Parts 
of this Kingdom ; who have alfo diftinguiflied themfelves, but 
not at all to their honour or credit. The Repealing of the 
Septennial AQ, would bring us a little nearer ts that happy 
fituation of Independency, which Annual Parliaments would 
undoubtedly compleat. 

Thus, fuch as now think it ill policy to be unattached, or 
iinfafbionable to be difengaged, may then come to have nobler 
views, than to proftitute their legiflative truft, conferred upon 
them by their Conftituents ; who, in all probability, could be 
no otherwife influenced in their' choice, (for fo fbort a period) 
but merdy from a perfonal regard. As I. am one of thofe that 
(ball be ever proud of being fo unfafliionably degagee^ as to de- 
left nothing fo much as an attachment to any fide, or fet of 
men whatfoever; fo, according to that laudable pra£tice oT 
our anceftors, I (ball wait to fee fome of the many grievances 
we labour under firft redreffed, before I can give my aflcnt to 
the Addrefs moved for. 

Major Sehuyriy Nov. 1 8, 1746. 

About the latter end of May, or the beginning of June, 
the Miniftry were acquainted with the fate of Falkland Ifland. 
At that time they learned, that the Governor of Buenos Ayres 
liad fent a frigate or two, to warn our troops to quit the 
Ifland i that oyr Commanding Oflicer had threatened to fire 
upon them if they would not depart ; that the Spaniards, in 
confequence, declared their refolution of employing force ; 
and that there was no dpubt they would put their threat in 
execution. Where their pride is concerned, the Spaniards arc 
tenacious of their words : and it could not be fuppofed, 
that the Governor oi Buenos Ayres would, in this cafe, belie 
X the 
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the charafter of his nation. But who is this GovccnOr, dus 
mighty Potentate, againft whom the King of Great- Britaiii 
is going to draw his fword ? I will tell the |loufe. When at 
Gibraltar, in an inferior ftation I confefs, I happened ii\ 2^ 
excurfion to meet this Qovernor, this Don Francifco de Bucca^ 
relliy whom our Minifters confider as great and formidable. 
For a Spaniard, he was not a bad companion j b'utl dia not 
believe he had, at that time, the moft diftant hope of ever eif- 
tering into a competition with the King of Great- Br itaii^. 
But our Minifters were made for rendering abfurdity faftiqq^** 
ble. As they have, for thefe two years, degraded their Royal 
Mafter by a quarrel with a wretched Libeller, fo now, they 
commit his dignity in a conteft with a little Spanijh Officer* 
The terrible foes that roufe his vengeance, ?ire Jolsn Wilkes^ 
and my old friend Buccarellu How much more honourable 
would it have been, to have at once confidered the King of 
Spain as the aggreflbr, as the delinquent ? It is evident, front 
the coolnefs and deliberation with which Buccarelli afted, th^t 
he a6led under the authority, and by the exprefs command of 
the King of Spain. If he had not, he would have, ere no^, 
forfeited his head. Why then did not our Minifters, upon the 
firft intelligence, deem this act of hoftility the moft explicit 
and efFedual Declaration of War ? Why did they not imme- 
diately arm the nation, and prepare for ftriking as decifive a 
blow, as that which fecured us the fuperiority of the late var? 
This ftep would have brought into our ports their {hips and 
failors, and efFeaually ruined their Marine. Of this truth 
no perfon of common fenfe can entertain the leaft doubt. In- 
^ ilead of adopting this vigorous mcafure, they let the affair flecp 
for three or four months, as if time had no wings. Ajn^, 
when at laft waked out of their lethargy, what have they done? 
What harbours have they improved ? What forts have they re- 
paired ? What cities have they fortified ? Have they ftrengthened 
the lines at Quebec ? Have they fecured that fpot, which, if 
taken by l\\Q enemy, will ruin our fiflbcry, if it is not already 
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ruined by their indolence, timidrty, or ignorance ? Have you 
taken any Mcafures for defending thofe Sugar Iflands, which, 

Vrom their fituation, are expofed to the infults of the enemy ? 
What precautions have ybu taken for the fafety of Minorca ? 
I know, that when the troops from Ireland arrive, the garrifon 
will confift of nine battalions. But whofocver told you this 
number would be fufficient, knows nothing of the fervice. 
I am confident, that every Officer of judgment and experience, 
will coincide with me in opinion. You fee then where you 
arc vulnerable. More inftances might, be pointed out ; but 
that were impiety ! I fliould hold myfelf inexcufable for what I 
have already faid, were I not fenfible that our enemies know 
them as well as we do. Such then is the fituation of this country, 
to which our Minifter, in the courfe of laft SeiHon, promifed 
a ten years peace; I flood up in my place, and ventured to call 
his prophecy in queftion ; I gave my reafons, but they were 
called the fuggeftions of fa£i:ion. The Minifter, trufting to 
his own fagacity and forefight, paid no regard to the fore- 
bodings of the gallant Admiral, who now fits at the head of 
the Marine Department. , The illuftrious feaman, than whom 
I know not a better Officer, nor a more excellent citizen, de- 
clared, that whoever occupied next year the place then held 
by him, would be forced to call for an augmentation of fix 
thoufand failors. Thefe words fliew that I wa^ not fingular in 
my opinion, and that other refpeftable perfons felt the approach 
of war. I know not what the opinion of the Minifter may 
be, but I ftill continue of the fame. I fmell war ; a calamity 
which might have been eafily prevented, had our negociators 
acted with fpirit and refolution in the afFair of Corfica. I 
happened then to be at Paris ; and can with the greateft truth 

. affirm^ that the French would have deemed your interpofition 
the part of a friend. Tired and exhaufted with fuch aaef- 
fufion of blood and treafure, they would have thanked you for 
any honourable pretence to withdraw from that fcene of fo 
many difaftcrs. But you a<Sled then like poltroons, and pol- 
troons 
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troons always bring upon thcmfclves a fucceffion of infults. 
And now, that li-ke bullies, you hedlor and blufter, and run 
fwaggering about, what will you do ? Where is there a man 
among you who can make the proper arrangements for war ? 
Whom will you appoint Commander in Chief? He, alas ! who 
could fill that office with dignity and ability, is no more; and 
no friend of Britain will refufe his memory a tear. For when 
(hall we fee his like again ? Regardlefs of money, and ftudious 
only of true glory, he fought the applaufc and aiFedlion of his 
country, and he acquired them. His honour (the late Marquis 
of Granby) and integrity were unqueftioned : his courage, 
which was of the moft ardent and decifive kind, and covered hina 
with laurel, fo much the more honourable, that he did not em^ 
ploy the weight and authority thence derived to his own private 
emolunaentj but for the public good. Such virtue, rare at any 
time, was to be doubly prized jn fuch an age as this. Such 
talents might have given life and vigour to our military counfels. 
But, fnatched away when we moft needed his heart and hi$ 
liand, he is, alas ! no more. 

It is, however, fome cohfolation under this diftrefs, that we 
have fuch .an a,blc Secretary at War. His fuperior talents will 
;3iake us amends for the lofs cf fo great a charafter. That 
clearnefs for which his difpatches are fo remarkable, is a fuffi- 
cient earneft for his future atchicvements. In the Jaft war, 
fome of his letters to the Governor of Gibraltar were, if I re- 
member right, unintelligible, fome were contradictory, and 
all confufed and perplexed. Hence the lofs of Minorca, If his 
head produced fuch efFefts, when he adled only an under part, 
what may we cxpeft from it, wherche is the fupreme direflor? 
It is not that the Noble Lord cannot write with fufEcient per- 
fpicuity, where the queftion is to deftroy his Majefty's fubje<3:s. 
There I confefe the power of his eloquence. There he is quite 
intelligible. There he can infpire the foldiers with alacrity. 
I wi(h the Miniflry joy of fuch a fuperintendant of the military 
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department ; but I am forry I cannot pay my country the fame 
compliment. 

~ Colonel Barrii Nov. 12^ '770* 

The Noble Lord at the head of thcTreafury (Lord North) 
h the grcateft of all Contradlors j — ^he is aContraftor for men ; 
—a Contraftor for your flock, Mr. Speaker, (addreffing him- 
felf to the Chair) ; a Contraftor for the Rcprefentatives of the 
people. The Noble Lord propofed to give a place of a thou- 
fand a year, provided a Noble Duke would prevail on the moft 
inlignificant Member in that Houfc to vacate his feist in Par- 
liament. 

The Noble Duke behaved like a man upon the occafion ; 
Jfke a friend, like a brother : he reje<aed the villainous propofi- 
tion that Noble Lord had the afTarance to make. 

I am not acquainted with the Noble Lord. I have never fpoken 
to him ; I have never^had the honour of being introduced to him ; 
but I fincerely wifh him to favc his country and his own life. I 
exhort him to call off his butchers and ravagers from the Colo- 
nies ; to retire with the reft of his Majcfty's evil advifers from 
the public government, and make way for honeft'and wifcr 
Counfellors ; to turn from his wickednefs and live ; it is not yet 
too late to repent. 

Lord George Gordon^ April 13, 1778. 

There is but one anfwcr I have to give, as applicable to 
Adminiftration in a body. Oppofition are well warranted to 
reply to them in the words of a celebrated author, (Swift*^ Gul- 
liver) a little altered and enlarged ; where, at the conclufion of 
his well-known Travels, he fays, he could bear them well 
enough in fome refpcfts ; he could make allowances for their 
incapacity, ignorance, folly, corruption, love of place, and emo- 
lument 5 he could pity them for their blunders, their wants, 
weakncfles, and grofs ftupidity ; he felt for their mifcraWe fitu- 
ation, ki\owing not whether to rufe headlong on certain ruin, 
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or retreat with fafety : but defpicable, unprincipled, and detefted 
as they are, I had neverthelcfs learned to treat their perfons 
with reipeS : yet, when fuch men grow abufive and ihfolent, 
urge their claims of merit for what they deferve an axe ; when 
I behold fuch men, in the very midft of thefe dire difafters and 
national misfortunes, endeavouring to contend that thofe mif- 
fortunes do not exift, or if they do, that they ought juftly and 
folely to be imputed to Oppofition j to fee a lump of deformity 
anddifeafe, of folly and wickednefs, of ignorance and temerity, 
fmitten with pride, immediately breaks all meafures of patience j 
it being hardly conceivable, that fo much pride, vice, and folly, 
can exift in the fame animal. 

Mr. Fox^May 12, JJ7S* 

I DO not rFfe, my Lords, with any intention to oppofe the 
Motion, for the Addrefs to his Majefty. The Speech from the 
Throne, muft, in my mind, give very general fatisfacSlion ; and 
I fliall never defcend to the meannefs of a faftious Oppofition. 
If I were called upon to deliver my fentiments on the Speech, I 
fliould rather find fault with it for its omifEons than for what it 
contains. It fpeaks a language of zeal and earneftnefs, and, as 
far as it goes, is congenial with my feelings and ideas. But, 
my Lords, having faid this, I may be permitted to flate my rea- 
ibns for with-holding confidence from the prefcnt Adminiftra- 
tion. I have no wifh to inflame: — I am not inftigated by envy 5 
I do not fpeak haftily, but on the moft mature deliberation-^I 
muft declare, that I have no confidence in the prefent Miniflers. 

My Lords, when I look back but a very few months to the 
events in our hiftory, I do not hefitate to pronounce it as my 
opinion, that the prefent Miniflers have in one great meafure 
attacked, if they have not deftroyed, the conftitution of the 
country. This is a bold afTertion ; but I do not throw it out 
lightly and at hazard ; it is the refult of inquiry and difcuiBon. 
I fay, my Lords, 'that the conftitution of the country muft be 
ddroyed, when a fet of men can feiae on the reins of govern- 
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ment, and take the cloCet of the King by aflault. I am not 
weak enough to hazard this charge, eight months after the 
event, without having ferioully weighed it in my mind ; and I 
lliould have delivered it at an earlier period, but that I was ab- 
fent in another place (Ireland). My fituation at that time I 
accepted in duty to my Sovereign and country — I was in- 
. t reduced into it by no party — 1 was neither the adherent nor 
the dupe of any fadion. I received it in the mod honourable 
manner from the Crown ; and I maintained myfelf in the fitu- 
ation by the pureft and moft upright means, by ailing under 
tbe principles of the conftitution, and ftudying the happinefs 
and welfare of the country. When I faw the bold and uncon- 
ftitutional attack that was made on the dignity of the Crown, 
and on the fyftem of the country, I thought it high time to lay 
at his Majefly's feet the commiflion (Lord Lieutenant of Ire- 
land) which I had received. There was a time^ my Lords, 
when this Houfc was voted to be ufelefs. On this occafion the 
bold fa£^ion did not proceed to this indecent length : but where, 
my Lords, was the virtue, where the energy, where the influ- 
ence" and ufe of this Houfe, when they could fee and fuffer fuch 
an infringement to be made on the conftitution ? This Houfc, 
in that m.oment, was evidently a cypher, and in fo far I aver the 
equilibrium of the legidnture wi^s overturned. I fpeak from no 
envy nor difappointrncnt. 'I'he manner in which I accepted 
a!Kl refigned my office, will acquit me from the imputation of 
interefted motives ; and I do not fpeak from any fadlious defire 
of fetting up an indifcriiiiinatc oppofition to his Majefty's go- 
vernment. 

I have reafons, from the conduft of Minifters fmce they 
came into office, for diilrufting them. The treaty with the 
Americans is concluded 5 both of that and of the definitive trea- 
ties with France and Spain, they are certainly the legitimate 
ch:ldi*en of the preliminary articles ; but having adopted the 
iillie which they fo violently condemned, it furely became them 
to have nurtured the offspring with the greatefl: care and tcndcr- 
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nefs, to have, made them at leaft as vigorous and promifing as 
poffiblcj inftead of which, have they taken thfe meafures which 
prudence and policy pointed out ? What is become of the com- 
mercial treaty with America, from which fo much good fortune 
was promifed: has it not terminated in air? The Gentleman 
who was eniployed to negociate that treaty is returned from 
Paris; the whole is broken off, and broken ofF for reafons, 
which, if his information was right, were cenfurable. Thefe 
reafons were not communicated to the pul)lic, but they were 
perfedUy well known to individuals. I am not willing to take 
up rumours, and'argue from the hcarfay evidence of the day ; 
but reports are circulated with great open nefs, that this treaty 
has npt only been broken off, but is not likely to be renewed, 
for reafons by no means favourable to the King-'s Minifters. 

Preliminary articles are figned with Holland ; but give me 
leave to fay, my Lords, that they alfo are but the legitimate ofF- 
fpring of the meafures of the former Miniftry ; the advantages 
procured in that treaty were fecured, and it will be required- 
it rauft be known why thefe preliminary articles have not yet 
been wrought up into a definitive treaty. Why have we not 
yet begun even to reap the advantages of this peace ? Why have 
not our Minifters been more vigorous and decifive in giving 
the finifhing hand to a treaty, which they boaft to be fo 
profitable? ^ ' ' 

The critical and very ferious afFairsof the Eaft-Indles, pro- 
perly make a paragraph in the Speech from the Throne : it cer- 
tainly was time that the nation (hould begin to reap the advan- 
tages of the elaborate inquiries which had taken place. I muft' 
confefs, I have not undergone the fatigue of reading thofe vo- 
luminous reports and papers which are on the table of the Houfe 
of Commpns ; but the fubjeiSl muft be inftantly difcufled, and I 
niuch doubt, whether, by being delayed fo long, we ftiall not 
want other* information, and more recent materials than any of 
y(|iich WQ are now poflefled. 

G X The 
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The ftate of the funds, my Lords, call for the moft ferious 
confideration : at this inftant, they are more deprcffed than 
almofl: at any period during the late diftrefe and exertions of the 
nation, nay, even in the moment of threatened invafion : and, 
indeed, it was likely to be fo, when, along with the other caufes, 
there was fo immenfe a fum as three or four and twenty millions 
of unfounded debt, part of which bore an intercft of eight per 
cent. Was it not Angular, that his Majefty's Minifters thould 
not have thought fit to recommend from the Throne, the imme- 
diate and earneft confideration of the funds, and to take notice 
of their late extraordinary fall — a fall which c<5uld not be the 
effeA of chance, but of a fixed and alarming caufe ? It would 
not have been improper to have ftated what they mean to do 
in this bufmefs, that the minds of the ftockholders might be 
quieted. 

I now come, my Lords, to mention a matter of the moft 
delicate kind ; and, when I prefume to touch it all, I do it 
with pain to myfelf and anxiety. But your Lordfhips may 
conceive that I feel myfelf particularly interefted in whatever 
belongs to Ireland. Surely Miniflers, on this delicate ground, 
fhould have given us fome general confolutory exprelSon, 
merely to quiet the fufpiciops that muft be excited by their total 
filence-— if they had done no more than juft echoed the Ad- 
drcffes of the Houfe of Lords and Commons, and framed any 
general words which might have ihewn their difpofition to 
harmony and union. 

I faid, my Lords, that I did not mean to give any oppofition 
to the Motion for the Addrefs, nor to fuggeft any Amendment, 
I. have delivered to you my reafon for diftrufting the King's 
Minifters— 1 (hall certainly watch their conduft, and in doing 
fo, without being inftigated by faftious motives, I fliaH, in my 
place, ftatc whatever appears to me to be cenfurable or injurious. 

£cfrl Temfey Nov. iZy 1783. 

I HAve 
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I UAVM watched the debate with great attcation, and have 
fndeairoured to find out if any thing fell in the courfe of it, that 
woul4 afford the leaft hopes of an union of parties, but in vain. 
Nothing of that kind has been hinted at ; andl am forry to have 
obferv^, that thofe who have taken part in the debate, and are 
known to be the moft intimate with the Right Hon. Gentle- 
man, (Mr* Fox) and the neareft about him, have all, more or 
lefs, indulged themfelves in perfonal afperities : which pretty 
plainly ihews, that the Right Hon. Gentleman (Mr, Pitt) has 
not been fincerely inclined to union all along. The fort of at- 
tack that has this day been made on my Right Hon. Friend is 
what he by no means deferves ; and I am the more forry, be- 
caufe, undoubtedly, fuch is the ftate of the country, that all the 
abilities of this Houfe are wanted to reftore it to its proper ftate 
of vigour and profperity. The great and extraordinary talents 
of the two Right Hon.Gentlemen are univerfally acknowledged ; 
but as far as regards that circumftance, I am not forry for the 
contefts that have occurred, fince this Houfe has affembled after 
the reccfs of the laft fummer, as they have given qcc^fion for a 
farther difplay of the abilities of each of the Right Hon. Gentle- 
men, that has called forth greater admiration and greater won- 
der. 1 cannot but exprefs my aftonifhment to hear Gentlemen 
complaining that there is no charge made againft the Right 
Hon. Gentleman, (Mr. Pitt) nor any fault imputed to him. 
In the prefent cafe it would have been a little extraordinary if 
there had been any charge or imputation, becaufe there is not 
the fmalleft occafion for either. The Qiieftion has nothing 
perfonal in it ; it throws no difgrace on the Right Hon. Gen- 
tleinan oppofite to him, nor on his colleagues. When Sir Ro- 
bert Walpole had a Motion for his removal mad^ againft him, 
there was not any charge thought neceflary ; it was held to be 
enough that he had loft the confidence of thiis Houfe ; and when, 
upon the divifion, it appeared that Sir Robert had but a majority . 
of one in his &vou^, he thought that a fufficient hint, and he no 
longer appeared as a Minifter. But no charge had been called 

G4 for— 
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for — [A cry from the Treafury Bench of, yes there w^t/]— -But 
I muft deny that there was any. After Sir Robert had beeri 
made a Peer, I am perfeftly aware that a Secret Committee wa$ 
inftituted for the purpofe of invcftigating all the tranfaSions of 
the paft ten years of his life, and everybody knows in what 
manner the Secret Committee was put an end to. In the pre- 
fent cafe it has been aflced, " what, no fault imputed ?" So far 
from any faults being capable of being imputed to the Right 
Hon. Gentleman, I proteft I do not know any perfon lefs cul- 
pable. The faS i«, the Houfe has thought proper to deny its 
confidence to the Right Hon. Gentleman, not with any view to 
profcription in-future, bat merely* on account of the grounds 
upon which he came into ofHce; and no Minifter can think of 
{landing after this Houfe has withdrawn its confidence. It 
never has been done, nor indeed ever attempted. Let the Right 
Hon. Gentleman refiedt a little how extraordinary it is, there- 
fore, for him to perfift In keeping his place. Not that I mean 
to blame him for it. I like his fpirit. He has fhewn it, and 
proved, what I always thought he would prove, fit to be a Mi- 
nifter. But let the Right Hon. Gentlemsfn look to the manner 
in which a period has been put to former Adminiftrations. The 
Earl of Shclburne loft his fituatipn by the peace he made ; a 
peace which I always confidercd as a good thing for the country, 
but of which I now entertain ten times a better opinion than 
before \ becaufe if the war had continued, and the divifions and 
contefts we had been lately engaged in taken place, the coun- 
try muft have been utterly ruined. The Earl of Shelburne, up- 
on a majority of fixteen only againft him in this Houfe, though 
with a confidcrable majority in the other Houfe, thought fit to 
retire. My Noble Friend in the blue ribbon alfo, had not had 
a majority againft him two years ago, but he neverthelefs thought 
it right to retire, when he faw his majority rapidly dccreafing. 
My Noble Friend has done wifely in fo retiring. I thought 
and faid fo at the time, having, as I recolkS, ftood up pretty 
nearly in the fame place in which I now ftand, and ^dvifed my 
• Noble 
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Nohle Friend to take the hint and retire. Minifters may ima^* 
gine whatever they pleafe, but it is impoiHble for them to re- 
mainafter this Houfe has deriied them their confidence. I am 
well known to be a friend to the prerogative of the Crown, but 
that prerogative has been lately exercifed in folavifli a way, that 
though I would not point it out as a fault imputable to thq 
Right Hon. Gentleman, (Mr, Pitt) yet certainly it has been 
ufed in fuch a manner, as to excite and deferve the notice of 
this Houfe. The Crown has an undoubted right to diftributc 
honours, but it never has been held to be a right or a conftitu- 
tional exercife of the prerogative to lavifli honours and titles iii 
fuch a manner as has of late been the cafe. This Houfe has 
feen fbur peerages within the laft month, and I underftand there 
is a promiie of thirteen or fourteen more. It is not a little ex- 
traordinary that three out of four are beftowed on Gentlemen 
from Cornwall, a county that was ever remarkable for more of 
what is called rotten boroughs than any other county in the 
kingdom. I do not mean to abufe the Gentlemen who have 
reteived thefe honours, but it cannot efcape the notice of the 
Houfe, that it is extraordinary they fliould happen to be created 
juft now, and three of them out of fuch a county. The Duke 
of Northumberland has but lately come into that county, and, 
tottering as he is under the load of ribbons and honours, and 
other favours of the Crown, he has been decked with one more, 
honour. How the Noble Duke came by his foriper honours, 
you all know ; perhaps it might be gueffed at, why he has zxa 
additional ho'Hour granted him at this time. When I fay thisf, 
I declare I mean nothing derogatory to the Noble Duke ; t 
have a very high refpeft for him ; but I thought it right to ob« 
ferve a little upon this matter, fince my RightHon. Friend haft 
been ridiculed, becaufe he could not, when Miniftcr, make si 
fingle Peer. The faft certainly was fo. My Right Hdn. 
Friend has alfo lately been fneered at, and it has been faid, that 
his majorities did not increafe. I will venture to fay, that the 
Houfe, under fuch temptations, has evinced unexampled intc- 
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grity, and daring dirmterefledaefs. Had my Right Hon. Friend 
had it in bis power to make one-h^f, and promife feven out of 
the fourteen Peers he had mentioned, I would have undertaken 
to have aofwered for his majorities having increafed, rather than 
decreafed. — With regard to the reafon of making the(e Peers 
juft now, I conceive it not to have been fo much, becaufe the 
perfons (b tu be honoured were wanted to do the bufineis in the 
Honfe of Lords, but becaufe there were others wanted to do 
buiuieis in the Houfe of Commons. The advifing his Majefty 
to difmifs his Minifters about Chriftmas was a rafh and foolifh 
^ing) but having done fo, the prefentMinifters (hould com* 
{4ete ^e bufmefs. They ihould have inftantlj diflblved the 
fsefent Parliament. That would have been a£ting rightly and 
wifely i not that I mean tQ ipeak inconfiftently with my former 
^opinion againft a diiTolutlon. All I mean now is, that a mea« 
lure which I by no means approve, could only have been ren- 
jdered of any efFeft by being immediately followed up by another 
^neafure, which I likewifc, abftra&edly conftdered, deemed 
isqually rafh and improper. I voted for Mr. Fox's India Bill, 
becauie I thought upon the whole the Bill a good one. 
There were parts of it, undoubtedly, which wanted, and which 
I was pretty certain would now receive the neceifary improve- 
' inent. Mr., Pitt's Bill I will call by no nick-name ; I will apply 
.no watch-word of a party to it ; I will barely fay it does not 
appear to me to hav^ been any thing like efie£iual, or equal to 
the r^al nece^xty of the cafe. With regard to. the patronage 
the, Bill gave, I had, at any time, rather ti^uft a large influence, 
}}road ^nd oftenfible, in the hands of a Minifter, properly re- 
/poniible, th^n the fmaljeft portion of an influence, fecret in its 
i)|>tiif€, in my hands whatever. Before I fit down, however 
yrarmly I m^y have delivered myfelf, I hope I have not fpoken 
.effi^lifiy^ly ils^ fare I had no intention to do fo. 

Mr. Rigby^ FA. 8, 1784. 

AMERICAN 
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AME RICAN AFFAIRS. 

THE RE are two things which Miniftry have laboured tf^ 
deceive the People in, ^nd have pecfu^d them to ; firiV» 
that it wa&an afiair of Bofton only* and that the very appear- 
ance of one Tingle regiment there, would quiet every thing. 

I have foretold the falfehood of l)otb; I was converfant vfith 
that country more, more years, perhaps, than any loan ; I 
knew the caufe of Bofton would be made .the cauie of Ame« 
rica ; I knew the^mode of the Military would not be eScStixsl, 

The manner of proceeding againft Bofton, was a profcrip* 
tionof a People .unheard ; — unheard in any Court, either in the ^ 
common Courts of Juftice, or the higher, of Parliament, in 
both of which, evidence of facts are ftated in proof of crimi- 
nality ; but the Americans were denied to be heard. The Peo- 
ple of America condemned, and not heard, have a right to 
refift. 

By whofe advice vindii^ive counfels were purfued— *by who^ 
Met falie reprefentations were made — by whofe adv^re «ia- 
lice and ill-will were made principles of governing a free Peo* 
pie i-^all thefe are queftipns that will be alked. I me;^n 119 
perfonal charge on any rpan farther than his mifdoings C4II for. 

There ought to be fome inftant proceeding towards a (bttle- 
mcnt before meeting of the Delegates. My obje<a is to put 
the foot on the threihold of Peace, and to ihew an intention 
of reconciling ; I will, unlefs I am fixed to a fick bed— I will 
attend this bufinefs throughout, till I fee America obtain what 
I think fatisfadion for her injuries-«'ftill attentive that:ibeihaU 
own the fupremacy of this country. 

It would be my advice to. his Majcfty to end. this quarrel the 
looneft poffible ; his repofe is our duty. Who by mif-advice 
bad planted a thorn in his fide, by a conteft with aPeopIe deter-» 
niaed on their pu^pofe ?•-« 

Iwiih 
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I wife to offer myfelf, mean as I am — I have a Plan, a Plan 
of a Settlement ; foUd, honourable, and lafting. 

America means only to have fafety in Property, and pcr^ 
fcnal Liberty. Thefe, and thefe only were her ob]e<ft. Iridc-^ 
pendency was falfely charged on her. 

I difclaim all metaphyfical diftindlions. 

The Declaratory Aft leaves you a right to take their money 
when you pleafc, 

I mean to meddle with no man's opinion ; and leaving all 
men to follow the Plan of their own opinions of former pro^ 
feffions, my Plan is to eftablifh for the American an unequi- 
vocal, cxprefs right of not having his Property taken from him 
but by his own Confent, in his own Affembly. 

Eight weeks delay admits no farther hefitation, no, not of a 
moment ; the thing may be over j a drop of blood renders it 
imtnedicahile vulnus^ 

Whether it can ever now be a true ^Leconciliation, muft be 
owing to the full corapcnfaticjn that America fliall receive. 
Repeal thp mutual ilUwill that fubfifts, for it is not the repeal 
of a little Aft of Parliament that will work Peace. Will the 
repeal of a bit of parchment avail ? Will, think you, three 
spillions of People in Arms be fatisfied by fuch a repeal ? It 
muft be a repsal on the principle of Juftice ? There muft be no 
procrafti nation ; you are to a moment — now— inftantaneoufly. 
Every hour, that a beginning is not made towards foftening, 
towards healing ! the very news of which might work won- 
ders—endangers the iixed Liberty of America, and the honour 
of the Mother Country. 

The fuccefs and permanent efFeft of the' beft meafures may 
arife from mutual good-will. 

My Motion is part of a Plan 5 and I begin with a proof of 
good- will. My Motion is, " to addrefs the King to remove 
^ the Forces from the town of Boillon." 

The Congrefs, they are more wife, and more prudent than 
the meeting of ancient Greece. Your Lordihips have read 

Tbucy^ 
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Thucydides. He mentions nothing of aricient ftory more ho- 
nourablcj more refpeftable, than this defpifed meetingi 

The Congrefs is treated harflily — I wifh we would imitate 
their temper ; firm, indeed, if you pleafe — but Congrefs is con- 
duced with firmnefs and moderation. I wiih our Houfe of 
Commons as freely and uncorruptly chofen. 

The proceedings from hence arife from ignorance of the 
circumflances of America. — The idea oi coercion by Troops, 
where they were not the natural refource, was wanton and 
idle. 

Anger was your motive in all you did. *' What ! fliall 
" America prefume to be free ? Don't hear 'them — chaftife 
*' them 1" This was your language cajiigat auditque — the fe- 
vereft Judge, though he chaftifes, alfo hears the party, 
r All the mifchief has arifen from your anger j for your not 
adapting your means' to your ends ; troops and violence were 
ill means to anfwer the ends of Peace. 

I underftand Government is not altogether fatisfied with the 
Commander of your troops ; he has not been quick enough to 
filed blood ; his moderation is ridiculed : but I know that Gen- 
tleman, an Officer of long fervice, has afled prudently ; it was 
want of wifdom to place an army there — I have heard gf armies 
of obfervation, but this is an army of irritation. 

Irr the civil, war of Pari?, where thofe great men, the Prince 
of Conde and Marfhal Turenne commanded the two parties— 
Marlhal Turenne was faid often to have been near the Prince.— 
1 he Qiieen was angry ; (he did not fee why, when he was fo 
near the Prince, he fliould not take him ; (he was offended, 
aiid witH fome anger afked, ** ^and vous etiexji pris, pourqUoi 
*' rCave%-vous pas pris le Prince?'^ That great Officer who 
knew his bufinefs, anfwered coolly, " J'avois peuTy Madame^ 
" qiiil7ie m\utpriu'^ 

The Miniftry tell you, that the Americans will not abide by 
the Congrefs ; — they are tired of the Affociation ; — true, many 
of the Merchants may be — but it does not now depend on tha 

Merchants, 
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Merchants, nor iothe accounts come even from the principal 
Merchants, but from the runners of Mmiftry. But were the 
.ififfatisfeflion among the Merchants ever fo great, the account 
is no way conformable to the nature of America. 

The nation of America, who have the virtues of the People 
they fprung from, wiH not be flaves. Their language is, if 
Trade ^tid Slavery are companions, we quit the Trade ; let 
Trade and Slavery go where they will, they are riot for us. 

Your anger reprefents them as rcfraftory and ungrateful, in 
not fubmitting to the parent they fprung from ; but they are in 
truth grown anacceffion of ftrength to this country ; they know 
their importance ; they wilh to continue their utility to you : 
but though they may be fick of the Ailbciation, thofe fons of 
the earth will never be diffuaded from their Affociation. 

After Ae repeal of iht Stamp Aft,' two years after, I was in 
the country an hundred miles ofF; a Gentleman whb knew thcL 
country, told me, that if regiments had landed at that time, 
zttSl rfrips had been fent to deftroy the towns, they had come to 
a refohitit>h to retire back into the country. — It is a feci — a 
Noble Lord fmiles ; if I were to mention the Gentleman's name, 
it would not increafe his fmile. 

I wilh the young Gentlemen of our time, woxild imitate 
thofe Americans that are mlfreprefented to them ; I wifli they 
would imitate their frugality ; I wifh they v/ould imitate that 
Liberty which the Americans lov^ better than life j imitate that 
courage which a love of Liberty produces. 

One word more. I will fend my Plan, if the ftate of a 
miferable conftitution ftretches me on a fick-bed. It is to put 
an end to the quarrel. ** What before you know whether they 
*^ will come to terms ?" Yes, let my expeSations be what they 
w'rft, I fiiould recall the troops; it partakes of a nullity to ac- 
cept fubmiffion under the influence of arms, 

I foretcF, ihefe Bills muft be repealed. — I fubmit to be called 
aft idiot if they are not; three millions of men ready to be 
armed, and talk of forcing them ? 

4 ^ There 
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There may be dangerous men, and dangerous men and dan- 
gerous councils, who would inftil bad doftrinc?, advife the 
enflaving of America ; they might not endanger the Crown^ 
perhaps, but they would render it not worth the wearing. 

The caufe of America is allied to every true Whig, They 
will not bear the enflaving of America. Some Whigs may 
love their fortunes better than their principles ; but the body 
of Whigs will join ; they will not cnflave America. The 
whole Irifh nation, all the true EngUfli Whigs, the whole na- 
tion of America, thefe combined make many millions of Whigs^ 
averfe to the fyftem. France has her full attention upon you j 
war is at your door; carrying a queftion here, will not lave 
your country in fuch extremities* 

This being the ftate of things, my advice is, to proceed 
to allay heats ; I would at the inftant begin, and do femethin^ 
towards allaying and foitening refentment. 

My Motion, you fee, refpeds the army, and their dangerous 
fituation. Not to undervalue General Gage, who has fcrved 
with credit, — ^be a<Els upon his inftrudUons ; if he has not been 
alert enough to Ihed blood j 

Non dimUare quam vtnare maluit. 

And he judged well. The Americans too have a<9:ed with ai 
prudence and moderation, that had been worthy of our example, 
Were we wife ; — to their moderation 't is owing, that our troops 
have fo long remained in fafety. 

MaJ-Adminiftration has run its line— it has not a move 
ieft— it is a check-mate. 

Forty thoufand men are not adequate to the idea of fubduing 
them to your Taxation. Taxation exifts only in Rcprcfenta- 
^«on i take them to your heart, who knovrs what their generofity 
mayeffeft? ' 

I am not to be underftood as meaning a naked, uncondi* 
tional repeal ; no^ I would maintain the fuperiority of this coun- 
try at all events. 

But 
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But you are anxious who Ihall difarna firft. That great 
Poet> and, perhaps^ a wifer and greater Politician thin ever 
he was a Poet, has given you wifeft counfel, follow it i 

Tuque prior^ tu pane j genus qui ducts Olympo, 
Projice tela manu* ■ " ' ■ ■ 

\Vho is this man that will own this fyftem of force as prac- 
ticable ? And is it not the height of folly to purfue a fyftem 
that is owned to be impradicable. 

I therefore move, that an humble Addrefs be prefented to his 
Majefty, moft humbly to advife and befeech his Majefty, that, 
in order to open the ways towards an happy fcttlement of the 
dangerous troubles in America, by beginning to allay ferments 
and foften animofities there ; and above all, for preventing in 
the mean time, any fudden and fatal cataftrophe at Bofton^ 
now fufFering under the daily irritation of an army before their 
eyes, pofted in their town, it may gracioufly pleafe his Majefty, 
that immediate orders may be difpatched to General Gage, for 
removing his Majefty's forces from the town of Bofton, as foon 
ists the rigour of the feafon, and other circumftances indifpen- 
fable to the fafety and accommodation of the laid troops may 
render the fame pradicable. 

The^Earl of Ghathanij Jan* 20 j 1775. 

I ENTIRELY agree with the Honourable Gentleman who 
feconded the Motion for an Addrefs to his Majefty, that every 
.man ought now to fpealc out ; and in a mome|)t to important 
as the prefent to the whole empire, I think it ill becomes the 
dignity and duty of Parliament to lofe itfelf in fuch a fulfome, 
adulatory Addrefs to the Throne as that npw propofed. We 
ought rather, Sir, to approach our Sovereign with found and 
wholefome advice, and even with Remonftrances againft the 
condu?2 of his Minifters, who have precipitated the nation into 
an unjuft, ruinous, felonious and murderous war. I call the 
war with our brethren in America an unjuft, felonious war, 

becaufe 
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tecaufe the primary caufe and corifefTed origin of it is, to at- 
tempt to take their money Jlrom them without their confent, 
contrary to the common rights of all mankind, and thofe great 
fundamental principles of the Englifli conftitution, for which 
Hampden bled. I aflert. Sir, that it is in confequence a 
murderous war > becaufe it is an attempt to deprive men of 
their lives, for Handing up In the juft caafe of the defence of 
their property and their clear rights. It becomes no lefs a mur- 
derous war, with refpeft to many of our fellow-fubjeas of this 
ifland : for every man, either of the navy or army, who has 
been fent by government to America, and has fallen a vi(ftim in 
this unnatural and unjuft conteft, has been murdered by Adml- 
niftration, and his blood lies at their door. Such a war, I fear. 
Sir, will dr^w down the vengeance gf heaven upon this devoted 
kingdom. 

I think this war. Sir, fatal and ruinous to our country. It 
abfolutely annihilates the only great fource of our wealth, which 
we enjoyed unrivaled by other nations ; and deprives us of the 
fruits of the laborious induftry of near three millions of fub- 
jeds, which centered here. That commerce has already taken 
its flight, and our American Merchants are now deploring the 
confequences of a wretched policy, which has been purfued to 
their deftruftion. It is. Sir, no lefs ruinous with regard to 
the enorihous expences of the fleets and armies ncceffary for 
this nefarious undertaking ; fo that we are wafting our prefent 
wealth, while we are deftroying the fources of all we might . 
have in future. 

I fpeak. Sir, as a friend to England and America, but ftill 
more to univerfal liberty, and the rights of all mankind. I 
truft no part of the fubjeds of this vaft empire will ever fubmit 
to be flaves. I am fure the Americans are too high fpirited to 
brook thie idea. Your wh^le power, and that of your allies, if 
you had any, and of all the German troops you can hire, cannot 
effeft fo wicked a purpofe. The conduit of the prefent Admi- 
niftration has already wrefted the fc^tre of America out of the 
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hands of our Sovereign, and you have now fcarcely a Poft* 
mafter left in the vi^hole northern continent ; more than half 
the empire is already loft, and almoft all the reft is in con- 
fulion and anarchy. The Miniftry have brought our Sovereign 
into a more difgraceful fituation than any crowned head now 
living. He alone has already loft, by their fatal counfels, 
more territory than the three great united powers of Ruflia, 
Auftria, and Pruflia have tpgether robbed Poland of; and by 
equal ads of violence and injuftice from Adminiftration. 

England was never engaged in a conteft of fuch importaace 
to our moft valuable concerns and poffeffions. We are fighting 
for the fubjeSion of a country infinitely more extended than 
our own 5 of which every day increafes the wealth, the natural 
ftrength, and population. Should we not fucceed, it would be 
a bofom friendfhip foured to hate and refentment. We fHall 
be confidered as their moft implacable enemies ; an eternal 
feparation will fucceed, and the grandeur of the Britifti em- 
pire pafs away. Succefs feems to me not equivocal, but im- 
poftible. However we may differ among ourfelves, they are 
perfedly united. On this fide the Atlantic, party-rage un- 
happily divides us ; but one foul animates the vaft northern 
continent of America, the General Congrefs, and each Pro- 
vincial Affembly. An appeal has been made to the fword, and 
at the clofe of the laft campaign, what have we conquered ? 
Bunker's-hill, with the lofs of 1200 men. Are we to pay as 
dearly for the reft of America ? The idea of conqueft is as 
romantic as unjuft. 

The Honourable Gentleman who moved the Addrefs, fay^^ 
",The Americans have been treated with lenity." Was your 
Bofton Port Bill a meafure of lenity ? Was your Fifliery Bill 
a meafure of lenity? Was your Bill for taking away the Charter 
of the Maflachufett's Bay a meafure of lenity, or even jyftice ? 
I omit your many other grofs provocations and infults, by which 
the brave Americans have been driven into their prefent ftate. 
He ^flerts, that they avow. a difpofition to be independent. On 
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ilie cbHtrary, Sir, ill the declarations both of the late and the 
prefent Congrefs, uniformly tend to this one objeftj of being 
put on the fame footing they were in the year 1763. This 
has been their only demand, from tvhich they have never, varied* 
Theip daily prayers are for liberty, peace, and fafety. .. I ufe 
the words of the Cbngfcfs laft year. They juft'y expeft to be 
put on an equal footing with the other fubjcdls of the empire. 
If you confine ,all our trade to yourfelves, fay they ; if- you 
make a monopoly of our coihtnerce ; if you (hut all other ports 
of the world againft us, tax us not too. If you do, then give 
us a free trade, fuch as ydu enjoy yourfelves ; let us have 
equal advantages of cottimerce, all othet ports opisn to iis ^ 
then we can^ and cheerfully will pay taxes. 

It muft give, Sirj every man who loves his country, the 
deepeft concern, at the naming in the Addrefs foreign troops^ 
Hanoverians and Heffians, wh6 are now called to interfere in 
bur domeftic quarrels^ not tb dwell this day on the illegality of 
the meafure. The militia, indeed, ai-e nbw employed, and 
that noble inftitiltion is at prefent Compfimented by Miniftcrs, 
who hate the very name of a militiaj becaufe the embodying 

i of thefe forces enables Adminiflration to butcher more of our 

I fellow-fubjefts in America. 

Mr. JVilkeSj 0£i. 26, 1 775. 

I AM ftili clear, my Lordsi as to the right this country has. 

I toexercife its fovereignty over America by taxatiori. I had 

^no hand in pafling the Stamp Aft^ in the Declaratory Bill, in 

the Bill laying Duties upon leas, and other commodities, in 

,the partial repeal of that A<a, nor yet in the infanity of fend- 

!. ing the tea to America without repealing the duty. From 

thefe and other caufes, together with the imbecillity of Admi- 

niftration, this country is reduced to a fituation fo deplorable, 

that the wifeft and honefteft man in the kingdom can propofe 

Hotiiing that promifes an happy and honourable ifTuc. I feel 

that I fpeak in fetters j I therefore will not prefs arguments on 
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either fide to tbelr full extent. The next eafterly wind W\\\ 
carry to America what {hall fall from any, and from every 
Lord in the Houfe. I do not wifh that the nakednefs of my 
country and its weaknefs, (hould ftand confirmed by the au- 
thority and fanftion of teftimonies given here. It is 2^ time to 
a£l, and not to talk. Much is to be done, and little faid. The 
die of war is caft, the fword is drawn, and the fcabbard thrown 
away. With great refpecft to your Lordfliips, wife as yoii are, 
and, no doubt the great hereditary council of the King and 
kingdom, yet allow me to fay, you are not enabled to decide 
upon matters of fuch tranfcendcnt importance and difficulty, 
without having the fulleft materials before you, which you moft 
certainly have not. This is a queftion for the Minifters to 
decide, who muft befuppofed to have the fuUeA information: the 
execution will like wife lie with them. They have decided ; and 
it is to be wiflied they have at laft fome well-confidered plan : 
not only taking into pay all the troops that can be got, at any 
rate, but alfo how they can be fupported, fupplied, and enabled 
to a<a with cffeftj in fhort, a plan confifting of a great variety 
of efficient parts. If I had the honour of being in the King's 
Council (which thank God I have not) I (hould expefl the 
amplcft information before I fliould decide ; but decide I would, 
and abide by the decifion. Retired, however, as I now am, 
and, uninformed, I have not prefumption enough to give an 
opinion, nor do I hold myfelf fpecially called upon to do it. 
My country is, indeed, reduced to a deplorable condition. We 
are driven between Scylla and Charybdis, and it will be tranfr 
cerfdently difficult to fteer the veflel of the ftate into a fafe port. 
I muft be allowed freely to confefs, that I have not a good 
opinion of the King's fervants. Paft experience will not juftify 
confidence. I cannot, therefore, anfwer to myfelf or to my 
country, the trufting fuch men with the expenditure of ten 
millions 5 and laying the foundation of lavilhing many more, 
our laft flake ; thereby accelerating that bankruptcy, which, 
fooner or later, I fear, by adopting either meafure, is become 

inevitable* 
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inevitable. Nor ^m I, on the other hand, fo friendly to them,, 
as by declaring our utter inability to reduce America, to ftir- 
flifh them with a golden bridge for concluding an inglorious 
peace, on any the moft ruinous and difgraceful terms, I cannot 
confent to throw this once great and glorious country at the 
feet of America ; and there humbly implore fuch peace, as (he, 
in her generofity and magnanimity (hall condefcend to grapt 
us. I am not yet made to the idea of hanging out a white flag 
of furrender. To thofe who lament the prefent moft melan- 
choly ftate of the Colonies, once fo profperous and flourifhing, 
beyond the example of any others known in the annals of time^ 
I cannot help obferving, that I rejoice in the teftimony, becaufe 
it does honour to the government of England, under whofe 
care and influence they had profpered fo wonderfully. I do 
▼erily believe, that till the late troubles, they had infinitely lefs 
to complain of than the Mother Country herfelf ; and that, 
feparated as they are by the vaft Atlantic, it was not in the 
nature of things, that there muft not be much to complain of, 
tho' not fufficient to juftify their ingratitude to the Parent State, 
I cannot blame a determination to make peace, fword in hand ; 
the fooner it can be had upon reafonable, fafe, and honourable 
terms, the better for both countries. I never did declare, 
whether I thought it was confiftent with found policy to impofe 
any new tax upon America, and it will hardly be expe<fted that 
I fhould decide it now. I have heard it called an unjuft war ; 
I know not who in this Houfe have a right to call it fo. Infinity 
fagacity and difcretion are neceflary to the attainment of what 
ail alike, I am perfuaded,' muft eagerly wifli. When the happy 
and favourable moment for conciliation (hall arrive, I hope the 
Minifters will fcisse it, and I fincerely wifli them fuccefs. At 
Icaft at fuch a crifis, I will not hang upon the wheels of 
Government, and thereby render what is already bat too diffi-j 
Cult^ the mpre impracticable. 

Marl Tgmple^ March ijy iyi6^ 
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My Lords, I have not the arrogance to think, that what I 
fhali fubinit to your Lordfhips has efcaped the vigilance of all 
your Lordihip's judgments : I have not the vanity to in^agine, 
that the arguments my circumscribed talents may fuggeft to me 
to ufe, can have the good fortune to perfuade the majority 
of this Koufe, unlefs they fhould meet with the fupport of meq 
of greater weight. Some there are who chance to be abfentj^ 
whofe great authorities I muft lament the lofs of. But, my 
Lords, if what I may offer fhould throw any light upon a fub- 
je<ft as interefting as ever arofe fmce Britain has extended her 
pow^r beyond the confinjjs of the ifle, I (hall at leaft have the 
fatit«fa6lion to think, I have not buried my ideas j I have not 
been wanting in that duty, which, from the rank we hold in 
life, is mine, is that of every Lord in this Houfe. My Lords^ 
for a paltry fet of words, for an unreafon^^ble claim of power, 
for a fafcinating affertion of impracticable authority, for an 
airy nothing, a vifionary fhadow of ideal revenue, impoffible to 
be raifed but by the confent of that people whofe contributions. 
we fo much thirft after, and whofe confent we do defpife, has 
Britain been duped into an unnatural war, where viSory or 
defeat muft each enfeeble this lately great empire : a war car- 
ried on againft a part of our felloV-fubjecSs, whofe numbers, 
at leaft, equal a fifth of the whole j and who in extent of 
country fo far exceeds the fize of Britain, that the compariTbn 
of her is but as a fpeck in the difk of the fun. I will not dwell 
on the difad vantages our army muft labour under from the far- 
extended diftance of the war ; a commop map, to the com- 
montft underftanding, muft deraonftrate more than rhetoric can 
paint. But, my Lords, it has been your pleafure to enter into 
this war j the matter has been laid before you, and often has 
been debated, and your Lordfliips, in your judgments, have 
deemed it necefiary to correct the faucy freedom of high- 
minded fons, grown up to manly age ; to cheese in your Ame- . 
rican children that independent fpirit, that ftrange love of 
liberty, which> where permitted to take root, does fo infatuate 

mankind. 
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manijind, and which has long been the honour and fafety 

of this Ifle. You have thought it right to curb their ideas of 

property, which lead them to imagine, we have no right to 

take any part of that property away from them without their free 

confent. My Lords, I refpeft the Decifions of the Majorities 

of this Houfe ; but if thefc Decifions may have arifen from 

any peculiar circumftances now no more exifting ; if they may 

bave fprung from falfc or miftaken intelligence 5 if the whole dif- 

pofition of things, from various accidents and events, may have 

become totally different j perhaps it may not be unworthy your 

Lordftiips wifdom to reconfider what you have decided, to re- 

vife your judgments, to retrace the fteps we may have too 

haftily trod. My Lords, in the beginning of our unhappy 

contefts with America, thofe who debated the matter on the 

fide of the ruling Power of Government, ftated not only the 

peccffty, but the great facility of forcing to a compliance 

with all the demands of Government, fucb Colonies as fliould 

dare to offer their vain refiftance : we are told they had not 

ftrength for war, they had not means of war, they had not 

union among thcmfelves, that they wanted money, that they 

wanted difcipline, that they wanted Officers : and, to fum up the 

whole, to make them contemptible even as fubmiflive fubjefts, 

that they poffeffed not courage to face an Englifli Soldier, 

whofe birth on this fide the Atlantic endowed him with that 

intrepid fpirit, an American, whom even neceffity had inured 

to toils, could never afpire to reach. The Decifions, my 

Lords, of Adminiftration, gave them union ; the refufal to 

hear their Petitions, confined the whole in a firm knot of calm, 

deliberate, defperate determination to refift. Money, which is 

but the type of property, was foon fupplied by a type of equal 

fenfc and ufe 5 even perfonal freedom gave way to public fe- 

curity, and perfonal property was faxrrificed to the neceffities 

pf th^ rifing State. The difaffeftion was general, and Britifli 

Governors now no longer adminifter Law in Britifh America. 

^ow true the charge of wanting martial fpirit proved, let thofe 
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relate who firft faw the blocxi rf civil war fpilt at Lexington^ 
To thofe who faved the honour of the day, at the bloody 
forcing of the lines on Bunker VHill, to thofe who faw the 
Britiflj valour checked, may I fafely refer for A full confutation 
of the abfurd fuppofition, that men defccnded from the famq 
line as ourfelves, whofe all is at ftake, who think their caufe 
Juft, would, like the moft enervated Afiatic tribe, yield a 
bloodlefs victory. My Lords, the hiftory of human nature 
teaches us, that the greateft talents often lie hid in the moft 
difguifed obfcurity, till accident, till the buftle of the times, 
calls forth the genius, and lights the ethereal fpark ; then do 
thefe meteors caft an unexpected blaze : an Apothecary's late 
'prentice leads forth armies, difplays the. warrior's fkill, the 
warrior's intrepidity, and meets a death a Roman might have 
envied : another, who, in peaceable times, might have never 
rofe to greater praife than a jockey's ikill, amldft every rigour 
of an inclement feafon, in an inclement country, aflonifces u$ 
ivith a march a Hannibal would have adniired, and carries the 
alarm of war to the walls of a great city, which muft pro- 
bably have yielded to the boldnefs of the undertaking, had not 
^ Carletcn faved it; I am not making a panegyric on American 
prowefs, though great atchievements, even by an enemy, 
will ever meet my praife. But, my L^rds, thefe are fails in^ 
capable of difpute. To come now, my Lords, to that which 
has caft the deepeft ftain on the glory of the Britifh arms, to 
that which muft roufe the indignation of all who feel for her 
difgrace: the army of Britain., equipped with every poiEble 
cffential of war, a chofen army, with chof^ Officers, backed 
with the power pf a mighty fleet, fent to correft revolted flib^ 
lefts, fent to chaftife a refitting city, fent to aflert Britain's au- 
thority, has for many tedious months been Imprifoned within 
that town by the Provincial Army, who, their watchful guards, 
permitted them no inlet to the country, who braved all their 
efforts, and defied all their fkill and abilities in war could ever 
attempt. One 'way, indeed, of (?fcape wa^ieft} the fleet is 
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yet refpeAedj to the fleet the army has recourfe, and Britifl) 
Generals, whofe names nevpr met with a blot of diflionour, 
are forced to quit that town which was the firft objefl: of tlie 
war, the immediate caufe of honilities, the place of arms, 
which has coft this nation more than a million to defend. 

The Duke of Manchejier^ May 10, 1776. 

I HAVE been reading a work given us by a countfy^ that is 
perpetually employed in produSions of merit-*I believe it 16 
not yet publifhed — ^the Hiftory of Philip the lid j and there 
find, that that tyrannical monarch never dreamt of the tyranny 
exercifed by this Adminiftration. Gods ! Sir, fhall we be told, 
that you cannot arinalyze grievances ! that you can have no 
communication with Rebels, becaufe they have declared for 
Independency ! Shall yoti be told this, when the tyrant Philip 
did it after the fame circumftance in the Netherlands. By 
Edift he allowed their (hips to enter their ports, and fuffered 
them to depart in peace ; he treated with them 5 made them 
Propofitions ; and pofitively declared that he would redrefs all 
their grievances. And James the lid, when he was failing 
from France, at the head of a formidable force, affifted like 
you by foreign troops, and having a great party in the king* 
dom, ftill offered fpecific terms ; while his exceptions of par* 
don were few, amongft the reft my honourable fricnd*s an*^ 
ceftor. Sir Stephen Fox. But you will offer none;— you fimplj 
tell them to lay down their arms, and then you will do juft a» 
you pleafe. Could the moft cruel conqueror fay lefs? Had 
you conquered the devil himfelf in hell, could you be lefs libc* 
ral ? No ! Sir, you would offer no terms ; — you meant to drive 
them to the declaration of Independency : and even after it ' 
was iffued, ought, by your offers, to have reverfed the effeil. 
Vou would not receive the Remonftrance that I brought you 
from New- York, becaufe it denied your Rights to certain 
Powers ;-r-yet the late ICing of France received the Remon- 
ftrances from his Parliaments, that exprefly denied bis Rights 
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to the Powers he was in the conftajit exercife of— anfwercd 
^em^ and even Fe^reiTed fome of the Grievances which thofe 
ycry Remonflranqes complained of; though he refufed to 
grant what he thought more peculiarly entrei^ched upon his 
own Authority. 

In this fituation, Sir, fliocking to fay, are we called upot\ 
by another Proclamation to go to the Altar of the Almighty, 
ytith war and, vengeance in our hearts, inft^ad of the peace 
of our Blefled Saviour j he faid, " My peace I give you^^ but 
•we arc on this Faft to have war only in our hearts and mouths; 
war againft our brei'iren. — 'Till our churches are purified from 
this abominable fervice, I (ball confider them, not as the 
temples of the Almighty, but the fynagogues of fatan. An 
aft not mpre infamous^ refpefting its political, than blafphemoux 
j^nd profane as a pretended adt of national devotion, when the 
People, are called upon, in the moft folemn and awful manner, 
to repair to Church, to partake of a Sacrament, and at the 
foot of the Altar to commit facrilege; •to perjure themfelves 
publicly by charging their American brethren with the horrid 
crime of Rebellion, with propagating " fpecious faljhood^^ when ' 
cither the charge niutt be notorioujly falfe^ or tho(e wh^ makf 
it, not knowing it to be true, call Almighty God to witnefs 
to not ^fpectQuSy but a mpft audacious and hlajphemous fallhood. 

'Mr. Burkey Nov, 2, 1776. 

I HAVE read, Sir, a late Proclamation of that great General 
{ind Preacher, Mr. Burgoyne, which is {hocking to a civilized 
^nd generous nation. As a State . Paper it difgraces our 
country, The Jraperial Court have often employed many 
kind of irregular troops, Croats, Pandours, and HuiTars, but 
their names difgrace no public aS* If they plunder, they do 
not torture. The pious Preacher, Mr. Burgoyne, complains 
of this froward and ftubborn generation ; and at the very mo- 
ment of mentio^ning his confcioufnefs of Chriftianity, difplay$ 
a fpirit of cruelty repugnant to every principle of humanity. 
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flc boafb that he will give ftretch to the Indian forces under 
his diredionj^ and they atmount to thoufands. Merciful Hear 
yen ! Thoufands of Indian favages let loofe by the command 
of a Britifh General againft our brethren in America ! Human 
nature Chrinks back from fuch a fcene. At his heels, leaih^ 
in like hounds, (bould famine, fword, and fire, crouch for em- 
ployment. Mr. Burgoyne's feelings as a man, I fear, will not 
hereafter be as univerfally acknowledged, 9s the military talents 
of the great General. Ip the prcfent cafe I have that pity for 
him and his employers, which they have not Ihewn to others. 
What, Sir, h^s been, and continues, the conduct of the Indian 
favages in war ? Is it not to exercife the moft wanton cruelties 
on their enemies, withoi^t diftin£Hpn of age and fex? The 
conduft of this war goes on a par with its principles. Has the 
feeble old man, the helplefs infant, the defencelefs female, ever 
experienced the tender mercies of an Indian favage ? He drinks 
the blood of his enemy, and his favourite repaft is on human 
flefh. Is a ftfetch given to thoufands of thefe cannibals by 
command, in a public Manifefto of one of the King's Gene- 
rals? I am bold. Sir, to declare, thatfuch orders are unworthy 
the General of any Chriftian King. ^They are only becoming 
a Jewifli Prieft to a Jewifli King, a Samuel to a Saul, in the 
moft bloody and barbarous of all hiftories, the Hiftory of the 
Jewifli Nation. The orders of the Jewifli Priefts were, now 
go and fmite the Jmalekites^ and deftroy all that they have, and 
fpare them not; but flay both man and woman, ox and flieep, 
camel and afs?) General Burgoyne threatens the Americans 
with di the "Vengeance of the State, not its jufticc, that the 
meffenger of wrath will meet them in the field, devaftation, 
and famine, and every concomitant horror. Not the fword of 
even-handed juftice falling on the head of the bold rebel, but 
the favage horrors of the tomahawk, from the thoufands of In- 
<iianS' under his direflion, on the innocent women and chil- 
dren. I remember. Sir, an honourable Gentleman, (Lord 
Advocate of Scotland) wjiom I fee in his place, a Gentleman 
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very high in the Law, not only humanely propofing, according te 
the ideas, and in the language of his own country, but dwelling 
with rapture on what he daffically called a Starv?itiqn Bill for 
the poor Americans. I rely, however. Sir, on the fpirit of 
the Americans, that they will neither fuffer the fete of the 
JmaUkites^i nor retaliate the attempt on the fava^s of Europe, 
Governor Johnftone^ A/iv. i8j» 1777. 

No man can have a more determined abhorrence of the em^ 
ploying the Indian favagcs in our wars than I have ; becaufe 
pof man, in this Houfc at leaft, has had occafion to Jcnow fo 
much of this matter, as it fell to my lot to have during th^ laft 
war. My horror of their cruel fetvices does not arifc from 
the paintings of imagination, but from what I have known of 
thp faft ; there is not fo hellifli, fo unfair an engine of war, 
as the- fervico of the Indian favage, when mixed in with the 
wars of civilized nations. What then muft we think of it, 
what muft be our feelings, when they are employed in a war, 
between parts of the fame nation, branches of the fame family, 
in the war between us and our brethren ? 

The iputual feelings of humanity, and a fpirit of honour, 
have, amidft civilized nations, defined even rights, and given 
laws to a ftate of war 5 have laid a reftraint on havock, and 
given limits to deftriiflion and bloodftied. There are even in 
rigours of war, the jura belliy which civilised nations have 
adopted, and do almoft univerfally obferve. The war of the 
favage, inftead of being a conteft of right by power, regulated 
and reftrained by any feelings of honour or humanity, is an 
unreftrained effufion of the paffions of revenge and blood- 
thirflinefs, ej} certare odiisy is a war of univerfal ravage and 
devaftation to utter deftruftion ; inftead of giving laws to war, 
it gives the name and efFeS of right to every cruel exertion of 
paffipn, revenge, and barbarity, jufque datum fceleru 

Governor Pownally Feb.Jb^ I778' 
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When America was firft fettled, tHe whole right to con- 
queft, difcovery, and divifion of lands was in the King ; — it 
was in his power to grant them to any body, and on any con- 
(!kioD, This power he ufed in America, in all cafes without, 
and in fome againft the confent of Parliament, who never, in- 
deed) fuppofed, that fuch feudal Rights were veiled in them. 

At what time the King gave up, or Parliament ufurped thele 
Rights, is not now my bufinefs to inquire ; but J muft main- 
tain, that unlefs America had confented to fuch a ceffion, 
America is not bound by it, but her Rights remain the &me 
as when firft cftabli(hed by her Charters. 

A late decifion in the King's Bench has fully eftablifhed this 
doctrine. The King may lay any impofitions on a conquered 
country by his own authority, till he has by Proclamation, or 
€thcrwife, given up that power by eftablifliing another. 

Sir Cecil Wray^ April 6, 1778, 



ARMY. 



Digitized 



by Google 



ii6 fi E A tJ T 1 £ S OF rni 
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^* Y HAVE fpoken Co often againft maintaining an extra-* 
** JL ordinary number of land forces in time of peace; that I 
^ (hould now chufe to be filfent, if I had not the firft day of 
** the'Seffion entered my claim to difpute the continuance of 
** the four thoufand Augmentation Troops ; and if I did not 
** think it my duty to oppofe every propofition, which feems 
*' to'carry the leaft appearance of danger to oui-Conftitution, 

•* I aflc pardon, if I take the prefent Queftion to be of this 
** nature. Nor can I be perfuadedj that the iFrequent impo- 
** fitions of unneceflary Taxes^ or the repetition t( any 
" grievance, ought to beget an infenfibility, or a flavifli ac- 
** quirfcence in it. On the contrary, I think it ought to 
** awaken and double our attention, left it (hould in time 
** plead a prefcriptive right^ and gradually grow into an 
^ eftablifliment. 

«' If I may be permitted to confider the King*s Speech a« 
" the compofition of his Minifters, which, though I know by 
*' experience to be a more dangerous, is yet a more parlia- 
** mentary way, than to confider it as an Edidl from the 
** Throne, I will obfer^e, that it does not aflc the advice and 
** opinion of the Commons, how far they will ufe their great, 
*' cflential, and undifputed Right of raifmg money; but it 
" pofitively prefcribes the exaft provifion we are to make,^ both 
" by fea and land, for the fervice of the enfuing year : and 
" whether that be not a new method of fpeaking to Parlia- 
*^ ments, is with all deference fubmitted to the wifdom of this 
. ** Houfe, which is the beft judge of its own Privileges and 
•' Power. 

*' Surely, Sir, it is very melancholy to hear, one Seffion af- 
*' ter another, that, though we are in a ftate of tranquillity, 
" as the language is, yet we can neither be fccure at home, 

« nor 
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^ nor refpefted abroad, without Continuing above eighteen 
" thouland land forces in pay. 

** This way of reafoning entirely mifreprefents our circum** 
" ftancts and condition. For it would fuggeft, that we can- 
" not enjoy the bleffings of a good Reign, without enduring 
'^ at the fame time the hardfhips of a bad one j which is a 
" contradiction in itfclf, and inconfiftent with the notions we, 
" as Engliihmen, muft ever entertain of our legal liberties ; 
" in maintenance of which, our predeceflbrs in Parliament 
*^ thought fit to alter the lineal fucceffion of our Royal Fa« 
" roily. This way of reafoning farther fu^ppofes, that th^ 
" mutual confidence betwixt his Majefty and his People is 
^ deftroyed; that there is a diftruft on one hand, and a 
" difafFeSion on the other, for which there is not the leaft 
" ground or pretence. For his Majefty, by his refidence 
*' amongft us this laft fummer, has not only given us the 
*' deareft proof of his preferring the welfare and happinefi 
" of thefe Kingdoms to that of his own foreign Dominions^ 
" but has for ever fecured the love of his fubjeds here, by his 
" moft gracious affability and perfonal condefcenfion to them. 
" He has for ever fecured tkat tranquillity at home, on which 
" he is pleafed with fo much fatisfaflion to congratulate his 
" Parliament. Nor can this tranquillity be affefted by the 
" clamours in Ireland, againft a late Patent for coining ; for 
" there is a large army in that Kingdom fufficient to curb tu- 
" multuous fpirits, and to awe patronizing malcontents, 
" fliould any fuch be found. Nay, if more forces arc judged 
" neccffary, either for the honour or fafetyof the Government 
" here, that Kingdom is able and willing to maintain more on its 
*' own Eftablifliment ; and therefore all arguments drawn from 
** thence relating to the prefent Queftion muft be inconclufive. 
" The Houfe may perhaps think fit, at a proper feafon, to 
" lifttn fo far to the complaints of our fellow-fubjefts in ano- 
'* ther Kingdom, as to call for this obnoxious Patent, and to 
' examine into the grounds of it. For the mif-government 
4 «< of 
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** of Ireland has been frequently under the examination of the 
** Houfe of Commons here, and fuch examinations have fre- 
** quently proved fatal to as great Miriifters as England ever 
** bred : which may be matter of i-efleftion to their fucceffors, 
** and to thofe it may concern j but never can be any induce- 
<* ment to any Englifh Parliament^ to pay one Soldier more 
" than is abfolutely hecefiary for our own ufc, 

** Now all Rebellions, all Confpiracies, fcems to be totally 
** ejctinguifhed, not more by the late feafonable exertion of par- 
" liamentary juftice, than by the wife and prudent condud of 
«* thofe in the Adminiftration. They have fo carefully re- 
** viewed, and modelled the forces of this fummer in every 
^' part of the nation, that, we are to hope, there arc not left 
** even fo many as tliree or four Serjeants and Corporals, who 
** JDball ha.ve fool-hardinefs enough to undertake again to draw 
*^ the whole Army into wild and chimerical sCttempts. They 
** have freed the Church from all apprehenfions of danger, by 
** promoting only the moft orthodox and learned part of the 
** Clergy to the epifcopal Dignity, and other ecclefiaftical 
« Preferments. They have prefer ved the State, by advancing 
*' only men of diftinguiflied ability and experience to all great 
" Offices and Civil Employments. They have, which is 
" above all, reconciled their own animofities, and have no 
** other contentions now, but who fhall beft ferve his Majefty 
" and the Public, without any vieys of accumulating im- 
" menfe wealth to themfelves, or of aggrandizing their own 
*^ private families. Such an Adminiftration can never need 
•• the aififtance and prote£lion of above eighteen thoufand dif- 
*• ciplined troops. Such an Adminiftration fliould not fuffer 
^* the Army to run away with the reputation of their good and 
** great works, or to aflume the glory of raifing our Credit, 
*« enlarging our Trade, and eftablifliing our prefent Profperity. 

*^ Nor are our Foreign Affairs in a Icfs flourilhing con- 
«< dition than thofe at home^ fo far as I am capable of judging 

« frooi 
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*' from the common appearance of things, without being in 

*' the fecrets of the Cabinet. 
" We can have no apprehenfions from our neareft neigh- 
bour France. For that Kingdom is engaged to us by many 
ftria Treaties ; and I have heard the French bond fidesy of 
late years, as much aflerted and extolled in this Houfe, as 
I have formerly heard it ridiculed and exploded. Befidcs, 
v^e have a vigilaiit Minifter at Paris, who, by his own (kill 
and penetration in Politics, as well as by good advice and 
afliftance from lience, is not only promoting the Britifli in- 
terefts there, but influencing and directing the French 
Councils. 

" Nor can we have any pretence to keep up thofe forces on 
account of danger from Spain. For if th^it Monarchy fliould 
be indifcreet enough to entertain the leaft harfli remem- 
br^ce of any pretended ill ufuage from Great-Britain ; if 
it ftiould refent our glorious and feafonable conqueft over 
their fleet in the Mediterranean, for which we ftruck a Me- 
dal with pompous ihfcriptions ; if it fliould infift on a refti^- 
tutibn of Gibraltar and Port Mahon, which^ in my humble 
opanion^ can never be furrendered without the highcft in- 
famy, as well as injury to England. I fiy, if any thing of 
this kind {hould remain in the breaft of the Court of Spain^ 
notwithftanding our Treaties, and daily Negoeiations there, 
it is our f omfort, that we need fear no invafion from their 
Armada : that the mutability of their Councils, their pre- 
tenfions in Italy, their diftance from Great- Britain, render 
it impraSicable for them to annoy or diftrcfs us. Arid if 

' King Philip's Refignation of the Crown was a good arga- 

* ment the lafl: year for continuing the four thoufand Augmen- 
^ tation Troops5 then his Refumption of it now muft be a 

good one for diftanding them this year. 

" The Emperor's perfonal obligations to Great-Britain are 

fuch, that it is impoffible for him to entertain any ill in* 

* tentions againft us, either on account of the Oftend Eafc- 
VoL, I. I '' India 
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*' India Company, or of his Majefty's glorious endeavoHirs t« 
*' remove the religious grievances in Germany, and to pro- 
'* mote the Proteftant intereft there, of which he is the great 
** Guardian. 

** The Dutch arc Our natural allies, and always ready to 
*« affift us. Nor is it their, fault, that we have fometimes 
*' difputed amongft ourfelves, concerning the expence of tranf- 
*^ porting their auxiliar forces. They are bound to us by 
" antient ties of gratitude, for their original prefervation, and 
*' by, what is yet a ftronger cement, their own intereft and 
« iafety. 

" As to the two northern Crowns, Sweden and Denmark, 
*' they have in their turns received our protection, and tafted 
*' of our bounty. We all remember the famous aera, when 
'* two hundred and fifty thoufand pounds, as well as many 
" fmaller fupplies fince, were raifed on that account. Befides, 
" we are to hope our expeditions into the Baltic, under the 
*' conduft of a brave Officer here prefent, have been as efFec- 
" tual as they have been expenfive ; and that our fleet has not 
*' only awed them into a reconciliation betwixt themfelves, but 
" into an abfolute fubmiffion to Great- Britain.. 

" The Czar is ftretching his^conqueft? into remote parts of 
" the world ; and if what we hear of a late Treaty be true, that 
" it is made entirely in favour of Great- Britain, without any 
'^ regard to foreign principalities, we. can apprehend nothing 
*' from our new ally, who is other wife fo fully employed. 
*' For however extenfive our mediating care may be, I prefume 
" we are not engaged with him to oppofe the intended fucceffion 
*« of the Crown of Poland, or to fettle the balance of Empire 
** in Perfia.* 

'' If fuch then is our profperous fituation at home and abroad, 
*' why fhould we be denied the promifed happy confeqaences of 
'' it? Why fliould we be afraid of reducing our land forces? 
<? Why fliould we not at leaft ftrike oIF the four thoufand aug- 
*' mentation troops, in compaffion to a nation loaded, and al- 
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" moft funk with debt ? For fliould a ftorm arife after this 
'' calm, fliould any new event produce a rupture in Europe, 
" it will be time enough, if we are cither prompted by our own 
*' heroic difpofition, or bound by any inviolable Treaties, to 
" enter into the quarrels of the Continent. I fay, it will be 
" time enough, when the war fliall be adually declared, to 
" lend our affiftance ta thofe, who we voluntarily efpoufe, or 
" to perform our engagements to our refpedive allies, if they 
" fliould not be found romantic or impradlcable. We have 
" the opinion of a mofl: eminent author in civil learning. That 
" it is more grievous to any nation, to bear the leafl: extra-. 
" ordinary taxes in times of peace, than to endure the greatefl: 
" impbfitions in times of war. Bccaufe a v/ar may prove ad- 
" vantageousj may terminate in conquefl: and glorious acqui- 
" fitions. But a continuaijce of extraordinary taxes wit;hout 
" it, muft inevitably end in poverty and ruin. 

" Now I can never be fo unjufl: to his Majefty's mild and 
" gracious Government, as to afcribe our prefent tranquillity 
" to the continuance of an extraordinary number of troops, 
" any more than I can believe, it would ceafe at the redudion 
" of part of them. This would be a dangerous, as well as an 
" abfurd doftrine, with relation to us at home. For fliould it 
" be admitted, that above eighteen thoufand land forces, have 
" not only procured our prefent tranquillity, but that they are 
" abfolutely neceflary for the fecurity of the kingdom ; then it 
" will follow, that the fame number will be always abfolutely 
" neceflary ; that a military power is the mofl: pacific form of 
** Government ; and that an army will be a better prefer ver 
" of peace and plenty, a better guardian of our civil and re- 
" ligious Rights, t^an the Law of the Land. This doftine 
" too, confidered with regard to the refpeft and influence we 
" may have abroad, is as abfurd as ill grounded: for that re- 
" fpe<ft and influence can never proceed from the number of 
" land forces we may think lit to burthen ourfelvds with in 
" time of peace, but it muft proceed from the advantages of ^ 

I 2 " our 
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<* our natural fituation, from our naval ftrength, from oiif tx^ 
** tended commerce, from our vaft riches, which have enabled 
•* us to carry on long and expenfive wars ;* to maintain, when 
<^ our allies failed in their quotas, three great armies at once 
•* in their different nations; and thcfc advantages will ever 
«* enable us to hold the balance of povrer in Europe, unlefs 
*' worn out with unneceflary and infupportable taxes. 

** But if not fo much as the four thoufand augmentation 
•* troops are to be parted with, if they are to be continued till 
*< the pretences of all the Princes of Europe (hall be adjufted^ 
«' till the different interefts of different nations (hall be recon- 
" cilcd, till the claim of Bremen and Verden (hall be fully fet- 
*< tied and acquie(ced in, till the long expeded form of a Con- 
<< grefs (hall be compleated, I freely own^ I am not without 
<< my apprehenfions, that our immenfe national debt, inftead 
« of being annually reduced, will be daily increafed : that our 
** prefent grievances, for grievances we have in the midft of 
. <« all our tranquillity, inftead of being fpeedily removed, will 
*« become perpetual, and we may dreain of bkffings we (ball 
** never enjoy." 

Mr.'Shippen, Nov. 22, 1724. 

' My fentiments concerning a (landing army, in time oP 
peace, are well known here ; and it may feem unneccffary, per- 
haps be thought impertinent in 'me, to debate anew on a worn- 
out and exhaufted topic, when other Gentlemen, who entertain 
the fame fentiments, are pleafed to be filent. But furely the 
queftion before you is not become a Amotion of courfe ; furely 
as long as the grievance is continued on one hand, fo long 
there is a right of complaint on the other ; and that complaint, 
I (hould think, may without offence be continued, till it can be 
proved that the Britifh Government is in its nature military, or 
ought to be made fo. 

* I do not intend to trouble you with what I have formerly 
urged, or to ufe any argument di'awn from the expencc and 

burthen. 
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burthen, or from the terror and oppreiSon which have been 
brought upon this and other nations, by railing and keeping 
up a greater number of forces, than were abfolutcly neceffary 
in time of peace : not but that the gradations, by which armies, 
with all their inconveniencies, have been firft introduced into 
free fiates, and afterwards impoied upon them, ought to be had 
ip perpetual remembrance. We ought never to forget, that 
fuch fteps have been ufually taken, to gratify the views of am^ 
bitious Princes, to carry on the fchemes of evil Miniftcrs, to 
terrify Parliaments into obedience, and to make the Members 
of them dumb fpeSators of the miferies of their country. 

^ I will not infift on thefe arguments, however juft in them? 
felves, however proper on other occafions, becaufe they would 
be unapplicable to the prefent fituation of our affairs, For we 
have a Prince whofe aim is to continue us the bleffings of 
peace and plenty ; we have a Miniftry who have merits above 
my commendation ; we have a Parliament, which ads with a 
fpirit fuperior to all influences, and to all temptations. Be- 
fidesy every year has its particular circumftances, and thofe 
particular circumftances ought to guide our refolutions, when 
we are marking our annual parliamentary provifions for the 
puj^lic fervice. I thought our circumftances both at home and 
abroad, were fo profperous the laft Seffion, that we might with- 
out hazard have difbanded at leaft the four thoufand aggmeq^ 
tation troops. But the Majority of the Houfe was of another 
opinion. There was then indeed a Rendezvous, though not a 
formed Cgngrefs, of Plenipotentiaries, vyirg with each other 
in the fplpndor of their equipages and the magnificence of their 
entertainments at Cambray, which had for feme time employ- 
ed our fpepulations, and promifed great events to the world. 
And it wa^ thought good po)icy to fhow the negociating 
Powers, by continuing our army, that, if they would not ac- 
cept of bis Majefty's plan for fettling the balance of power, 
and for eftablifiiing the tranquillity of Europe, Great-Britain 
lyas r^ady to 4o her part toward pompelling them to a com- 
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pliance. But that policy proved inefFe6lual, and that nego- 
tiation appears at laft td have wanted fubftance as well as form, 
and to have produced nothing to Great-Britain, but an increafe 
of the civil lift debt, as we were given to underftand the laft 
Seifions, in a Debate on that fubjeeij by one that knew the 
fecret. 

* But we arc now told, that prudent and powerful alliances 
are actually made, and that what was only attempted at Cam- 
bray, has been fully accompliflicd at Herenhaufen : nor can 
there be any doubt, of his Majefty's extenfive care over 
all his concerns both foreign and domeftic ; but that his alter- 
nate refidence hpre and abroad, as it hath procured, fo it 
would, with the advice of a good Miniftry, and without the 
aid of a great army, preferve to us^ through the whole courfe 
of his reign, that fecurity, and thofe bleffings we now enjoy. 
For, whether at home or abroad, his influence is irrefiftible, 
becaufe his councils are wife and his defigns are juft. Nor 
am I altered in this opinion by what has happened at Glafgow 
and other places in Scotland j or at Thorn in Poland. 

* For, if I am rightly informed, the tumult at Glafgow was 
no more than a mob, compofed chiefly of women, a mere 
mock-refembUnce of an Amazonian army, that might have be^n 
quelled by the interpofition of the civil power, without re- 
courfe to that military veiigeance which was executed there. 
Such commotions we fee arife almoft in every nation, when 
the occafions of the public call for new and extraordinary taxes ; 
a;"id yet they are generally defpifed, as impotent efforts againft 
eilablifhed Governments, and left to be punifhed by the laws 
oF the country. But, now all is qujet, now all is fafe in Scot- 
land, not the leaft murmur is heird agai»ft Adminiftration. 
1 he Highland Clans have been difarnied without any diftur- 
bance j they rejoice, we are told, in their fubmifliQn, a^d are 
brought to a perfed fenfe of their duty to his Majefty, by the 
obliging behaviouV and prudent condu(9: of the General, whofe 
province it was ^o enforce the adt of P^rl^ineAt againft them. 



Digitized 



by Google 



BRITISH SENATE. ii^ 

* As to the important affair of Thorn, which by the way 
was- no aft of retaliation, as fome, who neither confider the 
circumftance of time nor things would infinuate, but the 
effe<ft of a fpirit of perfecution J we are affured, that his Ma- 
jcfty has done more towards obtaining the defired fatisfaSion 
for the barbarous and unchriftian cruelties committed there, 
and gained greater conceffions from the Catholic Princes, by 
his pacific mediation and by his perfonal intereft, than he 
could probably have done by rougher expedients, by threatening, 
or even entering into a religious war. Nor can malice itfelf 
fuppofe, that, whilft he is refenting the violation of Treaties, 
he would do any thing that would but look like an infraction of 
the limitation in the A&. of SucceiEon, which reftrains" the 
Crown from involving Great-Britain in any foreign difputes, 
except where her own immediate interefts and alliances are 
concerned, 

< I hope we conceive no ill omens from the French King's 
marriage to the daughter of the Pretender to the Crown of 
Poland ; no diftruft, that fuch an alliance can Ihake our late 
Proteftant Treaty with that young Prince-; no jealoufy that he 
will follow the example of the Emperor and the King o( Spain, 
by engaging in a clandeftine League without our knowledge, 
and to our prejudice. I muft own, that would be a melancholy 
confiderfition. For then an army of twice eighteen thoufand 
men would not be fufficient to defend that caufe, which his 
Majefty has hitherto afferted, with fo much glory to him- 
felf, and fo much advantage to the Pj'oteftant part of Etirope. 

* It was a notorious faying, and the avowed policy of our 
late famous Statefman, who lived till after the Revolution, and 
was thought a fecret inftrument in it, that notwithftanding the 
noife and clamour of the people againft foldiers in time of peace, 
the eafieft and bcft way o^ governing England was by an army ; 
and, that a Minifter fo^ guarded, might profecute his meafiires 
wit;h fafety aqd fuccefs,. and foon make the boafting affcrtors of 
Liberty and Property, as tame.W^a flock of turkies, and drive 
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them which way he pleafed. This gives us a true idea of fome 
forts of modern policy, and of the infolence of diat man in au- 
thority, who ruined the Prince by the very methods he .would 
have enflavcd his own fclIow-fubje<a6, bi|t not of the genius of 
the people of England. For he found ^mother fpirit in them ; 
he found they perpetually ftruggled with him in dcfepce of the 
Church and State, when he was endeavouring to facrifice both^ 
as well as he did his own honour and confcience, in order to 
creel an arbitrary and unlimited dominion in thefe kingdoms* 
Nor could they endure his return into power after the Revolu- 
tion, though he was countenanced by King William himfelf, 
and though his meritorious perfidy was ftrongly pleaded in his 
favour. But they continued their oppofition to him, till they 
had accompllfbed his difgrace ; and ftill his memory is as d6- 
teftable, as his Adminiftration was wicked, though he neither 
aggrandized his family, nor augmented his eftate by the fpoils 
of the Public. 

* Now we are to hope the military principles of this Statef- 
man are dead with him, and we are fure good Miaiftcrs will 
never purfue the maxims of bad ones, becaufe the means of 
their aftions m^ift neceflarily be as different as the ends are. 
It is therefore unintelligible to me, how the keeping up an 
army in time of peace, which has formerly been thought crir 
miiial advice in a Minifter, as being incompatible with our 
Conftitution, fhould now be annually reconimended to Parliar 
ment by our mpdern patriots, as the only method of fecuring 
us in the poffeffion of out Laws aiid Liberties. I fay, this i^ 
unintelligible to me ; and till the feemjng paradox can be 
reconciled to reafon, I muft beg leave conftantly to oppofe th^ 
Queftion,' Mr^ Shippen^ Jan. 2% 1726, 

I AM forry to hear a parrallel dr^wn by any Member of this 

Houfe, between the army kept up by the late King James, and 

the army intended to be kept up at prefent. King James's 

^rmy was raifed againft law^ w^s n^aintained againft the con« 

.4 ifent 



Digitized 



by Google 



BRITISH SENATE, iir 

fent of the people, and was employed in overturning the liber- 
ties of the people : the prefent queftion is about an army which 
is to'be Jcept up according to law, and by and with the coni? 
fent of the people. If we look ii^to the Petition of Right itfelf, 
what does it fay f Why that an army raifed, or kept up, without 
confcnt of Pafliament,. is contrary to the conftitution; but it 
never was faid, that an army kept up by confent of ParliaT 
ment, is illegal, or any way contrary to the conftitution ; 
in this refpedl, no parallel can therefore be drawn between 
the prefent army, which is %o be kept up only by confent 
of the people, and maintained by them, and that army 
which was raifed and maintained by King James himfelf| 
and was fo far from being by the concurrence or confent of 
the people^ that it was to be employed againft them ; and I am 
perfuaded, that no man here expeds that the prefent army i$ 
to be employed in fuch manner. 

I feally believe, and I hope I am right, that there is but wtty 
litdc diffatisfadion in the nation, and that the Jacobite party is 
now become very inconfiderable ; but ftill that party is not to 
be ridiculed and made a joke of: we are not fo much to defpife 
all attempts that may be made by them, as not to take any 
meafures to provide ourfelves againft them j fuch a fecurity is 
the beft thing they can wifh for ; they would be glad to be 
defpifed in fuch a manner. Gentlemen may fay what they will 
of the little confequence of any endeavours that have been, or 
may be ufed by tjiem ; but the late rebellion is a certain tefti- 
mony that they are not to be too much defpifed, Th? fate of 
the kingdom was at that time brought even to the decifion of a 
day ; and if the Rebeli had been fuccefsful at Prefton, I do not 
know what might have been the confequences ; -I dread to think 
of them : but let them have been never fo fatal, if the liberties 
of this nation had been overthrown by the fuccefs of thofe 
Rebels, it would have been entirely owing to our having fofew 
regular forces on foot at that time. We have efcaped that 
danger, but do not let us expofe ourfelves every day to fuch 
'dangers for the future 5 which muft be theneceflary confequence 
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of reducing any part of the fmall army noyr on foot, and dc-* 
fired to be continued, 

A parliamentary army never yet did any harm in t^is nation ; 
but reduiSHons of that army have often been fatal. I have been 
affbred by a Minifter of very great confequence of the Court 
of France, that the reducing our army after the Peace of 
Ryfwick, veiry much encouraged the Court of France to take 
fuch raeafures, and to make fuch bold fteps as they afterwards 
did. They would have been more cautious, if w^e had kept 
ourfelves in a capacity of pouring in a numerous army upon 
them ; but they faw that wt had put it out of our power, and 
therefore they defpifed us. The redudion of the army after 
the Peace of Utrecht, had not, by good luck, all the ill con- 
fcquences that were defigned, but the redudiion was certainly- 
made with no good intent. I have a good opinion enough of 
the late Queen ; (he had not, perhaps, any ill intentions ; but I 
am convinced, that her Minifter had laid a fcbeme for overturn- 
ing the Proteftant fucccflion ; and they had no other way of 
executing this fcheme, but by getting free of all thofe brave 
ofncers and foldiers who had ferved their country fo faithfully 
in the late wars ; this was what made the army be reduced at 
that time fo low as it was : the Minifters knew, that thefe honeft 
oElccrs would not fcrve them in the execution of their de- 
ftru6live fchemes ; but they took care to fupply their place with 
a body of above 6000 men, who were privately kept in pay, 
and maintained under colour of Chelfea-hofpital ; and the con- 
fequence fhewed what fort of men thefe new troops were, for 
alnioft every man of them appeared in arms in the late Re- 
bellion againft the government. We have heard the IVeaty 
, of Utrecht, upcn which this redudion was made, applauded 
by fome j wheiher it deferves any fuch applaufe I do not know; 
but 1 am certain thatafmce that time- we have been obliged to 
enter into feparate treaties and negotiations almoft with every 
power in Europe., for amending and explaining the blunders of 
that Treaty ; and if we are now right, whoever afcribes our 
6 being 
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being fo to that Treaty, may be faid to be like a man, who, after 
breaking another's bones, and feeing theni-fet again very right, 
and well cured by an able Surgeon, cries, you are obliged to 
nie, Sir, for this great cure that has been performed lipon you, 
Mr* Horatio Walpoky Jan. 26, 1732. 

I CANNOT but be againft even giving this Bill a fecond read- 
ing, becaufe at firft view it apppears to be for fupporting a 
numerous ftanding army in time of peace : this I need not any 
time to confider of ; this appears evidently to be the purport 
and intention of the Bill now read to us ; and this, my Lords, 
is againft the very words of the Petition of Rights and alters 
the very nature of our conftitution. All the confufions and 
diforders that l^ave been brought upon tiiis kingdom for many- 
years, have all been brought upon it by the means of ftanding 
armies : it was, my Lords, a ftanding army that took off King 
Charles the Firft's head, "and turned that very Parliament out of 
doors which had eftabliflied them ; and the very fame army 
that had murdered the father reftored the fon ; it was by King 
James the Second's keeping up a ftanding army, that the 
affedions of the people were alienated from him 5 and by that 
very army, in whom he had put his only truft, he was turned 
out ; for by their jofning the other fide, the fcales were turned 
againft him', and he found himfelf at laft obliged to fuccumb 
Mnder the juft refentments of an injured people. In this 
country, in every country, my Lords, where numerous ftand- 
ing armies have been kept up, we may find that inaumerable 
evils and ftrange confufions have been brought on by the means 
of fuch armies : and therefore I fhall always be againft giving 
the leaft countenance to any Bill, that feems to tend towards 
keeping up a ftanding army in time of peace in this country. 

Earl of Ayksfordy Feb. 2^, ^732^ 

I shAll readily grant that there is a continual rivalfliip 
betv\re€n the two great contending powers of Europe ; there 
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fiw^ys will, I hope, be fuch a rivalfhip ; for if ever that rlyaU 
Ihip fliould ceafe, which it never can, but by one of them being 
fwallowed up by the other, it would be an unlucky thing for 
this nation, as well as for all the reft of Europe: but, my 
Lords, are mtc to keep up a numerous ftanding army as long 
^s that rivalfhip (hall continue ? If fo, we muft never think of 
?ny reduSion : no, my Lords, that rivalihip has already con-? 
tinued for many ages, and yet we h^vc always fupported our^ 
Ibivcs againft both, without having ever kept up a ftanding 
^Rny : this new fort of defence has been but lately thought on, 
;ind never c»n be a proper defence for this nation ; the only way 
we have to fecurc ourfelves at home, to make ourfelves con- 
fiderable abroad, and to fqrce a refpe£i; from both thefe con- 
tending powers, is to do as we have always formerly done, to 
pot our whole truft in our natural ftrength, whiph confifts in 
pujr fleet, and in the natural bravery of our men in general ; 
^ long as we truft to this, and obferve a neutrality as to both 

, thefe contending powers, we Ihall be courted by both : wo. 
may fall in fometivnes with the one' and fometimes with the 
other, according as may beft fuit with our own intereft, and 
with the circuinftanc^s of affairs at the time : by fuch a tm-r 
nagement we fbalj always be able to hold the hzhnce of Europe 
in our own hands, and never will have any occafion either tq 

^ court the friendfliip, or to fear the refentmen; of any power oi> 
earth. 

But, my Lords, if we begin to purfue contrary meafures, if 
wfe be always the flrft to enter into alliances with tl>e powers of 
JSuropey and the original contracting parties in moft treaties^ 
we ^hereby give the ppwer of holding the balance of Europe 
put of our hancis j and the negleding our fleet an^. militia, for 
the fake of keeping up a ftanding army, will foon render us 
contemptible to every one of our neighbours, unlefewerefplv^ 
to keep up a much more numerous army than what is propofe4 
by this Bill J and fuch a propofition will, I hope, never be ap-? 
. proyed of by a majority of either Houfe of Parliament. 

Aftand-» 
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A ftanding army and military law, has, my Lords, been 

always inconfiftent with the liberties of the people ; the of&ceri 

and foldiers under fuch a regulation^ are always obliged to 

give the moft implicit obedience to the commands of theit 

fuperior officers ; they muft obferve apd execute the ordert 

they receive without any referve or hefitation ; they muft not 

inquire whether their orders be according to law, if they do^ 

they arc guilty of mutiny, and may be immediately fliot for 

any fuch difobedience : the chief Commander of an army mull 

always be vefted with an arbitrary and abfolute power over 

the army ; and if his army be numerous, he may eafily, by their 

means, extend his power over the whole people of the country 

where fuch army is kept up : and therefore, my Lords, in all 

countries where the people have any regard to their liberties^ 

they ought never to keep up a greater number of regular forces 

than are abfolutely neceffary for the fecurity of the government^ 

and for the prcfcrvatioii of the country againft any fudden in-* 

vafion o^ inroad that may be made by a foreign enemy. In 

this country we have the happinefs to be furrounded by the ilea i 

we know how difficult and expenfive it is to make any invafion 

upon us with any great body of men ; any fuch' invafion we 

muft have a* timely warning of, and by having our militia in 

good order^ and our men, as they were formerly, all trained 

up to arms and military difcipline, we fhould always be able to 

^raw, upon any occafion, and in any place within the ifland^ a 

great army together, to oppofe our enemies^ if they fhould 

kappen to have the good fortune to efcape our fleet at fea. 

In bur prefcnt circumftances, my Lords, and confidering tlwf 
J^appy fituation of our country, . I muft be of opinion, thar 
12,000 men are abundantly fufficient for all the good ufes w« 
can have for them, and therefore I fliall give my aflent to the 
reduction propofed. 

Earl Strafford^ Mar€h 6, 1733. 

I CAN- 
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I CANNOT imagine how feme people have got into that Way 
of thinking, that the liberties of all the countries in Europe 
have been overturned by Handing armies : I do not know one 
country in Europe whofe liberties have been overturned by their 
ftanding army. It is a miftakc to fay fo of the Romans ; the 
liberties of Rome^ were in a great meafare overturned, by the 
luxury and corruption that had crept in among the people long 
before the time of Julius Cafar : and in his time, their ftand- 
ing army were fo far from being the only means of overturning 
the liberties of Rome, that the greateft part of the ftanding 
irmy joined againft Julius Cafar : but he had a devililh head of 
his own, fo that by his own good conduft, and bravery of his 
troops, he got the better of his enemies, though they had the 
greateft number of regular troops of their fide. If the Romaics 
at that time had had no ftanding army, would not the people, 
would not the very mob have done the fame ? Every man who 
had courage, or who could be perfuaded to go to fight, would 
have joined that party he liked beft : the Commander who 
could make the beft ufe of thofe that joined him, would have 
got the advantage, and the victorious army would have had it 
in their power to have fettled the future form of government 
upon what footing they had a mind. 

It is the fame with refpeft to all the other countries of. 
Europe^ where arbitrary power is or ever was eftabliflied : in 
France^ it is certain that their liberties were overturned long 
before they had fuch a thing as a ftanding army : the oldeft 
regiment or corps of regular troops in France^ is what they call 
the regiment of Picardy ; that regiment was raifed only in the 
firft or fecond year of the reign of our Queen Elizabeth ; and 
it is well known, that long before that time the liberties of the 
French people were entirely dfcftroyed* In Spain we know that 
it was their priefts that deftroyed the liberties of the people ; and 
it is by means of their Inquifition, that their arbitrary govern- 
ment is to this day fupported : by means of that terrible fpiritual 
court, their priefts fupport their own defpotic rule not only 
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over the people, but likewife over the court, and even over 
their army too. In Sweden, my Lords, it was likewife theif 
priefts that formerly eflabliflied an arbitrary rule in that country j 
and it was by their army that their liberties were reftored. In 
Denmark it was a Houfe of Commons that furrendered up their 
liberties to the Crown ; they firft gave up their own liberties^ 
and thereby enabled their King to get himfelf declared the ab- 
folute and the arbitrary Sovereign over the whole country. 

Thus, my Lords, we may find that a ftanding army never 
had in any country the chief hand in deftroying the liberties of 
their country : nor indeed can it be fuppofed that they ever 
will. Can it be fuppofed that any man of common fenie, 
who has a good poll in the army, and has the laws of 
his country for his proteftion as long as he behaves well, 
can it, I fay, my Lor.ds, be, fuppofed, that any fuch man 
will ever join in meafures for fubjefiing himfelf to the uncon- 
troulabie will and giddy pleafure of any ' one man ? He muft 
know that true honour and virtue, qr a faithful performance of 
his duty, could then be no proteftion to him ; his life, his 
cftate, and every thing that is dear to him, muft then depend 
on the mere pleafure of a court : and every ntan knows, that 
about courts, true honour and virtue^ often falls a facrifice to 
.whifpers, to deceitful infinuations, and to falfe and private 
^ccufations : is it then reafonable to prefume, that the Gen- 
tlemen of th6 army, who are by their education bred ft rangers 
to the low arts and vile pra£Hces ufual about courts, will ever 
give up that honourable dependence they have upon their own 
behaviour, and the laws of their country, for the fake of a 
flavifli dependance upon any court whatever ? For my part, 
it is not pofiible for me to fufpeft any fuch thing, and there- 
fore I cannot from thence draw any argument ^gainft keeping 
up a ftanding army in this country. 

Duke of Jrgyle, March 6, 1733. 

I AM 
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I AM oneof thofe, and I believe there are a great many more^ 
who are agaiiift the fecond reading- of this Bill^ prefeirted by sil 
Noble Duke (the Duke of Marlborough) for the better fecuring 
the conftitutionj by preventing the Officers of the land forces 
from being deprived of their- commiffioiis, other wife than by 
Judgment of a Court-martial. I dii iiot^ it is true, rife up im-^ 
mediately after the Motion viras made, to give my reafons. for 
being againft a fecond reading, becaufe I thought the BiH was 
of a nature fo very extraordinary, and the obje£tions to it fa 
ilrong and evident, that I thought it .unnecefiary for me^ or 
*ny other Lord in this Houfe, to give himfelf or the Houfe 
the trouble of explaining them : but fmce the Noble Lord who 
fpoke lad, infifts fo much upon it, in order to fatisfy him, I 
fliall give him fome of thdfe reafons which prevail with tne tor 
be againft a fecond reading of the Bill now before us : and if 
either that Noble Lord, or any other, can give fufficient an- 
fwers to thofe reafons, I fhall moft readily join with thofe Noble 
Lords who are for reading this Bill a fecond time. 

With me^ my Lords, one df the principal objections againft 
the Bill is, that I look upon it as an open and a dire£): attack 
Upon the Prerogative of the Crown. It is an attack upon a 
Prerogative, which his Majefty and his anccftors have enjoyed 
ever fmce our monarchy had a being •, and wet all know how 
nearly conneded the Privileges of this Houfe are with the Pre- 
rogative of the Crown : we know, my Lords^ that the laft open 
and diredt attack that was made upon the Prerogative of the 
Crown, €nded ill the total fubverfion of our monarchy, and an 
entire difTolution of this Houfe ; and therefore I cannot but be 
furprized, to fee a Bill of this nature brought firft into this 
Houfe : if fuch a. Bill had paiTed the other Houfe, and had been 
fent up to us from thence, I do not doubt but that every one 
of your Lordfliips would have eafily (ecn through the defign ; 
you would have feen the fnare that was laid againft the mo- , 
narchical eftabliflament of our government, upon which the Pri- 
vileges of every Lord in the nation abfolutely depend. Thia 
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would have given your Lordfhips a juft claim ; and this, I doubt' 
not, would have made you receive Tuch a Bill in the manner 
it deferved. 

I have t)ften heard, my Lords, of a compafl between thd 
* King and the people ; and a compact. Upon which, it is faid^ 
our conftitution and government depend ; if there be any fuch, 
the nature of it muft certainly be mutual. On the one part,, 
our Kings are obliged not to ufurp, or encroach upon the liber- 
ties of the people: but furely there muft be a counterpart, and 
by that there muft be an obligation on the part of the people 
not to ufurp or encroach upon the Powers and Prerogatives pf 
the Crown: for it would be a very unjuft compa&, if, on ^he 
one hand, the King was moft ftnftly tied down, and, on the 
other hand, the people left at full liberty to encroach as often, 
and as far as they pleafed, upon the Prerogatives of the Crown. 
This cannot be the cafe; the compad muft be mutual j and as 
his prefent Majefty has never once attempted, nor defires, in 
the leaft to encroach upon the Liberties or the Privileges of the 
people, it would be very unjuft and unfair in us, to make any 
encroachment upon him. Nay, it would be nioft unwife, and 
might be attended with the moft fatal confequences 5 for a 
breach of covenant on one fide, would diflblve all the covenants 
on the other, which would at once unhinge the whole of our 
conftitution. 

It has always been thought neceflary, my Lords, to give our 
Kings the fole power of naming, preferring, and reforming at 
pleafure the Officers of our armies, in order to give our Kings 
that power and influence over our armies ; which is abfolutely 
neceflary for fupporting and promoting a proper military difci- 
pline among them, without which they would be of no ufe? 
againft a foreign enemy, and might foon become moft opprcf- 
five to the people, for whofe fafety they were raifed and main- 
tained. This power was thought fo neceflary at the time of 
the Revolution, and it was then thought tft be of fo little danger 
to the freedom of the conftitution, that at that time, when the 
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liberties of the People were fully confidered, when every thing 
wa$ removed that could be of dangerous confequence to 
them, there was not the leaft mention made of taking this 
Power from the Crown, or even of laying it under any re- 
ftraints: and I do not know any thing that has happened, 
which can give us the leaft ground for being of an opinion 
different from that, which was the opinion of our anceftors at 
that time. 

The happinefs of our Conftitution, my Lords, depends upon 
Aat equal Divifion of Power, which is eftablifhed amongft the 
three Branches of bwx Legiflature : the executive Power, and 
Ae defending of the People againft their enemies, is how, 
*nd always has been, entrufted folely with our King ; it nauft 
^ways be abfolutely neceffary to give our Kings proper Powers 
for thefe purpofes : the fupreme and ultimate determination of 
all difputes about property is lodged folely in this Houfe ; and 
Ae raifing of money for jhe public ufe, or laying Taxes upon 
the People, is what now feems to be principally the province of 
the other Houfe. Thus the three Branches of the Legifla- 
ture are a check upon one-another, which prevents its being in 
the power of any one of them to opprefs the People, or to 
deftroy the other two. Under this Eftablifliment we have 
been hajjpy for many ages, under this the nation has grown up 
to a very high pitch of riches and power 5 and while this Efta- 
blifliment continues, it is more than probable, we (hall always 
be happy. 

But, my Lords, by the Bill now before us, we are to efta- 
bli& a fourth Power, a new fort of Power, which, I am per- 
fiiaded, will foon become independent of the other three. 
This is making a moft confiderable alteration in the Confti- 
totion; an alteration that may be attended with fuch fatal 
cbnfcqucnces, that it makes me tremble to think of it: to 
eftaHiih a General for life at the head of a well-difciplined army^ 
commanded by Officers who [could not be removed but by the 
confent of 'one another, would foon put it in the power of 
' * * that 
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that General to make himfelf mafter of both King and Par* 
liament : the tranfition from Dux to Rex would foon become 
cafy to him 5 by this the Conftitution might be entirely over- 
thrown, and the nation might be involved in a multitude of 
calamities. 

It is true, niy Lords, that by what is proppfed in the Bill now 
before us, an Officer may ftill be removed from his Command in 
the Army, upon an Addrefs of cither Houfe of Parliament j but 
as the Parliament cannot always be kept fitting, this Addrefs 
could not be fpeedily obtained : and if an Officer fhould be dif- 
covered to be confpiring the overthrow of the Government, and 
flioiild, notwithftanding, be continued in his Commiffion, and in 
the poffeffion of that power in the army which he had, by virtjie 
of his Commiffion, till ihe next Scffion of Parliament, both Koufcs 
might, perhaps, addrefs for turning him our : but his power in 
the Army might, perhaps, by that time be fo well eftabliflied, 
that it would be out of the power of both King and Parliament 
to diveft him of his Command ; and as for a trial by Court- 
Martial, I believe it would not be fo much as pretended, that 
a fentence could be got againft fuch an Officer, or indeed, 
againft any Officer who had a great influence in the army : it 
is not to be prefumed that Officers would be ready to condemn 
one another, unlcfs it was for a crime which they themfelves 
could no way approve of, cfpecially when they knew that they 
could not be ren;oved by any other authority. 

Since then, my Lords, I can fee no manner of occafion for 
the Regulation now propofed ; fmce I am of opinion, that it 
would be great injury done to his Majefty, that it would tend 
todeftroy Jl mijitary difcipline in the Army, and would greatly 
endanger, if not totally fubvert our happy Conftitution, I can-*, 
not therefore agree to the giving it a fecond reading. 

Lord Hcrvey^ Jan. 17, I734»/ 

The Honourable Gentleman who fpoke firftfortbe Motion, 
has indeed made the beft excufe for the Miniftry that caxl be 
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made, Minifters are but men, fometimes weak men; and 
though it would be unjuft to fuppofe them endued with a fpirit 
of prophecy, yet, I think, they fliould at leaft be pofleffed of 
a tolerable fhare of prudence. I fliould not, indeed, wonder, 
if one or' two Meafures went wrong upon a Minifter's hand, 
through unavoidable accidents ; yet I think it Arrange, that 
every Mcafure fliould go wrong ; that not one of the numerous 
expedients that have been fet on foot for fecuring the ' tran- 
quillity of Europe, or providing for the fecurity of Great-Bri- 
tain, fliould prove efFeSual. Sir, I own this gives me ftrong 
apprehenfions of what I am not inclined to exprefs on the oc- 
cafion. I own that I was apt to think, that the round of Ne- 
gociations and Treaties we have been carrying on for thefe 
ten or twelve years paft, with all the Powers of Europe, might 
have procured us, at leaft, fome refpite from a burden which 
our forefathers never knew; I mean. Sir, that of a ftanding 
Army. I call it a ftanding Army, becaufe it has continued for 
thefe many years ; and we haVe always been told the fame 
things over and over again, as reafons why it is continued. I 
have, during many years, told the Houfe every SeiGon, that we 
fliould have a return of the very fame reafons next Seffion ; but 
Gentlemen never feemed to believe me, though they have hi- 
therto found my words but too true. Now, Sir, as the fame 
caufes have fubfifted for above thefe forty years, without being 
any worfe for the wearing, I am apt to think that they may 
. fubfift forty years longer; and while the fanle caufes- fubfift, 
the fame cfFefts muft follow : fo that in reality a ftanding Army 
may be thought as much a part of our Conftitution, as the 
more lawful Prerogative, or Privilege, which either Prince or 
People may claim. But, Sir, though even the Gentlemen who 
are moft converfant in Public Affairs, will, I believe, be 
puzzled to find out one new argument in favour of a ftanding 
Army, yet there is nothing eafier than to bring twenty againft 
it. The reafon of this, Sir, is becaufe it produces but one- 
fingle good, which isthe fecuritj' of the Adminiftration ; but 
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it begets many inconveniencies, two of which are the im« 
povcrifliing the People, and the increafe of Taxes. 

And here give me leave to fay. Sir, that no country can 
give more melancholy inftances of the efFefts of a military 
force than England can. The very army which was raifed 
by the Parliament in defence of the fubjefts, againft (bme en- 
croachments made by Charles the Ifl up0n their liberties, af- 
terwards gave law to the Parliament itfelf, turned its Members 
out of doors, razed our Conftitution to the foundation, and 
brought that unhappy Prince to the block. This cataftrophe, 
Sir, was not owing to thcj People ; for of them, nine parts 
in ten were well afFe£led to the perfon and caufe of the King ; 
but to their Army, whiqh, like other wild beafts, turned 
upon and deftroyed their keepers. After the Reftoration of 
the Royal Family, the Prince then upon the Throne raifed a 
few guards, which never fwel)ed to abpve 5890 ; and yet fo 
jealous was the nation even of that fn^al} number, that he never 
could ^et his Parliament, proftitute as it was, to pafs over 
one Seijion without taking notice pf them, This, Sir, was 
the more extraordinary, as th^ Parliament was never afked for 
any money for their fupport ; and the money which was then 
raifed for the fupport of the Government, was nothing when com- 
pared with the fums that have been granted fmce. The next 
Parliament proved as uneafy to him on this head as the former 
had been ; and were fo diftruftful of his intentions, that they 
appointed Commiffioners of their own, for applying the money 
granted for difbanding them, and it was paid into the Chamber 
of London. Nay, Sir, as a farther proof of the apprehenfions 
the Nation was under from a ftanding Army, they came to a 
Refolution, ' That the continuance of ftanding Forces in this 
^ Kingdom, other than the Militia, is illegal, and a gr^at 
' grievance and vexation to the People/ I have mentioned 
this period of our hiftory. Sir, to fhew, that notwithftanding 
the venality of that very Reign, the Parliament never could be 
t>rought to concur with what might oae day overthrow bo.th 
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their own and the People's Liberties. If th^ nation was thtn 
(p jealous of an inconiiderable number, which did not cod it 
a fliilling, ought we confent to keep on foot fo formidable a 
number as eighteen thoufand ? Sir, it is in vain for any Gen- 
fleman to f^y, that the Army is under the direfUon of a wife 
and a juft Sovereign, who will /never harbour a thought in- 
confiftent with the good of his fubjc<3s. I am as thoroughly 
perfuaded of bis Majefty's perfon?il virtues as any Gentjeman; 
j)ut an Army, when it once finds its own power^ may very 
probably refufe to taJge laws, even from that very Sovereign 
iindcr whofe immediate dirqflioi^ th^y are. The Parliament's 
Army, Sir, was as abfolutely under the dircfiion of the Par- 
lament in the time of Charles the Ift, as any Army is now 
jjihder the 4ire£lioii of his Majefty j and yet it 15 well known, 
they obeyed orders no longer than they found it convenient 
for themfelves. 

The period, Sir, from which we are to date the rife of our 
Handing Army in Britain, is the ninth year of the late King 
William, when the parliament granted an Army of ten thou- 
fand men for the fervice of the current year. This was doncf 
in confideration of the powerful faction at that time fubfifting 
in the kingdom in favour of King James. And if ever a 
ftanding Army can be of ufe at any time, it is at fuch a junc- 
ture.' But nothing, Sir, can make fo palpable an infraction 
of the fubjeds rights, as eftablifhed at the Revolution, go down. 
Though this nation was then blefTed with a Prince that had 
hazarded every thing to free us from opprtflion and tyranny, 
and therefore could never be fuppofed to have any defigns upon 
our Conftitution 5 yet many Gentlemen, who were friends of 
•the Revolution upon principles of liberty, with one confent 
remonftrated againft a ftanding Army, though but kept' up 
from year to year, as fubverfive of the People's Rights, and 
of the Revolution principles. 

Some I know, Sir, who appeared early for (he Revolution, 
wej-e fq much delighted with the funfhine of a Court, that 
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they joined in all its meafures, though fome of them were foiiml 
to be dire£Uy oppofite to the principles upon which the RitVQ» 
lution was founded : but we find that they, wht> ever were 
acknowledged to be the fincere well-wifhers of that caufe, 
forfook them, and could never be brought to concur with them 
in any one meafure. On this account. Sir, tbefe Gendemea 
were branded by fome, who then fat in the Houfc, with the 
name of Jacobites and Republicans, two denominations 4if 
men equsdly enemies to the prefent eftabli(hment. ]3ut, Siiv 
there was this difference betwixt their antagonifts ^nd tbeo^ 
that the former never refufed to concur with aiiy meafure prp«> 
pofed by the Court, and the latter never voted for any ftep thj|||^ 
was difliked by their country. 

Their late deliverance from a Prince, who, by means of i^is 
Army, aimed at arbitrary Power, made them look back with 
fo much horror upon the precipice they had juft efcaped, th^ 
there was an exprefs Provifo againft fianding Armies in time$ 
of peace, inferted in the Claim of Right, which we may in 
fome meafure call the laft great Charter of our Liberty. I 
own that it gives me great concern to fee Gentlemen, wh© 
have always valued themfelves upon treading in the footfteps of 
thofe who brought about the Revolution, a£t a part fo incon^ 
fiftent with the principles of their anceftors, by voting for this 
Queftion. I know a fet of men under a different denomina- 
tion, who have always hctn more moderate in their pretences^ 
but more fteady in their adherence to thofe principles. I atu 
not ^t all iriciftied to revive any party diftinSion ; but I wijl 
venture to fay^ Sir, that let any man compare the condu£b of fome 
Gentlemen -who have affeded to pafs for Whigs, with that 
of Gentlemen who have always been looked on as Tories, 
he fliall find the latter a£ling a part moft confiftent with the 
Revolution Principles. He will find them oppoiing the Crown 
in every encroachment upon the People, and in every infringer 
ment of the Claim of Right. He never wili find them com- 
plimenting the Crown at the expence of the People when in 
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Poft, nor diftreiling it by oppofing any rcafonablc Meafu re 
when out. Can fome Gentlemen, Sir, who now affect to call 
thcrpfclvcs Whigs, boaft of fuch an uniformity of conduct ? 
Can they fay that times and circumftances never influenced th^ 
Meafures they pu^^fued ? Or that when they were in Office, 
they always afted in confequence of the Principles they pro- 
feflcd when they were out? Sir, I believe I have fat long 
enough in this Houfe to convince Gentlemen, if there were 
occafion, of very great inconfiftencies in certain charafters. 
But, Sir, I forbear it, becaufe the eyes of fome of thefe Gen- 
tlemen feem to be now open, and I hope thefe diftin6Hons 
figure in a great meafure either entirely abolifhed or better un^ 
derftood. 

♦As no Queftion, Sir, is of greater importance, fo none ha§ 
"been fo frequently debated in this Houfe as the prefent. Yet 
I never heard any Gentleman make a doubt, that a Handing 
Army in time of peace was a grievance to the People of Great- 
Britain. But, Sir,^ the Tories always oppofed this Grievance4 
When his late Majefty, upon the Rebellion againil him being 
fuppreffed, for the eafe of his fubjefts, ordered ten thoufand of 
his troops to be difbanded, I remember a particular friend of 
mine, who always paffed for a Tory, proppfed that it fhbuld 
be inferted in our Addrefs to his Majefty on that occafion, 
That nothing could mare endear his Majejly to all his fubje^Sy 
than his redi^ci7ig the Land Forces to the old ejlahlijhnunt of guards 
and garrifonsy as his Majejly found it at his Accejfton to the 
Throne. This, Sir, happened in the fourth year of his late 
Majefty's Reign*, ^nd had»his Majefty thought fit to have made 
the propofed reduftion, or, rather, had he been advifcd by his 
Minifters to have done it, and had the Military Eftabli(hment 
continued on that footing till now, we fliould have difcharged 
upwards of twelve millions of our national debt, and yet have 
enabled his Majefty to have made good fuch engagements 
with his allies, i^ tended to fecure the public tranquillity, - 
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'^s to ^hat the Honourable Gentleman, who fpokc lalV 
mentioned with regard to reftraining the Liberty of the Prefs, 
and concerning the general depravity that obtains among the 
People, I ftiall leave him to be anfwered by other Gentlemenj. 
who can do it much better than I can. But I /agree with the 
Honourable Gentleman fo far as to own, that the People are 
at prefent very much diffatisfied ; and, as I think that ferment 
ought to fubfide gradually, I am willing to give my vote for 
a larger number of forces this Seflion, than perhaps J may 
tliink neceflary to be kept up the next. I therefore move. 
That the number of Land Forces fot the fervice of the cur- 
rent year may be twelve thoufand men. 

Mr. Shippen^ fan. 28, 1738- 

The keeping up of a numerous ftanding Army in time of 
peace, is abfolutely inconfiftent with the liberties of this coun- 
try. Gentlemen talk of an army of eighteen thoufand 
men, as always neceflary to be kept up in this Ifiand» 
This, Sir, is the true fecret of this day's Motion : thefe Gen- 
tlemen know, that when peace is reftored, the nation will infift 
upon a reduflion being made; therefore, think they, let us 
now increafe the army, that when peace is reftored we may 
ftop the mouths of the difafFefted, (as they call them) hy 
making a redu£tion of the troops we are now to add ; and thus, 
Sir, we fhall have a ftanding Army of eighteen thoufand men 
faddled upon us for ever. As I am of opinion, that an army 
of eighteen thoufand men is at leaft ten thoufand more than 
vee ought to have in time of peace 5 as I am of opinion, that 
fuch a numerous army can be neceflary for no end, but that 
of enabling a Minifter to trample upon the liberties of his 
country, I think the Motion ought to be rejeSed with difdain. 

As for Minifters, they muft not expeft regard and efteem 
from their equipage, but from the wifdom and addrefs of their 
negociations : for a Minifter with a blundering head, or one 
that is fent upon ridiculous errands, will make as forry 3 figure 
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^th an equipage of regular troops, as in equipage of foot- 
saenj and I s^m afraid the afs's ears will iippear much more 
confpicupus under k well-burni{hed head-piece, than ever they 
did under a well-powdered peruke. 

Mr. Puheneyy Feb. 14, 1735, 

As die keeping up of a great number of land forces in this 
Ifl^nd is quite unneceflary, and even inconfiftent with the na- 
ture of oer happy Conftitudon, and the freedom of our Go- 
vernment; therefore, when any war is .like to break out in 
which we may probably have a concern, wc are always obliged 
to take foreign troops into our pay: whether we have always 
been in the right when we have done fo, is what I fhall not 
now controvert ; but I have always obferved, that no foreign 
Prince would lend us any of his troops, without our engaging 
not only to pay them, but to grant him a fubfidy, perhaps 
greater than the pay of thofe troops, upon their own footing, 
would have amounted to ; and that, even in cafes where the 
Prince flood obliged, perhaps by former Treaties, to aflift us 
with troops at his own expence ; and often in cafes, when his 
own prefervation was more immediately concerned in the event 
of the war than ours. 

Mr. Walter Plumir^ Jan, 26, 1736. 

In a free country, I am afraid that a ftanding Army rather 
occafions than prevents mobs : where a Magiftrate has a guard 
of regular troops to truft to, he is apt to negled humouring 
the People he defpifes and fometimes oppreflcs ; in which cafe 
the People as long as chere is any fpfrit among them, will 
certainly grow tumultuous. If a tumult happens with any juft 
caufe of complaint, a litde gentle ufage and calm reafoning, 
generally prevents any mifchief, and prevails with the People 
to return to their duty : but a Magiftrate with an army at his 
back will feldom take this method, for few men will be at the 
pains of perfuading, when they know they can compel. But 
2 In 
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in a free country, if a tumult happens from a juft caufe of cgnjL- 
plaint, the people ought to be fatisfied, their grietrances ought 
to be redref&d ; they ought not furely to be immediately knock-» 
ed on the head, becaufe that they happen to complain in an ir- 
regular way. To make^ufc of regular troops upon every fuch 
occafion, is like a tyrannical fchool-mailer, who never makes 
ufe of the foft arts of perfuafion and allurement, but always 
makes ufe of the rod : fuch a man may break xhe fpirity but ne- 
ver can improve the minds of his fcholars. 

Sir John Barnard^ Feb. 3, Jf737- 

Our armies have known no other power than that of the 
Secretary at War, who directs all their motions, and fills up 
every vacancy without oppofition, and without appeal. 

But never, my Lord, was his povi^er more confpicuous than 
in raifing the levies of this year ; never was ever any authority 
more defpotically exerted, or more tamely fubmitted to ; never 
did any man more wantonly fport with his command, or more 
capricioufly fport with pofts of preferment ; never did any ty-: 
rant appear to fet cenfure more openly at defiance, treat mur-^^ 
pitirs or remonftrances wit^i greater contempt, or with more 
confidence or fecunty diftribute pofts amongft his flaveSy 
without any other reafon of preferment, than his own uncon- 
troulable. pleafure. 

And furely no man, my Lords, could have made choice of 
fuch wretches for military commands, but to (hew, that nothing 
but his own private inclinations fliould influence his conduct, 
and that be confidered himfelf as fupreme and unaccountable : 
for we have feen, my Lords, the fame animals to-day cringing 
behind a counter, and to-morrow fwelling in a military drefs ; 
■ we have feen boys fent from fchool in dcfpair of improvement, 
and entrufted with the military command : fools that cannot 
learn their duty, and children that cannot perform it, have been 
mdifcriminately prondoted : the drofs of the nation has been 
eolle<Sed together to compofe pur new foices, an4- every nian 
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who was too ftupid or infamous to learn^ or carry oh any 
trade, has been placed, by this great difpofcr of honours, above 
the neceffity of application, or the reach of cenfiire. 

Did not fometimes indignation, and fometimes pity, check 
the fallies of mirth, it would not be a difagreeable entertain- 
ment, my Lords, to obferve in the Park, the various appear- 
ances of thefe raw Commanders, when they are expofing their 
new fcarlet to view, and ftrutting with the firft raptures of 
fuddcn elevation: to fee the mechanic new-modelling his mien, 
and the ftrippling tottering beneath the weight of his cockade ; 
or to hear the converfation of thefe new adventurers, and the 
inftruftivc dialogues of fchool-boys and ftiopkeepers. 

I take this opportunity, my Lords, of clearing myfclf from 
any fufpicion of having contributed, by my advice, to this ftu- 
pcnclous coUeSion. 

Duke ofJrgyle^ Dec. 9, 1740. 

Sir, let us at leaft, not adopt that damn'd MachiavUian 
doflrine, that a free People cannot he governed but by force^ who 
may fo eafily be won by love and afFeflion* An army. Sir, 
was never kept up in any country in time of peace, but, fooner 
or later, it was ufed againft the Liberties of the People, and at 
laft enflaved them. 

Sir, I lament that the People of this country have now too 
unequal terms to contend upon, for fecuring their Properties 
and their Independency. Machiavel fays, iron will prevail over 
gold; but, by this army added to. the other power, our ma- 
nagers poflcfs both — fo are regardlefs of complaints, and of 
gratifying the expeftations of the People* To whom can they 
fly for refuge, or from whom can they expeft redrefs, if not 
from perfons now at the helm of affairs, famed through the 
land for being the fupporters of Liberty, and for their detefta- 
tion of Tyranny and Oppreffion ? 

If the People do complain, perhaps they have jufl^caufe for 
ib doing; feeling numberlefs burthens and taxes laid upon 
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them, chiefly to fupport needlefs offices and places at Immenfe 
falaries : the People are fenfible of it, by their being generally 
occupied by perfons of loofe lives, without abilities, who make 
them fine-cures, or, at moft, appoint deputies, at finall fala- 
ries, to tranfa6t them : they complain their Reprefentatives are 
debauched from them, that Tax^MaJiers vote Taxes, that the 
Amy vote the Army 5 in fliort, Cun5ii pcene patres clamant perijji 
pudorem. I muft confefs, I almoft defpair of any good to be 
done in this detefted age, or of any reformation, fo many hav- 
ing drank of Greeks fell cup, the cup of corruption, that they 
are, imperceptibly to themfelves, become monfters, and glory 
in it, that I almoft join in with Jugurtha's reflexion when he 
he left Romey Urbem venalem y mature perituram ft Emptor em 
irwenerit. 

Perfons trained up in the principles of Liberty can ill brook 
this new dodrinc, of being retained in fubje£iion by an army ; 
having imbibed other notions in their education, fo ftrong as 
not to be able to diveft themfelves of them : that he, for one, 
did deteft and abhor the men that would offer it, and did de- 
clare, Manus hie inimica Tyrannis. Could, Sir, our fore- 
fathers at the Revolution, have conceived that their much- 
boafled and dear-purchafed Liberty would have ended in a large 
Standing Army, as a ^rote&ion for Bureaux and PaSlars, from 
the remonflrances of their much-injured poflerity, and faddled 
with a debt of eight millions, would they have calle^d that a 
Deliverance? They would fcarce have thought the alternative 
a valuable confideration. Though I fhould allow. Sir, there 
is no intention in forae of our managers to enflave us, it will 
be but a melancholy reflexion when it does happen, towards 
alleviating the diftreffed, to fay it was not intended. Js it not a 
fevere imputation upon thofe who have every advantage to make 
themfelves efteenaed by, as the difpofal of all the revenue, pofts, 
and preferments in the realm, to call out for a Military to fup- 
port their meafures againfl the hate of the People,?. Does it not 
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convey fomething as if, they were not the bcft managers in the 
world ? 

Perfons in high ftations, furrounded by flatterers and fyco- 
phants, arc much impofed upon, and impofe upon themfelves, 
by imagining their adKons are not, and ought not to be fcannod 
by the People ; they flatter themfelves they are approved. Much 
in the manner of a ftory I have heard of a certain Efquire, op- 
preffive and arbitrary in his neighbourhood, where he bafliawed 
it away, had good eating"^ and drinking, for the fake of which 
^any perfons reforted to him, who always faid as he faid, com- 
mended all his faults, and told him they were virtues, and that 
the whole country admired him ; aftd flattered him continually, 
for the fake only of what they could get from him. 

He not long after put it to the teft, by fallying out into a 
neighbouring village, where, inftead of paeans and fliouts of 
joy, he was faluted with dirt and dead dogs, and pelted out of 
the village with rotten eggs. He came home vafl:Iy difcon- 
certed and dejeited, and accofted his Parfon, who had been one 
of the forwardeft of his flatterers. How now. Par/on, fays he, 
did not you tell me how much I was admired^ and you fee what has 
happened? 

Sir, I (ball leave the application to the Houfe, and conclude 
with imploring Gentlemen, if they have any bowels for their 
Country, any afFeftiOn for his' Majefty, and for his Family 
being long amongft us, or any regard for the Liberties of 
their Pofterity, to reduce the Army, and to leflen thereby our 
numerous Taxes. 

, fFlUiam Thornton, Efq\ Nov. 26, ^7S^» 

The dangers that muft arife from the introduction of foreign 
troops into the dependencies of the realm, if not illegal, might 
be very great -, for it might eafdy be in the power of an ill de- 
figning Princey to fill all the exterior parts of the dominions 
with foreign mercenaries, and take opportunities to make them 
tbe means of overturning the Conftitution. No man (hould 
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forget the natural tendency oC (landing foreign troops ; thej 
cannot efteem your Laws ; they know not your Conftitutioh | 
they cannot refpe£t it. RecoHeft the cafe of the Hanoveriaa 
foldier at Maidftone, where the commanding Officer told the 
civil Office, ReUafe the many or I have eight thoufand men 
here, and I will beat down your gaol^ and take him by force. 
Sir, that will be the language of Commanders of foreign troops ; 
they know not the Laws ; they cannot refped them. Difputes 
will arife in quarters, and th^ muft be terminated in this man* 
ner. But let us turn our eyes to the other countries of Europe^ 
and fee what miferable work the foldiery have made. Sir, they 
have overturned Europe from its bafis. Look at Sweden, 
where the King, merely by the means of an army, has cut the 
throat of Swedifh Liberty, aiid rules by the fword : and I might 
here obferve, a-propos^ that this Adminiftration in England was 
acce&ry to the mifchief, or at leaft attempted to prevent a 
reparation. I do not aflert this upon my own knowledge, but 
I have been told it upon pretty good authority, when the Em-» 
prefs of Ruffia was about to ftir in favour of the ol^ Govern^ 
ment of Sweden, we interpofed, and threatened her with the 
fleet of England, if ihe made any fuch attempt. 

Ri^htHon. T. Townjhendy Nov. 2, 1775. 
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BRIBERY. 

THOUGH this Bill at firft fight feemed to be a felf-deny-^ 
ing Bill, and to feme particular Members^ might perhaps 
prove fo, yet 1 fufpeft the Commons, confidered as a Houfe of 
Parliament, would find in it a very great enlargement of power* 
Whatever tends to break the balance between the Powers effen-* 
tial to this Conftitution, muft, fooner or later, prove the ruin 
of the whole. An independent Houfe of Commons, or an in- 
dependent Houfe of Lords, is as inconfiftent with our Confti- 
tution, as an independent, that is an abfolutc King, Whoever 
loves the Liberties and Laws of his Country, would no more 
defire to fee one than the other. Let Bribery be punifhed^ but 
not by giving fo much ftrength to one Power of this Conftitu- 
tion, as (hall make it able to overbear the reft. 

Bijhop of Bangor^ Jan, 21, 173I; on the Bill for preventing 
Bribery in the Eledlion of Members ofParliameAt. 

My Lords, it is now fo late, and fo much has been fald irt 
favour of the Motion, for the fecond reading of thePenfion 
. Bill, by Lords much abler than I am, that I fliall detain you but 
H very fiicrt while with what I have to fay upon the fubje£t» It 
has been faid by a Noble Duke, that this Bill can be looked 011 
only as a Bill -for preventing a grievance that is forefeen, and 
not as a Bill for remedying a grievance that is already felt ; bc- 
caufe it is not aflertcd, nor fo much as infinuated in the Pream- 
ble of the Bill, that any corrupt praftices are now made 
ufe of, for gaining an undue influence over the other Houfe. 
My Lords, this was the very reaforf for bringing in the BilU 
They could not affert, that any fuch praftices are now made 
life of, without a proof; and the means for coming at this proof, 
is what they want, and what they propofe to get by this Bill. 
They fufuecl: there are fuch practices, but they cannot prove it. 

The 
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The cfknc is of Toch a fecret nature, thit it can very feldom be . 
proved by witncfles ; and therefore they want to put it to the 
trial, at Icaft, of being proved by the oath, of one of die parties ; 
which is a method often taken in eafeii that can admit of ilo 
other proof. This is, therefore, no argument of the grievance 
not being felt; for a man i^ay. Very fedibly, fel a grievance, 
and yet may not be able to |)rove it. 

That Aere is a fufpicion of {omt fuch praiSkices being now 
made ufc of, or that they will foon b^ m?de ufe erf; the many 
RenKAiftrances from all parts of the «nitfd kingdoms are a 
fuficient proof. That this fufpicion has pr^t into the other 
Houfe, their having fo frequently fent up this Bill, is a manifeft 
demonftration, and a ftrong argumen| for its being neceffary to 
have fome f^ch Bill paffed into a law. Tht other Houfe muft 
be allowed to be better judges of what paffes, or muft pafs, 
within their own walls, than we can pretend to be. It is evi« 
dent, they fufpea that corrupt pradices have been, or foon may 
be made ufe of, for gaining an undue influence over fome of 
their meafures ; and they have calculated this Bill for curing 
the evil if it is fek> for preventing it if it is only forefeen. That 
any fuch praftjces have been aSually made ufe of, or arc now 
made ufe of, is what I (hall not pretend to affirm, but I am furc 
I ihall not affirm the contrary. If any fuch are i^iad^ ufe of, 
I will, with confidence, vindicate his Majefty. I am fure 
he knows nothing of them. I am fure he would difdain 
to fufFer them j but I cannot pafs fuch a compliment upon 
hisMinifters, nor upon -any fet of Minifters that ever was, 
or ever will be, in this nation : and therefore I think I can- 
not more faithfully, more eflFedlually ferve his prefent^ Ma- 
jefty, as well 'as his fucceflors, than by putting it out of the 
power of Minifters to gain. any corrupt influence over either 
Houfe of Parliament. Such an attempt may be neceflary for 
theffscurity of the Minifter, but never can Ke necefTary -for, 
muft always be inconfiftent with, the fecurity of his Matter ; 
^xii the more wceflary it is for the Minifter's fecurity, the 
Vpt. I^ Lr more 
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more inconfiftent it will always be with the King's, and the 
more dangerous to the Liberties of the nation. 

To pretend, my Lords, that this Bill diminifhes, or any 
way encroaches upon the Prerogative, isfomething very ftrange. 
"VVhat Prerogative, my Lords ? Has the Crown a Prerogative 
to bribe, to infringe the law, by fending its Penfioners into the 
other Houfe ? To fay fo, is deftroying the credit, the authority 
of the Crown, under the pretence of fupporting its Prerogative. 
If his Majefty knew, that any man vreceived a Penfion from 
him, or any thing like a Penfion, and yet kept his feat in the 
other Houfe, he would himfelf declare it, or withdraw his Pen- 
fion, becaufe he knows it is againft law. This Bill, therefore, 
no way diminiflies or encroaches upon the Prerogativjes of the 
Crown, which can never be exercifcd but for the public good. 
It diminiflies only the Prerogatives ufurpcd by Miniftcrs, which 
are never exercifed but for its deftpuSion. The Crown may 
. ftill reward merit in the proper way, that is openly. The Bill 
is intended, and can operate only againft clandeftine rewards or 
gratuities given by Minifters. Thefe are fcandalous, and never 
were, nor will be given but for fcandalous fervices. 

True generofity, and true merit, . my Lords, delight in fun- 
fliine. It is glorious to reward true merit, it is glorious to 
receive the reward ; and therefore, whoever gives or receives 
the reward, will be fond of doing it publicly, and of declaring 
it openly, without fear of being impeached of corruption. 
When Admiral Fernon was a Member of the other Houfe, the 
Majority was generally againft him : they did not then like his 
face J and I believe, if he were ftill a Member, they would as 
little like it now : yet, if he fliould receive a reward from the 
Crown, that Majority would not, I believe, vote that reward 
to be a bribe. I- am fenfible. Majorities have fometimes done 
very extraordinary things ; but yet I do not believe they would 
do this, becaufe that Admiral has fo well deferved a reward. 
He has done with fix fliips, about 2000 feamen, and 200 tat- 
tered foldiers from Jamaica^ what, we are told, could not.be 
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done by a largei: fquadron, and at leaft 8000 feam^n, when our 
fliips and failors lay rotting at the Baftimento*5. When war was 
refolved on, he was called from ploughing the ground, to plough 
the ocean ; arid as the fervice of his country required difpatch, 
he defired but three days to fettle his family-afFairs.* In time of 
peace, he was never employed : he was even difappointed in 
his preferment* The j-eafon is plain : he was not fit for thofe 
fervices that entitle our fea and land Captains to preferment in 
time of peace. He had (hewed it, when he was a Member of 
the other Houfe ; and this, I believe, is the true reafon of his 
hot being a Member now. But if he fliould be a Member in 
the next Parliament, as he probably will, if he lives, the pafling 
of this Bill could no way prevent his Majefty from rewarding 
him in any manner he may then think fit 5 nor could his accept- 
ing of the reward fubjeft him to any inconvenience or danger. 

This Bill can, therefore, no way afFeft the Prerogatives of 
the Crown, or prevent any man's receiving a juft and well- 
deferved reward ; which is the only reward the Crown ought, 
or has any title, even from Prerogative, to beftow : fot this 
Prerogative, like all the other Prerogatives of the Crown, is fo 
far fubjeft to the controul of Parliament, that if it be abufed, 
the Parliament may enquire into, and punifh the advifers of 
that abufe. 

It is very remarkable, my Lords, it is even diverting, to fee 
fuch a fqueamifhncfs about perjury upon this occafion, amongft 
thofe, who upon other occafions, have invented * and ena'&ed 
multitudes of oaths, to be taken by men who are under great 
temptations, from their private interefl, to be guilty of perjury. 
Is not this the cafe of almofl every oath that relates to the 
collection of the public revenue, or to the exercife of any office I 
Is not this perjury one of the chief objedlions made by the Dif- 
fenters agaihft the Teft and Corporation Aft ? And fhall we 
fhew a Iqfs concern for the prefervation .of our Cohftitution, 
than for the prefervation of our Church I The reverend Bench 
fliould be cautious of making ufe of this argument, for if they 
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will not allow us an oath for the prefervation of the former, 
k may induce many people to think, they ought not to be allow- 
ed an oath for the prefervation of the latter. 

By this time, I hope, my Lord, all the inconyeniencies pre- 
tended to arife from this Bill have vanifhed ; and therefore I 
ihall confider fome of the arguments brought to' (hew that it 
j» not neceflary. Here I muft obfcrve, that moft of the argu- 
ihents oMide ufe of for this purpofe, are equally ftrong for a 
j«peal of the laws we have now in being, againft admitting 
Penfloners to fit and vote in the other Houfe. If it .be im- 
pofSble to fuppoie, that a. Gentleman of great eftate, and an- 
tient family, can, by a pcnfion, be influenced to do what he 
ought not to do ; and if we muft fuppofe that none but fuch 
Gentlemen can ever get into the other Houfe, I am fare the 
laws for preventing Penfioners from having (eats in that Houfe,. 
•are quite unneceflary, and ought to be repealed^ Therefore^ 
if tbefe arguments prevail witiv your Lord&ips to put a nega-* . 
chre upon the prefent Queftion, I fhall expe£l: to fee that ne- 
gative followed by a Motion foe the repeal of thofe laws. Nay, 
in a few Sel&ons, I ihall expert to fee a Bill brought in, for 
preventing any man's being a Member of the other Houie, 
but fuch as have fome place or petiilon under the Crown. 
As an argument for fuch a Bill, it muft be faid, that his Ma- 
jefty's moft faithful fubjefts ought to be cholen Menders of 
Parliament, and that thofe Gentlemen will always be mc^ 
feithful to the King that receive the King's money. I (hall 
grant, my Lords, that fuch Gentlemen will be always the moft 
faithful, and the moft obedient to the Minifter ;. but for this 
very reafon, 1 (hould be for excluding them from Parliament. 
The King's real intereft, however much he may be made by 
his Minifters to miftake it, muft always be the fame with the 
People's J but the Minifter's intereft is generally diftinft from^ 
and often contrary toboth : therefore, I (hall always be for ex- 
cluding, as much as poflible, from Parliament, every man who 
is under the leaft inducement to prefer the Latereft of the Minifter, 
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to that of both King and People : an4 this I tabs to be the 
cafe of every Gentleman, let his cftate and family be what they 
WII9 that holds a penfion at the will of the Minifter. 

Thofe who fay, they depend fo much upon the honour, inte- 
grity, and impartiality of men of family and fortune, feem to 
think our Conftjtution can never be rfiflblvedj as long as wfe 
have the Ihadow of a Parliament. My opinion, my Lord, is fo 
very different, that if ever our Conftitution be diffolved, if ever 
an abfolute Monarchy be cftabliflied in this fcingdom, I am con- 
vinced it will be under that (hadow. Our conftitution conl^b 
in the two Houfes of Parliament being a check upon the 
Crown, as well as upon one another. If that check fhould ever 
be removed, if the Crpwn (hould, by corruptt means, by places, 
penfionsi a#d bribes, get the abfolute direftion of our two 
Houfes of Parliament, our Conftitution will, from that moment, 
be deftroyed. There would be no occafion for the Crown to 
proceed any farther. It would b^ ridiculous to lay afide the 
forms of Parliament} for under that flvadow, our King would 
be more abfolute, and might govern more arbitrarily than he 
could do without it, A Gentleman of femily and fortune would 
pot, perhaps, for the fake of a penfiop, agree to lay afide the 
forms of Government ; becaufe, by his vepal fervice there, he 
?arns his infamous penfion, and could not ej^peft the cpntinu- 
anceof }t, if thofe forms were laid afide; but a Gentleman of 
family and fortune may, for the falce of a penfion, whilft he is 
in Parliament, approve of the moft blundering meafures, con- 
(ent to the moft exceffiye and ufelefs grants, enaft the moft op-» 
preflive laws, pafs the moft villainous accounts, acquit the moft 
heinous crinfiinals, and condemn the moft innocent perfons, at 
fhc defure of that Minifter who pays him his penlion. And if a 
majority of fuch Houfe of Parliament confifted of fuch men^ 
would it not be ridiculous in us to talk of our Conftitution, or 
to fay we had any liberty left ? 

This misfortune, this terrible condition we may be reduced 
40 hy corruption : as brave,, as free a people as we^^ the Romans^ 
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were reduced to it by the fame means ; and to prevent fuch ^ 
horrid cataftrophe, is tt^e defign of this Houfe. 

If pe(^plc would at all think, if they would confider the con- 
fequences of corruption, there would be no occafion, my Lords, 
for making laws againft it. It would appear fo horrible, that 
no man WOUI4 allow it to approach him. The corrupted ought 
to cohfi^er, that they do not fell their vote, or their country only : 
thefe, perhaps, they n^ay difregard j but they fell likewife them- 
(clves : they beconic the bond-flavcs of the corrupter who cor- 
rupts ^hem, not for their fakes, but for his own. No man ever 
corrupted another, for the fake of doing him a fervicc. And^ 
therefore, if people would but confider, they would always re- 
jcft the offer with difdain. But this is not to be cxpe6lcd. 
The hiftories of all countries, the hiftory even of our own 
country fhews, it is not to be depended on. The proffered 
bribe, people think, will fatisfy the immediate cravings of fome 
infamous appetite ; and this makes them fwallow the alluring 
tait, though the liberties of their country, the happinefs of their 
ppfterity, and even their own liberty, evidently depend upon 
their refufing it. This makes it neceftary, in every free State^ 
to contrive, if poflible, elFedual laws againfl corruption : and 
as the laws we now have for excluding Penfioners from the 
other Houfe, are allowed to be inefFedual, we ought to make a 
trial, at leafl, of the remedy now propofed : for though it fhould 
prove inefFeftual, it will be attended with this advantage, that 
it will put us upon contriving fome other remedy that may be 
cfFefiual^ and the fooner fuch a remedy is contrived and ap- 
plied, the lefs danger we (ball be expofed to of falling into that 
£ital diflemper, from which no free State, where it has once bel 
tome general, has ever yet recovered. 
* ' EarlofCheJierfieldyFeh.Q/lyl^ifi. 
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IAgrcQ v^ith the Hon. Member who fpoke firft, (Sir Robert 
Walpole) that on his Majefty's happy Acceffion to the 
Throne, there ought to be no other contention amongft us, 
than who fhould mod contribute tp bis fervice^ than who (hould 
lexprefs their duty and Ipyalty in the moft refpedlful and the moll 
extenfiye manner. But then I hope he will ^gree with me, 
that this is %o be done with fome regard to thofe we reprefent : 
that this is to be donq, confiftent with the truft repofed in us ; 
confiftent with that frugality which this Houfe is bound to ufe, 
wheneyer the Crown is^ pleafed to call upon it, to exercife its 
great power of giving monpy. 

Now, notwithftanding what has been urged, I think we fliall 
fo far depart from the rule of frugality, as ^e exceed the revenue 
granted to his late Majefty, whether that exceeding fhall a- 
mount yearly to 93,000 1. ai computed at the higheft by the 
^on« Member, or to above 1 30,000 U as I have feen it more 
tfuly computed by. another. For I remember very well, that 
the yearly fumof 700,0001. though now thought too little, was 
not obtained for his late Majefty, without a long and folemii 
debate ; and it was allowed by ev^ry one that contended for it, 
to be an ample Royal revenue. Nor was it afked inconfiderr 
ately, and on a fudden ; it was afked on mature deliberation, 
after th# Queen's Civil Lift branches were found deficient ; it 
was %fl^ after, many computations had been made of every 
charge requifite to fupport the honour and dignity of theCfrownj^ 
«nd to maintain the prefent Royal Family ; it was afked, after 
duly weighing what provifion would be fufficient to anfwer all 
the ordinary and extraordinary occafions of the Civil Govern- 
ment ;. what would be fufficient to anfwer all pfoper augmen- . 
tations of falaries, all reafonable and charitable penfions, all 
focret fervices at home and abroad, necefTary to carry on a ju^f^ 
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and wife Adminiftration, It was afked by that Hon. Member 
himfelf and others, who were entering into great employments, 
who were going to tafte of the Royal bounty, and who there- 
fore could not poffibly be fufpefted to have any defign of cramp- 
ing his Majefty, by a too contra£led and narrow revenue* 

Nor does the late alteration in the Royal Family call for any 
increafc of expence. For if the. eftabli(ha}ent for the Queen 
ihould be enlarged^ whofe diftinguifhed character and many 
princely virtues, taken notice of in. your Addrefs, entitle hen to 
all degrees of grandeur, which any former Queen Confort ever 
enjoyed ; I fay, if her Msyefty's eftablifliment fhould be en- 
brged, I pr^fiime the eftablifliment for Prince Frederick will 
be much inferior to that fettled on- his prefent Majefty vAken 
Prince of Wales. Bcfides, our ardent wiflies for his^ Majefty's 
conflant refidence in thefe kingdoms, and his Koyal intentions 
of making us a great and happy people, give us hopes, that 
many peribnal, many particular expences in the late reign, cf-r 
pccially tbofe for freqiien* journifs to Hanover, will be difconr 
tinued and entirely ceafe. ' . 

Nor is it any obje^iop to the re^oning of thgt time, wiem 
the 700,0001. was granted to the late King, or to the compu- 
tation then tnade^ that this fum is faid to have been found, by 
the experience of paft timeF^ to be not anfwerable-to the necef- 
^ fities of the Civil Government. 

For this experience could not be found in the Queen's reign, 
becaufe her Civil Lift branches jG^ldom amounted to 600,000 K 
commonly to about 550,000!. and^fometimes to \(ery littH aboyp 
500,000!. as appears by accounts formerly laj^ bd^tfthis 
Houie: and I will not fuppofe thofe accounts which were^ 
brought from the Treafury to be otherwife than true^ in regard* 
to mj^ Hon. Friend.-r-I aik pardon, I (hould have faid the Hon* 
Member, for there is no friendibip betwixt usl But he muit 
give me leave to obferve, that when he afferts her Civil Lift 
Branchy amounted to about yop^OQoU J^arly, be c^nonly 
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tneatvthe gtofs, and not the neat produce ; whicfc is a very un^ 
candid and fallacious way of aVguing. 

Though her revenues were fo low, yet f^e called upon her Par- 
liament but once in her reign of above' thirteen years, to pay 
the debts contra^ed in her Civil Government; and it is a juf- 
tice due to the memory of that excellent Princefs, to remind 
Gentlemen of the unparalleled inftances of her piety and genc- 
rofity which occafioned tftofe debts. She gave the firflf-fruits 
and tenths, arifing now, as the Hon. Member who made this 
Motion, fays, to 19,000!. a year, for the augmentation of the 
maintenance of the poor Clergy ; (he gave 5000 1. a year out of 
the Poft-office to the Duke of Marlborough ; fhe fufFered 700 L 
a week to be likewife charged on the-Poft-ofiEce for the public 
femce, and by that conceffion loft a vaft fum, the additional 
iaty then producing only 8000 1/ a year; fhe gave feveral hun- 
dred thoufand pounds for building the Caftle of Blenheim ; (he 
allowed Prince Charles of Denmark 4000 1. a year; flie fuf- 
tained great lofies by the Tin Contraft ; flie fuppofted the poor 
Palatines ; fhe gave 1 00,000 1. to the ufe of the war. — ^Thefe, 
with many other Royal bounties, which efcape my prefent re- 
membrance, were the reafons that brought her under the necef- 
fity of afletng for 500,000!. But fhe was fo fenfible of the in- 
convenitoce, and fo determined never to apply to her Parlia- 
nient again in the like manner, that fhe ordered a confiderable 
fcdudion to be made of her Civil Government expences* I 
kave feep a fcHeme of this redufHon, as it was actually fettled a 
"^^e^foi# her death, and intended to commence the Lady- 
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I^ would be tedious to ga through all the par- 
ticliir ahicles of it, and I will only name three or four. The 
CcffercrV-office payments were reduced from 85,000!. to 
7S?CK)ol. the allowances for Foreign Minifters from 75,000!. 
^030,000!. Penfions and Bounties from upwards of 87,490 1. 
^0 60,000 1. Secret Services from 27,000!. to 20,000!- a fum 
^urpri^ngly ftnall, when compared with the late difburfements 
«»i that headt In fhort, th^ whole yearly expences were dc- 
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Cgncd to be reduced to 459,941 1. and that would have bceti 
done without eclipfing the glory of the Crown, which, fome 
Cf eptj^oif n fo roundly affirm, cannot now be main;tained under 
almoft a double appointment. 

From hence it appears plainly, that this argument of the ex- 
perience pf paft timps can have no reference to the Queen'§ 
reign. It rpuft ^hereforp be applied, though put in the plural 
number, to the late Adminiftration only : and I confefs, if the 
feme management was to be continued, if the fame Minifters 
were to be again employed, a million a year would not be fiiffi- 
cient to carry on the exorbitant expences, fo often, and fo juftly 
complained of in this Houfe. For it is notorious, it isYrefli in 
all our memories, that befides the yearly 700,000!. /there have 
been many occafional taxes, many exceffive fi^OfSrraifed, and 
they have been all funk in that bottomlefs gulf of. Secret Ser- 
vice. Firft, tJ}e memorable 250^000 1. was r.aifed, in defiance, of 
th(? ancient. pj^li^ir^cntary methods, to fecure us from the appre- 
henfions of a Swedifh invafion. Then the two Infurance-of- 
fices were jcre(5ted in as regular a manner, "y a Bill brought 
intp.thi5 Houfe,, at the latter end of a Seffion, and after the 
Committee of Supply had been clofed, upon the Hon, Member's 
return, into power ; and thofe bubbles paid near 300,000 !• for 
^cLr charters,. Then a new fcene of affairs opening in 4B we-, 
den, changed our enmity into an alliance, and there was a fub- 
fidy of 72,000 1. implicitly granted, to make good fomcifecret 
bargain and engagement with that Crown. At that time near 
24,000 1. were given fpr burning two Merchant fhlps axrived 
from Liifeded places ; but the goods, as well as thef^^, were 
pajd for by the Houfe, that they might, without injury toafie 
Owners, be deftroyed for the public fafety; yet njoft of tipftx 
were p.rivat-ely conveyed into counties adjacent to the port 
where the fliips lay, and fold there. Then foon after a fum of 
500,000 1. was demanded and granted for the payment of the 
Civil Lift Debts; on which occafion his late Majefty declared 
in bis MelTage, " That' he was refolved to caufe a retrench- 
ment 
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ment to be made of his expences for the future.*' But not- 
withftanding that refolution, in lefs than four years, the necef- 
fitres of the Government haying rendered the promifed re- 
trenchment imprafticable, there was a new demand, and a ne\ir 
grant of 500,000 1. more, to difcharge pew incumbrances. J 
might mention, too, the Spaniflx fhips which were taken in thp 
famous Mediterranean fea-fight, and^ as we have reaibn to be^ 
lieve, fold for a confiderable fum o'f money. Nor is it poffibl^ 
to forget the 125,000!. which^j^vve could only be told the laft 
Seffion, in a general unexplained article, was fecretly difpofed 
of for the public utility, for the confervation of thep^ace of E«i- 
rope, and for the fecurity of the commerce and navigation of 
Great- Britain. 

After all thefe and other extraordinary fupplies, I ^iti in,- 
formed there yet remain^ a debt in the Civil Governnjent cf 
above 6oo,OGol. If fo, furely there muft have been ^ maSt 
egregious ncglecft of duty, to fay no worfe j there njuft hav^ 
been a ftrange fpirit of extravagance fomewhere, or fuch im- 
mcnfe fums could never have been fo foon. To infenlibly fquah^ 
dered away : and it is amazing this extravagance fhould hap- 
pen under the conduft of perfons, pretending to furpafs all their 
predeceflbrs in the knowledge and care of the public revenue. 
But we are not to v/onder that the World has been free in its 
cenfures, fmce none of thefe fums have been accounted for, fince 
they have been employed in fervices not fit to be owned* 
None but thofe who were in the fecret, and who. had tbe.diff 
pofal of them, ^ can refute the reflexions that are made without 
doors, not only on the Miniftry, but even on both Houfes of 
Parliament. — ^I muft fay no more — But I heartily wiih, tbirt 
time, the great difcoverer of hidden truths and concealed ini- 
quities, may produce a lift of all fuch, if any fuch there wer.e, 
who have been perverted from their public duty by private pen- 
fioiis i who have been the hired flaves, and the corrupt inftru- 
ments of a profane and vain-glorious Adminiftration.-, If 
there have been none fuch, then the whole weight, then the 
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vhole guilt of the late mifmanagement lies on the Minifters 
0)emfeIves» 

' But itfecms to be matter of qniverfal jojr to thp nation, that 
^ cafe 15 like to be altered^ we hope we are arrived at a day 
" of better oeconomy ; we hope fucb praftices will be fo fer from 
being imitated, that they will be detcftcd and abhorred: nor 
can anyone entertain the leaft doubt of this, when he confiders 
^at a Prince is afcending the Throne, who willchufe a know- 
ing, faithful, and frugal Miniftryj who will not permit his 
4op[i0(tic pr foreign a^airs to be negotiated by bribery an4 
COiTUption, for want of fufficicncy and Ikill in politics ; whqfe 
yfrifiom will enable him, and whofc goodnefs will incline him, 
JK>t only to infpeft the management of the Civil Lift branches, 
flut iiir j^flrice to his Parliaments, and in compafEon to his 
people, to direct ajid require a due and exaS difpofition of all 
the other public funds, according to their refpeftive appro- 
priations. 

Now, in confequence of this mpft juft notion of his Ma- 
jefty*s fruguality, which, amongft other his innun^erable vir- 
fues, endears him fo much to his fubjefts^ I hope I may, with- 
out oi&nce, propofe the addition of fome words to the queftion, 
Aat may reftrain it to 5^00,000 1. and in this I as ^nuch confult 
*e fcrvice of his Majefty, and the honour and dignity of th? 
Crown, 'as thofe who are for jgranting the funds without any 
fdlriflions. For, in my humble opinion, the voting a greater 
tiian was^ fettled on his late Majefty, is only voting an indem- 
my J is voting at leaft in favour of Minifters, whofe conduS, 
as I have already hinted; if laid before you, and duly examined, 
-would perhaps rather deferve your cenfure than approbation. 

Befides, the furplus of thefe branches is appropriated to tljc 
.Sinking Fund ; and that^ I thought had been a facred depoCtum, 
«ferved fen the gradual difcharge of the national debt. J 
thought it would be looked upon as a fort of facrilegc, to hayc 
4iver4ed the leaft part of it, on any pretence whatfoever, from 
its original ufes 1 and it is as farprianng to me^ that the Hbnoui:- 
3 ' ' able 
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able Pcrfon (hould be for dcftroying his own darling prcjca, 
and that he (hould be for pulling down the boafted monument 
of his glory, as it may be to ojhers, — ^tliat I am for fupporting 
any fcheme of bis» which might have tranfmitted his name with 
advantage to pofterity* 

If his Majefty was rightly apprized of ,the(e circumfianc^, 
he would doubtlefs rather be content with a clear annual teven^ 
of 700,000!. than fufier his firft demand of money, by ai^y 
precipitate proof of our zeal, to carry the leaft appearance of 
being burthenfome to his people, who have long laboured undfr 
the prelTure o( grievous and exorbitant taxes.; for he has bccii 
gracioufly pleafed to fignify from the Throne bis fixed refolu-. 
tion, ^< By all poilible means to merit their love and afie^oA, 
^ which he ihall always look upon as the beft fiipportandiecii-. 
" rity of his Crown." ^ . , 

Mr. Shippen^ July 3, 1727, 9n Sir Robert WalpoVs Moiim 
fir fettling on the King the entire revenues of the Civil Lijl. 

I MUST declare it to be my opinion, that the crediton^^f 
the public have, in a manner, a right to that £icred fund^ csdLad 
the Sinking Fund ; it is in its nature a Ibcurity to them r fisft, 
for die payment of the intereft coming yearly due to them^ md 
next for the payment of their principal fums.. The whole 
people of England have a right to have it duly applied ^ becanfe 
it is by fuch application only, that we can get free of tbde many 
and grievous taxes, which lie fo heavy upon the poor, and are 
fuch a clog to the trade and the manufaSures of this natzoa : 
and therefpje die applying that fund to any other ufe, is robbing 
tlie public creditors of their right, and doing an injuftice to the 
whole people of England. 

The prefeht circumftances of this motion are, ray Lords, in 
feme manner deplorable. 'By the many taxes we ndw pay, the 
neccflaries and conveniencies of life are rendered fo dear, that 
It is impoflible for our tradefmen or manufafturers to lire fo 
cheap, or to fell the produce of their country at fo finall a price 
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as our neighbours do : from hence it is, my Lords, that our 
heighbours are every day Encroaching upon us, and our trade 
is daily decaying. If a journeyman in any manufadlure what- 

,^cr, can live better in France or Germalny on fix-pence a 
day than he can live in England on a fhilling, we may depend 
on it, that moft of our tradefmen will ^fihd their way thither, 
if they are not prevented either by our own good politics, or by 
fome very bad policy amongft oiir neighbours : and if a matter 
tradefman-can get the fame work done in France for fix-pence, 
which would cbft hiiti a Ihilling in England, he certainly can 
underfell the Ehglifli tradefman in all the foreign markets in 
the world. The only method, therefore, to preferve our trade, 

^ to take off thefe taxes, which now lie fo heavy upon the 
poor tradefmen and labourers ; and . this the whole people of 
England know, can be done no other w^y but by a due appli- 
cation of the Sinking Fund. How (hocking then muft it 
be to the whole nation, to fee that fund plundered of fo large 
a fum at once ? The whole nation muft from thence conclude, 
that, they muft for ever groan under thefe taxes and burthens, 
which they now find almoft infupportable, and which muft 
foon become abfolutely fo, by the decay of our trade and our 
manufaftures. 

This fund) my Lords, has therefore been clanddftinely de- 
frauded of feveral fmall fums, at differerit times, which, indeed, 
together, amount to a pretty large fum : t)ut by the Bill which 
we have ordered to be committed, (for granting to his Majefty 
a certain fum out of the Sinking Fund) it is to be openly and 
avowedly plundered of 500,000 1. at once. After fuch a direct 
mifapplicatipn of that fundi can any public creditor depend upon 
his ever being paid his principal fum ? Can any public creditor 
ever think hirafelf fecure, even of that yearly intereft or annuity 
which is due to him I By this Bill, he fees one half of the Sink- 
ing Fund applied to the current fefvice of the year : this he 
fees done, and this, my Lords, he fees done at a time of the 
moft profound peace and tranquillity : how then can he be cer- 
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tain, but that the whole Sinking Fund may be next year ap^ 
plied to the fame purpofes ? He muft then fee htmfelf deprivei 
of all h6pes of ever receiving his principal fam ; and if the' 
funds now appropriated to the payment of the yearly intereft or 
annuities, growing due to the public creditors, fliould hereafter 
prove deficient, where could they have recourfe for the payment 
even of thofe annuities? The Sinking Fund being otherwifc 
applied, their annuities, or at leaft fome part of them, muft . 
remain unpaid.; and at laft, perhaps, the whole might ceafe. 
Such a fufpicion may, even by this mifapplication, arife among 
the creditors of the public ; and if fuch fliould arife, it would bef 
the moft terrible Ihock' that ever happened to the public credit 
of this nation. To prevent, therefore, any fuch fufpicion, it 
will be abfolutely neceflary for your Lordfliips to corne to fomc 
refolution for quieting the minds of the people, and for affuring 
them, that no fuch mifapplication fliall for the future be ad- 
mitted of on any pretence whatever" 

Lord Carteut, May ^Oy 1733- 

I WONDER to hear it affirmed by any Noble Lord in this 
Houfe, that the public creditors have any manner of right in 
the Sinking Fund : they certainly have no right to any part of 
it: they have a right only to receive their yearly intereft when 
it comes due ; for the payment of which there are other funds 
appropriated : and therefore as long as they are regularly p^id 
Aeir intereft, they have nothing to fear, they have nothing to' 
complain of. It. is well known that the Sinking Fund was 
from its very firft original, fubjeS to be difpofed of by Parlia- 
ment ; and the Parliament has it ftili in their power to apply it 
to the paying off a part of the public debt, or to whatever other 
public vrte they fhall think moft proper ; and in this year, there 
is as much of it applied towards the paying off the public debts 
as is either neceffary or convenient^ 

By the fame Bill, my Lordsj there is a million to be applied 
towards the paying ©ft' a part of the public debts of the nation, ' 

which 



Digitized 



by Google 



i6o jb E.A U T I E S OT rnc 

Tvhich is more than the creditors of the public. either defire xit 
cxpe£l. The circumftances of this nation are now Co happy, 
and the public credit fo well eftabliflied, that none of the public 
creditors defire to have their money : on the contrary, my 
Lords, we fee that tht)fe funds bear the hijgheft price, and are 
the moft fought after, which are expefted to be the longeft in 
being paid off. Under fuch circumftances we have an oppor- 
tunity to look about us, and to apply a part of that fund where 
wc find it is moft wanted : this is what is propofed by this Bill. 
It muft be granted, my Lords, that the landed Gentlemen have 
of all others borne for many years the greateft fhare of the 
public charge ; they are, therefore, the firft that ought to be 
relieved ; and for this reafon, 500,000 1, part of the Sinking 
Fund, is to be applied to the current fcrvice of the prefent 
year, in order to relieve them of a part of that burden they 
have long la^boured under. Since then by- this Bill the landed 
Gentlemen are to be relieved, and the fcrvice of the year pro- 
vided for without contrafling any newdebt, or laying any new 
burden on the people, it muft be allowed to be a public benefit* 
It is, my Lords, a good defign ; fuch a defign as can give no 
man an alarm ; it can raife no jealoufies or fears, and is, there-« 
fore^ highly deferving your Lordfhips approbation and fupport. 
Duie rf Newcajk^ May 30, 1 733. 

The Mef&ge that has been read, will, I dare fay, meet 
with no obftruftion in this Houfe. It is with pleafure. Sir, 
that every good fubjeft fees the Royal Line fo ftrong, as to 
fecure a long duration of happinefe to thcfe kingdoms, in the 
perfons of his Majefty's defcendants : and the attachment of 
hi? Royal Houfe to the liberties of this nation, give us all reafon 
to hope, that fucceeding Princes will tread in the paths of his 
prefent Majefty, who has been hitherto fo careful of all his 
fubjefts rights, and fo watchful over their prefervation. 

Sir, his Majefty has been fo tender of afking for any thing 
on account of his own family, that they are now, in cafe of 
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ins iemKcj in a more pfecarious iituation than the children of 
any Oentlemeh of fortune in England. In fuch an event, Sir, 
which heaven avert ! no Gentleman can, from the hiftory of our 
conftitutioh, take upon him to fay, in what manner they have 
a right t6 be provided fon I believe a future Parliament will 
ifefled with gratitude upon the bleffings of his prefent Majefty*s 
reign, aind make a fuitable provifion for his Royal progeny ; 
but I imagifte no Gentleman In this Houfe, would chufe to leave 
the provifion of his younger children upon a precarious foot- 
ing. Parliaments, like other bodies, are changeable ; and it 
would be an unpardonable neglefk in his Majefty, as a father, 
fiiould he leave fo numerous an iffue to the uncertainty of a 
parliamentary provifion to be made after his demife. 

The other only method, by which his Majefty's younger 
children in fuch a cafe could be provided for^ is by the Prince 
upon the Throne. But^ Sirj tho' I have, and I believe every 
Gentleman hiSj the greateft' opinion of the virtues of the Royal 
Perfon who is the Heir of the Crown, yet we are to confider,^ 
that his Royal Highnefs is Ueficd with a young progeny ; and 
that, as no man can anfwer for events, if the two Royal lives 
fhould fall before the children of his Royal Highnefs are of 
age, the Government devolves upon a Regency : and give me 
leave, Sir, to fay^ that there is no precedent in this nation, 
nor any pofitive law now in being, that can determine, as the 
Royal Family muft in fuch a cafe ftand, to what perfon the 
Regency devolves^ This confideration is of itfelf fufficient to 
juflify the application now made by his Majefty to this Houfe ; 
it is lio more than any private Gentleman would do, to put 
his younger children above a precarious dep^dence : and I 
dare fey, that hd Gentleman will think, that his Majefty 
ought to be put-under difabilities, which every one here, wKb 
is a father, would look upon as hard and unreafonable. 

I }iope Gentlemen are fiilly convinced, how becoming ft is 
in his Majefty, as a father, to make fuch an application -, and 
how becoming it is in tt$> as a Houfe of Commons, to anfwer 
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kin the moft effe<9:ual manner : the only conflderation, therefortf| 
that Gentlemen can now have, is with regard to the quantum 
that is demanded by this Mefiage. As to that, Sir, I will 
venture to fay, that when we grant it, it is the finalleft pro- 
vifion that ever was granted for the Crown of Britain ; nay, 
the whole of the provifion for four Royal Perfonages, does nqt 
amount to one half of what former Parliaments have thought 
but a moderate provifion for one. King James, Sir, when 
Duke of York, had ioo,oool. fettled upon him by Aft of Par- 
liament ; and that, I think, is the only parliamentary provifion 
for younger children that can ferve as a precedent on this oc- 
cafion, becaufe it is the only one fince the Reftoration ; for 
before that time the Crown had a gre^t property in lands, and 
could, without a parliamentary concurrence, provide for its 
younger children. King Charles the lid had a lawful ifluc 
of his own body to provide for ; the children of King James 
were married, and their fettlements made before he came to 
the Crown ; King William had no children ; Queen Anne had 
none that lived till after flie came to be Queen; and the 
daughters of his late Majcfty were" married before his acceffion 
to the Throne of Britain. Upon the whole, therefore, I be- 
lieve there never was a demand made by the Crown more 
reafonable and moderate than this is. It is for a provifion to 
younger children, which cannot be made without confent of 
Parliament ; and a provifion fo moderate, that I dare fay, no 
other objedions to it will be made in this Houfe, but that it 
is too little. Therefore I humbly move. That leave be given 
to brii^g in a Bill, to enable his Majefty to fettle an annuity 
of 15,0001. per annum upjon his Royal Hignefs the Duke of 
Cumberland, and his heirs; and alfo one other annuity of 
^4,0061. per annum upon the Princefles Amelia, Carolina, 
Mary, and Louifa, 

Sir Robert Walpoky Maj 3, 1739. 

Sir, 
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Sir, we ought to look back to what former Princes and 
Parliaments have done. I will take the confideration only from 
the glorious sera of the Revolution, and I will ftate it fairly 
and fully. The Civil Lift was not granted to King William 
for life till the year 1698, when 700,0001. a year was fettled 
on him. The dlftradions of his Government, and of all 
Europe at that period, are well knownt His moft generous 
views for the public were thwarted at home^ during the greater 
part of his Reign, by the Tories. Queen Anne had the fame 
annuity fettled on her. She gave yearly 1 00,000 1» for carry- 
ing oh the war, a war againft France, befides 200,000 L at 
leaft towards the building of Blenheim-Houfe, and abov6 
100,000 1. for the fupport of the poor Palatines. It is on the 
Journals of May 13, 1 7 15, and in the following. ** Refolved, 
" That the Turn of 700,0001. ptr annum was fettled upon his 
" late Majefty King William during life, for the fupport of his 
" Majefty's houfliold, and other his neceflary occafions • and, 
" at the time of his Majefty's demife, after the deduflion of 
" 3700 1. a week, that was applied to the public ufes, was the 
" produce of the Civil Lift Revenues, that were continued 
" and fettled upon her late Majefty Queen Anne during her 
" life." The deduAion for public fervices at 3700 1. a week, 
or 192,400!. a year, from that part of the Civil Lift Revenue 
called the hereditary and temporary Excife, was firft made 
in the laft year of King William. Ncnwithftanding this deduc- 
tion, the Civil Lift Funds produced in that very year 709,420 L 
In the firft of Queen Anne, the fame funds with the fame de- 
dudions were fettled on her for life, ai^d declared to be' for 
raifing 700,000!. a year for the fupport of her houfhold, and 
the dignity of her Government. In the ninth of her Reign 
the old Poft-Office Aft was repealed, and a new General Poft- 
Office with higher rates were eftabliflied ; in confideration of 
which, another dedu6Hon was made frpm the Civil Lift Re- 
venue of 700I. a week, or 36,400!. a year, and both thcfc 
dedu^ons have ever fince been continued, 
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George the Ift had the fame Revenue fettled upon him as 
Queen Anne; but if 300,000!. paid him by the Royal Ex- 
change and London Affurance Companies, and a million 
granted in 1726 towards paying his debts, are included. His 
incomp will appear to have been nearly 8oo,oool. ^^r^«««OT, 
In the firft fpeech to his Parliament he took notice, " That 
" it was his happinefs to fee a Prince of Wales, who may, in 
*' due time, fucceed to the Throne, and to fee him blefled 
« with many children." Yet the eftablifhment of the Civil 
Lift, at the beginning of that Reign, was only fettled at 
700,0001. a year. It was not till after the great expencescon- 
fequent on the rebellion of the Earl of Mar, and the other per- 
jured Scots, who, although they had taken the oaths of al- 
kgiance to his Government, traitoroufly waged open and im- 
pious war againft a mild and juft Sovereign, that the Parlia- 
ment paid the King's debts. In the Reign of George the Ift, 
the Prince of Wales had an Eftablifhment of 100,000 1. per 
annunu 

George the lid had a very numerous family, and 800,000 1, 
was at firft fettled upon him, with whatever furplus might 
arife from the duties and allowances compofing the Civil Lift 
Revenue. In 1726, that part of the hereditary and tamporary 
Excife, which confifted of Duties on Spirituous Liquors, was 
ti;ken from the Civil Lift, in confideration of which 70,000!. 
vas transferred to it from the Aggregate Fund. The income 
of George the lid, including 115,0001. granted in 1729, and 
456,733 1. in 1747, towards making good the deficiencies which 
had arifen in the Civil Lift Duties, was 810,7491. per annum 
for thirty-three years. His late Majefty likewife had in hiS| 
reign a Scotiifti Rebellion, carried on by many of the fame 
traitors who had been pardoned by his father. The expence 
. of that Rebellion to the King and Kingdom was enormous $ 
, for it was not confined to the extremities of the- Ifland, bui 
raged in the heart of the Kingdom^ and the rebels advanced M 
withiij a hundred miles of the capital. Such an- event, SirJ 
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not unforefecn, becaufe foretold, was a juft ground for the 
Parliament's difcharging a debt, contrailed by fecuring to us 
every thing dear to men and Englifhmen. 

The eftablifliment of the prefent King, at the yearly rent- 
charge to the nation of 800,000 1. was a meafure, at the time, 
equally pleafing both to the Prince and People. The Minifter 
boafted, that there was not a pofSbility of any future difpute 
about the hereditary Revenues, or concerning accounts fuf- 
peded to be falfe, wilfully erroneous, or deceitful, kept back 
or anticipated, to ferve a particular purpofe. I am aware. Sir, 
that the Civil I^iR. Revenues have been increafmg for many 
years. The mean annual produce for the five laft years of 
George the lid was 829,1501. and for the firft fix years of his 
prefent Majefiy it would have been, had the eftablifliment in 
the late reign continued 894,000 1. In 1775 it would have 
been 1,019,4501. Near 90,0001. per annum of this great in- 
creafe has been produced by an increafe in the Poft-Office re- 
venue, occafioned chiefly by the late alteration in the manner 
of franking, and by the falling of the crofs pofts to the pub- 
lic by the death of Mr. Allen: but thefe profits wQuld pro- 
bably, at leaft certainly ought to have been referved to the 
public, had the eftablifliment in the late reign been continued. 
At the foot of one of the accounts on our table, it is ftatedj 
" The amount of 800,000 1. granted to his Majefty, from 
^ Oa. 25, 1760, to Jan. 5, 1777, is 12,965,517!. 4s. gdf. 
" The producjB' as above exceeds the annuity by 2,381,241 1. 
" 9 s. id|. But Parliament granted to pay ofF the Civil Lift 
" debt on Jan. 5, 1769, out of the fupplies for the year 1769, 
" SISjSIiI- which being deducted, fliews the gain to thepub^ 
" lie to be 1,867,7301. 9 s. id J." The bargain concluded 
for the public, was of an annuity to the King of a clear 
800,000 1. fubjeft to no dedudions or contingencies for his life, 
on a folemn promife of that being made to bear all the ex- 
pcnces of the Civil Lift and the Royal Houfliold. It was a 
fair compacl: of finance between the King and the fubjiS, rati- 
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fied by both parties. The moft explicit afluranccs were given 
by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, in the King's name, that 
x^o more fliou)cl be sifkedj and that now his Majefty could 
neyer be under the diftgreeable n.eccflfty of importuning this 
Poufe with meffages of perfonal concern. I have. Sir, care- 
fully examined the accounts laid before the Houfe by his Ma- 
jefty's xromipand, the eight folio books, and the bther papers ; 
Sind I will venture to fay, they are a$ loofe, unffLtisfaftory, per- 
plexed, and unintelligible, as.thofe delivered in by the Noble 
Lord with the blue ribbon in 1770, a year after jthe fornier de- 
piand to pay the debts on the Civil Lift j and more loofe, un- 
fatisfadory, perplexed^ and unintelligible, no accounts can be. 

Mr. fVilkes^ April i6, 1777. 

Our funded debt is two hundred and thirty millions, and 
pur unfunded debt will amount to thirty-eight millions, without 
the bottom of the war expences being wound up, befidds nine 
piillions Navy Bills, and other debts, that will make the whole 
amount to the enormous fum of two hundred and ninety mil- 
lions ; the yearly intereft of which would take fourteen millions 
to difcharge : now our national eftate, including Malt and 
Land*Tax, and the whole of the Sinking Fund, amounts only 
to thirteen mjlUons two hundred thoufand pounds; fo that 
there will remain eight hundred thoufand pqurids to bf pro- 
vided annually to make good the intereft. This is a very fe- 
rious fituation, arid fuqh as muft give every friend to his coun- 
try great pajn to pbfervc| but at the fame time it is highly 
peceflary, that fome means or other fhould be fuggefted and 
taken, iri order to extricate us from the difficulties in which our 
prefent circumftances involve us. One way of lightening our 
burthens certainly is, by reducing our Peace Bftablifliments 
^ven lower than they flood at the beginning of the war. To 
fuch a propofition I have not the fmalleft objedion j but ftill 
fomething more muft be done to give the country efFe£i;ual re- 
lief, which can only arife from paying off a part of the na- 
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ttonal debt. I wifli, therefore, to call the attention of the 
Houfc to this point, and to fhcw them how much might be 
done by the application of a iingle million yearly. According 
to a calculation made by that accurate calculator Dr. Price, it 
appears, that by the laying by of 4 million annually, and fa- 
credly and religioufly applying it to pay off a part of the na- 
tional debt, provided the three per cents, are changed to four 
per cents, (which are much more eafily paid off than the three 
per cents.) two hundred and fixty-feven millions might be 
paid off in fixty years j fo that his prefent Majefty (if his life 
fliould laft to about the fame length that many of his anceftors 
bad lived to) will in his life-time have the comfort of feeing his 
people relieved from all the burthens and ^xpences brought 
upon them by the American war ; and the Heir Apparent, 
whofe reign it is to be hoped will be a long one, will live tp 
fee the whole of the debt cleared. According to the calculations 
of Baron Mazeres, it appears, that if the plan of laying by a 
million a, year was adopted and purfued for twenty years, and 
the country then under the neceffity of defifting from it, that 
thofe twenty millions, with the money provided to pay the in- 
tereft of that part of the national debt, that fbould be paid off 
from time to time, appropriated to the fame purpofe, would in 
fifty-fevcn years difcharge the greateft part of the debt. Mr# 
Sinclair has very fenfibly and clearly (hewn in his book what 
might be done, by putting in pradlice fuch a fcheme as I have 
mentioned ; and, in order to carry the plan into effe£i, Com^ 
pijSioners ought to be fpecially appointed. 

Mr. Dm^cry June 23, 1784. 
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COMMERCE AND REVENUP, 

AS I had the honour to move for the Houfe to relblve itfeif 
into this Committee, I think it incumbent upon me to 
ppen to you what was then intended to be propofed, as the fub- 
y je£t of your confideration; We are now in a' Committee for 
confidering of the moft proper melhods, for the better fecurity 
and improvement of the duties and revenues already charge4 
upon and payable from tobacco and wines : this can bo- done ix^ 
no way fo proper or effedlual, a? that of preventing for the 
future thofe frauds, by which the putlic revenues have be^n fo 
much injured in times paft. I know, that whoever attempts to 
temedy frauds, attempts a thing that muft be very difagreeabl^ 
to all thofe who have been guiljty of them, or who expe£l: a bc-» 
nefit by fuch in time to come. This, Sir, I am fully fenfible 
of, and from this have fprung ^11 thofe clamours, which havp 
fceen raifed without doors, againft what I am now to propofe to 
you. The fmugglers, the fraudulent dealers, and thcrfe wh<> 
have for many years been enriching themfelves by cheating 
their country, forefaW, that if the fcheme I ^m now to propofij 
took efFed, their profitable trade would be at an end ; xhis gave 
them the alarm, and from them I am perfuaded'^t is, that all 
thofe clamours have originally proceeded. 

In this it is certain, that they have been moft ftfenuoufly 
afiifted and fupported by another fet of people^ who, from mo- 
tives much worfe, and. of much more dangerous confequence 
to their country, are fond of improving every opportunity that 
ofFers, for ftirring up the people of Great-Britain to mutiny 
and fedition. But, Sir, notwithftanding all the clamours that 
fuch wicked and deceitful men have been able to raife, as the 
fcheme I have to propofe will be a great improvement to the 
public revenue, an improvement of n or 300,0001. per annumj 
-and perhaps more, and as it will Jikewife be of great advantage 
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iQ the fair trader, I thought it my duty, not only as being in 
jthe ftation I am in, but alfo as being a Member of this Houfe, 
to lay it before you ; for no fuch clamours (hall ever deter me 
from doing what I think is my duty, or from propofmg any 
thing that I am convinced will be of fiich fignal benefit to the 
revenue, and to the trade of my country. 

It has been moft induftrioufly fpread abroad,/ that the fcheme 
I am now to propofe, was a fchemje for a General Excife j but 
I do aver no fuch fcheme ever entered into my head, nor, for 
what I know, into the head of any man I am acquainted. with^ 
My thoughts were always confined fdely to thofe two branches 
of the revenue, arifing from the duties on wine and tobacco ; 
and it was the frequent and repeated advices I had of the noto* 
fious frauds committed in thofe branches of the revenue, and 
the clamours even of fome of the Merchants themfelves, that 
inadc me turn my thoughts particularly towards confidering 
thofe two branches, in order to find out, if poffibk, fome remedy 
for the growing evil. What I am now going to propofe will, 
I l^elieve, if agreed to, be an effectual remedy ; but if I now 
fail in wha£ I am to propofe, it will be the laft attempt of this 
kind that I {ball ever make : I believe it will be the laft that 
will ever be made, either by me, or by any that fhall fucceed 
ine ih the ftation I am now in. 

At prefent, I feail lay before you only the cafe as it now 
ftands, yrith refpeift to the tobacco trade,.and the revenue arifing 
Jhercfrom* And here it will be necefl&ry firft to confider the 
condition of our planters of tobacco in America, If we can 
iieUeve them, if we can give any credit to what they themfelves 
bjy we muft conclude that they are reduced almoft to the laft 
extremity ; they are reduced even almoft to a ftate pf defpair^ 
by the many fta^ds that have been committed in that trade, by 
the heavy duties which the importers of tobacco are obliged to 
pay uppn importation, and by the ill- ufage they have met with 
from their fadors and corxeipondents here in England ; who, 
from being their Servants, are now become their .Lords and 
" Mafters* 
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Matters. Thcfc poor people have fent home many reprefcnta- 
tions of the bad ftatc of their affairs, and have lately fent over a 
Gentleman with a Remonftrancc, fetting forth their grievances, 
and praying for fome fpeedy relief. This they may obtain by 
means of the fcheme I intend now to propofe ; and I believe it 
is from this fcheme only that they can expeft any relief. 

The next thing we are to confidcr, is the ftate of the tobacco-* 
trade, with regard to the fair trader. The man who deals ho- 
iiourably and fairly with the public, as well as with private 
men ; the man who honeftly pays all thofe duties which the 
pubBc IS juftly entitled to, finds himfelf prevented and fore- 
ftalled, almoft in every market within the ifland,. by the fmug- 
gler and the fraudulent dealer: and even as to our foreign 
trade in tobacco, ,thofe who have no regard to honour, to reli- 
gion, or to the welfare of their country, but are every day con- 
triving ways and means for cheating |hc public by perjuries and 
falfe entries, are the greateft gainers : and it will always be fo, 
iinlefs we can fell upon fome way of putting it ou^ of their 
power to carry on any fuch frauds for the future. 

And Uftly, we ought to confider the great lofs fuftained by 
Ihe public, by means of the frauds committed in the tobaeco- 
trade, and the addition that muft certainly be made to the public 
revenue, if thofe frauds can be prevented in time to come. By 
thi§ addition we maybe enabled to relieve the nation from 
fome of thofe taxes, which it has laboured under fo many years ; 
whereas, as the cafe now ftands, the innocent and the honeft 
part of the nation arc charged with taxes, which they would be 
free from, if the fraudulent dealers and the fmugglers could be 
any way obliged to pay that, which is juftly due .by them to the 
public. This will, I am convinced, be the effeft of the fcheme 
I am to propofe to you : and whoever, therefore, views it in its 
proper light, muft fee the planters, the fair traders, and the 
public, ranged on one fide in fevour of it ; and none but the 
linfair traders and the tobacco-favors on the other. 
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I (hall beg leave to mention to you fome of thofe frauds which 
have come to my knovi^ledge : the evidence I have had of them 
is to me very convincing j but in fuch cafes. Gentlemen ought 
always to confider what evidence it is impofEble to bring, what 
evidence it is, by th? nature of the thing, unreafonable to 
cxpefi, 

A particular inftance of fraud came lately to my knowledge 
by mere accident. One Midford, who had been a confiderable 
tobacco-merchant in the city, happened to fail, at a time when 
he owed a large fum of money upon bond to the Crown j 
whereupon an extent was iflued out immediately againft him, 
and thereby the Government got pofleflion of all his books, by 
which the fraud he had been guilty of was difcovered : for it ap- 
peared, as may be feen by onq of his books I have in my hand, 
that upon the column wjiere the falfc quantities, which had been 
entered at the importation, by collufion between him and the 
Officer, by which he paid or bonded the duty payable upon im* 
portation, a flip of paper had been fo artfully pafted on ttot it 
could'not be difcoyered ; and upon this flip of paper were written 
the real quantities which were entered, becaufe he was obliged 
to produce the fame book when that tobacco was entered for 
exportation : but then, upon exportation, the tobacco vvas en- 
tered and weighed according to the quantities marked upon this 
flip of paper fo artfully pafted on, as I have mentioned, by which 
he got a drawback, or his bonds returned, to near double the 
value of what he had aftually paid duty for upon importation* 
Yet' this Midford was as honeft a man, and as fair a' trader, as 
^ny in the city of London. I defirc not to be mifuriderftood ; 
I mean, that'before he failed, before thefe frauds came to be diC» 
covered, he was always reckoned as honeft a man, and as fair a 
trader, as any in the city of London, or in any part of the 
fiation. 

After this, he mentioned the fevcral frauds following : That 
pf re-landing the tobacco after it was fliipped ofFfor exportation ; 
rtiat of focking of tobacco, which was a cant- word ufed for 
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ftealing. and fmuggling it out of the (hips, after their jyrriyal in 
the river, before they were unloaded at the cuftom-houfe ; that 
of ftripping the ftalks, and afterwards fplitting and preffing them 
by an engine contrived for that purpofe^ and then exporting 
them ; that of giving bonds for the duty payable upon im- 
portation, whereby the Government had loft feveral large fums 
by the failure of payment of fuch bonds j that of the rich 
moneyed men making prompt payments, by which the public 

. was obliged to allow them ten per cent, difcount as to the duties ; 
and by entering the tobacco foon after for exportation, they 
drew back the whole duties ; fo that Government aSually loft 
ten per cent, upon all the tobacco that had been fo entered. 

Thefe frauds are notorious, moft of them are known to the 
whole world ; and as the Laws of the Cuftoms have been 
found ineffe<9;ual for preventing of fuch frauds, therefore, it ii 
propofed to add the Laws of Excife to the Laws of the Cuftoms^ 
and by means of both it is pr^^bable, I may fay certain, that all 
JTuch frauds will be prevented in time to come. 

By the feveral fubfidies and impofts now payable upon to- 
bacco, by feveral Ails of Parliament made for that purpofe, it 
appears, that the duties now payable upon tobacco on import- 
ation amount to 6|d. per pound weight j all which muft be 
paid down in readv money, by the Merchant, upon importation 
thereof, with the allowance of ten per cent, upon prompt pay- 
^cpt 5 or Qtb^rwife there muft be bonds given, with fufficient 
fyr^tips fpr payment of the money 5 which is often a- great 
lofs to the public, and is always a great inconvenience to the 
A(Ierchaqt importer ; ?»(^e^as, by what I am to propofe, the 
whqlp duties to be paid for the future, will amount to no mprc 
than ^|d. per poiiod weight, and this duty not to be paid till 
^the tobacco comes to be fold for home confumption ; fo that 
if the Merchant exports his tobacco, he will be quite- free from 
J^U payment of dMty, oy giving bond, or finding out proper 
fvireties for joining in fuch bond, be will have nothing tp dq 

.])jit ^ rc^lpad hi? |obacco on board a (hip for exportation'^ 
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t^ithout being at the trouble to attend for having his bonds 
cancelled, or for taking out debentures for the drawbacks; all 
which, I conceive, muft be a great eafe to the fair trader ; and 
to every fuch trader the preventing of frauds muft be a great 
advantage ; becaufe it will put all the tobacco traders in Britain 
upon the fame footing : which is but juft and equal, and what 
ought certainly to be accomplifhed, if it be poflible. 

Now, in order to make this, eafe effedtual to the fair trader, 
and to contribute to his advantage, by preventing as much as 
poffible any frauds in time to come, I propofe, as I have faid, 
to join the Laws of Excife to thofe of the Cuftoms, and to 
leave the one penny, or rather three farthings ^^r pound, called 
the farther fubfidy, to be ftill charged at the Cuftom-houfe, 
upon the importation of any tobacco; which three farthings 
ihall be payable to his Majefty's Civil Lift as heretofore : and 
I propofe, that all tobacco for the futufe, after being weighed 
at the Cuftom-houfe, and charged with the faid three farthings 
per pound, fliall be lodged in a warehoufe or warehoufes, to be 
appointed by the CommifSoners of Excife for that purpofe j 
of which warehoufe the Merchant importer fhall htive one lock 
and key, and the warehoufe-keeper to be appointed by the faid 
CommifEoners (hall have another ; in order that the tobacco 
may lie fafe in that warehoufe, till the Merchant finds a market 
for it, either for exportation or for home-con(^mption : thus,^ 
if his market be for exportation, he may apply to his ware^ 
houfe-keeper, and take out as much for that purpofe as he has 
occaCon for ; which, when weighed at the Cuftom-houfe, (hall 
be difcharged of three farthings per pound, with which it was 
charged upon importation ; fo that the Merchant may then 
export it without any further trouble : but iif his market be for 
home-confumption, that he (hall then pay the three farthings 
charged upon it at the Cuftom-houfe upon importation ; and 
that then, upon calling his warehoufe-keeper^ he may deliver^ 
it to the buyer, on paying an inland-duty of 4d. per pound 
weighty to the proper ofticer appointed to receive the fame. 

And 
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And whereas all the penalties and forfeitures to become due^ 
by the laws now in being, for regulating the colIe£ting of the 
dyties on tobacco, or at lead: all that part of them which is not 
given to the informers, now belonging to the Crown ; I pro- 
pofe that all fuch penalties and forfeitures, fo far as they for- 
. merly belonged to the Crown, fliall for the future belong to 
the public, and be applicable to the fame ufes to which the faid 
duties (hall be made applicable by Parliament : and for that 
purpofe, I have his Majefty's commands to acquaint this Houfe, 
thart he, out of his great regard for the public good, with plea- 
fure confents that they fliall be fo applied : which is a conde- 
fcenfion in his Majefty, that I hope every Gentleman in this 
Houfe is fully fenfible of, and will fully acknowledge. 

I know there has been an objedlion made ; I expeft to hear 
it again made in this Houfe, againft what I now'propofe. The 
objection is this j that a great many of his Majefty's fubjefts 
will be liable to be tried in a multitude of cafes, by the Com- 
miflioners of Excife, from whom there is no appeal, but to 
Commlffioners of Appeal, or to Juftices of the Peace in the 
country, all named by the King, and removeable at pleafurc ; 
from whom the appellants cannot expeft to meet with juftice 
or redrefs. I am far from thinking there is any ground for 
this complaint ; I am far from thinking that any man ever had 
juft reafon to fay that he was wronged, or unjuftly dealt with, 
either by the Commiflioners of Appeal, or by the Juftices of 
Peace at their quarter-feffions : but, in order to obviate any 
objeftion of this nature, I propbfe that all appeals in this cafe, 
as well as in all other cafes relating to the Excife, fliall for the 
future be heard and determined by two or three of the Judges, 
to be ramed by his Majefty, out of the twelve Judges belong- 
ing to Weftminfter-hall ; and that in the country, all appeals, 
from the firft fentence of his Majefty's Juftices of Peace, fliall 
be to the Judge of AfSze upon the next circuit which fliall 
come into that county j who fliall in all cafes proceed to hear 
and deteriiiine fuch appeals in the moft fumnwry way, without 
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fbrmality of proceedings in courts of law br equity. From 
fuch Judges, and from fuch a manner of proceeding, every man 
muft txpeA to meet with the utmoft difpatch, and with the 
moft impartial juftice : and therefore I muft think, that what 
I nqW propofe can be no inconvenience to thofe,' who may 
thereby be fubjefted to the Laws of Excife ; but that if there 
was formerly any ground of complaint, it may be a great relief 
to tl^ofe who are already fubjeSed to fuch laws. 

TTjis is the fcheme which has been reprefented in fuch a 
dreadftJ and terrible light: this is the monfter, that many- 
headed i^onfter, which was to devour the people, and to com- 
mit fuchVavages over the whole nation: how juftly it has 
been reprel^nted in fuch a light, I fhall leave to this Committee, 
and to the ^hole world without doors to judge ; I have faid, I 
will fay it again, that whatever apprehenfions and terrors people 
majf have been brought under, from falfe and malicious repre- 
fentations of what they neither did nor could poflibly know or 
underftand, I am firmly perfuaded, when they do. come to 
know and fully to underftand the fcheme which I have now had 
the honour to open to you, they will view it in another light; 
and that if it has the good fortune to be approved of by Parlia- 
ment, and comes to take efFed, the people will foon feel the 
happy confequcnces thereof; and when they feel thofe good 
efFe£b, they will no longer think thofe people their friends wjio . 
have fo groily impofed on their underftanding. 

I look upon it as a moft innocent fcheme ; I am convinced 
it can be hurtful to none but fmugglers and unfair traders i I 
am certain it will b^ of great benefit and advantage to the pub- 
lic revenue ; and if I had thought otherwife of it, I never 
would have ventured to have propofcd it in this place : ther|f- 
fore I ihall now beg leave to move that it may be refolved. 
That it is the opinion of this Committee, that the fubfidy and 
additional duty upon tobacco, of the Britifti Plantations, granted 
by an A£t of the 12th of King Charles lid, and the impoft 
tl^creon, granted by an AH of the firft of King Jan^es Ild, 

and 
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and alfo the one-third fubfidy thereon, granted by an A& of the? 
lecond of Queen Anne, amounting in the whole to ^fi. per 
pound, for feveral terms of years in the faid refpedive A6fe 
mentioned^ and which have fince been continued and made 
perpetual, fubje£l to redemption by Parliament, ihall from and 
after the 24th day of June, 1733, ceafe and determine. 

Sir Robert TFalpok^ March 1 4, 1 733. 

When I firft heard of this- fcheme I was in the country, 
and there I muft fay, that it had been reprefented in fuch a 
light, as created a general diflike to it, and raifed great appre- 
henfions in the minds of tnoft people. It was reprefented as 2 
fcheme for introducing a general Excife ; fuch a fcheme I own 
I Vv'ould not allow myfclf to think was contrived or approved 
of by any Gentleman in Adminiftration. I did imagine that all 
thofe in the Adminiftration were very well convinopSi that a 
general Excife was what the People of England ffovXA never 
quietly fubmit to ; and therefore did not believe, that any of 
them ever would countenance a fcheme which had the leaft 
tendency that way. But now after having heard it opened, 
and fully explained by the Honourable Gentleman (Sir Robert 
Walpole) on the floor, I cannot but think that it is a wide 
ftep tov/ards eftablifhing a general Excife, and therefore I muft 
te excufed afienting to it. 

How far it relates to trade, with which it certainly has a 
very clofc connexion, I fhall leave to be explained by others more 
converfant in thofe afl^airs ; nor will I take upon me to fay how 
far it may be a remedy for the frauds m6ntioned hy the Honour- 
able Gehtleman ; but there is another concern whidi I alvrays 
ftall. While I have the honour to fit in this Houfe, have a par- 
ticular eye to, and that is, the Liberty of my Country. The 
danger with which this fcheme feems to threaten maiy of my 
fellow-fubje£ls, is alone of fufEcient force to make me give my 
negative to the Qiicftion. Let Gentlemen but reflefi:, let. them 
Vut caft their eyes back on the feveral laws that have been mad© 
5 fine* 
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fince the Revolution, they will there fin'd, that there has been 
already more power vefted in the Crown, than may be thought 
altogether confiftent with the Conftitution of a free Country; 
and therefore I hope this Houfe will never vthink of adding to 
that power, which there may be fome gAund to fufpe£l is al* 
ready too far extended. 

The Law^ of Excifc have always been looked upon as moft 
grievous to the fubjeS. All thofe already fubjefted to fuch 
Laws, are, in my opinion, fo far deprived of their Liberty ; 
and fince by this fcheme, a great many more of his Majefty's 
faithful fubjei£l$are to be fubjc<5led to thofe arbitrary Lav/s^ let 
the advantages accruing to the public be ever fo great or many, 
they will be purchafed'at too dear a rate, if they are purchafed 
at the expence of the Liberty of the meaneft of his Majefty's 
fubjefts ; for even the meaneft man in the nation, has as natural 
and good a right to his Liberty, as the greateft man in this, or 
any other kingdom. 

Let us but take a view of the neighbouring nations in Eu- 
rope ; they were all once free ; the people of every one of them 
had once as many Liberties and Privileges to boaft of as we 
have now ; but at prefent they are moft of them reduced to a 
ftate of Slavery ; they have no Liberty, no Property, no Law, 
nor any thing they can depend on. Let us examine their 
hiftories, let us enquire into the methods by which they arc 
deprived of their Liberties, and we fliall find a very near re- 
femblance to the fchemes now propofed to us. Almoft in every 
country in the world, the Liberties of the People have been 
'deftroyed, under pretcpcc of preferving or refcuing the People 
from fome great evil, to which it was pretended they were 
expofed. This is the very cafe now before us j in order to 
enable the Crown to prevent fome little frauds, pretended to 
have been coiiTmitted in the ancient metliod of colIeSing the 
public revenue, it is propofed to us to put fuch a power in the ^ 
hands of the Crown, as may enable fome future Prince t6 en- 
Have the whole nation. This is really the light in which this 

Vol. I. N ' /cheme 
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fchcmc appears to me ; but to the Honourable Gentleman who 
propofed it to us, I am perfuaded it appears in a quite different 
light, otherwife I am certain he would never have propofed it 
to this Committee* However, fince the generality of the na- 
tion have already fhewn a great diflike to it, I hope the Ho- 
nourable Gentleman may be prevailed on to delay it till ano- 
ther Seffion of Parliament : in fuch a delay there can be no 
danger, there can be no great lofs to the Public, more efpc- 
cially fmce the money to be thereby raifed, is not fo much as 
propofed to be applied to the current fervice of the prefent year. 
If it be delayed till another Seffion of Parliament, Gentlemen 
will then have time to confider it fully, and to confult with 
their Conftituents about it i by that time it may poffibly ap- 
pear in a quite different light both to me and many other Gen- 
tlemen without doors as well as within j and then, if upon exa- 
mination it appears to be a good thing, as fome Gentlemen 
now feem to believe, it will, without doubt, be approved of by 
the generality of thofe without, as well as by the majority of 
thofe within. 

But I hope ^hofe Gentlemen who have now fo good an opi- 
nion of the fcheme, will not think of thrufting it down people's 
throats, when they fee that the generality of the nation have an 
opinion of it quite different from what they have ; fuch a Re- 
folution, fuch an attempt, might produce confequences which I 
tremble to think of : and this is another motive which is of 
great weight to me, I have the honour to know his Majefty, 
his Royal Perfon I have formerly had the honour to approach, 
and know him to be a Prince of fo much goodncfs, that were 
this fcheme reprefented to him in this light, he never would 
approve of it ; to him it will always be a fujBicient reafon 
agaiilft any propofition, that the generality of the people have 
fliewn their diflike to it. I love his Majefty, I have a fincere 
;and a dutiful refpeit for him, and all the Royal Family ; and 
therefore I fhall always be afraid of any thing that may alienate 
the affeilions of many of his Majefty's faithful fubjecb, which 
« Ibc- 
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t believe Would be the certain confequence*of the eftablifhment 
of this fcheme ; for which reafons, if the Queftion be now 
pufhed, I fhali moft heartily give my negative to it. 

Sir Paul Methuerty March i\y I733- 

The profperity of this nation^ Sir, or at leaft our fecurity, 
depends upon the tranquillity of our neighbours : while they 
are at peace, they will always confume more of our manu- 
faftures than when they are involved in blood and confufion ; 
and confequendy we fliall always, in times of peace, have % 
greater demand for the manufaSures of our country than in 
time of wan Befides, while they continue at peace, the Ba- 
lance of Power can be in no danger 5 but the events of war no 
nation can depend on j and therefore this nation, amongft the 
reft, may be deeply affeSed by the extraordinary fuccefs of any 
one Power in Europe. Let us not therefore grudge a trifling 
expence, when it may evidently contribute towards reftoring 
peace among our neighbours, upon which our own profperity 
and fecUrity does and always muft depend. 

Our houfe is not yet on fire, but our neighbour's is all on 
m flame 3 and then certainly it is time for us to prepjire the 
engines neeeflary for preferving our own. Thefe are a power- 
ful flqet^ and a fufficient body of regulat well-difciplincd troops 
ready to march* at the firft word of command; This, Sir, 
will give weight to his Majefty's Councils, it will make all 
the parties concerned give a due regard and attention to what 
may be propofed by his Majefty's Minifters for reftoring tht 
peace of Europe 3 for a Minifter^ whofe equipage confifts of t 
large body of good troops, will always be better hearkened to, 
than one whofe equipage confifts only of a great number of fincj 
pages and ufelefs footmen; 

Sir Robert ff^alpoki Feb. I4, 1735. 

As this day feems to be a day of paradoxes^ amongft the reft,' 
INTC have been told one with refpeft to our trade. We arc 

N a . , told. 
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told. Sir, that the profperity of this nation depends upon the 
tranquillity x>f our neighbours ; and that in times of peace, 
there is always a greater demand for the manufefturcs and. pro- 
duce of this country than in time of war. This, Sir, is fo 
far from being a true maxim in trade, that the direfl contrary 
, IS true^ The chief part of the produce of this country, con- 
fifts in the neceflaries, and not the luxuries of life ; and con- 
fcquently our neighbours will always confume as much of fuch 
(brt of things in time of war as in time of peace. But the dif- 
ference is, that when their heads are not diftrafted, nor their 
hands diverted, by any foreign or domeftic war, they have time 
to apply themfelves to tillage ; they have time to apply them- 
felves to manufa£lures of all kinds ; they have leifure to Aink 
of, and to improve all the arts of peace ; and by fo doing, they 
furnifli themfelves at home with a great many of thofe necefla- 
ries which, in time of war, they are obliged to purchafe of us. 
This is not only evident in theory, but is confirmed by expe- 
rience J for our trade has fufFered more by the domeftic im* 
provements made by our neighbours, during the laft long tran- 
quillity in Europe, than it has done by any other means; 
except the heavy duties we have laid upon ourfelves, and the 
•great trouble, and many fees, and many perquifites we have 
•fubje^led our Merchants to, both in importing and exporting 
their goods and merchandize. 

Mr. PulUney^ Feb. 14, 1735. 

Our great King Edward III. (hewed fuch a regard for our 
•trade and navigation, that upon a complaint from our Mer- 
chants of their having been plundered by the Spanifh pirates or 
guarda coftas of thofe days, he immediately fitted out a fleet, 
and went in perfon to revenge the depredations that had been 
Committed upon his fubje£ts ; by which he reftored the free- 
dom of our commerce, and added a naval triumph, to the 
many triumphs he had before obtained at land. The pro- 
t«£licn of trade and navigation has always been one of the 
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chief concerns of all great Kings and all wife nations. Even 
the Romans, who could never be faid to be a trading peopk, 
ihewed a great regard for it, as appears from the reproof Cicero ' 
gave them in his days, for negle^Sing to fupprefs the pirates, 
and to affert the honour of their flag. 

Mr. Pulteney^ March 30, 1738. 

Our travellers. Sir, who make but very fuperficial inquiries 
into the manners or cufloms of any country they pafs through, , 
may perhaps imagine the people of France or Holland, arc 
more heavily or more opprelTedly taxed, than the people of this 
kingdom, becaufe they hear the people complain there as. they 
do here; but any Gentleman who underftands thefe things, and 
has made a proper inquiry, may foon be convinced of the 
contrary ; and as for the other countries of Europe, they have 
not, it's true, fuch numbers of rich Merchants, mafters of ma- 
jiufadlurers, and mafter tradefmen, as we have in this country, 
which is the reafon that many of their poor live in idlenefs, 
or ftarve for mere want, becaufe there are few or no rich 
Mafters or Merchants in the country, that have money to em- 
ploy them ; but in all countries, where the poor have any em- 
ployment, they are pretty nearly equally poor ; they neither 
get, nor expc6^ more than a comfortable fubfiftence by their 
daily labour : and if you enhance the means of that fubfiftence 
by taxes on the neceffiiries and conveniencies of life, their 
Mafters muft increafe .their wages ; fo that all taxes fall at laft 
upon the Mafters, .foreign or domeftic, who muft pay for that 
increafe of wages in the price of goods they purchafe : but the 
difference is, that a tax laid directly upon the Mafter, only 
prevents his growing rich fo faft, or makes him live lefs luxu- 
rioufly, but does not enhance the price of your maniifadlures : 
whereas a tax laid ujpon thof^ things, that are neceffary for the 
fupport of the poor, enhances the price of labour, and confe- 
quently raifes the price of all your manufaftures both for do- 
meftic and. foreign fale, which at laft ruins your trade. There- 
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fore, if the poor' of this kingdom be more heavily taxed than 
the poor of any other country of Europe, it is what ought to 
be remedied as foon as poffible ; it is what will give that coun- 
try a great advantage over us, if they fliould ever begin to apply 
themfclVes to trade, which every country of Europe is now 
aiming at as much as they can. 

Sir John Barnard^ March 21, I737#* 
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DEFENCE. 

* T STAND up to agree in fome part with the Honourable 
X Gentleman who fpoke laft : if we are at prefent in any 
unhappy fituation, and if it be but thought, by any Gentle- 
man in this Houfe, that thit fituation is any ways owing to the 
mifmanagement of thofe in Adminiftration, in my opinion^ 
whoever thinks fo, ought to move for this Houfe's going into 
fuch an inquiry ; they ought to move/ for the Houfe's going 
into a Committee on the State of the Nation, and upon the 
foot of fuch an inquiry, I will willingly j6in iffue with the 
Honourable Gentleman, or any other Gentleman in this Houfe* 
Whenever the Houfe (hall refolve upon going into fuch a 
Committee, I promife, that fo far as lies in my power, no- 
thing Ihall be refufed that is thought proper or neceffiry for 
giving the Houfe all the information that can be wiflied or 
defired. But as that time is not yet pome, I muft think that 
the Motion now under confideration is very irregular, and 
fecms calculated rather for giving Gentlemen an opportunity of 
declaiming againft thofe, who have the honour of fetving the 
Crown, than for procuring any proper information to the 
Houfe, or any advantage to the country. 

* It is ufual for fome people to make Motions, rather. to fix 
unpopular things on others, than to have any information for 
thenifelves : they make Motions in order to make a figu;-e in 
the Votes, which are fent to all parts of the nation, and to 
fervc fome particular ends of their own : when a negative is 
put upon any fiich Motion, they are then ready to cry out, 
" we would have relieved you, we would have extricated you 
** from all the difficulties you labour under, but we were by 
** power denied the means of doing it," This is a piece pf 
management ; it is a fort of parliamentary pl^y, which has 
always been pradlifed by thofe who oppofc the meafures of Ad- 
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miniftratlon. I remember it as long. as I remember Parlia- 
ments, and have by my own experience been acquainted with 
it : 1 can remember Motions made, with no other view but to 
have a negative put upon them ; and particularly at the be- 
ginning of a Seflion, the language 'amongft fuch Gentlemen 
has always been, " W^c muft give them no reft, but make 
« Motion after Motion j if th^y agree in any Motion we make^ 
" it will diftrefs them ; and if they put a negative upon eVery 
*' 'one, it will render them odious amongft the People." 

* This, 1 fay, has always been the conftant pradice of thofc 
who are jefolved, at any rate, to oppofe the Adminiftration : 
but I muft take notice, that to fay that. any Motion in Par-- 
liament is refufed by power, is, in my ©pinion, a veryunpar-* 
liamentary way of fpeaking : when apy Motion is made, every 
Gentleman is at liberty to debate with freedom upon it, and to 
agree or difagrce as he thinks reafonable : if it be rejeflcd, it 
muft be by a Majority of the Houfe, and becomes an aft of 
this Houfe ; and to fay, that what is the aft of the Houfe, is 
an aft of power, is not, I think, fpeaking in the language of 
Parliament, ' 

Sir Robert Walpale^ Jan. 23, I734» 

My honourable friend was pleafed to inveigh very feverely 
againft the luxury and vice that reigns too generally amongft 
us. I know not from , what this luxury and vice proceeds ; 
but proceed from what it will, I am fure it does not proceed 
from any example fet by the Royal Family: for I am per- 
fuaded that every Gentleman who hears me, is fenfible that no 
nation was ever bleft with a Royal Family that has given fuch 
eminent inftances of frugality and temperance, as the Family 
thai: is now upon the Throne. If a People, Sir, grown wan- 
ton with liberty and riches, fhall degenerate into luxury, is a 
Prince or his 'Minifters to be blamed for that ? Or if the 
People is tainted with difcontent and difiatisfaftion, are we to 
endeavour to cui;e it by giving up the only means of icftrain- 
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ijjg them ? Yet this. Sir, is the very thing for which, fome 
Gentlemen have argued fo ftrenuoufly fince the opening of this 
debate. It has been allowed on all hands, that had it not been 
for our {landing forces, the nation muft have, ere this time, 
run inta confufion from that fpidt of dilTatisfad^ion that has 
broke loofe among the People. But, fay fome Gentlemen, 
that fpirit is occafioned from the oppreffion of the Government. 
But they have not been pleafed to give us any inftance of fuch 
oppreffion ; they have given us no inftance of an invafion upon 
the liberty and property of any fubje<a j they have not given us 
one inftance of any encroachment of the military upon the 
civil power, or of one attack that has been made by the Ad- 
miniftration to fubvert the freedom of Parliament. There is 
nothing more common. Sir, than to raife a clamour upon the 
t6pics of bribery, corruption, and venality j and nothing more 
cafy than to make the People believe, th^t when an Admi- 
niftration continues long in the fame hands, it can only be by 
thefe means. But this is a misfortune that has attended the 
bcft Adminiftrations in all ages and in all countries. The very 
fuccefs that Minifter meets with, is improved by his enemies 
to his prejudice. If a Majority in this Houfc concur with his 
meafures, it muft be the effe£ls of corruption. If he has the 
favour of the Prince, he owes it to flattery and mifreprefenting 
the flate of the nation. Does the kingdom under his Admi- 
nlftration enjoy a profound peace and extended commerce, 
this is attributed to the Minifter's facrificing fomething ftill 
more valuijble than thefe advantages in order to procure them. 
So that. Sir, the very well-being of a ftate, gives a handle to 
clamour againft the Minifter : whereas, in reality, his fuccefs 
in the Parliament may be owing to the juftnefs of his mea- 
fures ; the favour he rs ; in with his Prince, to his integrity i 
and the increafe of the national wealth and power, to his vi- 
gilance and the firranefs of his refolutions.^ Sir, I fhall make 
^0 particular application of what I have faid here ^ only one 
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tiling I w^ be bold to affirm, that had the clamours that have 
teen raifed in Great-Britain thefe eighteen years paft againft 
the Adminiftration been well-founded, we muft before this 
time have been the moft miferable, the moft beggarly, and the 
moft abjecft People under the fun. 

Sir Robert TFalpok^ Feb. 3, 1738, 

I THINK a man is an honeft man, who votes according to 
what his confcience tells him the prefent fituation of things 
requires ; and an honeft man. Sir, if he fees the circumftances 
which induced him to vote in favour of a Refolution laft year 
altered, or if he finds that he himfclf has been miftaken in the 
apprehenfion of thefe circumftances ; I fay. Sir, an honeft man 
will, in either of thefe cafes, vote this Seffion dire£Hy contrary 
to what he voted before : if ever I voted for a ftanding army. 
Sir, in time of peace, it was when my confcience told me, 
that the prefervation of our liberties required it. But, Sir, 
though at that time, perhaps, I was convinced that our keeping 
up a ftanding army for one year was neceflary, it does not fol- 
low that I aft inconfiftendy, if I don't vote for a perpetuity 
of that army. Therefore, though a Gentleman has voted for 
every Queftion, for every job of the Miniftry ; though his 
whole life has been but one^continued vote on their fides ; yet 
he ought neither to be afliamed nor afraid to oppofe them, as 
foon as his own judgment, or the fituation of things is altered. 
This is afting upon no* other principles, Sir, but thofe of an 
honeft man, and a lover of his country : and, as the diftinftion 
between Whigs and Tories is now in effeft aboliflied, I hope 
foon to fee our People know no other denominations of party 
amongft us befides thofe of Court and Country. The Honour* 
able Gentleman talks of the eftablifhment of the Government, 
and of the Adminiftration ; but. Sir, I know of no Eftabliih- 
ment, I know of no Government, I know of no Adminiftra-r 
tioii that ought to be kept up, but for the prefervation of th» 
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t.il)crties of the People : for it is not two-pence m^r to nic, 
whether the Prince's name under whom I am to Wenflaved, 
is Thomas, James, or Richard 5 I am furc I Ihall never b^ 
cnflaved under a George. 

WiUiam Puheney^ Efq-, Feb. 3,-i738. 

Those employed in the Adminiftration of affairs, are aU 
ways in the moft ticklifli fituation. If they propofe to make 
provifions againft danger, 'by which provifions the People muft 
be put to an expence, they then are charged with raifing 
imaginary dangers, in order from thence to take an opportunity 
to load the People with new Taxes : and their misfortune is, 
that the more careful they have been in time paft, the argu- 
ment grows every day more ftrongly againft them ; becaufe 
people begin at laft to believe, that the dangers which were 
never felt were imaginary, though in reality they were pre- 
vented only by the provifions that were made againft them. 
However many people may come at laft to be confirmed in 
this erronepus opinion, by which the Minifters may be at laft 
refufed thofe provifions that are aftually neceflary ; and, if by 
fuch refufal, any fignal misfortune Ihould befal the nation, the 
Minifters would be fure to be loaded with the blame of it, 
though they had done all that was in their power to warn us of 
the danger. 

I cannot really comprehend. Sir, what fort of information 
it is that Gentlemen want. Would they have his Majefty 
fend to tell us, that there is a bloody war carried on by France, 
Spain, and Sardii^ia, againft the Emperor ? Surely they do not 
expe£): that his Majefty ihould fend us a particular Meflage, in 
order to acquaint us with a piece of news that is known to the 
whole world ! 

^/> Rolert Walfoky Feb. 14, 1735. 

I WAS a little furprized to hear it faid by the Honourably 
Gentleman who fpoke laft, that this Motion's being oppofed 
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• by Mioifters and Placemen ts a ftrong argument in its favour. 
In my aj|^ion, this is a fort of begging the Queftion. Before 
we ca;i ^ppofc this to be an argument in favour of the Mo- 
tion for excluding Placemen, we muft fuppofe, that Miniftcrs 
and Placemen oppofe it, not becaufc they ;hink it wrong, but 
becaufe ^bat they are Minifters and Placemen, which is the 
very Que^^ion now in debate. I do not believe, that ever any 
any Minifter or Pljiccman oppofed, or fupported a Queftion in 
this Houfe, contrary to his private fentiments, and only be- 
caufe he was a Minifter or Placeman. I am fare their con- 
du£l of late years has given vs no room to think fo j nor can 
we ever have room to think fo, as long as none but Gentlemen 
of credit an'd. honour are employed in the Adminiftration, or 
in any place of honour and profit under the Crown. If mere 
upftarts, or jperfons of no fortune or credit were employed, 
and by. illegal methods brought into this Houfe, for by fair 
means they could not, .there might be fome room for making 
fuch a fuppofition ; and then there would be fome caufe for 
bringing in fuch a, Bill as is now propofed : but when I look 
round me, and confider the particular circumftances of thefc 
Gentlemen now here, who have the honour to be at the fame 
time in the fervice of the Crown,, I muft look upon the danger 
now pretended to be fo real ^nd imminent, to be as chimerical 
a danger ^s the moft luxnriant fancy can invent. 

I {hall agree with the Honourable Gentlemen who feem fo 
fond of this Bill, that if the Crown could gain an abfolute and 
vncontroulable power over all, or a majority of theeledlions in 
the kingdom, every Parliament thus chofen by the power would 
be under the direftjon of the Crown, and in this cafe our Con- 
ftitution would be at an end; but this I think impoffible. 
Whilft the Crown purfues right meafures, whilft none but 
Gentlemen of good credit and fortune arfe employed in the 
Adminiftration, or in any fuperlor Poft or Office under the 
AfJminilbration, the Crown will certainly have a great influence 
both in Parliament and at Elections : but this proceeds 6om 
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the wiWom ami uprightncfe of its meafures, a^ from the 
weight of th<)fe that are employed ; and it wofll certainly 
t^afc as foon as the Crown began to purfuc contraty mea- 
furcs ; becaufe we muft fuppofe the Adminiftration woiald thcit 
certainly be dcferted, and oppofed by all ; or moft Gcnticmca 
of any fortune or credit in their country, would fc*on unite in 
Hieafures in making a facrifice of themfelves, as well as their 
country, which'^^a fuppofition that cannot, I think, be made 
nor pretended by^^ny man whofe head is found and heart 
fincere. y^ 

In all Queftions, Sir, which do not admit of demonjlrathn^ 
there muft be a variety of opinions ; and as Queftions of a 
political nature arc lefs capable of demonftration than any 
other, it is natural to fee a difference of fentiments in every 
country like this, where the People have not only a power of 
judging, but a liberty to talk and write againft the meafures 
purfued by Government : this is natural, and even neceflary in 
every country where the People are free : and as every man is 
fond of his own opinion, and fully convinced of his having 
reafon on his fide, he is apt to imagine, that thofe who dififer 
from him muft be governed by feme prejudice, or by fome 
felfiflb confideration. From hence it is, that all thofe who dif- . 
approve of the Meafures of the Government conclude, that 
the approbation of thofe who differ from them, proceeds from 
the influence of fome lucrative Poft they are in poflefiion or 
expectation of; and on the other hand, thofe that approvfe of 
and fupport the meafures purfued by the Government, are apt 
to conclude, that the oppofition is entirely owing to party 
prejudice, or to malice and refentment. For my part, I fliall 
always endeavour to keep in the middle courfe, and- to believe 
that both are in the wrong : and therefore I fhall always be 
againft any alteration in our Conftitution, when I think 'that 
the alteration propofed is founded upon one or other of thefe 
miftakes. I (hould be as much againft reftraining the Liberties 
of the People, in order to prevent that influence which is 
' . iuppoled 



Digitized 



by Google 



iijo BEAUTIES, or the 

fuppofed to proceed from party-prejudice, malice, and refeni-i 
ment, as Whall be againft reftraihing the power or free choice 
of the Crown, in order to prevent that influence which is fup-^ 
pofed to proceed from the difpofal of places or preferments. 
There may, perhaps, I believe, there always will be a little of 
each in the nation, but never can be of any dangerous confe- 
quence to our conilitution : on the contrary, they ferve as a 
balance to each other; fo that by removing ^either without re- 
moving the oth^r at the fame time, the conftitution will run a 
great rifle of being overturned. 

There are many caufes, Sir^ which naturally raife a party 
agaiiift the beft and wifefl: Adminiftratiori. In this life it is 
impoflible for us to be Completely happy. All men feel fome 
wants, prelTures, or n;isfortunes ; and very few are willing to 
impute them to their own foUyj or to any miftake in their own 
conduft. To fuch men, the Adminiftration is in politics, what 
the Devil is in religion ; it is the author of all their mifdeeds, 
and the caufe of all their fuiFeringS: this naturally breeds in 
them a bad opinion of the Adminiftration, and then; of courfe^ 
they not only condemn^ but oppofe all its meafures* This muft 
raife a great many enemies to the Adminiftration in every 
country ; and their number will be confiderably increafed by 
thofe that are difappointed of the honours and preferments they 
cxpcSed, and juftly, as they thought, deferved ; as well as by 
thofe that wifli for a change in the Adminiftration, for no other 
reafon but becaufe they hope for a fliare in the next. In all 
countries it is honourable to have a (hare in the Government 
of one's country: in rich countries, it is profitable as well as 
tonourable ; and as there are but a very few, in any country,- 
that can have a fliare of the Government, and ftill fewer that 
can have fuch a (hare as, they think, they deferve, there muft 
be many candidates for every title of honour, or poft of profit, 
that is to be difpofed of. Of thefe candidates, one only can be 
chofen, and all the reft will, of courfe, think they have had in- 
juftice done them -, for few men are fo modeft, as to thin^k fuqh 
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a diiappointment owing to their own want of merit, or to the 
fuperior merit of their rival j and from thence thejjwriU begin 
to entertain a fecret animofity, nay, perhaps, they will declare 
an open enmity to thofe at the head of the Adminiftration. 

By thefe two forts of men united together, there will always 
be a coniiderable party, in every country, ready to condemn 
and vilify the wifeft meafures that can be purfued by the Admi- 
niftration : and, as in every free country, there are different 
parties, as in this country there are at prefent, and, I believe, 
always will be different parties, the parties that are by their 
profeffion and principles oppofite to the party in power, will be 
ready fo find fault with every thing done by the Adminiftration* 
In this country, I fay. Sir, there are, and, I believe, always will 
be different parties. There are at prefent, and will be, as long 
as our prefent happy eftablifhment endures, three different par- 
ties in this kingdom : the Jacobites of one fide, the Republicans 
of the other, which I may call the two extremes j and the party 
for fupporting our prefent happy eftablifhment, which may be 
juftly called the proper mean between thefe two extremes. 

Thus, Sir, we fee what a numerous party our Adminiftration 
muft always have to ftruggle with. All thefe forts of men, the 
difcontented, the difappointed, the Jacobites, and the Republi- 
cans, will always be ready to condemn and oppofe the meafiires 
of the Adminiftration, let them be nevet* fo wife, let them be 
never fojuft; and by their arguments, they will often be able 
to prevail with fome well-meaning and unthinking men, or at 
leaft to ftagger them in their opinions. With regard to Parlia^ 
ments, and the choice of Members of Parliaments, our Admi- 
niftration has no defence againft this formidable union of parties ; 
but by the wifdom of their meafures, to engage moft Gentlemen 
of intereft and fortune in their intereft. Whilft the Adminiftra- 
tion purfues right meafures, fuch Gentlemen will be ready to 
join with them ^ and by this means the Adminiftration will 4^-. 
ways have a prevailing influence, both in Parliament, and at 
elections : for when a majority of thofe who have the bcft for-t 
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tunes, and greateft Intereft in their refpeftive counties, are 
friends to the Adminiftration, it is not at all furprifing that an 
Adnainiftration, by means of fuch. friends, {hould have a pre- 
vailing influence at cle6Hons, as well as in Parliament. - But 
fuch friends, or at leaft a great number of fuch, no Adminiftra- 
tion can have, that purfues meafures inconfiftent widi the good 
ti the community in generaU 

I (hall grant. Sir, that a title of honour, or a lucrative poft or 
employment, may be of fome fervice in prevailing with a Gen- 
deman to judge favourable of the Government's meafures in all 
cafes, where he is wavering in his opinion ; but a bad Govern- 
ment can never, by this way, gain many friends : even a good 
Government can never gain near fo many friends, as it will 
lofe by^caufelefs difcontents and juft difappointments : and if 
you fliould take away from the Crown the chitf advantage it 
can reap by the difpofal of pofts and employments, not oiily a 
good Adminiftration, but even the Crown itfelf, may fmk under 
the weight of party-prejudice, fupported bycaufelefs difcontents 
and juft difappointment. Therefore, to fupport the Crowa 
againft the difadvantages and oppofition which the wifeft and 
beft Adminiftration muft always have to ftruggle with, I think 
you ought to leave it in the power of the Crown to difpofe of all 
pofts and employments in die fame manner they have been 
hitherto, without any bad effeSs, difpofed of. 

Sir Robert IValpoky Jan. 29, 1739. 

Common fame may be a good foundation for a parliamen- 
tary inquiry ; but that it always ought to be efteemed fuch, is 
what I cannot agree to. A parliamentary inquiry, Sir, muft 
always be attended with many and great inconveniencies. In 
the firft place, it muft always raife a great ferment in the nation j 
and when it relates to foreign affairs, it generally difobliges fome 
of our allies, or difturbs fome of the negociations that may then 
be on foot for the beneiit of our trade,' or for preferving the 
tranquillity of Europe. In the next place, it poflefles the thoughts 
4 of 
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of our Minifters fo much, as every inquiry muft relate to foms 
part of their conduftj.that they have no time to mind any thing 
elfej fothat all our foreign affairs, and all prcjedts for domeftic 
utilityi, muft be at a ftand during that inquiry. And in the 
third place^ it takes up a great deal of the time of this Houfc> 
which never ought to be employed but in mattel-s of the utmoft 
importance to the nation, or to fome particular perfons, who 
can have relief no way but by Aft of Parliament. 

For this reafon. Sir, common fame ought riot to be made 
the foundation of a parliamentary inquiry, unlefs it be grounded 
upon fome proofs, or at leaft upon very ftrons; prefumptions^ 
that fomething very weak or very wicked has been tranfafted ; 
and ihzt by fuch an inquiry the nation m^y meet with a proper 
redrefe, without being thereby cxpofed to a greater evil. If 
otherwife, Sir, if we were to inquire into every public tranfac- 
tion, of which a bad report might be artfully raifedj we (hould 
every Seffion have fuch a multitude of inquiries, that wie Could 
never do any other bufinefs : for it would always be in the 
power of the diflaiFe<9:ed or difappointed to invert fafts^ and by 
afferting thefe fafts openly and boldly^ they might raife a gene- 
ral bad report againft every meafure an Adminiftration could 
engage in* This is an engine which has been often played 
againft Minifters in all ages^ and in all countries; and in this 
age and country it may now be played with greater fafe^ than 
ever it was in any other country j fot by our old laws, even in 
tbiscountryj it was moft feVerely purtilhed. By a law of the 
great and wife King Alfred, the author and fpreader of falfe ru- 
mours among the people was to have his tongue cut out, if he 
could not redeem it by paying the value then put by the law 
upon his head. By a law of Edward the Ift, called Weftojin- 
ftcr the Firft, the fpreaders of falfe reports^ whereby difcord 
might arife between the Kiiig and his people, or the grejit men 
of the realfti, were to be imprifoned till they produced their 
author 5 confequently, if they could produce no author, they 
Were to be held as the invento^s^ and to be puniihed according 
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to common law, by fine and imprifonment ; and this very law 
was revived and re-ena£ted in the reign of Edward the Hid. 

Thus, Sir, we fee, that even in this country, we had very 
fevere lawl^ade againft this crime, and that by fomc of^ the 
beft and wifeft of our Kings : and in Scotland, before die Union, 
this very crime was a fpecies of high-treafon, which they called 
Leifing-making ; and upon which, though by a moft extraordi- 
nary ftretch, the Reprefentative of one of the greateft families 
ill that kingdom, was tried and attainted of high treafon, fome 
time before tlie Revolution, as is well known by feveral Gen- 
tlemen that hear me. Bat w^hy fliould I fey we had very fe- 
vere laws againft this crime? We have them ffillj for they 
ftand as yet unrepealed, though by the lenity of this Govern- 
ment none of them have of late years been carried into execu- 
tion. If they were, I believe few of our Pamphleteers, Jour- 
nalifts, or Coffee-houfe Politicians, could long efcape punifli- 
ment r and if this were the cafe, fome Gentlemen of this Houfc 
would not have fo often an yoccafion to talk of common fame, 
or general reports, which are often artfully raifed, and induftri- 
Oufly fpread,on purpofe to give a handle for difturbing the Go- 
vernment, and diftrefling the Adminiftration, by fetting on foot 
a parliamentary inquiry. . 

Ri^ht Hon, Henry PMam^ Jan. 31, 1749. 

What Jo their Lordfiiips infinuate, that I have been the. 
author of the prefent meafures again America? and it is I that 
dire(S them ? I jfhould be proud to own them if it tvere, becaule 
I think them wife, politic, and equitable: but furely they will 
permit me to repeat again, that I have been a nominal Cabinet 
Minifter part of the laft reign, and the whole of the prelent; 
that I was an efficient Cabinet Minifter during part of both 
periods ; but that fmce the time before alluded to in this debate, 
I have had no concern or participation whatever in his Majefty's 
Councils. Thfeats are thrown out, and inquiries predicted : I 
heartily wifh they may be fp^Qdy: 1 am prepared for them, and 
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put their intended authors to the moft utter defiance* It has 
been urged agarnft me as a crime to-day, that I have courted 
popularity. I never did couri it^ but I have always ftudicd to 
deferve it. Popularity will always fly the purfuers -, flie muft. 
follow^ I do not mean to fay that I defpife it i on the contrary, 
I finccrcly wiflb for it, if not purchafed at too dear a price, at 
the expence of my confcience and my duty. If a faithful difchargc 
of one, and execution of the other, be the means. of procuring 
it, I hope I fhall always be a warm candidate for popular fame. 
I have hitherto, to the bcft of my abilities, a^dted on that plan, 
and I ho()e I fliall petfevere to the end. I have feeh much of 
Courts, Parliaments, and Cabinets, and have been a frequent 
witnefe to the means^ ufed to acquire popularity, and the bafc 
and mean purpofes to which that popularity has been afterwards 
employed. I have been in Cabinets, where the great ftruggle 
has not been to advance the public intereft ; not by coalition 
and mutual affiftance to ftrcngthen the hands of Government, 
but by cabals, jealoufy, and mutual difiruft^ to thwart each 
others defigns, and fo circumvent each other, in order to obtain 
power and pre«-eminence. I have been no lefs careful to ob- 
fcrve the qS^Qs of popularity, where it has been courted and 
gained for particular purpofes ; but when every engagement 
was abandoned which led to its attainment, when the keeping 
6f them become no longer neceflary to the views of felf-intereft 
and ambition, I am threatened I I dare the authors of thofe 
threats to put any one of them in execution. I am ready 
to meet their charges, and am prepared for the event; either 
to cover my adveffaries with Chame and difgrace, or in the fall, 
rifque the? remnant of a life nearly drawing to an end, ai)d con- 
fsquently not .worth being folicitous about. 

. Lord Mamfieldy F^b. 'j^ I77S- 

I EVER.cfteemed the India alliances, at beft,-a neceiRary 
evil. I ever believed their fervices to be overvalued ; fometimes 
idfigniiicant, oflen barbarous, always capricious % and thatt)^ 
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employment of them was only juftifiabk, when, by beingf 
united to a regular army, they could be kept under controul^ 
and made fubfervient to a general fyftem. 

Upon this principle I heartily concurred with that gallsint and 
humane General, Sir Guy Carleton, in the year 1776, to detUne 
the offers and folicitations of the Indians to be then employed 
feparately: the impoffibility of compleating. the preparations 
for paflirtg the regular troops over the Lakes, made it impoffiblc 
to employ them conjunftively. 

In that year. Sir,' it was my lot, by delegation from Sir Giiy 
Carleton, who was then at Qiicbec, to preflde at one of the 
greateft councils with the Indians that had been held at Mont- 
real ; many Gentleman here knew, that the ceremony pre- 
ceding the taking up the hatchet, is, to offer to the reprefen- 
tative of the power they mean to ferve the pipe of war* It 
was preffed upon me by the Chiefs prefent j and it was in my 
power, by a fingle whif of tobacco, to have given flame and 
explofion to a dozen nations. I never felt greater fatisfaftioii 
than in being able to fulfil the inftruftfons I was charged with^ 
fiE>r reftraining the impetuous paffions of .thefe people : it was a 
fccondary fatisfadion, at my return to England in the winter, 
to juftify the conduft of Sir Guy Carleton in this refpeft ; 
though the juftification was very unpopular, amongfl thofe— 
I mean not to particularize Minifters, or Minifters of MiniftcfS 
— but amongft thofe men, who in their zetl igainft the Colo- 
jjiils, had adopted the rcafoning, that " partial feverhy tuas 
*< general mercjfy'* provided by car^rying terrors it conduced to 
finifliing the war. How juft foever this principle maybe, my 
mind is not.of a texture for carrying it into effeft; and I re- 
turned into Ca'nada the following fpring, when I fuccceded to 
the comfnand, determined to hc-thc fiUierf net the txi^uUomr 
of the State*; 

Lfound care had been already taken- by General Carleton^ 
upon the fame principles of humanity which always direft h» 
cofidu<a, to officer tlie Indians with> Gemlenien fde^d fron* 
. "• the 
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the BritKh troops, upon a diftinSion of their temper and judg- 
ment, its well as upon that of their valour, ^nd in much greater 
number than ever was deftined to that fervice before. To thefe 
precautions I added that of a favourite prieft, who had more 
controul over the paffions of the Indians than all their Chiefs 
put together ; and I truft the expence put upon Government 
to engage that Gentleman's affiftance through the courfq of the 
campaign, will not be efteemed an improper article in my 
accounts* 

Sir, with thefe affurances, I was able to enforce obedience to 
the injundions of my fpeech at the great council, upon afiem«- 
bling the army, which has been made public. Barbarity wa$ 
prevented ; fo much fo, that in oae inftance, two wounded 
provincial Officers were brought off in the midft of fire, upon 
the backs of Indians -, and a Captain and his whole detachment^ 
placed in ambufcade, were brought prifoners to my camp by 
Indians, without a man hurt : though it is evident they were 
placed for the fpecial purpofe of deftroyihg me, upon a recon^^ 
noitering party,, and I was at that time very popular with the 
Indians^ 

I could produce many more inftances of the kind, to fliew 
that every poffible exertion of humanity was ufed ; and that 
the gafe of Mifs Mecree excepted, which was accident, not 
prenaeditatcd cruelty. My defign was to excite obedience, firft 
by encouragement^ and next by the dread^ not tht commiffion of 
feverity ;— '* to /peak daggers^ but ufe none.** 

General Burgoyne^ May'%6^ l^^%* 
• 

Thjb Honourable Gentleman (Alderman Sawbridge) has 
attacked me, on my aftivity to require reverfions and emolu- 
ments. In anfwer to this, it is a very natural thing for people 
without doors, and people who do not inquire into the truth of 
aflertions thrown out in Parliament, to be led away with an ide^ 
that the attacks made upon me on that fcore are well founded, 
Let Gjcn^emen, however, as I have been called upon to fpcak 
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to .the charge, only fee ifce firiall degree of truth that belongs 
to It. I have been in a moft laborious and very expenfive office 
for twelve years, without aflcing for a fingle emolument, either 
for myfelf or xny famUy : the laft year his Majefty was gracioufly 
pleafed to fend for me, and' prefent me with the place I now 
hold, the Wardenfliip of the Cinque Ports. I accepted it, but 
it is well known, that I refufed to accept it with the lucrative 
falary which the N6ble Pcrfon who held it befowr me received 
for it ; the falary which I receive, and exprefsly at ray own dei 
fire receive, is that lower falary which had been paid previous 
to the office having been beftowed on my prcdeccffor; ,1 really 
do not }cn0w«vhat the income of it is exa6Hy, becaufe I have 
not inquired what it i§, but I believe it to be about a thoufand 
a year. I have, however, told his Majefty that I am ready to 
rcfign it, whenever I am called upon for that purpofe ; and that 
leadincfs I (hall continue to adhere to. Another charge top 
of rapacioufnefs, which has been mentioned on a former occa- 

^ fion, is, that I have procured a revcrfionfhip, for the lives of 
two of my fon$', in the Cuftoms. The charge is not true 
that I fought the reverfionfliip, though it is true that I accepted 
it. Let Gentlemen confider this reverfionfliip, it is the very 
fame that had been given to Mr. Pelham on his firft cooling 
into goverjiment, and being appointed to the very olHce which 
I now hold. It will be worth a thoufand a year, and is granted 

"on the lives of two of my yotinger fons. *!lhe third benefit my 
flmily has received, is a place which lately fell vacant, in the 
giftlpf the Ttcafury, and is of fo trifling a value, that feveral 
cf my predeceflbrs in office have thought it beneath the accept- 
ance of any part of their family ; becaufe they looked much 
higher, and to faV greater emoluments, Thf place is worth 
500 1. a yea):, and as 1 thought it fufficient for my fon, he has, 
with the confent of my brethren at the Board, been appointed 
to it. This is all the benefit that I and my family have reaped, 
in confequence of my holding the office I now poflefs. I re- 
peat it, that I have nqt ^flced for, or fought after^ any one of 
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my employments, lam ready to rcfign the Wardenlhip of the 
Cinque Ports ; and when I go out of office, (which I affure 
the Honourable Gentleman I am and long have been as defirous 
of quitting, as he can poffibly be of having medifmifled) after 
my twelve years laborious fervice, my family will reft in pof- 
ieifion of fifteen hundred a year. This, every Gentleman muft 
know, hoiyever greater the merits of my predcceflbrs in office 
may have been (and.that they were much greater, no man is 
more ready to allow than myfelf) is infinitely ancf out of all 
comparifon lefs than any one of them have received. I truft 
Gentlemen will not think I have fhewn a very avaricious dif- 
pofition5 or have been eager to grafp at^reverfions or emolu- 
mcnts, as has been fo often afferted, when it is recollefted, 
that the whole I am poffefled of is fifteen hundred pounds a 
year for my children, and that mine is a pretty nunxcrous 
family. [At thefe words his Lordfliip ftruck his breaft, and 
burft into a flood of tears, from the cafual recolleftion that one 
of bis fons lay dead at that moment. The Houfe touched at 
the circumftance, called for the qveftion, but his Lordihip 
recovering himfelf defired leave to go on,] No part of my con* 
duft, while I have been in office, warrants the charge of 
avarice : naked I came into the world, and naked I (ball go 
out of the world : I was not a rich man when I was appointed 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, nor fliall I go out of office a 
rich man : and I <fefy any one to prove, that I have, in the 
fmalleft inftance, a^cd with a vi^w to aggrandize myfelf, or 
any one that belongs to me ; or that enriching myfelf, or thofe 
that belong to me, has ever been my favourite objeft. 

Lord Norths Jm9%ly 1779. 

A Minister ought not to be a Minifter, after he Is fut- 
peeled 5 he fliould be like Cafar^s wife, not only free from 
guilt, but even from fufpicion. If the Houfe (hould withdraw 
their confidence from me, it would be my duty, without wait- 
ing for an Addrefs for my removal, to wait upon my Sovereign, 
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^ tnd delivering up to him the Seal of my pfHcc, fay— r*5 Sir, X 
^ have long feryed you with diligence, with zeal, and widi 
« fidelity, but fuccefs has not crowned my endeavours : your 
f* Parliament have withdrawn from me their copfidcncej and 
5* all my declarations to theni are fufpefled j therefore, Sir, le^ 
** me refign to you thofe employments, which I ought not to 
f* keep longer than I can be fprviccable to your Majefty and 
*« your fubjeflrs ; and beg you will beftow them upon fome 
*« other, who, with greater fuccefs, though not with greater 
f* zeal or fidelity, may give more fatisfadion to yo^t Majefty 
fj and your Parliament.'? 

Lord North^ Fdf. 27, 1782. 

I AM forry to differ jn ipapy point? from jny Honoupblc 
Friend who fpoke laft, who undoubtedly may be faid to be in- 
dependent, as far as a perfon ftaiiding Angular in his opinion 
is independent of every perfon who has argued on eithef fide 
of the queftion. My Honourable Friend has conceived that ^ 
Right Honourable Gentleman on the floor (Mr. Fox) intends 
to cram the India Bill, uncPer another name, down the throats 
of the Houfe of Lords. The Honourable Gentleman is mif- 
taken in calling him the Right Honourable Secretary, for forry 
Tarn to fay, that to the misfortune of this country, it is ^ 
name vi'hich nO longer belongs to him. But I will call him 
by a name whicli I truft will ever belong to Ijim, a name 
which it is my pride to boaft of fmce I knew hijii beft ; I will 
henceforth call him by the name of my Right Honourable 
Friend ! by that word I mean in future to defcribe him, and I 
Jiope that by that name be will be in future known in the 
Houfe. Our intimate (jonneftion was founded in pirinciples of 
honour j when the great points on which we differi^ were no 
m6vty we thought we might aft together with cordiality and 
Without inconfiftency. We were not miftaken ; we tried the 
experiment and it fucceeded ; no meannefs, no diflionour, -no 
jealoufy difcovered itfelfj all was inviolable adherence to 
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honour and good faith on one part ; aU was confidence on the 
other. No mean concefSons were made on either fide. I 
appeal to my Right Honourable Friend, if ever I facrificed any 
one opinion which I fornaerly ferioufly held upon principle, 
unlefs where reafon and argument might have pointed out the 
propriety of it : and in juftice to my Right Honourable Friend I 
muft declare, that he never facrificed to me any principle 
which he.^vcr held when in oppofition to my government. 
The neceffity of the State called for that Coalition, which haS' 
been fo often' called a curfed Coalition 3 nay, the very circum- 
ftances of the prqfent day demonftrate that neceffity; far 
where could an Adminiftration be formed without a Coalition? 
There were at prefent but two Gabin^^ Minifters; and if 
Coalition was a curfed thing, then this Miniftry of two men 
is a curfed Miniftry, for it is formed in a Coalition of two per- 
fons wto differed formerly on effential points. The differ- 
ence, however, of the two Coalitions is this : The Coalition 
between my Right Honourable Friend and myfelf, was a Coar 
liuon of whole parties blended into ^one, for the pyrpofe of 
forming a ftable and permanent Government: whereas the 
Coalition between the prefent Firft Lord of the Treafury and 
the Lord Prefident [Earl Gower] is a Coalition of (hireds, of 
ends and remnants ; a Coalition of fmall parts of parties, but 
not of the parties themfelves. Why then is it the fafhion to 
calf the one a curfed Coalition, and yet take no notice of the 
other ? I cannot tell, unlefs it is that one is fufficiently ftrong 
to form . a ftrong Government, . while the former cannot mufter 
more as yet than two Cabinet Minifters. The experience of 
time has juj^ified the Coalition, and rendered it a bleffing to 
the cpuntry. When Parliament put an end to my Adminiftra- 
tion by the Addrefs againft the American war, it was fuccecded 
by another which appeared to.be ftrong ; but it carried in it« 
pwn bofom the feeds of its pwn weaknefs, in the difunion 
which -appeared in feveral parts of it ; which foon (hewed itfelf 
]>y their fplitting afun^er, and a fepeilion pf apart of it from 



Digitized 



by Google 



101 BEAUTIES OFTHB 

the Cabinet : die next Adminiftration was but weak, becaufc 
it was ill conne^ed ; and it had loft the fupport of thofe who 
formerly aded with it ; the members of it therefore fell off 
one after another, till lofing the confidence of the Houfe, the 
poor remnant of k was obliged to yield to the voice, of Par- 
liament and retire. 'From, this experience it apipeared necef^ 
fitfy, for the good of the State, that a permaneJ|Government 
Ibottld be formed, and it was clear that^it eouli not poifibly 
lie formed ; unlefs a Coalition fiiould take place among thofe, 
who though once enemies upon points which could up longer 
come into debate, might aft together very cordially in every 
other refpe£l : fuch a Coalition was formed ; but then it was 
charged with having* fcized upon Government : this is indeed 
a charge that I do not underftand, for the publio waited for 
fix weeks for a Minrftry ; and every means were tried for a 
new one, without the affiftance of the Coalition ; but failing 
io tyerj atempt, the Minifters all quitted the Cabinet bcfcjfe 
the Coalition were fcnt for. The Cabinet was then cmpty^ 
fethat if wefeizcd upon it, it was by marching in after the 
garrifim which ought to have defended it had fled j and who 
9» they were going out, cried, " What a terrible curfcd thing 
•• is this Coalition, that is driving us from our liquations," 
But if we became pofleffed of Gov.en}ment, wc are at worft 
charged with having carried it by ftorm, bravely, in the face of 
the enemy, not by fap ; we carried on our advances regularly 
and above ground, in view of the fete ; not by mining in the 
dark, and blowing up the fort before the garrifon knew there 
was an intention to attack it. It has b^n faid on 2^ former 
day, that a ftarjing ought to be brought, placed in this Houfe, 
and taught to fpcak the words, '^ Coalition ! Coalition ! curfcd 
." Coalition !" Now, for my part, I think, that while there is 
in this Houfe an Honourable Gentleman who never faih, let 
what will be the fubjedl of debate, to take an opportunity to 
curfc the Coalition, I think there will be no occafion for the 
ftarling s and while? he continues to fpcak by rote, and without 
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tfhy fixed idea, I think what he fays will make juft as mucb 
impreffion as if the ftarling himfelf was to utter his words. 
[Here the Houfe could fcarcely give the Noble Lord an op- 
portunity to proceed, they fell into fo violent a fit of laughter.J 
As to the Coalition, and the abufe which was fo often thrown 
upon It, they always bring to my mind two perfons for whom'l 
felt no inconfiderablc flxare of concern ; thefe were two men 
who v^re (hut up in the Eddyftone Light-houfe to mind the 
fire. They were both of different principles, and therefore 
though they were (hut in from all intercourfe .with the reft of 
mankind, and though they might by their converfation have 
amufed one another, yet they never exchanged a word with 
each other for fix weeks ; and they had rather let the fire go out, 
and fee. all the navy of England daflied to pieces under diem, 
than that one (hould confent to give up the moft trivial point 
to the often — [Here the Houfe was a confiderable time In ano- 
ther fit of laughter.] The enemies of the Coalition would have 
had my Honourable Friend and me refemble the two men in the 
Light-houfe ; but we have afted mor? wifely for the public good ; 
we confidered th6 fafety of the public our principal care and duty ; 
and in order to fave the fliip of State from running afhore or 
dafiiing againft the rocks, we all agreed^ at all events, that the 
fire in the Light-houfe ibould not be extingui(hed ; but that 
let who would ftir it, it was to be kept in ; thus what fome 
affeded to call a curfe, was in reality a bleffing to the na- 
tion. I will not charge thp Right Honourable Gentleman at 
prefent at the head pf his Majefty's afiairs with being an 
enemy to Coalitions ; on the contrary he likes them fo well, 
that he has formed one himfelf with the Noble Lord who 
fits with him in the Cabinet, The Right I^onpurable Gentle^ 
man has endeavoured to imitate pur Coali^iQn, but he Has 
bungled the bufinefs; for, ^ I faid before^ be has coalefced 
with the remnant of parties, and not with the parties them* 
felvcs : therefore I may apply to them the expeffion of the 
lloman Orator, Placuijfe^ fed non ietipjfe. But to return from 
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mydigrcffion, my Honourable Friend behind me (Governor 
Johnftonc) fays, that my Right Honourable Friend means to 
cram down the throats of the Houfe of Lords, a Bill which 
they had already reje<^d : but furely he cannot be in earned:, 
for he knows my Right Honourable Friend is no longer in a 
fxtuatioa to cram any thing down their throats ; and the Ho« 
liourable Member over the way (Mr. Banks) fay$, that a BiU 
totally different from that which. was- reje£lcd, in as much as it 
is free from all thofe objections which are faid to have made fo 
many enemies to the Bill that is loft, is to be prefented by the 
new Minifter : and therefore as one perfon has it not ia his 
power tp prefent the fame Bill again, and another perfon will 
prefent a totally different one, there is no danger that the old 
pill will be crammed down the throats of the Houfe of Lords i 
and confequently there is no danger that the event ihould take 
place, which in my Honourable Friend's opinion, would jiiftify 
a difTolution of the prefent Parliament. My Honourable Friend 
has been miftaken in another point : he fays, that my Right 
Honourable Friend faid, before he refigned, that he woufd 
bring in again the fame Bill. This is, indeed, a capital, mif<» 
take 'y for. my Right Honourable friend did not refign, he was 
turned out j I was turned out j we were all turned out : not 
the merit of having voted againft the Bill, could preferve the 
Lord Prefident of the Council from the mortification of being 
turned out with all his friends. As to the fLffurances ^ven to 
the Committee on the part of the Right -Honourable Gentlc- 
9ian now at the head of bi3 Majefty's affairs, that xio difrolution 
or prorogation wiU tarke place through his advice, I am very 
well iniclined to fay, that in his honour and integrity I have a 
great reUawcc-, but what fecurity can he give fhat fecret iii? 
fluence in Lords of th^ Bedchamber will not defeat his inten-'i' 
tions, and produce a diflblution not only without his advice 
but even contrary to it ?— ^I value highly the charafler of that 
Right Honourable Gentleman ; and though he is my political 
enemy, ftill I .al^yays feel myfelf difpofed to treat him with more 

fcfpea 



Digitized 



byGoOQl 



'<§» 



BRITISH SENATE. 205 

refped than I ever experienced from him : but highly as I value 
that charaifer, I cannot truft to it upon the prefent occafion, 
becaufe the events to which that charader is pledged, m^y not 
be wiAin the controul of the Right Honourable Member. At 
prefent there are only tviro Minifters in the Cabinet ; but when 
the number ie compleated^ who can anfwer to the Houfe of 
Commons that a diflblution may not be propofed in the Ca* 
binet, the Right -Honourable Gentleman out-voted, and the 
queftion carried f This is upon the fuppofition that the event 
will depend upon the Cabinet ; but the difficulty will be ftill 
greater, if the Committee will refledl on the power of fecret 
influence, which can put an end to the ftrongeft Adminiftra- 
tion, as has been e;cperienced within thefe few days. I there- 
fore muft declare, that as the Addrefs is couched in the 
ftrongeft terms of refpefl, duty, afFeftion tod loyalty to his 
Majefty, I think it ought to be carried, as the only efFe<Sual 
means of preventing thofe calamities which Would flow from 
a diflblution of Parliament in the prefent critical fituation of 
affatrs. 

Lord Northj Dec, 22, 1783. 

The laft Houfe of Commons afted contrary to the opinion 
of thofe whom they reprefented, and attempted to fubvert the 
Cohftltution, liy an infraaion of- Charters, which, if effeft- 
ed, would at once have convulfed the empire, and thrown every 
thmg into anarchy and confufion. But his* Majefty, like a 
parent, anxious for the fafety and profperity of his children, 
has liftened to the voice of his people, and exercifcd his urtr 
doubted Prerogative by a diflblution of Parliament. This 
meafure immediately overturns the dangerous plans of an abdn* 
doncd faftion, who have already ftretched their power to an 
alarming lengtl^, and panted for univerfal dominion. They 
attempted to feize on the efFefts, trade^ and territory of the 
£aft^India Company^ whofe Charter had always been confider- 
5 ed 
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cd as fufficicntly binding to anfwcr the emergency of any time J 
but his Majefty, bcfidcs difcomfiting the dark manoeuvres of 
thofc enemies of the Conftijtution, has made an excellent choice 
of another Miniftry, whofe zeal and patriotifm juftifics the pru- 
dence of his meafures, and proves how dearly he has the in- 
lereft of his people at heart. I cannot but prefage the happiefi: 
cffefls from the late diflblution of Parliament j and flatter my- 
fclf, that the new Houfe of Commons will gratify the wifhes of. 
the people. In the prefent Minifter, the fondeft hopes of the. 
people are repofed ; he is a perfon whofe chara£ler merits pub- 
lic patronage — ^he has confecrated that peiiod of early life, 
which by others has been commonly fquandered away in idle 
frolic, in youthful diffipation^ to profitable ftudy, and to the 
fcrvice of his country. — He is not one of thofe charaflers, who^ 
having diffipated their ifortune, ruined their conftitution, and 
profiituted their powers^ have entered thefe walls for the pur- 
pofe of political traffic, for the purpofe of repairing their fi- 
nancesy or from motives of ambition and aggrandifement. He 
has not come to offer the dregs of his being to the fervice of 
bis country ; he has confecrated to it the firfl-fruits of exifience. 
There is therefore every thing in his charafter to conciliate the 
confidence of the people ; notwithftanding the calumnies which 
have been raifed and propagated againfl him> this he has for- 
tunately obtained. I congratulate the Houfe on* the event. It 
is a prefage aufpicious to the interefts of the country, as it tends 
to enfure the prefervation and continuance of their privileges^ 
which have been attempted to be violated. My Right Ho- 
nourable Friend has been accufed of being the champion of one 
branch of the Legiflature, in oppofition to the other ; of the 
atiflocratical ^ influence of the kingdom, in oppofition to the 
ihterefts of the Houfi? of Commons ; but the nation knows, 
t^at ^hefe aflertions are unfounded. My Right Honourable 
Frfend is not the champion of the Houfe of Peers ^ he^is not 
the champion of the Prerogative j he is not the champion of 
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the Houfe of Con^mons, but the Champion of the Cok« 

STITUTION ! 

Mr. Hamilton^ Mayi 24, 1784. 

Many of thole copneSed with Adminiftrationy are perpe- 
tually holding out the idea^hat I have been the caufe of all th& 
calamities of the country by promoting the American war. 
Sir, I deny that to be true ; I found the American war when 
I came into Adminiftration ; I did not create it, it was the 
war of the country, and approved of by the people at large* 
Sir, had Parliament been reformed, they would not have ex-> 
prefled more clearly than the unreformed Parliament did, the 
<>pinion of their conftituents on that fubjea. But, Sir, I de- 
fire once for all, that Gentlemen will defift from thofe un- 
founded allertions, that I was the author of thofe calamities* 
If they are of that opinion, let them come forward with a 
«harge; I acn ready to meet it ; I call for it j nay. Sir, I de- 
mand it as^ a right. Sir, there can be no reafon for withfaoldr 
ing it now. If I was protected before, I am not protected now. 
Sir, the Minifter has every thi^ that can enable him to can^ . 
on the profecution againft me ; he has a Houfe of Commons to 
accufe, he has a Houfe o!^ Lords to judge; he is maimer of alt 
the written evidence againft me. And as to parole teflimony, 
thofe who were my friends, thgfe who were in my fecrets^ 
thofe whom I received into my utmoft confidence, from whom 
I concealed nothing, are now the friends of the Right Honour- 
able GSntleman, Sir; and I dare fay their love of juftice and 
jegard for the public, will make them fit and ufeful witneiles 
Upon fucfa anoccafion. Yet, Sir, with all tbefe advantages 
on the part of the Minifter, of accufer, judge, written and ^ 
parole teftimony, I do not flirink from, hut court the inquiry ; . 
hut this I muft infift upon, that if the matter is not inq||jjed 
into, it ihall not be argued upon as if proved. 

J.ord Nortby June 17, 1784. 
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The conduS of the Chancellor of the Exchequer has been 
attacked without any reafon whatfoevcr ; for that Gentleman 
has a£led with the greateft candour refpcfting the new Taxes. 
The complaints of the pooreft individual have been liftened to 
With the utmoft attention and tendernefs ; and at prefent there 
is without doors a deputation from the Hatters, whofe cafe has 
been attended to with the fame regard as that of the firft Peer 
in the land. The Right Honourable Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer has condufted himfelf with great philanthropy and 
candour; for he has, with a liberality which will ever do him 
honour, relinqiiiflied the Tax upon Coals, becaufe he found 
that it was particularly obnoxious to the People. Confidering 
thefe fafts, therefore, it can hardly be infinuated, in the moft 
diftant manner, that the complaints of the People have not 
been attended to : and to my knowledge there are many others, 
whofe cafes are at prefent in contemplation. It muft be evi- 
dent to every Gentleman of this Houfe, that the exigencies of 
the State muft be provided for j and I imagine, that all will 
confefs, the Right Honourable Gentleman alluded to has adtecf 
with great caution and circum<peftion in refpeft to the new 
Taxes ; and has difcharged the truft. rejofed in him with fidelity 
to his Sovereign and his Country. There are feveral other 
Taxes, befides that on coals, which, I could inform the Houfe, 
he intends to abandon, and Tubftitute other Duties in their 
place, equally produftive, I ht)pe, but more confonant to the 
difpofition of the People. The propriety, however, of the 
alterations alluded to, vrill, on a future day, come before the 
Houfe, when Gentlemen may affent or objeft to the meafures; 
but I affure the Houfe, that it is the intention of the prefefit 
yftdminiftration, to condufl: themfelves with that propriety and 
•decorum which will put malevolence at defiance; and while 
.they ^ifcharge their duty with honour and fidelity to their - 
country, they will afthe fame time take cate, that their opc^ 
rations and rcfolutions will give vigour and energy to their 
meafures. Mn Ro/e, July 15, 1784. 
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With refpeft to the fatal confequcnces to be expefled frotrt 
the increafe of Indian wealth and influence iii this Houfe^ and 
in this Country, I will quickly remove the apprehenfions of 
the Houfe and the Public, by oppofing a few fimple fa£te to 
unmeaning and unfounded ailertions. Muc^i has been faid' of 
the influence of Mr. Haftings in this Houfe and in this nation^ 
I folemnly deny the faft, if it is meant to convey an infmua- 
tion of corrupt or improper influence :' Mr. Haftings is as un- 
conneiSed with the prefent as with the lake Minifiers. All I 
a(k on the part of Mr. Haftings is juftice, and I want neither 
favour nor protection from any man. Much alfo has been 
faid of the influence of £aft-Indians in general in this Houfe. 
On a former occafion I partly refuted a calumny of this kind, 
by the beft. poflible mode, by an appeal to fads. I now hold 
in my hand a paper which contains an exad lift of all the civil 
fervants of the Company, appointed to Bengal in the laft 
twenty-two years ; and I hope that, with the remarks, will be 
received as part of my fpeech. They are in number five hun- 
dred and eight — of thefe, thirty-feven only have returned to 
England ; one hundred and fifty are dead, and three hundred 
and twenty-one now, I hope, are alive there. Every Gen- 
tleman knotvs that BengM is the place for acquiring fortunes ; 
and if the Houfe will perufe the whole of this paper, calmly 
and coolly, they will be convinced that there is not the fmalleft 
foundation to apprehend thofe dreadful confequenpes which, 
the Right Honourable Gentleman dreads, from the vaft wealth 
and influence of Mr. Haftings, and other Eaft-India Gentle- 
men. — I (hall beg the affiftance of the Honourable Gentleman, 
[Mr. Francis, who nodded aflfent] to refute the ridiculous 
ftories that are propagated. I know that they have not the 
fmalleft foundation in truth. The following paper is authentic. 
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A Lift of the Oentlemen appointed in the Ct^l Service of the 
£aft-India Company in Bengal, from 176a to 1784; ^ct* 
fying the number that have returned to England, who die4 
in the country, or are now refident there. 



Number 




Retaroe4 


InBea. 




appoint' 


Year. 


home. 


g>l. 


Dead 


'28 


1762 


7 


4 


>? 


14 


1763 


5 


5 


4 


16 


1764 


3 


» 


7 


3* 


i7«5 


5 


8 


21 


10 


1766 ■ 


a 


5 


i» 


3 


1767 


I 


— 


z 


35 


1768 


5 


16 


H 


48 


1.769 


5 


2» 


42 


24 


1770 


— « 


14 


!• 


33 


177? 


3 


17 


'3 


41 


1772 


— 


26 


«S 


16 


»773-4 


— 


»4 


2 


28 


1775 


-*- 


24 


4 


5 


1776 


— 


3 


» 


32 


1777 


— 


20 


» 


24 


1778 


— 


22 


a 


25 


1779 


'I 


23 


< 


26 


1780 


— 


26 


•«< 


28 


1781 


— 


28 


•^» 


I 


1782 


'— 


Z 


'— . 


35 


1783 


— 


35 


— 
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JTames of the Gcntleq[ien who have been ^E^pint§cl to. Beii- 
gal in the. two and twenty years, a^d havci y^turn^d t^ 
England. 



John Bathoe 
Ifaac Sage 
Alexaqder Higginfon 

B. G. Wright' 
Edward Baber 
Charles Gering 
William Harwood 
Alexander Can^ttell- 
Evan Law 
Edward Goldjng 
William Lufhingtopi 

C, W. B. Roufc 
Q. Duparrell 
W.k Martin 
Thomas Hinchnjaa 
Gidiion Johnftone 
Thomas Pattle 
W, Thacjc^ay ^ 
John Hogarth 



Robert Colville 
William B^nfley 
John Shakefp^j^c ' 
Edward P^rry 
L. Darell 
Richard Sumn^yr 
Frederick Stuarfi 
Charles Cpxe 
Edward Smith 
Richard Griffith 
J. P. A\iriol 
J. Fydell 
J, Baugh 
C. Fleetwood 
J. Cator 
y. S. Chandler 
George Lucas 
Richard Fligham 



There is npt 4 ttiore miftaken idea, than that , which b^ 
been fo induftrioufly circulated and believed, of the rapid an4 
fftormous fortunes made by the Company's fervaifts in Bengal* 
This lift is warranted to be accurate, and it proves, that^ 
five hupdredand eight civil fervants, appointed in the*|aft . 
twenty- two years, thirty- feven only have returned to tbif 
^ojintry ; one hundred and fifty are gone from whence they c^ 
liever return^ and, according to every probable calculation, 
^Bot thirty-fevcn of the three hundred and twenty-onenow in 
Bengal, will return in the next ten years, with fortunes ac- 
quired in India ; of the thirty-fevcn whg have r?(;ufne4> nQt ^ 
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flnan has brought home an enormous fortune ; many of tbeitl 
lefs than twenty thoufand pounds, fome of them not a (hilling ; 
nor has one fortune, to my knowledge, been rapidly acquired ; 
and of the whole number, two only are Members of this 
Houfe. 

The fortunes that have been acquired by military Gentle- 
men, who have gone out, or been appointed Cadets or Officers^ 
in Bengal, in the laft twenty-two years, are ftill more Incon- 
fiderable. In that time, above ont thoufand two hundred 
Officers have been appointed in Bengal, but not thirty of the 
one thoufand tr^'o hundred have returned with any fortunes at 
all i and two. Captain Wathenton and myfelf, have the ho- 
nour to fit in this Houfe, Of this number, I know only five 
who have brought home above twenty thoufand pounds ; and 
many have returned with lefs than five thoufand pounds. About 
thirty Officers have fince returned, being difabled by wounds 
or ill health, and have now a very bare fubfiftencc from Lord 
Clive's military fund. 

That large fortunes have been acquired in Bengal no man 
will doubt; but the time is long fince paft* At the firft re- 
volution, in 1756, upon the Englifh acquiring power in Ben- 
gal, and in confequencc of the batdc of Plaffey, fome very 
enormous fortunes were made. 

{ Again, in the firft acquifition of the Duannee, when the 
entire government of a great kingdom devolved upon a very 
few Englifli Gentlemen, rapid and enormous fortunes were 
made by two or three of them j nor was it poffible it ihould be 
otherwife. 

Our Commanders in Chief too, in thofe days. General 
Smith and Sir Robert Barker, acquired very large fortune* 
from the power and influence they enjoyed^ by being conftantly 
at AUanabad with tjie King, or in the Vizier's country. 

Again by the Treaty of 1775, with the prefent Vizier, 
the entire management of Oude fell (as Mr. Haftings foretold 
h would) into die hands of the refidcnt at his Court. Thit 
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Mf2S naturally the fource of great influence, and great emolu-^ 
meat, to two Englifli Gentlemen not yet returned toXngland* 
. It is a circumftance worthy of remark, that of all the civil 
fervants that have gone out in the laft twelve years, that is, 
iincc Mr. Haftings became Governor, only one has returned, 
and that Gentleman never profited fix-pence by his ^pppint- 
^ menti for he quitted Bengal either before it arrived, or a very 
few months after, with an unblemiihcd reputation. He r«^ 
turned with his relation Mr. Francis. 

It is equally worthy of remark, that not a fingle Gentleman 
who has been in the Governor-General's family, civil or mili«^ 
tary, has returned to England with any fortune, myfelf ex*^ 
cepted; and I certainly did not acquire a fortune in Mr« 
Haftings's family : I brought with me, or left behind me, about 
feven thoufand pounds, being all that I acquired in fixteen 
years. 

If fuch Is the ftate of fortunes acquired by Gentlemen ap« 
pointed to Bengal for thefe laft two and twenty years, it will 
be found upon inveftigation, that the fortunes acquired at Ma- 
dras and Bombay, by Gentlemen of the fame ftanding, are 
ftill more inconfiderable. They are fewer in numl^er, and I 
do not fuppofe that thirty Gentlemen, who went out in or near 
1 762, have returned to England from both Prefidencies. This, 
however, is capable of proof; but as Bengal has been called 
the garden of Eden, I confine myfelf to that fpot. Enprmous 
as were the fortunes acquired in Bengal at the battle of Plaf- 
fcy, by which an empire was conqured for Gre^t-Britain. And 
at our acquifition of the Duannee, they did not amount to fo 
much as was acquired by individuals here, by one of the Noble 
Lord's Loans, during the late calamitous and unfortunate war* 
rOiall be truly happy, if it (hould be my good fortune, by pre- 
ferving that facred regard to truth, from which I have never 
yet deviated, to remove from the minds of the Public thofc 
prejudices that have been inftilled into them by the bold ailer-* 
tions of men, who have iaid^ and uniaid, juft as it anfwered 
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their political purpofes ; ind t^ho, when they ^ere in the pleni- 
tude of power, never dared to do what they cJught to have 
tiotie, if they really thought Mr. Haftings a delinquent ;. that 
is, ,to have brought in a Bill for his removal, upon fome ope 
fpecifie charge. InlJ-ead of this, what is it they did ? — ^Their 
leader accufed him of crimes, for which, if he had been guilty, 
his life would have been too poor a facrifice; he then declared,. 
Ife rrieant nothing perfonal againft hirti ; and in the end, this 
Mr. Haftings, this notorious delinquent, was offered a fall and 
free pardon for all his offences, provided his friends would ta*. 
citiy fubmit to fee the Company, his feenefaftors and prefervers^ 
(deprived of their rights, and plundered of their property. 

Major Scoit^ July i6, 1 784* 
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IBsi^ifiVS mo& Gentlemen, as well as myfelf, whofe expec- 
t^ioas were raifed when the Hon. Gentleman (Sir Robert 
Walpc^) ftood up, have met with a very great difappointment* 
That Gentleman, from whom we had rcafon to expfed feme- 
thilig that would have been of weight in the prefent debate, hag 
not only told u^ that we are to have no reafon for what we zrt, 
defined this day to agree to, biit has given us very little hopi^ 
of having, at any other time^ that information, which one would 
think a Biitifh Parliament might etpe^ Are we to vote pow- 
erful fleets and numerous armies ; are we to lay new and great 
burthens on the people, and all this without being told any rea«- 
jfons for what we are defired to do ? What fatisfaftion can we 
give our conftitaents, if j!hey ihould aik us, why we have aug- 
mented our ftatiding army, which* muft always be dangerous to 
the liberties of our country ? Why we have confented to the in- 
creafing the public charge, which is already heavier than the 
people can bear? Really to this moft material and reafonable 
^ueftion, I know as yet of no other anfwer we can give, but 
only that his Majefty has told us in his Speech, that there is n 
war broke opt in Europe, in which we have no manner rfcon- 
cern ; and his Miitffters have told us, diat we ought to be afraid 
of the armies and fleets raifed and fitted out by our neighbours, 
becaufe tbey are under an abfolute neceflity of etnpk>yrng aU 
the armies they can raife^ and all the fleets they can fit out, in 
tbofe parts of Europe whicfc are moft remote from us. Wt 
have zeal, Sir, I hope we have all a great deal of aiFedion and 
zeal for his Majefty's Perfon and Government ; but do not let 
us aUowhts Majefty's Mini^rs^ or even his Majefty. himfelf, to 
tXfeSt fuch a blind fce^l from his Parliament : it is inconfifient 
v?ith the dignity of Parlianient ; and 1 am fare Aat Partiamencs, 
. tl^irty or ic^tj ftzt^ ago, would htardly have been perftiaded 
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to have (hewn fo much complaifance to the Miniftcrs of the 
Crown, 

yV'hat has been obfervcd by feme Gentlemen, I own, Sir, 
weighs greatly with me. From the demand now before us we 
have reafon to conclude, that 13,000 men may be the number 
intended to bp always kept up within this iOand, even in' times 
of the gr^atcft peace and tranquillity ; and that the augmenta- 
tion now required, is done with a view only, that when fuch 
times fball again come, thofe in the Adminiftration may have 
^n opportunity to pretend great merit, in reducing the 13,000 
men now propofed to be added. We aU know what fears and 
jealoufics the people have entertained at the continuing this 
army, during the laft years of perfeft peace and tranquillity both 
at home and abroad : and if that meafure fhould be again at- 
tempted when thofe days of peace return, every man muft then 
conclude, that the army is kept up, not for defending us againft 
our foreign enemie$, but for the fafety of thofe who have ren- 
dered themfelves odious among the people, arid for defending 
them againft the refentment of an injured and a plundered na- 
tion. If this fhould ever happen to be our unfortunate condi- 
tion, the people will certainly make a ftruggle for the preferya- 
tion of their ancient conftitution. This will certainly be the 
cafe J I know it muft be the cafe ; and when it is, I hope thofe 
who fhall bring us under fuch hard circumftanccs will find, that 
i^ven this army of 13,000 will not be able to ft'and againft: the 
people pf England. J have a great opinion of many Gentle- 
men who have commands in the army; and if fuch a cafe fhould 
Jiappen, while they have any command, I make no doubt but 
^hey would behave as their predeceflbrs did at the Revolution j 
I dare fay, that mpft of diem would fpon be found of the peo^ 
pie's fidp of the queftion. 

If we are, Sir, tp h^ve any (hare in the war, the addition of 
13,000 men is but a bauble 5 and if we are to have no fhare, why 
fhould we bring any additional expence upon the people ? The 
^on, Gcntieman vyould m fay p9fitively that we were en- 
gaged, 
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gaged, or not engaged, or that we were, or were not to be en- 
gaged, Wt that we might be engaged relatively and confe- 
quentially : and this refilled quibbling. Sir, is, it feetns, all the 
fatisfa£lion, all the realbns he will vouchiafe to give Gentlemen^ 
for agreeing to the demand now made upon them. Is an £ng- 
lifh Houfe of Commons to take this as a reafon for breaking in 
upon their conftitution, and for loading their conftituents with 
taxes ? Surely, Sir, let our condition be never fo bad, and I be- 
lieve it is bad enough, if the advice of Parliament is v^ranted on 
that occafion, if their affiftance be defired, they ought to have 
a full information of the prefent circumftances of the nation, 
and they ought to have fufficient reafons for the demand that is 
made. But it feems we are, for the future, to have no other 
reafoa given us for complying v^ith any demand that comes 
from the Crown, but only becaufe it is aiked : and if any Gen- 
tlenian fcruples to take that as a fufficient reafon, he is, it feems, 
always to be told, that his not agreeing readily to the demand, 
'wiU be looked upon as a want of refpe£l to the Crown : but, 
for God's fake, let us have likewife fome regard to ourfelves 
and to our fellow-fubjeds, without which I am fure we have 
no bufmefe here, nor can the nation ever reap any benefit from 
our meeting in this place. 

Mr. William Ptdteneyy Jan. 23, 1734- 

GovERKMJENT, Sir, is an evil, which the pcrvcrfe nature of 
fome has obliged all to fubmit to. Mankind, for the fake of 
preferving their lives, and the fruits of their labour, againft the 
invafions of die wicked and rapacious, have been obliged to 
form themfclves into focieties, and to promife obedience to the 
Civil Magiftrate : but that which was intended for protecting 
the people of the fociety, is often made ufe of for their oppref- 
fion ; and Jnftead of being a bridle upon the inclinations of the 
wicked, it often ferves to ftrengthen their hands, by tying up 
thofe of the innocent. To prevent this fatal efie£t, many forts 
pf Qoyeriiments h^ve been invented by men, all of which may 
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bfe refolrcd into thcfc three, td wit, the Monarchkal, the Arifto-^ 
crattcal, or the Dcmocratical : for e^'ery form of Government 
inuft either be a Monarchy, an Ariftocrv:y> 'oi a Democracy j 
or it muft be a mixture of fome two of thefe, or of all the three. 
By experience, Sir, it ha^ been found, that when the fvpreme 
Power is lodged either in a fole Mbnarch, or in a fct of Nobles, 
it often deviates irtto tyranny 5 and that when it is lodged in 
the people in general, there is -no poflibility of preventing it 
from running into anarchy $ and the next ftep which follows is 
commonly a MonaVcbical, or Ariftopratical Tyranny 5 efpecialljr 
if the people ibf the fociety be numerous, and their dt(Mninions 
extenfive. For this reafon, many various forts of mixttires have 
been contrived by La\^ivers : but of aU the mixtures that tv&r 
were contrived, that of an eqfel mixture of the thret is, I be- 
Hcve, the beft and moft lafting. 'How our ancdtors, die Ger- 
mans, hit upon this tnixttire 5 whether it proceeded from thchr 
experience, or from their Natural fagacity, I Oiall not pretend to 
determine ; but it is certain, that from the eadieft acco%ints V9t 
have of them, this ^ppfears t^ have beeil the form of Govern*. 
meiit generally cftabliftied among them. The fupreme Pow» 
wnong them was always lodged in an Aflembly of their Kwig or 
General, their Nobles or Chiefs of Families, and iheir Peo{>le or 
Soltfer^ in general. In this Affembly all matters of great im- 
portance were confidered and determined 5 the King and Nobles 
pvopofed and refolved, and the People confentjcsd or difafjproved. 
The powers and privileges of thefe three branches of their Lc- 
giflature, were not, perhaps, fo djftin<aiy afcertained as th«y arc 
by the prefent fprm of tnir Conftittttidn ; or if they wert^ no 
fcrertain account of them has been handed down to ns : btit it i'S 
jJain that the fame fpirit, wpon which our prefent Con^tution 
is founded, was the prevjiitng %mt in their form of Govertt- 
mcrtt ; and this fpirit may be traced from the beginning of our 
liiftory to this very day. 

The fpirit I mean, Sir^ is, to have in our form of 'Government 
fuch ao e<j\!ial mi-xttrre of the Monarchkali^ Ariftopratical, and 
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Democratical fordis of Government, that c^ch may prove t 
proper countefpoife to the other, in fuch a manner, as that ^ll 
thefe three conftitticnt Powers may continue equal and inde* . 
pendent. If they doj any one of them may, and always will^ ht 
2L guard for our Conftitution and for our People, againft the 
violence and oppreffion of both, or either of the other two. If 
our King IhouW refohre to make himfelf abfdute, or if he and 
his Minifters ftiould begin to opprefe the People, both this and 
the other Houfe would certainly join together in oppofing foch 
fchen^s : if the othet Houfe fhould begin to fet thcmfelves ujp 
as fov^reign and arbitrary mafters of our Government, the King 
and this Heufe Would certainly join againft them: and if thts^ 
Houfe) as perhaps has been the cafe, fhould begin to fet our- 
felv6s up as mafters, the King anil the Houfe of Lords vrould as 
certairfly join againft us, and probably, by means of a diffolu- 
tion and neW ele6Uon, be able to prevent any fatal confequences* 
Again, if any two of thefe branclres of our Legiflature fhould 
join together in any fcheme for oppreffing the People^ they 
could not carry their fcheme cffeftually into execution without 
the concurrence of the third : but, on the contrary, that third 
branch of our Legiflature, with the afliftance of the People, 
would probably be able, not only to difappoint, but to punilh 
lile authors of fuch a fcheme. 

Therefore, Sir, while our Conftitution remains entire, while 
this three conftituent parts of our form of Government remain 
pqual and independent,- our People can never be oppreffed, ncf 
can a barefaced arbitrary power ever be eftablifhed. From 
hence one may fee, that from our Conftitution, confidered in 
itfelf, without any undue influence, we can hai^e nothing to ap- 
prehend ; the only danger vre are expofed to is, that of its di^- 
Jution : and for this reafon we ought -taconfider carefully, arid 
guard watchfully againft all thofe methoffJ by which it may be 
overturned. The only methods by which our Conftitution can 
be overturned, and confequently the only evils we have to guaM 
jigainft iSj left any onet)f die branches of our Legiflature Ihould 
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get the abfolute diredion of the other two \ and left any onr^ 
by a dilTolution or difcontinuance of the other tWo, ihould be 
able to aiTume to itfelf an abfolute and arbitrary power. > As the 
power of calling, proroguing, and diiTolving the Parliament is 
lodged intirely in the Crown ; as the execution of our Laws is 
now more fully and extenfively lodged in the Crown, than it 
was by the ancient form of our Conftitution ; and as his Ma- 
jefty is provided with a very large revenue fokr life, I cannot 
think there is the leaft danger, that either Houfe of Parliament 
will become able to prefcribe to the other and to the King : 
therefore we are at prefent in no danger of either Houfe of Par- 
liament ever getting the abfolute dire£Uon of the other two 
branches of our Legiikture, as was once the cafe of this nation. 
But, Sir, that the Crown may be able to get- the abfolute di- 
reflion of both Houfes of Parliament, and may confequently 
make both intirely dependant upon the King, or rather upon 
d>e King's Minifters, for the time being, I muft think we are 
at prefent in fome danger: nay, I muft fay, I think we are in 
fuch danger, that I am afraid nothing preferves us from it but 
bis Majefty's known wifdom, juftice, and moderation. I have, 
I confeis, fuch a bad opinion of mankind, that I believe the ge- 
nerality of them will facrifice the public good for their private 
advantage, often for a very trifling private advantage ; efpecially 
when they can do it, without bringing immediately infamy and 
reproach upon themfelves. This, I am forry to fay it, is my 
opinion of the generality of mankind : and confidering what vaft 
fums of money, and what a vaft number of lucrative pofts and 
employments, of all forts and' fizes, the Crown has to beftow 
yearly, and wha^it extenfive powers have been put into the hands 
of the Crown, by the many Penal Laws lately enabled, I am 
much afraid, that if his Majefty would allow his Miniftfrs to 
apply them towards n^anaging and purchafmg votes at elections, 
or even in Parliament, it would foon come to be in the power 
of the Crown to direct both Houfes of Parliament : for if the 
voting at el^ons, or in Parliament, from corrupt confidera- 
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tionsy fliould once come to be frequent, the frequency of the 
crime would extenuate the guilt, and the multitude of crimi* 
nals would fmotfaer that reproach, which now fo defervedly at- 
tends fuch an infamous pradice. 

Lord Noel Sometfet^ Feb. 2^ ^738» 

I AM unable to olFer any thing that has not been faid by the 
Honourable Gentleman (Mr« Lyttelton) who made you the 
Motion for an Addrefs of Congratulation to the King, on ac- . 
count of the nuptials of the Prince of Wales with the Princefs 
bf Saxe-Gotha, in a manner much more fuitable to the dignity 
and importance of this gre^t occafion. But, Sir, as I am really 
affe6ted with the profpeft of the bleffings to be derived to my 
<:ountry from this fo defirable, and fo long-defired meafure, the 
marriage of his Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales, I cannot 
forbear troubling you with a few words, to exprefs my joy, 
and to mingle my humble offering, incbnfiderable as it is, 
wifli tiiis great oblation of thanks and congratulation to his 
Majefty, 

How great focver the joy of the public njay be, and very 
great it certainly is, in receiving this benefit from his Majefty, 
itmuftbe inferior to' that high fatisfaSion which he himfelf 
enjoys in beftowing it : and if I may be allowed to fuppoTe, 
that to a royal mind any thing can tranfcend the pleafure of 
gratifying the impatient wiihes of a loyal people, it can only be 
the paternal delight of tenderly indulging the mofl dutiful ap- 
plication, and mofl humble requefl: of a fubmiffive obedient fon. 
I mention. Sir, his Royal Highnefs's having afked a marriage 5 
becaufe fomething is in juflice due to him, for having a&ed 
what we are fo flrongly bound by all the ties of duty and of 
gratitude, to return to his Majefty our moft bumble acknow- 
ledgments for having granted. 

The marriage' of a Prince of Wales, Sir, hasi at all times 

been a matter of the highefl importance to the public welfi^re, 

to prefent, and to future generations : but at no time has it 
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ever been a more impo^rtantj 4 moxe dear coqlideFation, thaa 
at this day ; if a ch^ra^^er at once amiable -and refpe£bble, 
can embeHifh and even dignify the elevated rank of a Prince 
of Wales. Were it not a fort of prefumption to follow fo 
great a Perfon through his hours of retirement, to view 
him in the milder light of domeftic life, we (hould find him 
buficd in the noble exprcife of humanity,- benevolence, and of 
every, focial virtue, But, Sir, bow pleafing, how captivating 
focver fuch a fcene may be, yet, as it is a priv-ate one, I fear I 
fliould ofFend the delicacy of that virtue I fo ardently defire to 
do juftice to, fhould I offer it to the confideration of diis Houfe. 
But, Sir, filial du.ty to bis Royal Parents, a generous love for 
Liberty, and a juft reverence for die Britiih Conftkution, 
thefe are public virtues, and cannot efcape the ap|ilaufe and 
benedidions of the Public. They are virtues. Sir, which ren* 
der his Royal Highnefs not ohly a notable.ornament, but a firm 
fupport, if any could poffibly be neceflaryi of that Tbro^ie {q 
greatly filled by his Royal Father. 

I have been led to fay thus much of his Royal Highnefs's 
chara^er, t^caufe it is. the confideratioA of that chara£ler 
which, above all thing?, ciaforces the juftice and goodnefs of 
his Majcfty in tKe meafurc now before ypu ; a meafure which 
the nation thought could never come too loon, becaufe it brings 
with it the promife of an additional ftrength to the Protcflant 
fuccefSon in his Majefty's illuftrious and Royal Houfc. The 
fpirit of Liberty dilated that fucceffion, the fame fpirit now 
rejoices in the profpedt of its being perpetuated to the lateft 
pofterity ; it rejpices in the wile and Wppy choice, which his 
Majefty has been pleafed to make of a Princefs fo amiably 
difiinguilhed in herfelf, fo illuftrious in the merit of her family 9 
the glory of whofe great anceftor it is, to have facrificcd him- 
fclf to the nobleft caufe for which a Prince can draw his fword^ 
the caufe of Liberty and the Pro$eftant Religion. Such, Sir, 
is the marriage, for which our moft humble acknowle4gment» 
are due to his Majefty ^ and may it ajFord the comfort of feeing 
5 &^ 
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4e Royal FamSy (auoierous as I thank God it is) ftiU grow- 
ixig and riflng up in a third generation : a Family, Sir, which 
I moft fincerely wiih niay be as .immortal as thofe Libertios and 
that ConftitutioA whi(;h it canie to maintain.. 

Mr, William Pitty Jpril 14, 1736. 

Though charity obliges us to l^ieYQ, that all men ar^ 
fincere, till the contrary evidently appears ; and though decency 
^feea obliges us to avoid telling them they are not fo, yet one 
cannot help a fufplcion artfing in one's breail, when we find 
Lords profeffing their readineCs to joiin in an inquiry, or ia 
exerti|ig our birth^rtght of being the great Counfellors of the 
Crown, and yet upon all occaiions oppoiing it ; and in fupport 
of their oppofition offering fuch arguments, as, if they weie 
admitted, would render it impoiUble for this Houfe ever to in« 
quire into the conda£l of paft measures, or offer any advice in 
relation to future* The Noble Lord (Lord Ifla) fays, wc 
ought never to offer, our advice in affairs relative to peace or 
191^; that is to fay, in any. foreign affair^ whatfoever,, unleft 
CsDed upon by the King to do fo. My Lords, I know nodiing 
f l$p vjfA c^n have occafion to offer our advice in, unlefs it be^ 
Vfhsther the King ihall go to the play or the opera, whether he 
ihall ihew mercy to a thief, or order him to be hanged, or 
(bailing of equal importance; for in all domeftic affairs of 
^reat importance, our King, thank God ! is limited by tiia 
iaw^b and ought not to tranfgrefs them, even, though this Houfe 
6)omU advife him to do fo. And as to our being called upo% 
we know frotxi experience, that though this Houfe be the here« 
ditary great Council of the Crown, yet our advice is very fel- 
dom s^ed in a ferious manner. Kings, my Lords^ are gene« 
lally fiis 9onfulting with fuch at are of their own chufing, and 
tl^fis are often fuch as have no dignity, privilege, or right, by 
0cir birt;^. We know the greatcft empire that ever was on 
^rtl^ was once governed by the f(Je advice of a freed flave ; and 
Qoe of the greajCeft empires now in being, by the advice of a 
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Cabinet Council of Eunuchs, and fuch as they fliall chtsfe for 
Acir Privy Council 5 therefore, if we never offer our advice 
but when it is ferioufly afked by the Crown, I am afraid we 
ihall very feldom exert that privilege, which is our births 
right. 

How this Houfe has of late years come to be fo much fuf- 
pefled of blabbing, I do not know ; but it is a very new doc^ 
trine to fay, that nothing can be communicated to this Houle, 
without making it public. The very firft inftancc of our being 
refufed any papers we thought necefTary for our information, 
for fear it ihould thereby be made public, was in the year 1721 : 
iince that time, indeed, it has been commonly and frequently 
pradHfed ; and yet whatever fecrets our Minifters may have had 
fince that time, I do not think the nation had ever any fewer 
in any equal period of time. 

Earl of Chefterjield^ Dec. i, 1740. 

I AM forry to obferve, that It is now become a common 
topic of debate here, as well as In our converfation without 
doors, that public praife ought to be defpifed, and the opinion 
of the giddy multitude altogether difregarded; This, my 
Lords, is a moft terrible fymptom, if Mr. Addifon be right in 
his obfervation ; for in one of his Spedlators I remember he ob- 
ferves. We then only defpife commendation^ when we ceafe to de-^ 
ferve it. As I am acquainted with the Noble Lord (Lordlfla) 
who fpoke laft, I am convinced he will never ceafe to deferve 
commendation ; but I was really in pain, when I heard him 
f ndeavouring to perfuade your Lordfhips to defpife the opinions, 
the fufpicions, and the clamours of the people without doors : 
I fay I was in pain, left feme of thofe who are not acquaihted 
with bis Lordfhip,' fhould think of this obfervation, which I 
am fure is very unjuft, when applied to him. The defire of 
Jlzmty the defire of applaufe, is one of the moft exalted, and one 
of the moft ufeful affeflions of the human mind. It is fo clofely 
connected with our nature, tha; I beiieye no man can imirely 
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tid himfelf of it ; and therefore no man will pretend to defpiie 
the reproaches or the fufpicions of his countrymen, but he that 
is confcious of their being juft* A man of fteady refolution 
will not allow himfelf to be carried away with every new opi- 
nion that prA^ails among the people, nor will he do what is 
wrong, in order ta gain a popular applaufe j but furely he will 
not allow his character to lie under fufpicion amongft his coun- 
trymen, if he can by any means clear it up. The multitude 
may fometimes be artfully led into a wrong way of thinking, or 
they may be induced to clamour without reafon ; but it is not 
the part of a good citizen to defpife that opinion, or that . 
clamour ; it is his duty to endeavour to fet the people right, 
and if the opinion or clamour be againft himfelf, for the fake 
of his own charadler, as well as in duty to* the public, he 
ought to take the moft proper and the moft fpeedy method for 
his juflrification. 

This, my Lords, is the duty of every private man, and njuch 
more is it the duty of a Magiftrate or Minifter. Even in abfo- 
lute governments the Minifters ought to take all proper me- 
thods for gaining the afFeftions and efteem of the people, and 
confequently for removing every fufpicion and clamour that 
may happen to arife againft them : but in a free government, 
this is not only the duty of the Minifters and Magittrates, but 
they are under an abfolute neceflity to do fo, if they have a 
mind to continue in their office : for the diftinguifliijig and fole 
fign of a people's being free,^ is that of their being governed by 
thofe laws and thofe men they approve of. If a law comes to 
be thought inconvenient or oppreffive, by the majority of a free 
people, it will be repealed j if a Magiftrate or Minifter comes 
to be fiated or 3efpifed by the majority of a free people, he will 
be removed 3 and therefore, if in any country a law ftands un- 
repealed for fome time after it begins to be difapproved by a 
majority of the people, or if a Magiftrate or Minifter continues 
in office. for fome time after he begins to be generally hated or 
dcfpifed, that government is not i free government, that Peo- 
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pie have no pretence to call themfelve^ a free people. For this 
reafon, I am furprized to hear it (aid, that our Minifters defpife 
<he clamours of the people, or that they do not defire your 
Lordihipis affiftance for allaying thofe tlamours. ^ My Lords, 
if they defpife tbofe clatfioars, if they do not defire to take the 
moft proper and the mOft fpeedy method for allaying them, 
which is by an impartial parliamentary inquiry, I will affirm 
diey have^ or at leaft they think they have, found out another 
method of governing, another method of prefcrving their 
power, than that which is the Only method in a free country, I 
mean the efteem and afFe£tions of the generality of the people ; 
and if they have any fuch thoughts, I hope they will foon find 
themfelves difappointed. 

Earl of Halifaxy Dec. I, 1740. 

' I AM not only againft (bme particular Claufes of this Bill, 
but Againft the whole contextiye of \\ ; and though, my Lords, 
Bills of this nature have been canvaffed in both Houfes by men 
of far greater abilities and experience than I can pretend to, yet 
I fhould think myfelf highly^blameable, if I did not, as far as 
in me lies, oppofe a Bill which ftrikes dire£Uy at the root of 
the conftitution, and is an infringement both of the liberties oT 
the people, and, the prerogative of the Crown. In the fequel 
of what I (haD offer to your Lordlhips, I think, I can plainly 
make out this affertion \ but fhould I be miftaken, my Lords, 
1 will venture to fay, my head, not my heart, will be in fault. 

To weigh the merits of this Bill, it will be neceflary to take 
it from its birth, confider its parents, and how and upon what 
occafions it has appeared. My Lords, thrs bleilcd plant was 
fown by party and fadioh ; it was nurfed by fiiry and difcontcnt ; 
lofs of EngliJI) libei'ty was iu fruit. It was the firft ftep by 
which Oliver CrotmueJly and Ibme few others, mounted up above 
the liberty of mankind. It was framed to divide and deftroy 
the bulwark of our coiiftitution, the Parliament : and furely, 
my Lords, it Would be very extraordinary, if Parliaments again 
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ftould cherifh this cankerworm, which fince its birth never has 
dared to appear, but when a diftempered air hovered round us, 
and, like fudden and intenfe darknefs, was the forerutiner of 
a fiorm. 

My Lords, the very preamble of this Bill fets up a ftandard 
of divifion between the Crown and the people ; it declares their 
intereft feparate, and of confequence they muft draw feparately 5 
which is a dodrine quite different from what I have been taught 
from my cradle. I am fure, it is a moft melancholy doctrine ^ 
for a State divided againft itfelf can never ftand long. 

But, my Lords, to be more particular, let us confider (ihould 
this become an Aft) what effeft it would have, firft by ex- 
cluding all but fome few of the moft important places from the 
Houfe of Commons, and afterwards by excluding the army. 

Firft then, with regard to thofe places of importance which 
it does not exclude, and thofe lefTer which it excludes, I (hall 
only beg leave of your Lord(hips to put a few queftions ; if then" 
we exclude all but thofe of the greateft truft, and where the very 
being of public affairs is centered, how (hall we in the next age 
find men capable of filling them ? For by taking away theleffer, we 
take away the proper fteps to the greater : how are thofe who arc 
young jMid inexperienced, to acquire a knowledge in bufinefs, 
to as to be able to tranfaft affairs, on the well or ill con4u(Sbing 
of which depends the public good, or the mifery of this whole 
nation ? My Lords, how (hall we ^find men fit for thefe im- 
portant pofts.? It is an undeniable fad, that bufmefs makes men 
of bufmefs ; the greateft natural capacity a man was ever blefled 
with, can never teach him the intricate road, form, and routine 
of public officers j praftice muft do it, and praftice alone. If 
then the means of praflice be cut off, how muft young men 
arrive at this knowledge ? It muft be by infpiration, or by one 
fmgle way elfe, which is, by the great mep of the prefent age 
tarning School- mafters, keeping a fchool for foreign and do- 
meftic politics. I am apprehenfiye they will not eafily be in- 
duced to turn pedagogues ; not to mention that they tjicmfdves 
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may not, perhaps, wifli to have the market overftockedr What 
then muft be the confequence ? Young men of fortune and 
rank cannot accept of places, when by accepting them they 
arc to be deemed unfit for ferving their country in Parliament, 
and to have the ignominious mark of flavery fet on them ; and 
without accepting which, they cannot arrive at a knowledge 
of bufinefs fit to be trufted with the public afFairs. What will 
be the efFeS ? Men of no fortune, no rank in the State, who 
have firft drudged through the lower and mean offices, muft 
have thofe of the greateft truft and profit, as being the only 
perfons capable of filling them : and it is too much to ba 
feared, that the complaifance of fuch (who owe all they pofTels 
to the Crown) will be boundlefs, and that the King will have 
bad Counfellors, and the nation be ill ferved. 

My Lords, with regard to the Officers of the Army, I think 
the fam^ argument is ftill ftronger, as the misfortunes which 
will flow from it are of a more immediate and a more dangerous 
confequence, and the danger without remedy. This Bill will 
exclude all young men of fortune from the army, for the fame 
rcafon it will from all civil employments. Your Gentry, your 
Nobility, deprived of all laudable 'ambitious views, will fink, 
like Italians^ into a flothful idlenefs. But, my Lords, I muft 
beg leave to remind you of this nation's being faved from 
flavery, by having men of property in the army : for God's 
fake, do not let us ruin that great barrier of our liberty. It 
may be faid, we do not ftand in need of an army ;' we are an 
ifiand, have a moft povverfal fleet, fo that an army is both ufc- 
lefs and dangerous. I (hall not enter into all that may be faid 
in anfwer to that complicated aflertion j but only beg leave to 
put a cafe, and it is a cafe, as the affairs of Europe ftand, muft 
happen once in twenty years; and I hope our liberty will be 
upon a founder founJation than to be hazarded every twenty 
tears : within that fpace of time, you muft, in all probability, 
railc a confiderable army, either to defend your own pofleffions, 
«r preferve the balance of power in Europe -^ which arc equally 
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and abfolutely neccffary. When this army has done what you 
raifed them for, you will think it neceffay . likewife to dilband 
them, and eafe yourfcif and the people of fo coftly a burden ; 
but your Lordfhips, perhaps, will find the dilbanding them 
more difficult than the raifing them. I am apt to believe, tliat 
a Vote of cither Houfe, how rhetorically foever it may be ex- 
prcfled, will not perfuade them it is for their intereft to lofe 
their bread, when by keeping together, you and all you have 
is entirely at their mercy : and, my Lords, at fuch a feafon, 
fliould a Prince, lefs a father of his people than his prefent 
Majefty, fliould a Prince of more ambition than honefl intenr 
tions, fill the Throne^ it would be in his power, with fuch an 
army, to become as abfolute as the King of France, My 
Lords, by what I have offered to you, it plainly appears to me, 
that nothing can keep and confirm your liberties but having 
the Officers, at leaft, men of property, who have a ftake in 
the country, and whofe intereft is the fame with ours. It was 
by an army of hirelings, debtors, renegados, and fuch like, 
that Rome at laft fell d vidtim to the ambition of one man. 

It may, perhaps, be faid in cxcufe for this Bill, that men of 
too fmall fortunes have employments ^nd feats in Parliament ; 
have you not an Aft of Qualification? If that is not obferved, 
why will you imagine this will ? I fliould think it would not^ 
for tho* it is an extraordinary thing to fay fo, it would be 
contrary to the intereft of the Crown, contrary to ^hc 
intereft of every particular, and contrary to the intereft of 
the nation in general. But if the fum limited in the Qualifi- 
cation Bill is not already fufficient, increafe it ^ that is the 
only way which will anfwer what is in vain expeded from 
this Bill. But, my Lords, to conclude, what a compli#. 
ment would it be to his Majefty, to fay, you are not fit to 
be trufted with what your anceftors have always hitherto en*, 
joyed, the power of difpofing of places and judging of merit ? 
We will, by a public Aft, fliew we naiftruft you : what a com-x 
piiment will it be to thofe the people chufe, to fay, we will not 
truft your integrity, becaufe the people chufe you their Repre- 
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ik/itatives ? Is this the means to endear a people to their Prince, 
a Pnnce to his people^ or mankind to one another ? 

Lord Raymond^ Jpril6, 1742. 

I SHOUlD imagine, my Lords, that when a King of the 
Houfe of Hanover furyeys his navies, revicvv»s his troops, or 
examines his rcYchuc, beholds the fplendour of his Court, or 
contemplates the extent of his dominions, he cannot but fome- 
times, howetrer unwillingly, compare his prefent ftate with 
that of his anceftors j and that when he gives audience to the 
AmbaflSidors of Princes, who, perhaps, never heard of Hanover^ 
and dtiredts the payment of fums, dearly pUrchafed, anc} rofleds, 
a^ furely he fometimes will, that 1 all thefe honours and riches, 
this reverence from foreign powers, and his domeftic fplen- 
dour, are the gratuitous and voluntary gifts of the mighty 
people of Great-Britain $ he (hould find his heart overflowing 
with unlimited gratitude, and fhould be ready to facrifice to the 
happinefs of his beneiadors, not only every petty intereft, or 
accidental inclination, but even his rcpofe, his fafety, or his 
life : that he fhould be jeady to eafe them of every burthen 
before they complained, and to aid them with all his power, 
before they rcquefled his affiflfance ; that he fhould confider his 
Britijb kingdom a kind of nurfery for troops, t<j be employed 
without harraffing his more valuable fubjeifts. 

It might be at leafl hoped, my Lords, that the Princes of 
the Houfe of Hanover might have the fame regard to this na- 
tion, as to Kings from whom they never received any benefit, 
and whom they ought in reality always to have-confidered as 
enemies, yet even from fuch levy- money was not always re- 
quired, or, if required, was not always received. 

There was once a time, my Lords, before any of this race 
wore the Crown of Great- Britain^ when' the great French 
Monarch, Lewis XIV, being under a neceffity of hiring auxi- 
liary troops^ applied to the Duke of Hanover^ as a Prince whofe 
neceffities would naturally incline him to &t the lives of his 
, fubje£U 
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fubjefis at a ches^ rztc : theDuke, pleafed with an opportunity 
of trafficking with fo wealthy a Monarch, readily prcmifed a 
fupply of troops, and demanded levy-money to be paid hio^ 
th^t he might be enabled to iMTe them; bi«t Hanoverian repu- 
tation was not then raifed fo high, as that the French King 
(hould truft him with his money. Lewis fufpeAed, and mad^ 
no fcruple of declaring his fufpicion, that the demand of levy- 
money was only a pretence to obtain a fum which woufd never 
afterwards be repaid, and for which no troops would be ob* 
tained ^ and therefore with his ufual prudence iniifted^ that the 
troops fhould iirft march and then be paid. Thus. for fome 
time the Treaty was at a ftand ; but the King being equally 
in want of men as the Duke of money, and perceiving, per«> 
haps, that it was really imprafticable for fo indigent a Prince 
to raife troops without fome pecuniary aififtance, offered him 
at length a fmall fum, which was gladly accepted, though 
much below the original demand. The troops were engaged 
in the fervice of France ; and the Duke of Hanover thought 
himielf happy, in being able to amuie himfelf at his leifure 
with the rattle of the money. 

Such, my Lords, were the conditions on which the troops of 
Hanover Were furnifhed in former times j and furcly what could 
then be produced by the love of money, or the awe of a fuperior 
power, might now be expelled as the efFed of gratitude and 
kindnefs. 

Earl of Sandwichjf FcL i, 1742. 

. I JCKOW not how fuqcefsfuUy I may repeat aflertions in this 
Houfe, for which I have been formerly cenfured and commit- 
ted to the Tower, and which few other Members have hitherto 
maintained ; but I rife with confidence, that I (ball be at leaft 
acknowledged to z£t confiftently with myfelf in feconding the 
noble perfon, (Lord Somerfet) who has made the Motion now 
before you, -for addreffing his Majefty, not to engage theft 
kingdoms in a war for the prefervation of his f<dreign doitni- 
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nions : and I am convinced, that n\^ny who diflfer from mt 
in opinion, would be glad to boaft*of refetnbling my fteadineis 
of condu£l. 

But fteadincfs. Sir, is the cIPeft only of integrity; he that 
fpcaks always what he thinks, and endeavours by diligent inquiry 
to think aright before he ventures to declare his fentimcnts ; he 
th^t follows in his fearches no leader but reafon, nor expefls 
any reward from them but the advantage of difcovering truth, 
and the pleafurc of communicating it, will not eafily change 
liis opinion; becaufe it will feldom be eafy to fliew^ that he 
who has honeftly inquired after truth has failed to attain it. 
N For my part, I am neither afliamed nor afraid to affirm, that 
thirty years have made no change in any of my political opi- 
nions; I am now grown old in this Houfe, but that experience 
which is the confequence of age, has only confirmed the prin- 
ciples with which I entered it many years ago : time has ve- 
rified the predidions which I formerly uttered, and I have fcen 
my conjeftures ripened into knowledge. 

I fhould be therfefore without excufe, if either terror could 
affright, or thp hope of advantage allure me from the declara- 
tion of my opinions ; opinions which I was not deterred from 
afferting, when the profpedl of a longer life than I can now 
expeS rhight have added to the temptations of ambition, or 
aggravated the terrors of poverty and difgrace ; opinions, for 
which I would willingly have fufFcred the fevereft Cenfures, 
^vcn when I had enforced them only in compliance witli rea- 
fon, without the infallible certainty of experience. 

Of truth it has always been obferved, Sir, that every day 
adds to its eftablifhment, and that fallhoods, however fpecious, 
however fupported by power, or eftabliflied by confederacies, 
are unable to ^and before the ftroke of time : ,againft the in- 
convepiencies and vexations of long life may be fct the pleafure 
of difcovering truth, perhaps the only pleafure that age affords. 
Kpr is i^ a flight fatisfadion to a man not utterly infatuated 
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or depraved, to find opportunities of reSifying his notions, 
and regulating his condufl: by new lights. 

But much greater is the happinefs of that man, to whom 
every day brings a new proof of the reafotiablenefs of his for- 
mer determinations, and who finds, by the moft unerring tcfts, 
that his life has been fpent in promoting doftrines beneficial to 
mankind. This, Sir, is the happinefs which I now enjoy, and 
f#r which thofe who never (hall attain it, muft look for an 
equivalent in lucrative employments, honorary titles, pom- 
pous equipages, and fplendid palaces. 

Thefe, Sir, are the advantages which are to be gained by 
a feafonable variation of principles, and by a ready compliance 
with the prevailing fafliion of opinions j advantages, ii;ideed, 
which I cannot envy when they' are purchafed at fo high a 
price^ but of which age and obfervation has too frequently 
jQiewn me the unbounded influence ; and to which I cannot 
deny, that I have afcribed the inftability of cpndudt and incon- 
fiftency of aflertions, which I have difcovered in many men, 
whofe abilities I have no reafon to depreciate, and of whom I 
cannot believe they would eafily difiinguifli truth, were not 
faUhood recommended to them by the glittering ornaments of 
wealth and power. 

If there are in this hew Parliament any men devoted to their 
private intereft, and who prefer the gratification of their paf- 
fions, tp the fafety and happinefs of their country ; who can 
riot without remorfe in the plunder of their Conftituents ; 
who can forget the anguiQi of guilt in the noife of a feaft, the 
pomp of a drawing room, or the arms of a ftrumpet, and 
think expenfive wickednefs, and the gaieties of folly, equiva- 
lent to the fair fame of fidelity, and the peace of virtue, to 
them I (hall fpeak to no purpofe : for I am far from imagining 
any language in my i)o\yer can gain thofe to truth, who have 
refigned their hearts to avarice or ambition, or to prevail 
upon men to change opinions, which they have indeed never 
believed, though they are hired to aflert them. For there is a 

degree 
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degree cff wickednefs, which no reproof or argument can re- 
claim, as there is a degree of ftupidity which no inftrudion 
can enlighten. 

If my country, Sir, has been fo unfortunate as once more 
to commit her intereft to thofe who p^opofe to thcmfelvcs no 
advantage from their truft but that of felling it, I may, per- 
haps, fall once more under cenfure for declaring my opinion, 
and be once more treated as a criminal for aflerting what they 
who punifli me cannot deny ; for maintaining the inconfiftency 
of Hanoverian maxims with the happinefs of this kingdom, 
and for preferving the caution which was fo ftrongly inculcated 
by the patriots that drew up the a£l of fettlement^ and gave 
the prefcnt Royal Family their title to the Throne. 

Thefe men. Sir, wbofe wifdom cannot be difputed, and 
whofe zeal for his Majefty's fervice and family was equal to 
their knowledge, thought it requifitc to provide fome fecurity 
againft the prejudices of birth and education. They were far 
from imagining, that they were calling to the Throne a race 
of beings exalted above the frailtjes of humanitj^, or exempted 
by any peculiar privileges from error or from ignorance. 

They knew that every man was habitually, if not naturally 
fond of his own nation ; and that he was inclined to enrich it 
and defend it at the expence of another, even, perhaps, of that 
to which he is indebted for much higher degrees of greatnefs, 
wealth, and power s for every thing which makes one ftate of 
life preferable to another, (and which, therefore, if reafon 
could prevail over prejudice, and every adlion were regulated 
by &r\& juftice) might qlaim more regard than that corner of 
the earth in which he only happened to be born. 

They knew, Sir, that confidence was not always returned, 
that we nrnft willingly truft thofe whom we have longeft 
known, and carefs thofe with moft fondnefs, whofe inclinations 
we find by experience to cosrefpond with our own, withou t 
regard to particular circumftances which may entitle others to 
greatter regard, or higher degrees of credit, or of kindnefs. 

Againft 
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Againft thefe prejudices, which their fagacity enabled them 
to for^ee, their integrity incited them to fecure to us, by pro* 
vifions which every man then thought equitable and wife, be* 
cauie no man was then hired to elpoufe a contrary opinion. 

To obviate the difpofition which a foreign race of Princes 
might have- to truft their original fubje£b, it was ena£bd. That 
none of them fhould be capable of any place of truft or profit 
in thefe kingdoms. And to hinder our Monai'chs from tranf- 
ferring the revenues of Great-Britain to Hanover, and enrich- 
ing it with the commerce of our traders and the labours of 
our hufbandmen ; from raifing taxes to augment the fplendour 
of a petty Court, and increafing the garrifons of their nipun- 
tains, by mifapplying that money which this nation fhould raife 
for its own defence, it was^ provided. That the King of Great- 
Britain ihould never return to his native dominions, but refide 
always in this kingdom, without any other care than that of 
gaining the afFe6lions of his Britifh fubjefis, preferving their 
rights, and increafing their power. 

Mr. Shippeny Oil. 14, 1 741. 

All that can be faid. Sir, againft forfeitures for trcafon» 
muft proceed from miftaking or mifreprcfenting the nature of 
punifhments, and the ends for which they have been introduced 
jnto fociety. Punifhment is faid to be malum pajftonisy qusd 
inftigitur ob malum a^idnis ; and therefore, in its own nature, 
it muft be confined to the perfon of the criminal ; for whoeve;r 
pretends to inflift a punifhment upon an innocent perfon, can- 
not properly be faid^to punifh : On the contrary, he deferves t6 
be punifhed, becaufe in fb doing he commits a crime, or a 
malum a^ionts^ and for that reafon ought to have a malum ac^ 
tioms inflifled upon him : however, there are many misfortunes, 
lof^s, and inconveniencies, which innocent men are fubje6t to 
by the nature rf things, and m^y be expofed to by the laws 
of fociety, for the prefervation and welfare of the fociety. As 
there are B»ny difi^afes that defcend fr<nii the .parent tjo the 

child) 



Digitized 



by Google 



a36 BEAUTIES of the 

child,^ it is a misfortune for a child to be born of parents af- 
ili£ted with fuch difeafes : it is a misfortune for a child*to be 
born of parents that are poor and indigent j but thefe misfor- 
tunes are not to be called punifhments, becaufe they are, by the 
nature of things, inflidted upon innocent p^rfons. There are 
others, as T have faid, wbith innocent men maybe expofed 
to by the laws- of focicty : fuch were the confinements whick 
kprous or unclean perfons were expofed to by the Jewifh law; 
and fuch are thofe confinements which people are fubje<5ed toby 
our law, who are infeSed, or under fufpicion of being in- 
fc&ed with the plague : fuch, likewife, arc the misfortunes 
which attend children who are born of flaves, in countries 
where Jlavery is eftabliftied : fuch were the incapacities of chil- 
dren born of Plebeians^ in the ancient Roman Commonwealth, 
who could not intermarry with the Patricians^ nor be advanced 
to any of the chief pofts in the Government : and fuch are 
the misfortunes attending children born in this country of pa* 
rents who happen to be convicted of High-Treafon 5 becaufe, 
by their attainder, they are diverted of every thing that be- 
longed to them J and therefore the children are in the fame 
ftate, as if they had been born of poor and indigent parents. 
But none of thefe misfortunes can be faid to be punifliments, 
nor were ever called fo, by thofe whp underfiand any thing of 
the laws of nature or nations. 

' Both the learned Grotius and the learned Puffendorffzxz clear 
upon this fubjeft. The former, in treating of what he calls 
the communication of punilhments, in order to {how, that an 
innocent man ought not to be made to fufFer for the crime of 
the guilty, diftinguifhes between that damage or lofs, which & 
man may fufF^r diredlly, and that which he may fufFer confe- 
quentially. A man fulFers direftly, he fays, when any thing is 
taken directly from him, which properly belonged to him; and 
he fuffers confequentially, when he lofes what he has a con-* 
ditional right to, by the failure of the condition upon Which he 
was to have it : and forfeitures he exprefly mentions as a damage 
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9T lofs of this laft forf ; becaufe children have hut a conditional 
right to their father^s eftate, that is, provided the father dies 
pofleiled of it. For this reafon, that learned Gentleman . fays, 
that forfeiture is no punifbitient upon the children, but'only a 
damage which they fufFer, not direftly, but confequentially, by 
the crime of the father, which prevented the exifting pf that 
condition upon which they were to have had his eftate ; and 
after having thus diftinguifhed, he concludes, that no man 
who is perfectly ixmocent can be punifhed for the crime of any 
other man. 

The learned Puffendorff again treats this fubjfeft in the fame 
manner, and almoft in the very fame words. He diftinguifbes 
between a damage fuffered dire£Uy and confequentially. " The 
•* firft is, fays he, when a man is deprived of that he has al- 
" ready a proper right to ; the fecond, when that condition is 
" intercepted, without which he could not enjoy fuch a right. 
" Thus,- when the eftate the parents were poffefled of is for- 
"' feited, the children alfo feel the lofs of it : but, however, . 
" this is not a punifliment properly, with refpefl to the chil- 
•' dren, becaufe they cannot Come to the inheritance of their 
" father's eftate, unlefs the father preferves it for them till he 
" dies ; and therefore the confifcation, or forfeiture, only in- 
" tercepts the condition, without which, the children can have 
« no right to the father's eftate." 

To the opinion of thefe two learned moderns. Sir, I fliall 
add the opinion of a very famous man among the ancients, 
I mean Marcus Tullius Cicero j who, in one of his letter^ to 
Brutus^ approves of the forfeiture of LepiduSj and fays, it was 
as juft to reduce his children to a ftate of want and mifery, as 
it was in the Athenians to reduce the children of TheniiJiocUs 
to that wretched ftate ; to which he adds, that this was an 
ancient and general cuftom m all commonwealths; from 
whence, I think, I may infer, that the forfeiture pf traitors 
was a law which prevailed among the Romans^ long before the 
eftablifliment of their empire : and that this law was cAabliihed 
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among the Jews, even in King David's time, is evident from 
the ilory of Mephihojheih and his fervant Zibai for froni 
thence we find, that the eftate of Saul had been forfeited, but 
was reftorcd to Mephihojheih^ for his father Jonathan's fake ; 
and was again taken from him by a new forfeiture, on a £dfe 
fuggeftion of Ziba's, 

Having thus (hewn. Sir, that the forfeiture of a guilty fa- 
ther cannot be looked on as a puriiflimcnt upon the innocent 
children, it can no way be faid to be inconfiftent with religion, 
■cfpecially that precept delivered to the Jews, which forbids 
punifliing the father for the fon's iniquity, or the ion for the 
father's. That law was certainly meant againft fubjeding 
cither the one or the other, direftly to" any lofs, damage, or 
inconvenience, for the crime of the other, and not againft that 
confequential damage which is brought upon the ion by the 
forfeiture of the father : and, as I have fliewn that forfeitures 
have been approved of by the moft learned Lawyers, both 
ancient and modern, and were eftablilhcd in the yewijh, Grc" 
cian^ and Roman Commonwealths^ no Gentleman can* I think, 
have the confidence to aver, that they were, or are, inconfi^cnt 
with natural juflice', or the liberties of a free l%ople. 

The next thing I am to (hew. Sir, is, that they are confoitant 
to the laws of this kingdom, both ancient and modern^ Here, 
indeed, I am at feme lofs what Gentlemen may mean by our 
ancient Laws 5 and therefore, that I may not be accufed of any 
negleft, I (hall go as far back as I can. I think I may be very 
fure, that no man can tell what our Laws were, or whether we 
had any, before the Romans came amongft us. If Gentlemen 
mean, by our ancient Laws, the Laws which prevailed amongft 
us whilft we werp fubjed to the Romans^ then certainly the 
Law of Forfeiture for treafon was eflabliflied, becaufe it was 
then a part of the Roman Law. If we come to the Laws of the 
Saxons, and fay, that thefe were the ancient Laws of the king- 
dom, i thjnk the point may be as pofitively determined in fa- 
vour of Forfeitures;' for tliat the feudal cuftoms 'j^revailed 
2 amongft 
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amongft the Saxonsj as well as among their other northern 
neighbours, is, in my opinion, clear to a demonftration : and it 
is certain, that by the Feudal Law, the forfeiture of the eftate 
was the certain confequence of any breach of fealty in the tenant 
or vaffal. If we refer to the fragments ftill remaining of the 
Saxon Laws that were eftablifiied in this kingdom, the point 
win be as clear in my favour. It is very true, tfiat from thcfc 
fragments it appears, that fines, or mul£ts, were the punilh- 
ments infli£ted upon moft crimes ; but ftill ther; were fome that 
were puniifaabie with death, or forfeiture of eftate, and fome- 
times with both. By a Law of King Ina^s it is exprefsly enabl- 
ed, that whoever fights in the King's palace fliall lofe his inhe- 
ritance : Haredttaiem perdaty are the words of the Law. And, 
by a Law of the famous King Alfred's, it is enafted in thefe 
words. Si quis vita Regis, injidieiur^ per fe^ velper ultores mercede 
<ondu^os^ vel fervus JuoSy vita privet ur l^ omnibus qua pdjjidit* 

Thus, Sir, it is evident, that the forfeitures were in uft; 
amongft the Saxons, and that they have feecn conftantly in ufe 
fince the conqueft, not only in treafons, but in felonies, fo far as 
relates to goods and chattels, no man can deny ; therefore they 
muft be alfowed to be confonant to our laws, both moderj^i and 
ancient : and that they are not inconfiftent with the freedom of 
our Conftitution, experience itfelf muft bear witnefs 5 for we 
have hitherto prefer ved our Conftitution entire, and I doubt 
much if we fhould be able to do the fame, ftiould forfeitures of 
all kinds be aboli(hed : for it is certain, that nothing can be of 
jnore dangerous confequences to the liberties of a free people, 
than frequent civil wars.. The firft civil war that happened 
among the Romans, was that which they called the Sociale Bt^l^- 
lum^ or the war begun by the feveral people and cities in Italy, 
whom the Romans, that is to fay, the citizens of Rome, 
would not admit to an equal (hare in the Gdvernment with 
themlelves. How long did they preferve their liberties after 
the comin.encement of the civil war? Not much above fixty 
years ^ for this war began about the year 660 after the build- 
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ing of their city, which was their aerai and Auguftus Caefar, 
after the battle of ASlium^ was confirmed in the abfolutc Go- 
vernment of that vaft empire in the year 725 of the fame aerji. 
And even in this kingdom, a civil war has more than once put 
an end to the freedom of our Conftitution j for the civil war 
between the Houfes of York and Lancafter, eftabliflied what I 
may very properly call an abfolutc Government in the perfon 
of Hcqry the Vlllth ; and the civil war between Charles the 
Ift and his Parliament, eftabliflied an abfolutc Government in 
the perfon of Oliver Cromwell It is true, as our Conftitution 
is more perfeft, and better contrived than that of the Roman 
ever was, it has hitherto always recovered itfelf ; but confider- 
ing the change in the manners of our People? if it ftiould here- 
after be overturned by a civil war, I am afraid it will never 
recover : therefore there is nothing we ought to guard more 
cautioufly againft than a civil war. The execution of a traitor 
is a fleeting example which is foon forgot ; but the misfortunes 
of his pofterity is a permanent example, which many have con- 
tinually before their eyes : and as this permanent example cer- 
tainly contributes to the preventing of civil wars, it muft, in 
my opinion, contribute to the fecurity of the happy Conftitution 
we now live under. 

Whether we fliould ever allow the punifliments which pro- 
duce thefe permanent examples to be aboliflied, is a queftion, 
Sir, that I /hall not take upon me to determine, nor is there 
any neceffity for my giving my opinion upon it at prefent; but 
this I am very fure of, that we fhould not allow thefe punifli- 
ments to be aboliflied, during the life of either of the Pre- 
tender's fons; becaufe while they live, there will always be 
too many amongft us infected with an itch of rebellion ; and 
all Politicians, as well as Lawyers agree, that the greater 
likelihood there is that a crime of any particular fort will be 
€ommit;ted, the more fevere ought the punifliment to be ; for 
the terror of the punifliment ought, if poflible, to be made fu- 
perior to the itch of committing the crime ; and as that itch, 
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or inclination, will be ftronger and more general during the 
lives of the Pretender's two fons, than we can fiippofe it to be 
afterwards, we muft have, during that period, more fevere 
punifliments upon treafon, than may be afterwards neceffary to 
be continued. I am therefore ftrongly in favour of the Bill, 
for preventing all correfpondencc . between his ^Majefty's fub- 
je<2s and the Pretender's fons. 

Sir Dudley Ryder^ Attorney-Generaly May 3, I744« 

The Honourable Gentleman (Sir Dudley Ryder) whofpokc 
firft in the debate, and diftingui(hed himfelF fo greatly by his 
long and laboured fpeech, has laid down thefe two propofitions, 
upon which he haaibuilt his whole argument. That this claufi if 
conftjlent with natural jujlice ; and, that it is conjijlent with our 
ancient and modern conflitution. Yet, notwithftanding all that 
he has faid, I muft take the liberty to maintain die contrary. 

As to natural juftice, no one principle can ftrike the mind of 
man niore ftrongly, at the very firft view, than that the innocent 
ought not to fufFer for the guilty ; and that every man Jhmld fuffer 
9nly for his own fault. Can there be a man fo abfurd in this, 
or any other affembly in the world, as to deny this propofitionf 
—To deny this, is to violate the fundamental laws of all fo- 
cicty, to be ignorant of the true nature of punifliments, and 
of the only title men have to infli£t any feverities upon each 
other.— The rights of mankind, in a ftate of nature, ftill fub- 
fift in a fociety; they ought to fubfiftj they ought to be 
abridged in none, farther than is abfolutely neceffary for the 
prefervation of fociety. It is in vain, it is nonfenfe to fay, 
that the fafety of fociety can fubfift in, can be advanced or 
prefcrvcd only by the ruin of the innocent widow, of the harm- 
leis infant, and of tboufaods yet unborn. 

How then does the learned Gentleman attempt to palliate 

the force of this principle? He owns the pt incipky and he fay 5^ 

if any man wiU convince him that ibis claufe can deprive any one 

innocent'ferfony either of his natural or legal rights^ he will- he 
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againfi it bifrfelf, BuU fcys ht^ mmn ha$ a rtghf H a^ fr§^ 
pirtyy hit fy the IovlS rf the ficiety uiu^r v^hich he Uva j ^ tk 
laws ef his couutry give no right to the effikl till th ^^ rf ^^ 
penrent. Sir, the G^ntloman has m^de bMt two mift^cs ia 
this argument ; but they are upluckily fuch as overturn tb« 
whole— For firft, every man m^y learn from his own breaft, 
that by the laws of nature, all mankind ought to fuec^ed to 
their anceftors ; they are entitled to expc£k it by the order of 
all things, and as a kind of retribution from their parents, 
for their being the authors of their exiftence, which, without 
%uy inheritance, is % ftate of the utmoft wretcbedneJs.'^And 
«s to the laws of this country, the very law which we W no* 
about to repeal, has created this property i% the child, and the 
child is aftually vefted in this right, by the very 1^^ of the 
fociety in which we live. , The fine reafonings of Puff$i^ff^ ^ 
Greiiusy have therefore nothing- to dp in this queftjon. Tbtf 
Gentleman fupports his argument by authorities, wbkh, pit- 
ting the cafe as it really (lands, aU rather make againft him: 
he applies the reafonings of Pi^fendorff 2xA Grotius upon any 
other cafe to this cafe, whiqh totally and fundamentally di$sr$ 
from that upon which they argued* 

Gcero too is brought in to fupport this cruel opinion : a letter 
of his to Brutus is quoted upon us, in which be juftiiies the 
feverities ufed to Lepidus and his pofterity. But I dare venture 
to fay, there is not one Gentleman in this Houfe, who knowg 
any thing pf G^ero^ or of his writings, who does not know, 
that this very letter, whick is t9 be put ijpon hs as a|i irrefiftible 
euthority, is no authority at ajl j for it is gener^Iy* if ^^ 
univer&Uy allowed to be a fpurious lettter, not wrote by Gcm^ 
but wrote for Cicero^ many hundred years after Gcero w^ de- 
parted out of this world. And, in truth, bad he wro|c thi$ 
letter, it would have had very little weight with me. Gent 
was, indeed, k gre^t prator ; h^ made long and fine fye^^^H 
he is thought to have been greatly learned in the Uws of h*? 
country I but he was a aptprioM^ tiaie-fervert ft thorough 0^ 
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of party, and,^ with all that, a coward. Would it |)c Vxf won« 
d^r then, when Lepidus was ruined, if he, in his femiiiar cor* 
refpondence, had expreiled himfelf with bitternef$ againft £c« 
fidus and all that belonged tp him ? Would it be any wonder, 
if fuch a man bad rejoiced and exulted in the misfortune of his 
adveriary; or if his fears had carried him even to wiflide^, 
ftru^on and extirpation to a ^mily, who& recovery might 
have proved the ruin of him and his I But,* after all this^^ 
Gcero is an author who Ihould be quoted with fogrie care ; for» 
whether from thefe reafons, or any other, as his public condu^ 
lyas a fcene of contradidions, fo he contradids himfelf in his 
writings too. Of this, I recollecl an inftance to th© very 
point: In his book' De Natura Deorum^ he pofidvely fcys, 
tlufi n$ man could bear to live in a country', where the fin and 
tie grandfin Jhould be punijhed for the crimes of their grandfather 
and father. If, therefore, I fliould allow the Honburable 
Gentleman, that his letter to Brutus was (as it is not) zgenuim 
letter, which would be the beft authority ? Cicero^ in a familiar 
letter,, in an unguarded, heated, fearful ftate ? Or Gcero in 
bt$ ftiidy, writing upon the moft ferious (ubje£l, and upon ths 
exprefi^ fubjeiSt ; and ufing the utmoft care, and the utmoft re* 
fleciJtoii, to deliver down a fyften^ of religion or morality tQ 
future ^ges ? 

The learned Gentleman then goes on to inform us, that 
ths Isws of Greece bore hard upon the innocent ^ and that ths 
ehildren of Themiftocles were difinherited and banifhcd for the 
crimes of their father. Furft, as to this, there is no example 
upon earth will ever weigh with a reafonaUe man to do that 
which is, in itfdf, either cruel or unjuft. And next, as to 
the laws of Greec^^ the Gentleman means, and muft mean 
chiefly, the laW of the Jthenians 5 for of the laws of die 
other Grecian ftates we know \^\xt little ; and as to thefe laws 
of the Jthenians^ they have been umverfally confidered, in all 
ages, a^ the n\oft fevere and unjuft that ever any people t^^ 
l^ve4 HAdir> eaccepting thofe of their neighbours, t^ Mace4$^ 
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mans and the Perfians^ who extirpated whole families for the 
crime of one finglc offender. But even here, as to ThemtJiocUt^ 
the learned Gentleman is again miftaken ; for the children of 
Themijiocles were not baniflied for their father's crime. Tbt- 
miflocles was accufed of a mifprifion of treafon, in not divulging 
what he knew of the confpiracy of Paufanius againft the Greeks 
in favour of the Perfiam. Whether he was guilty of this crime 
or not, did never appear; for he was never tried for it. He 
fled, his children fled to him, and fo became participes crimines. 
They abandoned their own country, and were therefore pu- 
niflbcd for their own fault ; they retired to Perfta^ and made 
themfelves fubjedl to another State, where they obtained dif- 
.tinguifhcd privileges and great eftates. Plutarch particularly 
tells us this, and that their defcendants particularly enjoyed 
thefe privileges in Magnefta which they received of Xerxes^ 
even in his own time, which was near fix hundred years after. 

I now come to fpcak of our ancient and modern Conftitu- 
tion, with which the Honourable Gentleman fays this claufe is 
perfeflly confiftent. Perhaps I may be thought too venturous, 
when I conteft this point with a Gentleman fo eminent in 
his profeflion j but, Sir, I think I am well founded in main- 
taining the contrary. As to our Conftitution, we feldom hear 
it talked of with common fenfe. You may find, in what men 
commonly call our Conftitution, arguments and examples for 
any thing you will. Nothing is fo vague and unfettled as our 
Conftitution was for many centuries. If a man ftands up for 
the prerogative, he may quote you powerful precedents from 
the reigns of Richard the lid, and other Princes like him : 
another man, to enforce popular and romantic projeSs of re- 
formation, may quote upon you things equally extravagant on 
another fide, by turning his eye upon our hiftories in time* 
when popular fury has overborne this Government. For 
my own part, therefore, I never knew how to afcertain the 
Conftitution of this Country in any degree, but in two periods; 
the Saxon times before the Conqueft ; the prefent Mra fincc 
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the RcTolution. The intervening fpace between thefe two wag 
all confufiQn ; a chaos of contradictions in the regulations of 
this State ; an eternal ftruggle for uncertain power between 
the Barons znd the Crown, the. Crown and the people, 0|>thc 
people againft both. / 

Lord Percivaly May^^y ^744' • 

Men will always be more governed by their paffions than 
their reafon j and it is fo difficult to forefee and determine what 
is moft for the public good, that men are apt to determine that , 
to be the moft for the public good, which beft fiiits with their 
own private views and paffions. This is the caufe, that where the 
peop^ have too great a ihare of the Government in their hands, 
the peace of the State muft always be difturbed with parties and 
factions : and as the Vulgar, great as well as fmall, have gene- 
rally very little forefight, and are violent in the purfuit of every 
paffion, this always, at laft, furnifhes the leader of fome party 
or fafiion, with means to overturn the conftitution of their 
Government, and toufurp to himfelf a fole and arbitrary .power. 

I could demonftrate this theorem, Sir, from obfervations 
upon the hiftory of almoft all the Commonwealths that ever 
had a being, and are now no more ; but as the Roman Hiftory 
is beft known, and moft adapted to this purpofe, I fliall con- 
iSne my obfervations to this hiftory alone. After the expulfion 
of their Kings, and the eftablilhment of a republican form of% 
government, the people got, it is true, immediately, a very 
great ihare in the government, by the law that introduced an 
appeal to the people ; for which the chief promoter got the 
name of Publicola, By this, and by the eledlion of their 
annual Magiftrates, the people had, I fay, a very great fbare 
of the government : but for many years it was in appearance 
only ; for the Senate and chief Patricians^ even after the 'Xn-^ 
bunes of the people were inftituted, had fo much influence 
among the people, that they preferved in their own hands the 
whole of the Adminiftration, by getting the people to chufe 
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Iteh MagilbaAii as Ui^ diredtd^ and to make Aich ibcff^ 
upon appeals as tbty thought proper and juft : hot the people, 
t^iitti up ky popalar leaders, were e?cry day aiming at getting 
Wtott and lAore pbwer into their bands ; and by tbe ftme iii^ns 
^ influence of the Senate and the chief Patricians, greW fevery 
ivf let) and tdj^. The firft cohqueft tbe people made upon the 
Senate, was that of obtaining the eftabliihment of the Tribunes, 
^th moft exbaordinary powers : and the next they made was, 
the e^tatning a law for the allowing of marriages between Pa* 
trtcia^s and Plebeians. About the fame time, they got introduced 
tfie cuftom of chufing Military Tribunes in the place of Con- 
^fWs, becaufe the Pafricians would not allow that any Plebeian 
could be cholen a Conful, whereas a Plebeian might be chofea 
a Military Tribune J and by riicans of thiss difputfe^ the Com^ 
monwcalth cara^ to be governed for many years by Military 
Tribunes inftcad of Confnls 5 though liich was die fttodefty 
of thie people, that for above fifty years after this fort of ma- 
giftracy was firft introduced, no Plebeian could get himfetf 
chofen a Military Tribune. But the greateft conqueft which 
the People of Rome ever obtained over the Senate and Patrictansy 
was the law for rendtering a Plebeian capable of being chofen a 
Conful ; for from that time the inftuence of the Senate dimi- 
iiilhed very faft,. and the pcop^ began to gtow every day more 
Jiceiitioqs. 

^ Thus, Sir, a way beifig opened for popular leaders, whethiCr 
Pdtriciian or Pleielani to arrive at the chief dignities and magi- 
ftracies of the State, and ^hc people baving got almoft entirely 
liitp t^cir own bands the conferring of thofe honours, and rct- 
pcatirig them as often as they pleafed, a popular leader at laft 
put an end to the liberies of the people for a time i and loon 
after him, another popuhr leader put an end to ^cm for ever. 
When I 0iy this, every Gentleman muft fuppafc, \ mean Gain^ 
Mariusy and Julius Qefdr, names well known to thofe who are 
yerfed }n the l&oman Hiftory. Marius, tholigh of meaa 
^^tra^ion^ ty^n fniong the Pjebeians^ jraifcd hjmfelf to fucb 
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fatfont among the ptoph of RMie, by his jfttcceTs in war^ and 
by patronising every popular law propofed, that he was chofen 
Confttl for tinre years fuctefivefy^ which enabled him to continue 
Unfelf by force cf eormption in the fame high office for three 
years more^ in fpite of all tibat the Nobl^ of Rome could do 
agaihft him. I by Nobles^Sir } for by admitting /^/r^^iW^f into 
all high offices, the diftin6lion between Patricians and Plebeians 
had by this time begun to be forgot^ and the dtftinction that 
came in its place^ was that of the NaUes and the People* It is 
true, the NMes^ by the help of Sylla*$ army, got the better qf 
Atarius^ and drove him into exile in Africa ; but the very next 
year^ SyUa being gone with his army into Gteeoe, againft 
AHihridateSy Marias returned, and joining with Gnna^ after a 
territafe Daughter of the Nobles, he feized upon the city and 
government by an armed force, which his party held by the 
fame means after his death, till Sylla returned with his army 
from Afia 3 and after feveral vidories, deftroyed all the heads 
of that party, and reftored what was called the party of the 
Nobles, referving, however, to himfelf a didatorial power. 
. Did theie misfortunes, Sir, render the people of Rsme mor^ 
wife i Did tjiey from thenccf learn not to aim at more power than 
they knew how to make ufe of, or not to put more confidence 
in their pretended patritrts than they deferved ? No, Sir, pre* 
fently after SyM^ death, JuKus Cafar^ though he was of nobk 
extra£iion, put himfelf at the head of the popular party, an4 
patronized every propofition that tended to increafe the powtr 
of the people ; becaufe from the experience of what happened 
in £>^'s time, he faw, that that was die only party that would 
fupport him in, as well as raife him to arbitrary po^er. By 
patronizing Jgrarian^ and fuch other laws, be recommended 
himfelf to great favour amongft the people \ and as he knew 
that military glory and a good army were neceflary to raife hini 
to the higheft pinnacle of power, he made uie of that favour 
for obtaming the government of Trar^lpine Gaul-, to whidi he 
yot, by tbp iame f^^pur, the provineeof Gfrl^m (Sfaul after- 
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wards added ; though every wife man at Rome faw, that it was 
dangerous to join thefe two commands together ; becaufe the 
firft furniibed him of courCe wit(i a great army, and the fecond 
with an eafy acce(s to Rome itfelf, in a condition to feize upon 
the government of his country : but the populace could not fee 
this danger, nor could they penetrate into his defign of in- 
volving his country in a war with the Gauls, or of defiring to 
continue for feveral years in the comtnahd of thof6 two pro* 
vinces : whereas his defign in both, was perceived by the Senate 
and great men at Rome, They faw, that by involving his 
country in war, his defign was to recommend himfelf to the 
populace by his military glory ; and that by defiring to con- 
tinue long in the fame command, he defigned to model his 
army, fo as to make it the army of Julius Cafar^ and not the 
army of the Commonwealth of Rome. 

All this, I fay. Sir, was forefeen by the Senate and great 
men of Rome ; but they neither could recall him, nor call him 
to an account for unneceflarily involving his country in a war, 
without the confent of the people : and they were fo blinded 
by his military exploits, and the favour he had formerly gained 
among them, that it was not poffible to make them fee the 
danger, or. confent to recall a General, who was every day 
fending them accounts of viiSlories gained againft their ancient 
and rooft formidable enemies. There he ftaid, there he fought 
fuccefsfully, till he made the army his own ; and then, inftead 
of difmiiSng his army, as was required by the Senate, he 
marched with it to Rome, and conquered his country. So 
blind were the people to their own intereft, fo ready to affift 
their favourite, in overturning the liberties of their country, 
that the Tribunes they had chofen declared againft the Senate, 
^nd having fled from Rome, took (telter in the camp of Cafar* 
So it was, Sir, in the Commonwealth of Rome ; {o it will be 
in ^11 Commonwealths where the people are vefted with too 
much ppwcr. They are extravagant in their favours, as well 
as refcntmentsj which roakej it eafy for a favourite to obtain 
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fo much power from them, or fuch a long poffcffion of powibr, 
as enables him to ftrip them of all manner of power whatfo- 
ever : therefore, in every free State, it is abfolutely neceflary, 
for the prefervation of its freedom, to have a Senate or Afiembljr 
of Nobles^ or Chief Magiftrates, vefted with a ppwer to give 
a check to the extravagancies of the people. 

Right Hon. HinriPelhamy Feb. 12, 1744. 

I HAVE been charged with giving birth to fcdition in Amci* 
rica« They have fpoken their fcntiments with freedom againft 
this unhappy AA, and that freedom has become their crime* 
^orry I am to hear the liberty of fpeech in this Houfe, im- 
puted as a crime. But the imputation ihall not difcourage me. 
It is a liberty I mean to exercife. No Gentleman ought to be 
afraid to exercife it. It is a liberty by which the Gentleman 
(Mr. Grenville) who calumniates it, might have profited. He 
ought to have dcfiftefl from his projeft. The Gentleman tells 
us America is obftinite ; America is almoft in open rebellion. 
1 rejoice that America has refilled. Three millions of people^ 
fo dead, to all the feelings of liberty, as voluntarily to fubmit 
to be flaves, would have been fit inftruments to make flaves of 
the reft. I come not here armed at all points, with law cafes 
and Ads of Parliament, with the Statute Book doubled down 
in dogs-ears, to defend thecaufe of liberty : if I had, I myfelf 
vrould have cited the two cafes of Chefter and Durham. 1 
would have cited them to have fhewn, that even under any 
arbitrary reigns. Parliaments were afhamed of taxing a people 
without their confent, and allowed them Reprefentatives. 'Why 
did the Gentleman confine himfelf to Chefter and Durham I 
He might have taken a higher example in Wales j Wales that 
never was taxed by Parliament till it was incorporated. I 
would not debate a particular point of law with the Gentleman : 
I know his abilities. I have been obliged to his diligent rc- 
fearches. But, for the defence of liberty upon a general prin- 
piple, upon a conftitutional principle, it is a ground on which 
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I ftMd ftrni } on which I dare meet any man^ The Gti)Hef 
man teKs «s of many d»t are taxed, And ate hdl repreTented. 
The India Ck>mpan7» Merchants^ Stoek-boktefs, Mni^ufkc^ 
toren. Surely many of tbtffe are raprdented in other capaci* 
tteS) ae ownors of land, or as freemen of boroughs. It is a 
misfortune that more are not a^ually r^pt^ftmed. But ^y 
are ail inhabitants, and as fuch are virtually reprefented. Many 
have it in their option to be actually reprefented. They have 
conitedUons with tfafoib that eled, and ibey have ifrfuence civer 
them. The Gentleman mentioned the Stock^holders : I bo^ 
be does hot reckon the debts of the nation as a part of (he lia* 
tianal eftate. Since die acceffion of King William, mao^ 
Mmiftefs, fome of great, others of more moderate abilities^ 
teve taken the lead of Governntene* 

When I had the honour to ferve bis Majefty, there uttte not 
Wanting Ibme, to propofe to me to burn my fingers vrith an 
American Stamp Aft. With the enemy at their back, wida 
our bayonets at their bteafts, in the day of their diftrcfs, per- 
haps the Americans would have fubmitted , to the impofiticm ^ 
but it would have been taking an ungenerous and unjuft advan- 
tage. Thie Gentleman boafts of his bounties to America ! Are 
not the& bounties intended finally for the benefit of this king-* 
dom ? If they are not, he has mifapplied the national treafttfe^ 
I am no Courtier of America, I iland up for this kiRgllotidv 
1 maintain that the Parliament has a right to bind, to reitedn 
,Amtrka. Our legiflative power over America h fovereigft 
and fuprei6e. Wheh it cearfes to be fovereign and fupreted, I 
would advife every Gendcman to fell his lands, if he <Am, atld 
embark for that country. When two countries are conne<£led 
together, like England and her Colonies, without being incop- 
poratedy. the one mufl neccfTarily govern j the greater muft rule 
the lefk \ but fo rule it, as not to contradi& the fundamental 
principles that are common to both. 

If the Gentleman does not underfland die difference bietweeti 
internal and external taxes, I cannQt help it \ but there is a pl?iiri 
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diftinftion between taxet Icirted for the putfok^ of rafing a 
revenue, and duties impofed fen: the rbgftlsitk^ of «rad^, foir tte 
accoaimodation ct the fiffeije£t § dtfa€ug;h in the eof^ttenets, 
&me Te?ehUe might Incid^mtally arife from the lattet. 

The Gentfeman alks, when were ttet CddHies ema^idi^tai ? 
^t I defire to ktuiWj when tbey Were made Ikv^ f But I dwdl 
not upon words. When I had the ikftidur of fer ving bb RiiUjefiy, 
I avaikd niyfelf €>t the me^s of ihfclfiiiatibh which I deriTcd 
from my ofice : I Ifi^ak, therefoi-e^ from knowledge* My 
niatef iais Were good. I was at pains to coUeft, to digeft, ta 
confider them ; and I will be bold to aiSrm, that th<* profits t*> 
Great-Bribiin from the trade <^ the Colonies, through atl its 
branches, is tWo milliofis a year. This is the fund that cat- 
ried you triumphahdy through the laft war. The eftates that 
were tinted at two thoufand pounds a year, threefcore years 
ago, are at three thoufand pounds at prefent. Thofe eftatet 
fold then from fifteen to eighteen years purchafe ; tte fame may 
be now fold for thirty. You owe this to Jmerlca^ This is 
the price that America pajrs you for her protection. And fliall 
a miferable Financier come with a boaft, that he can fetch a 
pepper- corn into the Exchequer, to thfe lofe of millions to tfe 
nation ? I dare not fay how much higher thcfc profits may te 
augmented, Omittiiig the immenfe Ihcreafe of people by na- 
tural prc^agation in the Northern Colonies, and the migration 
from every part of Europe^ I am convinced the whole com- 
mercial iyftem of America may be altered to advantage. Yob 
have prohibited whfere you ought tp have encouraged, and you 
havfe encouraged where you ought to have prohibited. Im- 
proper rcftraints have been laid on the Continent in favour df 
the Iflands. You have but two nations to trade with in Amc^ 
rica. Would you had twtniy! Let ASs of Parliament in 
conlequencc' of Treaties remain ; but let not an Ehglifh Mi-, 
nifter bec6me a Cuftom-Houfe O^cer fqr Sp^n, or for any 
foreign {JoWer. Much is wrong, much may be amended for 
tJJe ^tmi\ ^bod <Jf Ae wl^ptc. 
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Does the Gentleman complain that he has been mifrepit- 
feoted in the public prints ? It is a common misfortune. In 
the Spaniih affair of the laft war, I was abufed in all the news- 
papers, fqr having advifed his Majefty to violate the law of 
.nations refpe£ting Spain. • The abufe was induftrioufly cir- 
culated even in hand-bills. If Adminiftration did not propagate 
the abufe, Jdminijiration never contradi£led it. I will not fay 
what advice I did give to the King. My advice is in writing 
figned by myfclf, in the poffeffion of the Crown. But I will 
fay what advice I did not give the King : I did not.advife him 
to violate any of. the laws of nations. 

As to tjie report of the Gentleman's preventing, in fomc 
way, the trade for bullion with the Spaniards, it was fpokenof 
fo confidently, that I own I am one of thofe that did believe it 
to be true. 

The Gentleman muft not wonder he was not contradified, 
when, as the Miniftcr, he aflerted the right of Parliament to 
tax America, " I know not how it is, but there is a modefty in 
this Houfe which does not chufe to contradiit a Minifter. I 
wi(h Gentlemen would get the better qf this modefty. If they 
do not, perhapSy the colleiftive body may begin to abate of its 
.refpedl for the reprefentative. Lord Bacon had told me, that a 
great queftion would not fail of being agitated at one time or 
another. I was willing to agitate that at the proper feafon, 
the German war j my German war they called it. Every Sef- 
fions I called out, has any body any objeftions to the German 
war? Nobody would object to it; one Gentleman only ob- 
je<3:ed, fmce removed to the Upper Houfe by fucceffion tf) an 
ancient Barony, (meaning Lord Le Defpencer^ formerly Sir 
Francis Dajhwood) he told me, « he did not like a German 
" war." I honoured the man for it, and was forry when he 
was turned out of his poft. 
V A great deal has been faid out of doors, of the power, of 
the ftiength of Jrnerica. It is a topic that ought to be cau- 
tioufly meddled with. In a good caufe, on a found bottom, 
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the force of this country can cru(h America to atoms. I know 
the valour of your troops. I know the (kill of your Officers. 
There is not a company of fqpt that has ferved in America, 
out of which you may not pick a man of fuiEcient knowledge 
and experience, to make a Governor of a colony there. But 
on this ground, on the Stamp- Aft, when fo many here will 
think it a crying injuftice, I am one who will lift up my hands 
againft it. 

In fuch a caufe your fuccefs would be hazardous.— America, 
if fhe fell, would fall like a ftrong man. She would embrace 
the pillars of the State, and pull down the Conftitution along 
with her. Is this your bo^ed peace ? Not to £heath the fword 
in its fcabbard, but to (heath it in the bowels of your country-- 
men ? Will you quarrel ni^h yourfelves, now the whole Houie 
of Bourbon is united apRnft you ? While France difturbs your 
fiflieries in Ncwfbu^land, embarraflcs your trade to Africa, 
and with-holds from your fubjeds in Canada their property 
ftipulated by Treaty ; while the ranfom for Manillas is denie^ 
by Spain, and its gallant conqueror bafely traduced into a mean 
plunderer, a Gentleman (Colonel Draper) whofe noble and 
generous fpirit would do honour to the proudeft grandee of the 
country. The Americans hare not a£l:ed in all things with 
prudence and temper. They have been wronged. They have 
been driven to madnefs by injuftice. Will you punifh them 
for the madnefs you have occaiioned ? Rather let prudence and 
temper com^ firft from this fide. I will undertake for America 
that flie will follow the example. There are two lines in a 
ballad of Prior* ^y of a man's behaviour to his wife, fo applica- 
ble to you and your Colonies, that I cannot help repeating 
them: 

« Be to her faults a little blind, 

* Be to her virtues very kind.' 

Mr. Pitt^ Dec. 17, 1765. 
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I HBRE in my pteo^, as t roprefent»tiv« of the iiatfon> return 
j^»4 drmaod a fuH und impatrttai inquiry latQ tbe cau&s of 
tbe miicarriagQ of th^ no|rtbeni aripyy in an expedition froitk 
Canada* 

It is a great natiipna) obje£l. The crifis of the time^ em« 
fbatically requires \t. The e^iftence of the Britilh Empire 
jepe p ds upon tl^e eyerdons of the military, and the beft foun^ 
Nation for public fpirit is public juftice. In addition to the 
natural animation^ which, as Britoos, the army poilefs, place 
h^iott their ej^es that (econdary ipring and comptroller of hu* 
man anions, reward and puniflunent* Let the firft and snoiib 
glorious reward^ the honeft applauie of the country> be obtained 
1^) a icrutiny into truth, for thoib who i^^tw it : on the cpn- 
Uary, if there h^ been d^Hnqjytency, IfU the fpirit pf Mqnliu$ 
fMTcfide in the puniflunent. % 

^^ T)^ ban^ ^/ ^ i$ over u$, and b«avea 
«* ExaSs fcverity from all our thoughts/' 

If diere ha§ been difobedience ; if unajuihoriaed by cireum- 
lianees, if uneempilUd iy ordfrsf (for I will never ibrinl: from 
4iat plea) a GenersJ has i a&ly advanced upon an enpi|iy» a^d 
•Pg2^4 againft infurmountable odds, the difcipline of th^ ftat« 
it^ould ftrike, though it wer« a favourite fen, 
" /, LiSi9r^ ieliga adpalum.- 

Tbele, Sir, are the means to excite true ambition in your ^ 
lenders, dtefe are the means to keep tbem in due reftr4int \ 
this was the fyftem of the glorious Patriot (Lord Chatham) 
whole obfequies ye now celebrate ; and, could his aflies awaken, 
^y would burft d>eir cerements to fuppoih: it. 
' As for myfcif, if I am guilty, J fear I am deeply guilty • an 
army loft ! the fanguine expcftation of the kingdom difappoint- 
cd ! a foreign war (jaufed, ojr the compienccment of it acce- 
lerated ! an eiFufion of as brave bipod as ever run in British 
veins filed ! and the fevereft family diftreflcs combined with, 
cubiic calamity ! If this mafs of miferies be, indeed, the con* 
i^ueyace of my mifc6ndu£t, vain will be the extenuation I can 
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)jh4 9f niy pcribm} &S4rmgs fatigv^ and bardfbip, bborbus 
4akys and ikepkfs nightf, ill health ^nd trying fitu^cions ; poor 
and ^ifu^cieiit will be fuch atQi>ejnent in the judgment of my 
country, of perhaps ip the eyes of God-^yet, with this dri&gd^t 
fiil ^t^vmdvf in riew* I provoke a trial— give me inqyiry-^ 
I pm lhi| intereAs tH^t h^pg n^o# ewphatic^lly by tbe heartiY 
#ri|i^$ pf m4ft--'«ay foftnpe— qay jioAour-^my he^fiU^l htd 
llnioft fej4 giy feJv^jioB, iipon the t^ft* ' 

But, Sift H '^ ^ cancelation to mp to think thit I ibail be^ 
^v^p ip fonnifei the pply qulprif-^Wba^yer faitf iwny a^t9o4 
the Geiifcr^I who led dar ^rfoy to S^mtoga, their behaviour at 
hiM in^^o^or^bk fp9t iwft entitle them to the thanks of tbetf 
country. Sir, it was |i calamitous, it was m awfuU but it 
was a^ti hionpuraWe hpur«^uripg ik^ fi^fpenpe of the anfwer 
from ^e Qeneral of the <e;nemy, lo the refutkl made by me of 
complyifig with A^ ignominious conditions he had propofed^ 
the countenance of t))t troops beggars defcription-r-^i patient 
Ibrtitude, a fort of ftern refignation, that no pencil norlan* 
guage cap reaipbj M on cyery brow, I am confident every 
breaft was prepared to devote its laft drop of blood, rather 
than fuffbr a prec^de^at to ftaod upop the Brittih annals of an 
ignoble furrepder. 

Sir, sm important fi*bj«<a of enquiry ftill remains^ The 
tranfa£lions at Cambridgje, and the caufe of the detention of 
troops. If I tb^re have been guilty, let me there alfe be the 
only (ufferer. 

Sir, thpre i^ 4 famPUS fipry Uk ancient hiftory that bears fpme 
analogy to my circumftanc^s j and when allufions tend to ex* 
f itc men*s minds to exertions of virtue or policy, I 0iall never 
think tb^m pedaptic pr mifplaced. The event I mean hapr 
pened in an age when Ropian virtue was a^ i^s height* b wat 
-ftat wherein Matdius devoted his fon, a^ thjB firft Decius de* 
vpted bimfelf. A S^oman army, (but up by tbe Samnites at 
CaudiUm) were obliged to furrender t^eir ^rms, ^nd to fubmit 
flf (b^ m^^ ignppiinipus cpn^lkipp gi ]^»iSng under the yokt 
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of the, enemy. The Conful who had commatided them, pro* 
pofed in the Senate, to break the treaty whereby the army war 
loft to the State, and to make him in perfon the expiation, by 
lending him bound to the enemy to fuffer death at their hands. 
In one point of view the prefent cafe extremely differs from 
the example; becaufe, by the Treaty of Saratoga, the army 
was (aved to the State. It is the non-compliance with public 
&ith that alone can lofe it— and here the parallel will hold ; if 
I have been inftrumental to the lofs of thofe brave troops fmct 
the IVeaty, I am as culpable as if I had loft them hy the Treaty, 
«hd ought to be the facrifice to redeem them. Sir, this refe^. 
rence may appear vain-glorious* It may be doubted, whether 
there exifts in thefe times, public fpirit ferioufly to emulate fuch 
examples. I perhaps fhould find myfelf unequal ; but others 
who are moft ready to judge me fo, muft at leaft give credit to 
one motive for ftating the parallel — That I am too confcious of 
innocence to apprehend there is the leaji rijk of being expofed to the 
trial 

General Burgoyne^ May 26, 1778. 

Yoiy have now two wars before you, of which you muft 
chufe one, for both you cannot fupport ; the war againft Ame- 
rica has hitherto been carrried on againft her alone, unaffifted 
by any ally whatever ; notwithftanding (he flood aloiie, you 
have been obliged uniformly to increafe your exertions, and to 
pufli your efforts in the end to the extent of your power, 
without being able to^ bring it to any ifTue : you have exerted 
all your force hitherto without efFeft, and you cannot now 
divide a force found already inadequate to its objeft : my opi- 
nion is for withdrawing your forces from America entirely, 
fop a defenfive war you never can think of there of any 
fort : a defenfive war would.ruin this nation .at any time, and 
in any circumftances ; ofFenfive war is pointed out as proper 
for this country 5 our fituation points it out, and the fpirit of 
the nation impels us to attack rather than defence: attack 

France 



Digitized 



by Google 



BRITISH SENA T-E. 257 

■France then, for (he is your objeft : the nature of the wars is 
quite different ; the y^zr againft America is againft your own 
countrymen, you have flopped me from faying againft your fel- 
low fubjeSs; that againft France is againft your inveterate enemy 
and rival : every blow you ftrike in America is againft your- 
felves ; it is againft all idea of reconciliation, and againft your 
own intereft, though you (hould be able, as you never will, to 
force them to fubmit : every ftroke againft France is of advan- 
tage to you ; the more you lower the fcale in which France 
lays in the balance, the more your own rifes, and the more 
the Americans will be detached from her as ufolefs to them : 
even your viSories over America are in favour of France, from 
what they muft coft you in men and money ; your viftories 
over France will be felt by her ally ; America muft be con- 
quered in France, France never can be conquered in America. 
' The war of the Americans is a war of pqffion ; it is of fuch a 
nature as to be fupported by the nioft powerful virtues, love of 
liberty and of their country; and at the fame time by thofe 
paflions in the human heart which give courage, ftrength, and 
perfeverance to man; the fpirit of revenge for the Injuries you 
have done them, of retaliation for the hardftiips you have in- 
flifled on them, and of oppofition to the unjuft powers you 
have exercifed oyer them ; every thing combines to animate 
them to this war, and fuch a war is without end : for whatever 
obftinacy enthufiafm ever infpired man with, you will now find 
it in America ; no matter what gives birth to that enthufiafm, 
whether the name of religion or of liberty, the effeSs are the 
lame ; it infpires a fpirit that is unconquerable and folicitous to 
undergo difficulty, danger, and hardfliip : and as long as there 
is.a ffiin in America, a being formed fuch as we are, you will 
liave him prefent himfelf againft you in the field. The war of 
France is a war of another fort ; the war of France is a war 
of intereft it : was her intereft firft induced her to engage in it, 
and it is by that intereft that (he will meafure its continuance : 
turn your facp at once againft her, attack her wherever fhe is 
Vol. I. S cxpofed, 
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expofed, crufh her commerce wherever you can, make her feel 
heavy and immediate diftrefs throughout the nation, the peo- 
ple will foon cry out to their government : whilft the advan* 
tages (he promifes herfelf are remote and uncertain, infli£l pre- 
fent evils and diftrefles^ upon her fubjedis, the people will be- 
come difcontented and clamourous, flie will find it a bad bar- 
gain having entered into this bufinefs, and youwill force her 
to dcfert an ally that brings fo much trouble, and diftrefs, and 
misfortune, the advantages of whofe alliance may never take 
cfFeS; or if they (hould be fubjeft always to difturbance from 
this country, which it always ought to be, and which I know 
you are able to give if you once get your hands clear of Ame- 
rica. What is become of the antient fpirit of this nation ? 
Where is that national fpirit that ever did honour to this coun- 
try ? Have the prefent Minifters fpent that too with almoft the 
laft {billing of your money ? Are they not afliamed of the tem- 
porizing condudt they have ufed towards France ? Her cor- 
refpondpnce with America has been clandejline^ compare that 
with their conduft towards Holland fome time ago — ^but it is 
the charafteriftic of little minds to exact in little things, whilft 
they fhrink from their rights in great ones. — ^The conduft of 
France is called clandejiine \ look back but a year ago to a letter 
from one of your Secretaries of State to Holland, " // is with 
*' furprife and indignation^* your conduft is feen — in fomething 
done by a petty Governor of an ifland — while they affefl to 
call the meafures of France clandejiine : this is the way that 
Minifters fupport the chara6ler of the nation, and the national 
honour and glory : but look again how that fame Holland is 
fpoke of to-day, even in your correfpondence with her your lit- 
tlenefs appears, 

Pauper ^ exul uterque^ 

Projecit ampullas^ & fefquipedalia verba. 

Froni this you may judge of your fituation, from this you 
may know what a ftate you are reduced to : how will the 
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French party in Holland exult over you and grow ftrong 5 flier 
will never continue your ally when you meanly crouch to 
France, and do not dare to ftir in your defence : but it is^ no- 
thing extraordinary that fhe flioulJ not, whilft you keep the Mi- 
nifters you have ; nb power in Europe is blind ; there is none 
blind enough to ally itfelf with weaknefs, and become partner 
in bankruptcy ^ there is no one blind enough to ally themfelves 
to obftinacy, abfurdity, and imbecility. 

Mr. Foxy Nov. 26, 1778. 

Ther^ is not in the whole hiftory of this country, a period 
that refembles the prcfent, except the reign of the unfortunate 
Henry the Vlth. His family, like that of his prefent Majefty, 
did not claim the Crown as their hereditary right ; it was by 
revolutions they both obtained it. Henry was an amiable and 
pious Prince, fo is his prefent Majefty : Henry was the fon of 
the moft renowned Monarch that ever fat upon the Throne ; 
George was the grandfon of a Hero ; Henry loft all his father*s 
conquefts, and all his hereditary provinces in France :* George 
has already feen the conquefts of his grandfather wrefted from 
l^m in the Weft-Indies, and his hereditary provinces of Ame- 
rica eredled into an empire, that difclaimed all connexion. 

His Majefty fet out in life with the brighteft profpeds that a 
young man could have wifhed for : poffeffed of immenfe do- 
minions, and the warmeft affedtions of his people, his accelEon 
to the Crown was completely flattering both to himfelf and his 
fubjedh. How fadly is the fcene reverfed ! his empire dif- 
membered, his councils diftrafted, and his people falling off in 
their afFeftion for his perfon. I only fpeak within doors the 
language that is held without: the people are beginning to 
murmur, and their patience is not unlimited : they will at laft 
-do themfelves juftice ; there certainly will be infurreftions : 
and though it is impoffible that the calamities that will attend 
them can be juftified, or compenfated by any good that can be 
obtained by them, yet they certainly will take place. 
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It cannot be a fecret to this Houfe, that the prefent Sove- 
reign's claim to the Throne of this country was founded only 
upon the delinquency of the Stuart family ; a circumftance that 
ought never to be out of his Majefty's recoUeSion. It was true, 
indeed, that the unfortunate race of that name, was univerfally 
detefted in this country, and therefore his Majefty had little to 
fear from their pretenfions : but he fhould ever remember, that 
it was the condufi: of wicked and ignorant Minifters that excited 
that deteftation for them. If there fhould be at this day one of 
that unfortunate Houfe remaining, what a fcope for upbraid- 
ings and remonftrance could he not find in the prefent reign 1 
Could he not fay, " You have banifhed my anceftor from the 
** Throne, and barred the Sceptre from all his progeny for tht 
" mifcpndu£k of his Minifters j and yet the Minifters of the pre- 
«* fent reign, are ten times more wicked and more ignorant than 
** thofe were j and whilft you all agree in giving to your pre- 
** fent Sovereigo the title of beft of Princes, his Minifters have 
'* rendered his reign beyond ^ny degree of comparifon, the moft 
" infamous that ever difgraced this nation." The Minifter, 
though with fuch a load of national cenfure and national cala- 
mity on his head, has the hardinefs to boaft of his innocence j 
but it is not a confcious reftitude of mind that could excufe a 
Minifter from criminality. What he calls innocence may be 
another name for ignorance, and ignorance in a Minifter is 
a crime of the firft magnitude. But the wide ruin that the 
counfels of Adminiftration have fpread through this great em- 
pire, and the miferable ftate to which they have reduced it in 
the {hort fpace in which the prefent Parliament have been fit- 
ting, is fo far beyond the natural effeds of mere ignorance, 
that I cannot help adopting the opinion of an Honourable Friend 
(Mr. J. Townfliend) that there is treachery at the bottom of 
the national xrouncils. His Lordfliip (Lord North) may flat- 
ter himfelf as much as he pleafes in the proteSion of a majority, 
or in the fecurity of the law -, but when a nation is reduced to 
fuch a ftate of wretchednefs and diftxadion that the laws can 
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jifPord the people no relief, they will give a Minifter who has 
caufed the evil but little protedHon.. What the law of the 
land could not do, the law of nature, would accomplifh j tl>c 
people would inevitably take up arms, and the firft charaftvs 
in the kingdom would be feen in their ranks ! 

Mr. Fcxi Ncv. 25, 1779. 

The neceffity of my faying fomething upon the prefent oc- 
cafionj is fo obvious to the Houfc, that no apology will, I 
hope, be expefted from me in troubling them even at fo late an 
hour, (two o'clock in the morning.) I (hall not enter much 
into a detail, or minute defence, of the particular? of the Eaft- 
India Bill before you, becaufe few particular objeftions have 
. been made. The oppofition to it confifting only in general 
reafonings, of little application fome, and fome totally diftant 
from the point in queftion. 

This Bill has been combated through its paft ftages upon va- 
rious principles ; but to this moment the Hoyfe has not heard 
it canVafled upon its own intrinfic merits. The debate this 
night has turned chiefly upon two point^-'-^iolation of charter^ 
and increafe of influence -^ and upon both thefe points I fhall fay 
9 few words. 

The Honourable Gentleman^ who opened the debate, (Mr. 
Powys) firft demands my attention, not indeed for the wif- 
dom of the obfervations which fell from him this night, acute 
and judicious though he is upon moft occafions) but from the 
natural weight of all fuch charafters in this country, th^ aggrer 
gate of whom fhould, in my opinion, always decide upon pub- 
lic meafures : but his ingenuity was nevey, in my opinionj^ 
exerted mDre ineiFe£tuaIIy, upon more miftaken principles, and 
more inconfiftent with the common tenor of his conduct, than 
in this debate, , 

The Honourable Gentleman charges me with aban<Joning 
that caufe, which, he fays, in terqis of flattery, I had once 
fp fuccefsfujly aflerted. I tell him,, in reply, that if ]^e were 
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to fearch the hiftory of my life, he would find that the pe- 
riod of it, in which I ftruggled moft for the real, fubftantial 
caufe of Liberty, is this very moment that I am addrefling 
you. Freedom, according to my conception of it, confifts in 
the fafc and facred poffeffion of a man's property, governed by 
laws defined and certain ; with many perfonal privileges, natu- 
ral, civil, and religious, which he cannot furrender without ruin 
to himfelf ; and of which to be deprived by any other power, is 
dcfpotifm. This Bill, inftcad of fubverting, is deftined to fta- 
bilitate thefe principles ; inftead of narrowing the bafis of free- 
dom, it tends to enlarge it j inftead of fuppreifing, its objedl is 
to infufe and circulate the fpirit of Liberty. 

What is the moft odious fpecies of tyranny ? Precifely that 
which this Bill is meant to annihilate. That a handful of men, 
free themfelves, fliould execute the moft bafe and abominable 
defpotifm over millions of their fellow-creatures; that inno- 
cence fliould be the vi£lim of oppreffion ; that induftry fhould 
toil for rapine j that the harmlefs labourer fliould fweat, not for 
his own benefit, but for the luxury and rapacity of tyrannic de- 
predation. In a word, that thirty millions of men, gifted by 
Providence with the ordinary endowments of humanity, fliould 
groan under a fyftem of defpotifm, unmatched in all the hifto- 
ries of the world. 

What is the end of all government ? Certainly the happine.fs 
ef the governed. — Others niay hold other opinions ; but this is 
mine, and I proclaim it. What are we to think of a govern- 
. ment, whofe good fortune is fuppofed to fpring from the cala- 
mities of its fubjeds, whofe aggrandifement grows out of the 
tniferies of mankind ? This is the kind of government exercifed 
under the Eaft-India Company upon the natives of Indoftan ; 
and the fubverfion of that infamous government, is the main 
objefl of the Bill in queftion. But in the progrefs of accom- 
plifliing this end, it is objeded that the Charter of the Com- 
pany fliould not be violated ; and upon this point. Sir, I fliall 
deliver my opinion without difguife, A Charter is a truft to 
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one or more peifons for fome given benefit. If this truft be 
abufed, if the benefit be not ob'tained, and that its failure arife$ 
from palpable guilt, or. (what in this cafe is full as bad) fronv 
palpable ignorance or mifmanagement, will any man gravely 
fay, that truft fliould not be refumed> and delivered to Qther 
hands ; more efpccially in the cafe of the Eaft-India Company, 
whofe manner of executing this truft, whofe laxity and languor 
produced, and tend to produce, confequcnces diametrically op - 
pofite to the ends of confiding that truft, and of the inftitution 
for which it was granted ? — I beg of Gentlemen to be. aware 
of the lengths to which their arguments upon the intangibility 
of this Charter may be carried. Every fyllable virtually im- 
peaches the eftablifliment by which we fit in this Houfe, in 
the enjoyment of this freedom, and of every other bleffing^ 
of our government. Thefe kind of arguments are batteries 
againft the main pillar of the Britifli Conltitution. Some 
men are confiftent with their own private opinions, and dif- 
cover the inheritance of family maxims, when they queftion 
the principles pf the Revolution ; but I have no fcruplc in 
fubfcribing to the articles of that creed which produced it. 
Sovereigns are facr^d, and reverence is due to every King : 
yet, with all my attachments to the perfon of ^ firft Magiftrate, 
bad I lived in the reign of James the Second, I ftiould ipoft 
certainly have contributed my efforts, and borne part in thofe 
illuftrious ftruggles which vindicated an empire from hereditary 
fervitude, and recorded this valuable doctrine, that truji abufed 
%uas revocable. 

No man will tell me, that a truft to a company of mer- 
chants, ftands upon the folemn and fandtified ground by which 
^ truft is committed to a Monarch; and I am at a lofs to re- 
concile the condud of men who approve that refumption of 
violated truft, which refcued and re-eftablifhed our unparallel- 
ed and admirable Conftitution with a thoufand valuable im- 
provements, and advantages at the Revolution, ^and who, at 
this moment, rife up t^e champions of the Eaft-India Com- 
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pany's Charter, although the incapacity and incompetence of 
that Company to a due and adequate difcharge of th^ truft de* 
pofited in them by that Charter, are themes of ridicule and 
contempt to all the world : and although, in confequence of 
their mifmanagement, connivance, and imbccillity,, combined 
with the wickednefs of their fervants, the very name of an 
Englifliman is detefted, even to a proverb, through all Afia, 
and the national charafter is become degraded and dilhonoured. 
To refcue that name from odium, and redeem this charaSer 
from difgrace, are fome of the objefts of the prefent Bill ; and 
Gentlemen fhould indeed gravelj^ weigh their oppofition to a mea- 
fure which, with a thoufand other points not lefs valuable, aims 
at the attainment of thefe objecfts. 
"* Thofe who condertin the prefent Bill as a violation of the 
chartered rights of the Eaft-India Company, condemn, on the 
the fame ground, I fay again, the Revolution, as a violation 
of the chartered rights of King James IL He, with as much 
reafon, might have claimed the property of dominion j but 
what was the language of the people ? No, you have no pro- 
perty in dominion; dominion was vetted in you, as it is in 
every Chief Magiftrate, for the benefit of the community to be 
governed; it was a facred truft delegated by compaft ; you 
have abufed the truft ; you have exercifed dominion for the 
purpofes of vexation and tyranny — not of comfort; protedion, 
and good order ; and we therefore refume the power which was 
originally ours : we recur to the firft principles of all govern- 
ment, the will of the many ; and it is our will that you fhall 
no longer abufe your dominion. The cafe is the fame with the 
Eaft-India Company's government over a territory, as it has been 
faid by Mr. Burke, of 280,000 fquare miles in extent, nearly 
equal to all Chriftian Europe, and containing 30,000,000 of 
the human race. It matters not whether dominion arifes from 
conqueft or from compail. Conqueft^ gives no right to the 
conqueror to be a tyrant; and it is no violation of right to 
abolifli the authority which is mifufcd, • 
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Hairing faid fo much upon the general matter- of the Bill, I 
muft beg leave to make a few obfervations upen th^ repfiarks of 
particular Gentlemen ; and firft of the learned Gentleman over-. 
againft me (Mr. Dundas.) The learned Gentleman h^s.noiadc 
a long, and, as he' always does, an able fpeech ; yet> tranfl-atedl 
into plain Englilh, and difrobed of the dexterous ambiguity ii\ 
which it has been inveloped, what does it amount to ? To aa 
eftablifhment of the principles upon which this Bill is founded, 
and an ihdireft confeflion of its neceffity. He allows the fran- 
gibility of Charters, when abfolute ocpafion requires it; and 
admits that the Charter of the Company ihould not prevent tljc 
adoption of a proper plan for the future government of India, 
if a proper plan can be atchieved upon no other terms. Tkc 
firft of thefc admiffions feems agreeable to the civil m wms of 
the learned Gentleman's life, fo far as a maxim can be traced 
in a political chara£ler, fo various and flexible: and to- deny 
the fecond of thefe conceflions was impoffible, even for the 
learned Gentleman, with a flaring reafon * upon your table 
to confront him if he attempted it. The learned Gentleman's 
Bill, and the Bill before you, are grounded upon the *famp bot- 
tom, of abufe of truft, male-adminiftration, debility, ^d 
incapacity in the Company and their fervants ; but the diffe- 
rence in the remedy is this : the learned Gentleman's Bill 
opens a door to an influence a hundred times more danger- 
ous than any that can be imputed to this Bill, and depofits 
in one man an arbitrary power over millions, not in Eng- 
land, where the evil of this. corrupt Miniftry could not be 
felt, but in the E^fl-Indies, the fcene of every mifchiel^ 
fraud, and violence. The learned Gentleman's Bill afforded 
the moft extenfive latitude for malverfation ; the Bill before 
you guards againfl it with all imaginable precaution. Every 
line in both the Bills which I have had the honour to intrp- 
ducc, prefumes the poffibility of bad Adminiflration, for ^very 

* Mr. Duiidas's Bill, bjrou£ht io lail year. 
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word breathes fufpicion. This bill fuppofes that men arc but 
men; it confides in no integrity, it trufts no charadler; 
it inculcates the wifdom of a jealoufy of power, and an- 
nexes rcfponfibility not only to every aSfion^ but e\'cn to the 
inaliion of thofc who are to difpenfe it. The neceiEty of 
thefe provifions muft be evident, when it is known that 
the different misfortunes of the Company refulted not more 
from what the fervants did^ than from what the maftew 
flid not^ 

To the probable cfFe£ls of the learned Gentleman's Bill and 
this, I beg to c^l the attention of the Houfe. Allowing, for 
argument's fake, to the Governor General of India, under the 
lirft-named Bill, the moft unlimited . and fuperior ablilities, 
with foundncfs of heart and integrity the moft unqueftionable ; 
what good confequences could be reafonably expefted from his 
extraordinary, extravagant, and unconftitutional power, under 
the tenure by which he held it ? Were his projects the moft 
enlarged, his fyftems the ^ moft wife and excellent which hu- 
man fkill could advife \ what fair hope could be entertained of 
their eventual fuccefs, when, perhaps, before he could enter 
upon the execution of ar>y meafure, he may be recalled in con- 
fequence of one of thofe changes in the Adminiftjrations of this 
ccuntry, which have been fo frequent for a kvr years, and 
which fomc good men wifh to fee every year ? Exadly the fame 
reafons which banifli all rational hope of benefit from an Indian 
Adminiftration under the Bill of the learned Gentleman, juftify 
the duration of the propofed commifTion. If the difpenfers of 
the plan of governing India, (a place from which the anfwer of 
a letter cannot be expeded in lefs than twelve months) have 
not greater ftahility in their fituations than a Britifh Miniftry— 
adieu to all hopes:of rendering our Eaftern territories pf any 
real advantage to this country ; adieu to every expedation of 
. purging or purifying the Indian fyftcm, of reform, of imprave- 
mcnt, of reviving confidence, of regulating the trade upon 
iti prpper principles, of reftoring tranquillity, of re-eftablifh- 
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ing the natives in comfort, and of fecuring the perpetuity of 
thefe bleffings, by the cordial reconcilement of the Indians witfe 
their former tyrants upon fixed terms of amity, friendlhip, an^ 
ftljowftiip. I will leave the Houfe and the kingdom, to judge 
which is beft calculated to accomplifli thofe falutary ends ; the 
Bill of the learned Gentleman, which leaves all to the difcretio^ 
of one man, or the Bill before you which depends upon. the duty 
of feveral men, who arc in a ftate of daily account to this Houfe, 
of hourly account to the Minifters of the Crown, of occafionil 
account to the Proprietors of Eaft-India ftock, and who are al- 
lowed fufficient time to pradtife their plans, unafFefted by every 
political fluduation. 

But the learned Gentleman wilhes th^ appointment of a* 
Indian Secretary of State in preference to thefe Commiffioners : 
in all the learned Gentleman^ ideas on the government of In- 
dia, the notion of a new Secretary of State for the Indian de- 
partment fprings up, and feems to be cberifhed with the fond- 
nefs of confanguinity * ; but that fcheme ftrikes me as liable to 
a thoufand times more objedlions than the plan in agitation^ 
Nay, the learned Gentleman had rather, it feems, the affairs 
of India were blended with the bufmefs of the office which I 
have the honour to hold. His good difpofition towards mq 
upon all opcafions cannot be doubted, and his fincerity in this 
©pinion is unqueftionable. I beg the Houfe to attend to tht 
reafon which the learned Gentleman gives for this preference, 
and to fee the plights to which men, even of his underftanding, 
are reduced, who muji oppdfe. He laughs at the refponfibility 
of the Commiffioners to this Houfe, who, in his judgmejll;, 
will find means of foptbing, and foftewng, and meliorating t^i^ 

* Mr. Dundas's Bill was to have appointed a Secretary of State fo^ 
the Indian department, and to have nvade the Governor General defpotie 
in India. If the £ai4 of Shelburne had continued in power, it was under- 
ilood that Mr. Dundas was tp be ^he Indian Secre.t<^ry. Mj:« Fox hcr^ 
alluded to this anecdote^ 

Mf^mbe^rs 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



268 BEAUTIES or the 

Members into an oblivion of tb^r malc-adminiftration. What 
opinion has the learned Gentleman of a Secretary of State ? 
Does he think him fo inert, fo inaSive, fo incapable a crea- 
ture, that with all this vaunted patronage of the feven in his 
own hands, the fame means of foothing, and foftening, and 
meliorating are thrown -away upon him. The learned Gen- 
tleman has been for feme years converfant with Minifters ; 
but his experience has taught him, it feems, to confider Se- 
cretaries not only untainted and immaculate, but innocent, 
harmlefs, and incapable. In his time. Secretaries were all 
purity—with every power of corruption in their hands ; but 
fo inflexibly attached to rigid rectitude, that no temptation 
could feduce them to ufe that power for the purpofe of corupt- 
ing, or, to ufe his owa words, for foothing, or foftening, or 
meliorating. The learned Gentleman has formed his opinion 
of the fimplicity and ina£lion of Secretaries, from that golden 
9ge of political probity, when his own friends were in power, 
and when himfelf was every thing but a Minifter, This er- 
roneous' humanity of opinion arifes in the learned Gentleman's 

'unfufpefling, unfuUied nature, as well as in a commerce with 
only the bcft and pureft Minifters of this country, which has 
given him fo favourable an impreffion of a Secretary of State, 
that he thinks this patronage, fo dangerous in the hands of 

' feven Commiffioners, perfe£tly fafe in his hands. I leave 
to the learned Gentleman that pleafure which his mind muft 
feel under the conviction with which he certainly gives this 

' ppinionj but I fubmft to every nrian who hears me, what 
would be the probable comments of the other fide of the 
Houfe, had I propofed either the erecSion of an Indian Secie- 

' U^ry, or the annexation of the Indian bufinefs to the office 
yhich I hold. 

. In the aflemblage of the learned Gentleman's pbjedlions^ 
there is one ftill more curious than thofe Ihave mentioned. He 
diflikes this Bill, becaufc it eftabliflies an imperium in imperio. 
In the courfe of oppofition to this meafure, we have been fami- 
liarized 
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liarized to hear certain fentimcnts and particular words in this 
Houfe — ^but directed, in reality, to other places* Taking it, 
therefore, for granted, that the learned Gentleman has not fo 
defpicable an idea of the good fenfe of the Members, as to ex- 
pert any more attention within thefe walls to fuch a dogma^ 
than has been fhewn to the favourite phrafe of his Hon. Friend 
near him, (Mr. William Pitt) who calls a Bill which backs this 
finking Company with the. credit of the State, a conffcaiicn of 
their property ^ I would wifli to afk the learned Gentleman, if 
he really holds the underftanding, even of the multitude,, in 
fuch contempt, as tj imagine this fpecies of argument can have 
the very flighteft efFeS ? The multitude know the fallacy of it 
as well as the learned Gentleman himfelf. They know that a- 
dfffolution of the Eaft-India Company has been wiflied for fcoreS' 
of years, hy many good people in this countryj for the very 
reafon that it was an imperium in imperio* Yet the learned 
Gentleman, with infinite gravity of face, tells you he diflikes 
this Bill, becaufes it eftabliflies this «ovel and odious principle. 
Ever) a glance of this Bill, compared with the prefent conftitu- 
tion of the Company, manifefts the futility of this objedion, 
and proves that the Company is, in its prefent form, a thoufand 
times more an imperium in imperio than the propofed Commif- 
fioners. The worft fpecies of Government is that which can 
run counter to all the ends of its inftitution with impunity. 
Such exadly was the Eaft-India Company. No man can fay, 
that the Direftors and Proprietors have not, in a thoufand in- 
ftances, merited fevere infliSion ; yet who did ever think of a 
legal punifliment for either body I Now the great feature of 
this Bill is to render the Commiflioners amenable, and to punifli 
them upon delinquency. 

The learned Gentleman prides himfelf that his Bill did not 
meddle with the commerce of the Company ; and another Gen- 
tleman, after acknowledging the .folly of leaving the govern* 
ment in the hands of the Company, propofes to feparate the 
commerce entirely from the dominion, and leave the former fafej 

and 
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And untouched to the Company itfelf. I beg leave to appeal 
to every Gentleman converfant in the Company's affairs, whe- 
ther this meafure is, in the nature of things, prafticable at this 
moment. TTiat the reparation of the commerce from the go- 
vernment of the Eaft may be ultimately brought about, I doubt 
not ; but when Gentlemen refleft upon the immediate ftate of 
the Company'ff affairs, when they refleft that their government 
t^ carried on for the fake of their commerce, that both have 
been blended together for fuch a feries of years j when they re- 
view the peculiar, perplexed, and involved ftate of the eaftern 
territories, their diffimilitude to every fyftem in this part of the 
globe, and confider the deep and laborious deliberation with 
which every ftep for the eftablifhcnent of a falutary plan of go- 
vernment, in the room of the prefent odious one, muft be taken 
•—the utter impoflibility of inftantly detaching the governing 
power from interference with the commercial body, will be clear 
and indubitable. 

A Gentleman has afked, why not choofe the Commiffioners 
out of the body of Dire£lors ; and why not leave the choice of 
the AfEftant Direftors in the Couf t of Proprietors ? That is to 
fay, why not do that* which would infallibly undo all you are 
aiming at ? I mean no general difparagement when I fay, that 
the body of the Direftors have given memorable proofs, that 
they are not the fort of people to whom any man can look for 
the fuccefs or falvation of India. Amongft them there are, 
without doubt, fome individuals, refpeftable both for their 
knowledge and integrity 5 but I put it to the candour of Gen- 
tlemenj whether they are the fpecies of men whofe v^fdom, 
energy, and diligence, would give any promife of emancipating 
the Eaft-India concerns from their prefent difafters and dif- 
gfaces. Indeed, both queftions may be anfwered in two words. 
Why not choofe theDireftors, who have ruined the Company? 
Why not leave the power of eledion in tlic Proprietors, wh 
have thwarted every good attempted by the Dire^ors ? 
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The laft point adverted to by the learned Gc;ntleman relates 
to injiuence; and upon his remarks, combined with what fell 
from fome others upon the fame fubjedl, I beg leave to make a 
few obfervations. Much of my life has been employed to di- 
minifli the inordinate influence of the Crown. In common^ 
with others^ I fucceeded, and I glory in it. To fupport that 
kind of influence which I formerly fubverted, is a deed of which 
I fhall never deferve to be accufcd. The aflSrmation with 
which I firft introduced this plan, I now repeat ; I re-aflert 
that this Bill as little augments the influence of the Crown, as 
any meafure which can be dcvifed for the government of India, 
that prefents the flightefl: promife of folid fuccefs, and that it 
tends to increafe it in a far lefs degree than the Bill propofed by 
the learned Gentleman, The very genius of influence c6nfifts 
in hope or fear ; fear of lofing what we haVc, or hope of gain- 
ing more* Make thefe Commiffioners removeable at will, and 
you fet all the little paflions of human nature afloat. If benefit 
can be derived from the Bill, you had better burn it than- make 
the duration fliort of the time neceflary to accomplifli the plans 
it is deflined for. TIJat confideration pointed out the expcdi;jr 
ency of a fixed period ; and in that refpedfc it accords with the 
principle of the learned Gentleman's Bill ; with this fuperior 
advantage, that inftead of leaving the Commiflioners liable to 
all tjie influence which fprings from the appointment of a Go- 
vernor-General, removeable at pkafure^ this Bill invefts them 
with the power for the time fpecified^ upon the fame tenure that 
Britifli Judges hold their fl:ation, removeable upon delinquency, • 
punifhable upon guilt, but fearlefs of po^er if they difcharge 
their trufl: 5 liable to no fcducement, and with full time and au»» 
thority to execute their fun<Sions for the common good of the 
country, and for their own glory. I beg of the Houfe to attend 
to this difference, and then judge upon the point of ijncreafing 
the influence of the. Crown, contrafted with the learned Gen- 
tleman's Bill. 
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The ftatc of accufations againft me upon this fubjeft of /«- 
Jluencey is truly curious. The learned Gentleman, (Mr. Dun- 
das) in ftrains of emphafts, declares, that this Bill diminifh^zs 
the influence of the Crown beyond all former attempts ; and 
calls upon thofc who formerly voted with him in fupport of 
that influence, againft our iefForts to reduce it, and who now 
fit near me, to join him now in oppofing my attempts to di- 
Hinifh that darling mfluence. He tells them, I ouuherod 
Herod \ that I am out-doing all my former out-doings; and 
proclaims me as 'the mercilefs and infatiate enemy of the influ- 
ence of the Crown. 

Down fits the learned Gentleman, and up ftarts an Hon. 
Gentleman, with a charge againft me, upon the fame fubjeft, 
of a nature the direft reverfe. I have fought under your ban- 
ner, cries the Hon. Gentleman, (Mr. Martin) againft that fell 
giant the influence of the Crown ; I have bled in that battle 
which you commanded, and have a claim upon the rights of 
foldierfhip. You have conquered through us ; and now that 
viftory is in your arms, you turn traitor to our caufe, and carry 
'over your powers to the enemy. The fierceft of your former 
combatants in the caufe of influence, falls far fhort of you at 
this moment ; your attempts in re-ere<fting this monfter, ex- 
ceed all the exertions of your former foes. This night you 
will make the influence of the Crown a coloflus, that Ihall be- 
ftride the land, and crufti every impediment. I impeach you for 
treachery to your ancient principles — come, come, and divide 
with us! 

This Hon. Gentleman, after a thruft or two at the Coali- 
tion, fits down : and whilft the Houfe is perplexing itfelf to re- 
concile thefe wide differences, the Right Hon. Gentleman over 
the way (Mr. W. Pitt) confounds all paft contradiflions, by 
combining, in his own perfon, thefe extravagant extremes. He 
acknowledges that he has digefted a paradox ; and a paradox 
well he might call it, for never did a grofler one puzzle the in- 
telleSs of a public aflembly. By a miraculous kind of difcern- 
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ment he has found out, that the BUI both tncreafes and dimlnijhis 
the influence of the Crown. 

The Bill diminifhes the influence of the Crown, fays one : 
you are wrong, fays a fecond, it increafes it : you are both right, 
fays a third, for it both increafes and diminifhes the influence of 
the Crown. Now, as moft Members have one or other of thefe 
opinions upon the fubjeA, the Hon. Gentleman can fafely join 
with all parties upon this point \ but few, I truft, will be found 
to join him. 

Thus, Sir, is this Bill combated, and thus am I accufed. 
The nature and fubftance of thefe obje£iions, I conftrue as the 
ftrongeft comment upon the excellence of the Bill. If a more 
rational oppofition could be made to it, no doubt it would. 
The truth is, it increafes the influence of the Crown and thf 
influence of party as little as poflible ; and if the reform of India, 
or any other matter, is to be ppftponed until a fcheme be de^ 
vifed, againft which ingenuity, or ignorance, or caprice, (hall 
not raife objefUons, the afiairs. of human life muft ftand ftilL 

I beg the Houfe will attend a little to the manner in which 
the prpgrefs of this Bill has been retarded, efpecially by the Right 
Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Pitt.) Firft, the Members were not all 
in town, and time was defire* upon that account. Next, the 
finances of the Eaft-India Company were mif-ftatcd by me, and 
timip was defired to prove that. The time came, the proofs 
exhibited, Counfcl heard, and yet the iflue was, that my former 
ftatement, inftead of being controverted, became more efta- 
blifhed by the very proofs which were brought to overturn it. 
The Hon. Gentleman has mifreprefented me to-night again : 
he has an evident pleafure in it, which indeed I cannot prevent j 
but I can prevent this Houfe and this country from believing 
him. He prefers the authority of his own Conception (eager 
enough in all confcience to mifunderftand me) of what I (!ud 
to my own repeated declarations of my own meaning.: .He 
fuppofes a miftake becaufe he wiflies it. I never did fay the 
Company were abfolute bankrupts to the amojmit. of the dsbt. 

Vol, I, T tut 
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but I t^ii there was immediate neceflSty of paying that giverr 
fum, without any immediate means of providing for it. The 
account of the Company's circumftances, prefented laft week, 
furniflicd matter of triumph to the Hon. Gentleman for the full 
fpace of three hours ; that is to fay, whilft Counfel were at the 
Bar. I made no objedion to the account but this trifling one 
— ^tbat 12,000,000*1. were ftated which ought not to appear at 
• all there, and which were placed there only for delufion and 
fallacy. I never objedted to the arithmetic of the account. 
The fums, I doubt not, were accurately caft up even to a figure : 
yet the Houfe will rccollccft, that the Hon. Gentlemart, about 
this very hour of that debate, endeavoured to protraft the bufr- 
nefc to the next day, upon afluring the Houfe that the Com-' 
patjy would then fupport their ftatement. I refufed to accede, 
becaufe I knew the matter to be mere fhifting, and manceuver- 
ing for a vote, and that the Company could not fupport their 
Aatement. Was I right ? The Houfe fees whether I was : the 
Houfe fees the finance poft is now totally abandoned, and for 
the beft reafon in the world, becaufe rt is no longer tenable. 
But the Hon. Gentleman is Indeed a man of refources ; he now 
gives me a challenge, and I beg th^oufe to remark, that 1 ac- 
cept his challenge, and that I proptiefy he will no more meet 
me upon this than upon the former points. 

But there' is no limit to a youthful and vigorous fancy. — The 
Right Hon. Gentleman juft noWy in very ferious» terms, and 
with all his habitual^ gravity, engages, if the Hotlfc will join in 
oppofmg us to-night, that he will digeft and methodife a plan, 
the outline of which he has already conceived. He has nothing 
now to offer ; but juftly confiding in the fertility of his own 
hnagination, and the future exercife of his faculties, he promifes 
that he %ur/l bring a plan, provickd the majority of this Houfe 
will join him ^o-night. Now, if ever an idea was thrown out 
to pick up a ftray vote of two in the heel of a debate, by a de- 
vice, the idea given a while ago by the Hon. Gentleman is pre- 
cifely fuch : but if I can augur rightly from the complexion 
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dF the Houfe, his prefent will have exadlly the fame fuccefs witH 
all his pad ftratagems to oppofe this Bill *. 

His learned Friend, (Mr. Dundas) with lingular placidnefs, 
without fmile or fneer, has faid, « as this meafure was probably 
decided upon feme time fince, the Eaft-India Company^ whi 
could not expe£i fuch a bloWy ought to have been informed 6f thi^ 
intended proje6t. The Company was evidently unaware of 
this attack, andj in fairnefs, fliould have been apprifed of it.'^ 
Does the learned Gentleman imagine^ taien are in their fober 
fenfes, who liften to fuch cavilling and quibbling oppofition ? 
The Company uriav^are of this attack ! The learned Gentle- 
man's own labours, independent of ariy other intimation, had' 
been an ample warning to the Company to be prepared. Every 
man in the kingdom, who reads a nevirfpaper, expefted fomc- 
thing ; and the only wonder with the nation was, how it cpuld 
be fo long delayed. The Reports of the Committees alatttifed 
the Public fo much^ for the honour of the country, and for the' 
falvation of the Company, that all eyes were upon Eaft-India' 
affairs. This fort of obfetvation had indeed much better come 
from any other man in thisHoufe^ than from that identical 
Gentlemiin. 

If thefe were not fufEcient to roufe the attention and diligence' 
of the Company, his Majefty's Speech at the commencement 
tind conclufion of the late SefBon of Parliament, gave them note 
of preparation in the moft plain and decifive terms. In hi$ 
opening fpeech, his Majefty thus fpeaks to Parliament upon the? 
fcbjeft of India '^-^ • 

** The regulation of a vaft territory in Afia, opcn^ a large 
field fidr your wifdom, prudence^ and forefight : I truft that yoa 
will be able to form fonie fundamental laws which niay mak« 
their conne<£Hon with Great-Britain a blefling to India t and 
that you will take therein proper mcafures^ to give all foreign 

* He was right; for the Miniftrjr had an acccffioa of five tatc$ thfe 
ni^rbc, above the former divifion. 
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Mtlons, in matters of foreign commerce, an entire and perfe A 
confidence in the probity, punctuality, and gjpod order of ouc 
government* You may be alFured that whatever depends upon 
me,, fliall be executed with a fieadinefs, which can alone pre- 
firrve that part of my dominions, or the commerce which arifes- 
from it." 

The learned Gentleman, who knows more of the diipoiitions 
of the Cabinet at that time than I do, can better tell, whether 
any meafure of this nature was then intended. The words are 
very wide, and feem to portend at leaft fomcthing^ very im- 
portant i but whether any thing, fimilar to this meaiiire was 
meantj^ as thU paflage feents to imply, or not,, is indiffei:en& 
to the point in queftion. This is clear from it, that it gives^ 
a very ceremonious warning to the Eaft-India Company; 
enough furely to expofc the weaknefs and futility of the learn- 
ed Gentleman's remark. The changes and circumftances of 
the Cabinet, in the courfe of the laft feflion, can be the only 
excuie for the delay of fome decifive meafure with regard to 
India : and if in addition to all theie, any thing more is re- 
q^iflte to confirm the notoriety of Parliament's being to enter 
upon the buiinefs, the following paragraph of the King's cloiing. 
Speech, laft July, completes the mafs of evidence ag^inft the 
leiarned Gentleman. 

Mis Majefty, after intimating a belief that he iball be 
obliged to call his Parliament together earlier than ufiial, thus, 
fpeaks : — 

" The confideration of the affairs of the Eaft-Indies wiJl re- 
quire to be refumed as early as poflible,. and to be purfued with 
a feriou^ and unremiting attention." Superadd to all this, the 
part of the Krng's opening ipeech. this year upon India ; and if 
the whole do not conftituteTufflcient tcftimony that the Com- 
pany had full notice, nothing can. 

Yet, notwithftanding all this, the Jearned Gentleman ac- 
cufcs us oi furprtjing the Company ; and his Right Honourable 
III lend, iii hopes his prop<^lal of another Bill may have weight 
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in the divifion— repeats the hacknied charge of precipHdtidnr, and 
forces the argument for delay in a taunt, ^< that we vnUi to 
** get rid of our torments, ty fending this Bill to the other 
^' Houfe." The Honourable Gentleman's talents are fplendid 
and various; but I aflure him, that all bis* efforts, for (he laft 
•eight days, have not given me a fingle torment. Were I to 
chufe a fpecies of oppofitlon to infure a minifterial tranquillity, 
it would be the kind of opppfition which this Bill has received^ 
in which every thing brought to confute^ has tended to con* 
firm, and in which the arguments adduced to expofe the weak- 
nefs, have furniflicd materials to eftablifli the c^^rifdom of tbe 
meafure : fo impoffible is it, without fomething of a tolerable 
caufe, even for the Rig|ht Honourable Gentleman's siilities to 
have ^eft, though his genius may mak« a flourifliiiig antJ fu- 
^rior figure in the attempt. 

Before I proceed to the other parts of the debate, I wiDi 
to fay one word upon a remark of the learned Gentleman: 
he fays, that the claufe relative to the zemindars was fug- 
gefted by his obfervations. God forbid I fliouM detraS from 
the merit, or diminifli the defert of any man. Undoubtedly 
that excellent part of the Regulation Bill derives from the learn- 
ed Gentleman^ and if he were in this Houfe when I introduced 
the fubjeft of India, he would have known that I did him full 
-and complete juftice upon that point. 

My Noble Friend (Lord John Cavcndilh) ha-s faid, this Bill * 
does not arife from the poverty of the Company, but that 
liberal policy and national honour demanded it. Upon the laft 
day this Bill was debated, I confined myfelf chiefly to the de- 
monftration of the fallacy and impofturc of tliat notable fchedule 
prefented by the Eaft- India Company ; and having proved its 
faSfehood, I can now with the greater fafety declare, that if 
every fcilling of that fiftitious property was real and forth com- 
ing, a Bill of this nature was not therefore the lefe neceflary. 
i thought we were fiilly underftood upon this point, from the 
cipening fpeech in this bufinefs, which did not fb degrade the 
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jucafurc ^ to fay it originated in die poverty of the Company, 
.vhich, as my Noble Friend rightly remarfcs, was the fmalleft 
reafon to its adoption, and which ppinion is not, as the Right 
Honourable Gentleman infinuatcs, " {hifting," but recogni- 
fmg ikid recording ^hc true grounds of the Bill. If any mif- 
underftanding then has hitherto taken place upon this head, 
it will, I truft, ceafc henceforth ; and fo odious a libel upon 
this country will not pafs current, as that fordid motives pnly 
induced the government of England to that which we^ were 
bound to do, as politicians, as Chriftians, and as men, by 
every confi^ation which makes a nation reipeaable, g^e^, 
and glorious ! 

Having vindicated the Bill from this afperfion, and founded 
it upon that bafis which every honeft and fcnfible man in Eng- 
land muft approve, I may be allowed to fay that fome regard 
may be had even to the mean and mercenary upon this fubje<^ 
(a portion of whom we have here, in conimon with all other 
countries.) Will fuch men endure with temper a conftant drain 
upon this kingdom, for the fake of this monopolizing Corpora- 
tion ? Will thofe, for inftance, who clamour againft a two- 
pertpy tax, afford, with good humour, million after million to 
the Eaft-India Company ? The Sinking Fund is at this mo- 
jnent a rnilliOn the worfe for the deficiencies of the Company^ 
and as the Noble Lord (Lord John) fays, an extent muft it\ 
three weeks arreft their property, if Parliament does not inter- 
pofc or enable them tp difcharge a part of their debt to the 
Crown, Ut thofe, therefore, who think the copimercfi 
ought to be inftantly feparated from the domlniori, (were 
that at this time poffible) and who think it ought to be lefjt* 
whoUy in the prefent hands, refleft, that the formation of a 
vigorous fjftem of goveryiment for India is not more incum- 
bent upon us, than the cftablifhnient of the eaftern trade upon 
fuch principles of folidity and fltnefs, as fhall give fome juft 
hopes tUt the jpublid m^y be fpecdily relieved from the 
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mosftrous prefTure of conflantly fupporting the indigence of tkc 
JCoinpany. 

I have ipoke of myfelf ^ery oftca in the courfe of what I have 
iaid this night, and muft fpeak ftill more frequently in the 
courfe of what I have to fay: the Houfe will fee this aukwaxd 
tajQc is rendered indifpenfable, infinitely more having been faid 
roncerntng me, during the debate, than concerning the quef- 
tion, which is the proper fubjecSt of agitation. The Right Ho- 
nourable Gentleman (Mr. Pitt) feys, that nothing ever hap- 
|>cned to give him an impreiEon of my charaSter, or to prevent 
a mutual confidence. He feys rightly; there have been in- 
terchanges of civility, and amicable habits between us, in 
which I truft I have given him no caufe to complain. But 

» 9fter pronouncing a brilliant eulogy upon me and my capa- 

~rity to ferve jhe country, the Honourable Gentleman con- 
/iders me at the fame time the moft dangerous man in the 
kingdom, (Mr. Pitt faid acrofs the Houfe, " dangerous only 

' ^' /rem this mea/ure.'* To which Mr. Fox iriftantly made this 
rejJy) I call upon the Hou(^ to attend to the Honourable Gen- 
tleman ; he thinks me dangerous only from this meafure, ahd. 
confefles, that hitherto he has feen nothing in my conduft 
to obliterate his good opinion. Compare this with his op- 
pofition duri^ig the laft and the prefent feflion. Let every man 
refledi, that up to this moment the Honourable Gentleman 
jdeemed me worthy of confidence, and competent to my fitu- 
aaon in the State. I thank him for the fupport he has 
£&brded to the Minifter he thus efteemed, and (ha^ not prcfs 
the advantage he gives me, farther than leaving to himfelf 
to reconcile his praftice and his doctrine in the heft manner 
he can. 

The Honourable Gentleman could not for one night pafs 
by the Coalition^ yet I think he might have chofen a fitter 
time to exprefs his indignation againft the Noble Lord (Lord 

Korth) than the prefent momeat. An attack upon the Nbble 
jword in his prefence would bear a more liberal colour ^ and the 
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caufe of his abfence now through indifpofition, would furdy 
rather difarm than irjitate a generous enemy. There are dif- 
tinftions in hatred, and the direft foes upon fucb occafions 
moderate their averfion. The Coalition is, however, 'a fruitful 
topic, and the power of traducing it, which the weakeft and 
roeaneft creatures in the country enjoy and exercife, is of courfe 
equally veiled in men of rank and parts, though every man of 
parts and rank would not be apt to participate the privilege. 
Upon the Coalition, the Honourable Gentleman is welcome to 
employ his ingenuity, but upon another fubje£t alluded to him, 
I fliall beg leave to advife, nay even to inftru£t him. 

In what fyftem of ethics will the Honourable Gentleman 
find the precept taught of ripping up old fores, and revivng 
animofities among individuals, of which the parties themfelves 
retain no memory i This lund of prance may incur a much 
worfe charge than weaknefs of underfianding, and fubjed ^ 
man to much greater imputations than are commonly applied 
to political miftakes or party violence. The foundnefe of the 
heart may be liable to fufpicion, and the moral charadler be in 
flanger of fuiFering by it, in the opinion of mankind. To 
cover the heats, and obliterate the fenfe of former quarrels 
between two perfons, is a very diftinguiQied virtue : to renew 
tjie fubjcd of fucb differences, and attempt the revival oi futh 
difputcs, deferves a name which I could give it, if that Hon. 
Gentleman had not forgotten himfelf, and fallen into fome fuch 
deviation. He values himfelf, I doubt not, too much, again to 
make a fimilar flip, and muft even feel thankful to me for the 
counfel I thus take the libeny to give him. 

An Honourable Gentleman under the gallery, (Mr. Martin) 
to whom an abufe of the Coalition feems a fort of luxury, 
wiflles that a ftarling were at the right hand of the chair to cry 
out difgraceful Coalition ! Sir, upon this fubje& I (hall fay but 
few words : 

The calamitous fituation of this country required an Ad- 
miniftration whofe (lability could give it a tone of ikmnefs with 
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fi>reign nations, and promife' fome hope of reftoring the fad^d 
glories of the country^ Such an Adminiftration could not be 
formed without fome jun£lion of parties \ and if former dif- 
ferences were to be an infurmountable barrier to union, no 
chance of falvation remained for the country, as it is well 
known, that four public men could not be found, who had 
not, at one time or other, taken oppofite fides in politics. The 
great caufe of diflFerencc between us and the Noble Lord in 
the blue ribband no longer exifted \ his peribhal chara£ler ftood 
high \ and thinkipg it fafer to truft him than thofe who had 
before deceived us, we preferred to unite with the Noble Lord* 
A fimilar junfiion, in 1757, ^g^^^^ which a fimijar clamour 
was raifed, faved the empire from ruin, and raifed it above 
the rivalihip of all its enemies. The country, when we came 
into of&ce, bore not a very aufpicious complexion ; yet. Sir, I 
do not defpair of feeing it once again refumc its confequence 
in the fcale of nations, and make as fplendid a figure as ever^ 
Thofe who have afTerted the impoffibiltty of our agreeing with 
the Noble Lord and his friends, were bXk prophets } for events 
have belled their augury. We have differed like men, and 
like men we have agreed. 

A body of the bcft and honefteft mert in this Houfe, who 
ferve their country without any other reward than the glory of 
the difintercfted difcharge of their public duty, approved that 
junftion, and fanfiify the meafure by their cordial fupport. 

Such, Sir, is this Coalition, which the ftate of the country 
rendered indifpenfable ; and for which the hiftory of every 
country records a thoufand precedents, yet to this the term dif^' 
graceful is applied. Is it not extraordinary, then, that Gen- 
tlemen (hculd be under fuch fpells of falfe delufipn, as not to 
fee, that if calling it difgraceful makes it fo, thefe epithets ope- 
rate with, equal force againft themfclves. If the coalition h^ 
difgraceful, what is the anti-^oalstion ? When I fee the Right 
Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Pitt) furrounded by the early ob- 
jefls of his political, nay his hereditary hatred, and hear him 
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revile the Coalition, I am loft in the aftonifliment how men 
can be fo blind to their own fituation, as to attempt to wound 
us in this particular point, poffeffed as we are erf the power of 
returning the fame blow, with the vulnerable part ftaring us 
direSly in the face. If the Honourable Gentleman under the 
gallery wiibes that a ftarling were perched upon the right-hand 
of the chair, I tell him, that the wifli is juft as reafonable, to 
have another ftarling upon the left-haDd of the chair, to chirp 
up coalition ^ainft caalieiorij and fo barinoni2^ their mutual dif- 
grace, if diigrace there be. 

V/ith the fame confiftency, an Honourable Gentleman caUs 
us dcfertets^-'-^^us ! a £pw cold and difaftdtcd members fall off, 
then turn about, and, to palliate their own defedion, call the 
body of the army deferten ! We have not dcfcrted j here wc 
are a firm phalgnx. Deferted indeed we have been in the mo- 
ipent of difafter, but never deje£ked, and feldom complaining. 
Some of thofe who rofe upon our wteck,* and who eagerly 
grafped that power which we had the labour of erfji^ing^ now 
call us deferters. We retort the term with juft indignation* 
Yet whilft they prcfumc we have the attributes of men, they 
would expcft us to have the obduracy of favages. They would 
have our refentments infatiate, our rancour eternal. In our 
opinion, an oblivion of ufelefs animofity is much more noble j 
••^nd in that, the conduS of our accufers goes hand in hand 
with us. But I beg the Houfe, and I virifti the world toob- 
ferve, that although, like them, we have abandoned qur enmi- 
ties, we have not, like thepi, relinquifhed our friendftiips: 
but there are a fet of men, who, froni the mere vanity cf 
having confequence as decifive voters, objedl to all ftable Go- 
yernmentj thefe men hate to fee V^ Adminiftration fo fixed, 
as not XJb be moveable by their vote. They afllime their dig- 
nity on the mere negative merit of not accepting places, and 
in the pride of this felf-denial, and the vanity of fancied in- 
dependence, they objeft to every fyftem that has a folid bafu, 
l^eipfe their confequence is unfelt. Of f\ich m^h I cannot be 
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the pan€gyrift, and I am forry that fome fuch m^n are fitno^i 
the mod eflimable in the Houfe* 

An Honourable Gentletnq^ advif&s me for the future, . not to 
mention the name of the Marquis of Rockingham, who, be 
fays, would n^ver countenance a Bill of this kiwi. This i^ 
indeed, impofuig hard condition^ upon thofe, who have willingly 
fuiFered a fort of politicai martyrdom in the caufe of that Noble 
Lord's prin$:iples, thofe who furrendered pomp and power^ 
rather than remain where his principles ceafed to be faibiooa- 
ble, and were withering into contenipt. I venerate the name 
of that Noble Marquis, and ihall ever mention it with love 
and reverence ; but at no period of my life with more confix 
dence than at this moment, when I fay, that his foul fpeaks in 
^very line of the Bill before you • for his foul fpeaks in every 
meafure of virtue, wifdom, humane policy, general juftice, 
and national honour. The name of the Noble Lord who e»- 
jpys his fortune has been mentioned in this debate, and will be 
.nientioned again by me; I will tell the Honourable Gtintleman, 
that this Noble Lord, (Earl Fitzwilliam) though not the iffue 
pf {lis loins, inherits, with his property, the principles of that 
Noble Marquis in all their purity and foundnefs; and is as in- 
capable as" that Noble Marquis himfelf, or as any man on earthy 
of countenancing any aft which either immediately or ultimately 
tended to the prejudice of his country, or the injury of the 
Conftitution. I have had the honour of knowing the Noble 
Earl from an early age. I have obferved the motives of bis. 
aftions : I am endeared to him by every tie of kindred fentir 
ment, and of mutual principle, A character more dignified 
and exakid exifts not in the empire ; a mind more firmly at- 
tached to the Conftitution of his country : he is, what the na- 
tion would defire in the heir of Lord Rockingham, the only 
compenfation we could have for his lofs. 

An Honourable Gentleman (Mr. T. Pitt) at the other fide, 
|ias ufed violent terms againft this Bill, and the movers of it. 
Bi^j, I tell that HonpuralJlc Gentlernan (looking diredlly in the 
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Cice of Mr. T. Pitt) that the movers of this Bill are not te 
be brow-beaten by fiudied gefture, nor frightened by tremulous 
tones, folemn phrafes, or hatd epithets. To arguments they 
are ready to reply j but all the notice they can take of afler- 
tions, is to mark to the Houfe, that they arc only aflcrtions. 
The Honourable Gentleman again repeats his favourite lan- 
guage of our having fiizied upon the Government \ his Majefty 
changed his Miniftry laft April, in confequence of a vote of 
this Houfe ; his Majefty did the fame twelve months before, in 
conlequence of a vote of this Houfe. His Majefty, in fo 
doing, followed the example of his predecefTors \ and his fuc- 
ceilbrs will, I doubt not, follow the example of his Majefty. 
The votes of Parliament have always decided upon the dura- 
tion of Miniftrjr, and always will, I truft. It is the nature of 
our Conftkution, and thofe who diflike it, had better attempt 
• to alter it. The Honourable Gentleman called the change in 
1782 a glorious one j this in 1783 a^difgraceful one. Why? 
for a very obvious, though a very bad reafon. The Honourable 
Gentleman aififted in cffe£tjng the firft, and ftrenuoufly la- 
boured to prevent the fecond. The firft battle he fought with 
us ; the fecond againft us, and we vanquifhed him« In 1 782 
his friends were out^ and would be /;;. In 1 783 his friends 
were /», nor would go out. Thus haying done without him 
what we once did with him, the Houfe fees his motive. It is 
hunian nature certainly; but certainly not the better part of 
human nature. He fays he is no party man, and he abhors a 
fyftcmatic oppofition. I have always acknowledged myfelf to 
be a party man j I hav^ always afted with a party in whofe 
principles I have confidence j and if I had fuch an opinion of 
any Miniftry as the Gentleman profefles to have of us, I would 
purfue their overthrow by a fyftcmatic oppofition. I have 
done fo more than once, and I think that in fucceeding I faved 
my country. Once the Right Honourable Gentleman, as I 
have faid, was with me, and our conduS was fair, manly, 
^jiftitutional, and honourablet The next time he was againft 
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me, and our conduct was violent and unconftitutionaI» it wa$ 
treafonable ; and yet the means were in both inftances the lame, 
the means were the votes of this Honie, 

A game of a two- fold quality is playing by the odier fide of 
the Houfe upon this occafion, to which I hope. the Houfe, and 
I hope the kingdom, will attend. They are endeavouring to 
injure us through two channels at the fame tim^, through si 
certain great quarter, and through the People, They are at- 
tempting to alarm the firft, by aflerting that this Bill increases 
the influence of Miniftry againjl the Crown ^ and roufing the 
People, under an idea that it increafes the influence of the 
Crown againji them. That they will fail in both I doubt not. 
In the great quarter I truft they are well underftood, and the 
princely mind of that high perfon is a fecurity againft their de- 
vices : they are running fwiftly to take oS whatever little im- 
pofition might have been pur upon any part, even of the multi- 
tude. And I wifii to refcue the charader of the public under- 
ftanding from the contemptuous implication, that it is capable 
of being gulled by fucji artifices. I feel for my country's ho- 
nour when I fay, that EngUfhmcn, free tbemfelvcs, and fond 
of giving freedom to others, difdain thefe ftratagems, and 
are equally above the fiUinefs of crediting the rcvilers of this 
Ti&y as above the bafenefs of confederating or making commoa 
caufe with thofe who would fupport a fyftem which has dis- 
honoured this country, and which keeps thirty millions of the 
human race in wretchednefe. I make allowances for the hair- 
brained headftrong delufions of folly and ignorance^ and the 
effedh of defign. To (uch evils every meafure is liable, and 
every man muft expc£t a portion of the confequence. But foi; 
the ferious and grave determinations of the public judgment 
I have the higheft valoc, I ever had, and ever Iball have. If 
it be a weaknefs, I confefe it, that to lofe the good opinion of 
even the meaneft man, gives me fome pain; and whatever 
triumph my enemies can^ derive from fuch a frame of mind^ 
they are welcome to, J do not, after the example of the 
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Honourable Gentleman who began this debate, (Mr. Powys) 
hold the opinion of Conftitucnts in dirparagemcnt. The 
dear and decided opinion of the inetre reafonable and reipect- 
able (hould, in niy opinion, weigh the Member upon the fame 
.principle that, I think, with the voice of the nation fliould 
prevail in this Houfe, and in every other place. But when the 
Reprcfentative yields to the Conftituent, it fliould indeed be by 
the majority of the reafonable and refpeftable, and not, as we 
(hall fee in a day or two, fome of the honefteft men in England 
voting againft the moft popular tax was ever- introduced 
into this Houfe, in direft oppofition to thiir own coiivi£tion, 
and mi upon the opinion of either the mote refpe£feble or rea- 
fonable clafs of their Conftituents. 

My noble friend, (Lord John) with his char^eriftic fpirit, 
has faid, that we never fought power by cabal or intriguie, or 
undherhand operations ^ and this he faid in reply to an Honour- 
able Gentleman, (Mr, T* Pitt) whofe condud demonftrates, 
that he thinks thofe the fureft path for his friends; This billj 
as a ground of contention, is farcical : this bill, if it admitted 
it, would be combated upon its intrinlic qualities, and not by 
abufmg the coalition, or raifing a clamour about influence; 
but why don't the Gantlemen fpeak out fairly^ as we do, and 
then let the world judge between us ? Our love and loyalty to 
the Sovereign arc as ardent and firm as their own. Yet the 
broad bails of public character, upon which we received, is the 
principle by which we hope to retain this power ; convinced 
that the fureft road to the favour of the Prince, is by ferving 
him with zeal and fidelity ; that the fafeft path to popularity, 
is by reducing the burden, and reftoring the glory of the na- 
tion. Let thofe (looking at Mr. Jenkinfon) who aim at office 
by other means, by infcrutablc and myfterious methods^ fpeak 
out ; or, if they will not, let the world know it is becaufe their 
arts will not bear examination, and that their fafety confifts 
ia their obfcurity. Our principles arc well known; and I 
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fliould prefer to perifli with them, rather than profpcr with znf 
other. 

The Honourable Gentleman under the gallery (Mr. Martin) 
alfo fays, h.e diflikcs fyftcmatic oppofition. Whether picrpetu- 
ally rifing up with peevilh, capricious objeSions to every thing 
propofed by us, deferve that riame or not, I leave the Gen- 
tleman himfelf to determine, and leave the Houfe to refledt 
upon that kind of conduit which condemns the theory of its 
own eonftant praSicei ; but I meet the Gentleman directly 
upon the principle of the term. He diflikes fyftcmatic oppo- 
fition ; now I like it. A fyftcmatic oppofition to a dangerous 
Government is, in my opinion, a nobk employment for the 
brighteft faculties ; and if the Honourable Gentleman thinks 
our Adminiftratiort a bad one, he is right to contribute to its 
d^wnfal. Oppofition is natural in fuch a political fyftem as 
ours ; it has fubfifted in all fuch Governments j and perhaps it 
isnec^i&ry. But to thofc who oppofe~it, it is extremely ef- 
fential that their manner of condiidJing it incur not a fufpicion 
of their motives. If they appear to oppofe from dtfappoint- 
ment, from mortification, from pique,- from whim^ the people 
will be againft them. If they oppofe from public principle, 
from love of their country rather than hatred to Adminiftra- 
tion, from evident conviftion oF the badnefs of meafares, and 
a full perfuafion that in their refiftance to men, they are aiming 
at the public welfare, the People will be with them. We op- 
pofed upon thefe principles, and the People were with us ; if 
we are oppofed upon other pri^nciples, they will not be againft 
us. Much labour has been employed to infufe a prejudice upon 
the prefent fubjcd; and I have the fatisfacti on to believe that 
the labour has been fruitlefs j (making a reafonable exception 
for the miftakes of the uninformed, the firft impreilions of no-* 
velty, and thd natural refult of deliberate malice) we defire to- 
be tried by the teft of this Bill, and rifk our character upon ther 
iffue : confiding thoroughly in the good fenfe, the juftice, and 
the Ipirit of EngUflnn^n. Not loftv found?, nor feleftcd epi- 
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tbets, nor paffionate declamation in this Houfe, nor all the for- 
did efforts of interefted men out of this Houfe, (of men whofe 
a& in the Eaft have branded the Britifli name, and whofe ill- 
gotten opulence^ working through a thoufand channels to delude 
and debauch the public underftanding) can iaften odium upon 
this meafure, or draw an obloquy upon the authors of it* We 
have been tried in the caufe of the public ; and until we defert 
diat caufe, we are afliired of public confidence and protection. 

The Honourable Gentleman (Mr. Powys) has fuppofed for 
me % foliloquy, aiid has put into my mouth fome things which 
I do not diink are likely to be attributed to me : he infinuates 
that I was ihcited by avarice, or ambition, or party fpirit. I . 
have failings in common with every human being, befide my 
own peculiar faults : but of avarice I have indeed held myfelf 
guiltlefs. My abufe has been, for many years, even the pro- 
feffion of feveral people ; it was their traffic, their livelihood ; 
yet until this moment, I knew not that avarice was in the cata- 
logue of the fins imputed to me. Ambition I confeft I have, 
but not ambition upon a narrow bottom^ or built upon paltry 
principles. If, from the devotion of my life to political ob- 
je£is, if from the diredion of my induftry to the attainment of 
fome knowledge of the Conftitution, and the true intcreftsf of 
the Britifh empire, the ambition of taking no mean part in 
thofe 2L<8ts that elevate nations, and make a people happy, be 
criminal, that ambition I acknowledge* And as to party 
fpirit — that I feel it, that I have ever been under its impulfe, 
and that I ever fliall, is what I proclaim to the world. That 
I am one of a party, a party never known to iacrifice the in- 
tcrefts, or barter the liberties of the nation for mercenary pur- 
pofes, for perfonal emolument or honours 5 a party linked to- 
gether upon principles which comprehend whatever is dear 
and moft precious to free men, and effential to a free Confti^ 
tution, is my pride and my boaft. 

The Honourable Gentleman has given me one affertion, 
whi^h it is my pride to make : he fays that I am connected 
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with a number of the firft families in the country. Yes, Sir, 
I have a peculiar glory' that a body of men, renowned for their 
anceftry, important for their poffeffions, diftinguiflbed for their 
perfonal worth, with all that is valuable to men at ftake, here- 
ditary fortunes and hereditary honours, deem me worthy of 
their confidence." With fuch men I am fomething— without 
them, 'nothing. My reliance is upon their good opinion ; and 
in that refped, perhaps, I am fortunate. Although I have a 
juft confidence in my own integrity, yet as I am but man, 
perhaps it is well that I have no choice but between my own 
eternal di%race and a faithful difcharge of my public duty ; 
whilft thefe kind of men are overfeers of my condua, whilft 
men, whofe uprightnefs of heart and fpotlefs honour are even 
proverbial in the country, (looking at Lord John Gavendifli) 
are the vigils of my deeds, it is a pledge to the public for the 
purity and reftitude of my conduft. The profperity and ho- 
nour of the country are blended with the profperity and honour 
of thefe illuftrions perfons. They have fo much at ftake, that 
if the country falls, they fall with it; and to countenance any 
thing againft its intereft, would be a fuicide upon themfelves) 
The good opinion and prote£Uon of thefe men is a fecurity 
to the nation for my behaviour, becaufe, if I lofe lihem, I lofe 
my all. 

Having faid fo much upon the extraneous fubjefts introduced 
by the Hon. Gentleman into the debate, I £hall proceed to 
make fome obfervations upon the bufinefs in queftion. When 
the learned Gentleman brought in bis Bill lafl; ye^, the Houfe 
faw its frightful features with juft* horror ; but a very good me- 
thod was adopted to foften the terrors of the extravagant power 
that Bill vetted in the Governor-General, The name of a No- 
ble Lord (Lord Cornwallis) was fent forth at the fam^ time, 
whofe great charader lent a grace to a propofition, which, def* 
titute of fuch an advantage, could not be Jiftened to for one 
moment. Now, Sir, obferve how differently we have ade4 
upon the fame occafion. 

VoL,L U larl 
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Earl FkzwUliam has been fpoken of here this day in thofe 
terms of adoyration with which his naa^e is ajways mentioned* 
Take notice, however, that we did not avail ourfelves of the 
fame of his virtue and abilities in paffing this Bill through the 
Houfe. 

If fuch a thing were to have taken place as tfie inftitution of 
an Indian Seeretaryihip, (according to the fiiggeftions of fome 
Gentlemen) this Noble Lord would certainly have been the 
very perfon whom, for'^my part, I fhould have advifed hk Ma- 
jefty to inveft with that office. Yet, although his ereSt mind 
and ipotlefs honour would have held forth to die pdblic the 
fuUeft confidence of a faithful execution of its duties, the objec-- 
tions in regard to influence upon a removeable Officer, are ten- 
fold in eomparifon with the prefent fcheme. The Houfe mud 
now fee, that with all the benefits we might derive from that 
N6ble Lord's chara£ter->— that although his name would have 
imparted a (andity, an ornament, and an honour to the Bill, we 
uflicrcd it in without that ceremony, to ftand or fall by its own 
intrinilc merits, neither ibielding it under the reputation, nor 
gracing it under the mantle^ of any man's virtue. Our merit 
will be ,more in this, when the names of thofe are known whom 
we mean to propofe to this Houfe, to execute this commiffion«r 
(Name them, faid Mr. Arden, acrofs the Houfe,) I will not— 
I will not name them ; the Bill ihall ftand or fall by its own 
merits, without aid or injury. from their charafter. An Hon.- 
Gentleman has faid thefe Commiffioners wiUbe made up of our 
** adherents and creatures." Sir, there is nothing more eafy 
than to ufe difparaging terms ; yet I. {hould have thought the 
name of Earl Fitzwilliam would have given a fair prefumption^- 
that the colleagues we (hall recommend to this fioiife for the 
co-execution of this bufinefs with, that Noble Lord, will not be 
of a defcription to merit thefe unhandfome epithets. I aflUre 
the Hon. Gentleman they are not. I afiure him. they are not- 
inen whofe feculties of corrupting, or whofe corruptibility, will* 
give any alarm to this Houfe, or to this country : they are mei> 
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whofe private and public charaders ftand high and untainted ; 
ivho are not likely to countenance depredation, or participate 
the ^ofls of rapacity. They are not men to fcreen delinquency, 
or to pollute die fervice J>y difgraceful appointments. Wbott 
fuch men as Earl Fitswilliam fuiFer unbecoming appointments 
to be made i Is Earl Fitzwiliram a man likely to do the dirty 
work of a Minifter ? Ifthey^ for inftance, were to* nominate a 
Paul Benfield to go to India in the Supreme Council, would Earl 
Fitzwilliam fubfcribe to his appointment? This i$ the. benefit 
of having a commiffion of high honour, chary of reputation^ 
noble and pure in tbeir fentiments, who are fuperior to the littlo 
jobs and traffic of political intrigue. 

But this Bill, Sir, prefumes not upon the probity of the men ; 
it looks to the future poffibility of dii&miiar fucceilbrs, and to 
the morality of the prefent Commiffioiiers, who are merely hu- 
man, and therefore not incapable of alteration. Under all the 
caution of this Bill^ with the refponiibility it impofes, 1 will take 
upon nie to fayi that if the aggregate body of this Board, deters 
mined to ufe all its power for the purpofc of corruption, thi^ 
Houfc, and the people gt large, would have lefs to dread from 
them, in the way of influence^ than from a few Ali^tics who 
will probably be difplaced in confequence of this arrangement ^ 
fome of whom will return to this country with a million, fome 
with feven hundred thoufand, fome with five^ befide Bie three 
or four hundred thoufand of others> who are cut off in their 
career by the hand of fate; An inundation^ of fuch Wealth is 
far m6re dangerous^ than any influence that is likely to fpring 
from sc plan of Government fo confti^uted as this propofed— ^ 
whether the operation of fuch a ma& of wealth be confidered in 
its probable efie£ts, upon the principles of the Members of this 
Houfe^ or the manners of the people at large, more efpectally 
when a reflection that Orientaiifts are in general the moft ex-- 
emplary clafs of people in their morals^ and in their deportment 
the moft moderate, and correfponding with the diftin6tion of 
their high birth and family^ furniihes a Very reafonable prefump«> 
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tion, that the expenditure of their money will be much about as 
honourable as its acquirement. v 

I ihaU now. Sir, conclude my fpeech with a few words upon 
the opinion of the Right Hoft. Gentleman (Mr. Pitt.) He 
feys, « he will ftake his charafter upon the danger of this Bill/* 
I meet him in his own phrafe, and oppofe him, chara^er to 
charafter : I rifle my all upon the excellence of this Bill ; I rifle 
upon it whatever is mofl: dear to me, whatever men moft value, 
the charafler of integrity, of talents, of honour, of prefeqt re- 
putation and future fame; thefe, and whatever elfe is precious 
to me, I ftake upon the conftitutional fafety, the enlarged po« 
licy, the equity, and the wifdom of this meafure ; and have no 
fca^ in faying, (whatever may be the fate of its authors) that 
this Bill will produce to this country every blei&ng of commerce 
and revenue ; and that by extending a generous and humane 
Government over thofe millions whom the infcrutable dcftina- 
tions of Providence have placed under us in the remoteft regions 
of the earth, it will confecrate the name of England amongft 
die nobleft of nations. 

Mr. Foxj Dec. i, 1783. 

. I HAVE ventured to confidcr ourfclves as re-affembled this 
day, after the neceflkry adjournment of the feafon, under his 
Majefty's folemn promife, that we fiiould not be interrupted in 
our deliberations on the affairs of the Eaft-Indies, and the fup- 
port of the public credit, by any prorogation or diffolution of 
the Parliament-: for, if his Majefty's Anfwer to, our late Ad- 
drefs means any thing fhort of that, his Minifters, who have ad- 
vifed and perufed it, have not only abufed his Royal confidence, 
but grofsly deceived and infulted this Houfe. For the Anfwer 
in acknowledging the urgency of thofe objeds, mentioned in 
the Addrcfs, as reafons againft diffolving, and likewife the ex- 
pediency of proceeding on thein with vigilance, moft undoubt- 
edly conveys^ that the Houfe will be permitted not merely to 
Hxect, bat to^meet for the furtherance of thofe objeds. On the 
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day the Anfwer was read in this Houfe, there were no refponfi* 
ble Minifters prefent 5 but as they are here now, the Houfe is en- 
titled to know, in the moft explicit and unequivocal terms, pre- 
vious to the difcuflion of any queftion of India, whether they 
are to underftand, that they are met again freely, independently, 
and with ultimate effeO. to deliberate on the affairs of India, and 
the other great confide rations that prefles upon them ; or whe- 
ther they are only tenants at the will of the new Minifter, to be 
fent back to their conftituents as delinquents, unkfs they fhall 
recede from every principle of conftitutional policy, to which 
they are folemnly and publicly pledged, and (hall agree to re- 
gifter any edi(S upon the iibje^l which the new Treafury Bench 
may dilate to them, however repugnant to their former opi- 
nions ? For if that ihouki be their fyftemj I, for one, would not 
give up a moment of my time to deliberation which muft be 
fruitlefs, and which could end in the final execution of no per- 
manent fyftem of Government in Afia or Europe j if Minifters 
meet us only by way of experiment, to try our opinions with 
tfee rod of diffolution hung over our heads as the fcourge of dif^ 
obedience, determined, inftead of retiring on a difapppintmenti 
ftill to diftracl and difturb a Government which they cannot 
guide, and to gain, over a future Parliament, by the arts of 
cabal and corruption, which the virtue of the prefent has re- 
fitted, it will become us to know, not from the Minifters, but 
from the Throne itfelf, whether this country is to be governed 
by men whom the Houfe of Commons can confide in, or whe- 
ther we, the people of England's Reprefentatives^ are to be the 
fport and foot-ball of any junto that may hope to rule over us 
by an unfeen and unexploraWe principle of Government^ utterly 
unknown to the Conftitution ? This is the great queftion to 
which every public-fpirited Citizen of this country fhould dire<^ 
bis view, A quieftion that goes very wide of the policy ;o be 
adopted concerning India, about which very wife and very ho-r 
lieft men, not only might, but have and did materially differ, 
Tt^f ;9t4 remov^ of all the executive ^^ vai^t^ gf ^e Crowi^ 



Digitized 



by Google 



5t94 BEAUTIES of the 

while they arc in the full enjoyment of the confidence of that 
Houfc, and indeed without any other vifible or avowed caufe of 
removal) than becaufe they do enjoy that confidence, and the 
appointment of others in their room, without any other appa- 
rent ground of fele£lion than becaufe they enjoyed it not, is, in 
my mind, a mofl alarming and portentous attack on the public 
freedom ; becaufe, though no outward form of the Government 
is relaxed or violated by it, fo as inftantly to fupply the confti- 
tutional remedy of oppofition, the whole fpirit and energy of 
the Government is annihilated by it. That the prerogative of 
chufing Minifters belongs to, and ought to belong to his Ma- 
jcfty, and let no man hope to hear 6om me a fingle expreffion 
that ftrikes at the juft independence of the Crown ; but as all 
its prerogatives, like our own privileges, are but trufts for the 
people, and as none of them can be abufed but by the agency 
©f others, I perfuade myfelf that they will look to thofe, who, 
in an evil hour, have given the Crown the raoft refponiible 
lidvicc on the fubjedl alluded to, by accepting of all the pofts 
of executive power, merely as it fhould feem, becaufe the Voice 
of the people's Reprefcntatives in this Houfe has been recently, 
repeatedly; and loudly lifted up againft them. I ventured to 
exprefs my aftonifliment on a former d2^y, when the Firft Lord 
of theTreafury was not in his place, that when the affairs of 
J/nii^ were the firft and moft important pbjefts of the King*s 
Govcrntpcnt, he could venture to take upon him the condu<9k 
of that Goyernmejit in a Houfe of Commons, adverfe to all his 
idieas and principles on the fubje£):, and the majority of which 
he had on the fame fvibje£): loaded with the moft opprobrious 
f pithets J an expreffion he thought himfelf at liberty to ufe, be- 
caufe after a great and refpe£bbl^ majority had affented to the 
Bill upon the fecond reading, and in the Committee, the Right 
Hon. Gentleman did ftill, on the third reading, confider th6 
friends of it colleftively as fupporting a defperate faction, in aii 
attempt to maintain themfelvcs in power at the expence of" the 
inoft facred chartered rights of individuals, and the nioft valu- 
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^le interefts of the public, wi A many other galling e^preffion«. 
My obje^on to this language, as I explained it when I firft 
flated it, is not fo much be^aufe it was unparliamentary or uiv' 
precedented, though I thought it fufficiently fo ; it was not an 
arraignment of the Right Hon, Gentleman for ufing it, fmce 
pn moft coptefted public meafi^res ^he fame fort, of language 
ivas but too-frequent froip both fides of the Houfe ; but I did, 
as we may all remember, exprefs my utter aftonifhment, which 
J again exprefs, (for it grows oji me every inftant) that the 
Right Hon, Gentlcm^ flioiild hope to continue one day the 
Minifter in a Hpufe of Commons, while that majority, whofq 
principles of government he has thus fo recently reprobated, 
continues to fqbfift : that was, and continues to be my obferva-* 
tion ; and I am not afraid to truft thf? juftice and propriety of it 
to the good ienfe, the dignity, and the memory of the Houfe. 
If the Right Hon, Gentleman retains his own opinions, and if 
the Houfe likewife retains its own, is it not evident, that he 
isame into office without the moft diftant profpe^i of ferving 
the public ? Is it not evident^ that he has brought on a ftruggle 
between executive and legiflatiye autl^ority, att a time wheft 
they are pointing witji equal vigour, unity, and cfifed, to the 
common in^erei^s of the nation i Is it not palpable, that inftead 
of giving ftability, dignity, suid j^uthprity to the Goyerr>ment of 
his country, a^ a time when its affairs are falling into ruin ia 
isvery part of the world frqm th^ want of them, he has crippled 
and enervated all its operations, ftirred dangerous queftions be«> 
tweenthfj Pferpgatiyes pf the Crpwn and the Privileges of the 
People, and wafted the importai^t hours of deliberation in thi^ 
Houfe, in bringing things back to the yery condition they wcr^ 
in originally, when he fteppcd forth, to difturb them. Can the 
Right Hon. Gentleman, or any body for him, explain to thq 
Houfe why the Crown, by its Ai^fwer to our Addrefs^^ (liouM 
promif^ not to difturb" our proceedings, yet flioul^ at the famcj 
moment change the whole eafecutive authority of Goy^rnmcnfj^ 
<^ pUcc it in th? hands of perfons advcrfe to every principfe 
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they had pledged themfelves to adopt, on the very meafure they 
vrere deiired to proceed upon ? Is it not plain to the meanefi: 
underftanding, that it ilruck a palfy into every member of ex^ 
ecutive power, which could not, and ought not to have any 
energy or ftrcngth, when deprived of that vital fpirit of popubwr 
government, which could only circulate life and heat through 
' the medium of the people's Rcprefent^tives in this Houfe ? 

I truft, that whenever the Crown of England removes its 
Minifters, enjoying the full confidence of the Commons, and 
chufe fo ftrange and inaufpicious an hour for that removal, as 
when upheld by that confidence they were planning great and 
neccflary fyftems of Government, and when it riot only chofe 
that feafon for removing them, but put into their room perfons 
whofe principles on the fame objeils the people's Reprefehta- 
tives had recently rejeSed and condemned, I hope, whatever 
iriay be our differences on other fubje£ls, that we (hall be una^ 
nimous in confidering that moment as a great and alarming 
crifis, in which the freedom of the Government is to be decided 
on for ever: and that though we ihould proceed like prudent 
and virtuous men, with forefight and moderation, taking care 
not to touch any of thi forms of the Governmefnt, yet that we 
ihould convince the Crown by our condlift, that the wifeit and 
ablcfl: individual, who (hall ever venture to ftand upon fecret 
influence againfl the confidence of this Houfe, will find, that 
his abilities, whatever they may be, or whatever they may be 
fancied, inftead of being a fupport and prote(5^ion to him, will 
only be like the convulfions of a fl:rong man in the agonies of 
difeafe, which exhaufl the vital fpirit fafler than the fainter 
ftruggles of wcaknefs, and bring on death the fooner. 

Such, iji a few hours, I truft will be the fate of the Right 
Hon. Gentleman at the head of the prefent Government : in- 
deed he neyer compared, in his own mind, his firfl appearances 
in this Ht)ufe, when under the banners of a Right Hon. Gen- 
tleman, be fupported the genuine caufe of liberty, with his pre- 
fent melancholy ridiculous fituation. in it, than he was^dravv{i 

into 
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into an involuntary parody of ihe fcene of Hamlet and liss tto- 
tber in the clofet : 

Look here upon this picture, and on this: 

See what a grace was feated in this youth. 

His father's fire— the foul of Pitt himfelf, 

A tongue like his to foften or command, 

A ftation like the Genius of England 

New lighted on this top of Freedom's hillj 

A combination and a form indeed. 

Where every god did feem to fet his feal *r 

To give his country earneft of a Patriots 

JlfOok you now what follows ; 

Dark, fecret influence, like a mildewM ear, 
Blafting this public virtue : Has he eyes 1 
Could he this bright aflembly leave topleafe. 
To batten on that bench ! 

The Right Hon. Gentleman may profit the lefs from thde 
obfervations, from believing that I feek them, and that I have 
a pleafure in making them : if he thinks fo, I can aiTure hiai 
upon my honour, that he is miflaken \ fo very much miftaken, 
that the inconveniencies which the country fufFer at this mo- 
ment, from the want of a fettled Government, are greatly 
heightened to my feelings from the reflexion, that they are in- 
creafed by his unguided ambition. Our fathers were friends, 
and I was taught from my infancy to reverence the name of 
Pitt ; an original partiality, which inilead of being diminifhed, 
was flrongly confirmed by an acquaintance with the Right Hon. 
Gentleman himfelf, which I was cultivating with pleafure, when 
he was taken from his profeffion into a different fcene. Let 
him not think that I am the lefs his friend, or the mean envier 
of his talents, becaufe they have been too much the topic of pa* 
negyric here already, and botb^I and the public are npw reap- 
ing 
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ing the bitter ijrwts of ^(e igtemperate praifes. ^ It i$ 
fppd (faid Jeremiah) for a man to bear the yoke in bis youth-," 
asid if the Right Hon. Gentleman had attended to this maxim, 
he would not at fo early a period have declared agaiuft a fub- 
prdtnate fituation^ but would have lent the aid of his Acuities 
to carry on the affairs of this country, which wanted nothing 
but ftability jto render them glorious, inftead of fetting up at 
once for himfelf to be the iirft ; becaufe he had too haftjly de- 
clared againfl: being fubordinate, and doing it under circum- 
ilances, which could no>t but for a time at leaft (the fpjrit of the 
Houfe would take care it (hould not be long) difturb and dif- 
pzA all the operations of Government, and difappoint the mofi 
folid intercfts of the public. 

How yery different has been the progrefs of my Hpn. Friend 
tiiat fits near me, who was not hatched at once into a Mbifter 
by the heat of his own ambition, but who, as it was good for 
him to do in the words of the Prophet, " bore the ydce in his 
youth,'* pafled through the fubordinate oiEces, and matured his 
talents in long and laborious oppofitions ; arriving^ by the nar 
tural progrefs of his powerful mind, to a fuperiority of political 
wifdom and comprehenfion, which this Houfe had long with de- 
light and fetisfadion acknowledged. To pluck fuch a man 
from the Councils of his country in the hour of her diftreffes, 
while he enjoyed the full confidence of the Houfe, to give cfFefli 
to vigorous plans for her interefts, and to throw every thing 
into confufion by the introduftion of other men, introduced, as 
it ibould feem, for no other purpofe than to beget that confufion, 
' is an evil that, if we cannot reftify, we may at leaft have leave 
to lament : thefe .evils are, however, imputed, by the Right 
Hon. Gentleman and his colleagues, to another fource — to the 
Bill for the regulation of the Eaft Indies, from the mifchiefs of 
which they had ftcpped forth to fave die coi^ntry^ — a language 
pipft indecent in this Houfe of Commons, which thought it 
their duty to the public to pafs it by a majority of above an 
hundred j; hut which waSjj hawcver, to be. taken to be deftruftive. 
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and dangerous, notwithftanding that authority, bccaufe it, had 
been difapproved by a majority of eighteen votes in the Lords^ 
fome of whom I reverence as confcientious and independent 
opinions ; but the majority of which fmall majority voted upon 
principles, which the forms of the Houfe will not permit me to 
allude to, farther than to fay, that individual Noblemen are not 
always Gentlemen. 

Mr. Erjkinej Jan. 12, 1784* 

After the teftimony of fo many honourable and ipdependent 
Gentlemen who have, with one voice, acknowledged, that the 
Refolution before you, ^for removing the prefent Miniftry, iy, in 
the prefent cafe, abfolutely unwarrantable, I rife with peculiar 
fatisfaSion and peculiar advantage 5 and I muft therefore be al- 
lowed to augur well of the event of this night's Debate. Sir, 
I rejoice to fee the moderation and temper which has (hewn it- 
felf on this day ; 1 rejoice that we meet the queftion fairly, and 
that it is not brought forward as that was, upon which this' Re- 
folution is to be founded, and of which it is faid to be nothing 
more than a mere corollary.— -The former, intportant as it was, 
not only to the interefts, but to the peribnal honour of his Ma- 
jefty's prefent Minifters, was brought before us fuddenly iand 
unexpeftedly at five o'clock in the morning, when every man*i 
faculties for fpeaking, for hearing, and for j.udging properly; 
were exhaufted by a previous Debate of mor« than twelve hours, 
and when a very confiderable part of the Houfe had departed, 
under the firm and very natural per fuafion that no more queC* 
tions of confequence were likely to be introduced. The pre- 
fent queftion, as it is brought forward at a better hour, and 
with a better temper, fo will it be decided upon, I truft, with z 
better and clearer judgment; and I aflure you, Sirj I fliall at- 
tempt fo far to follow the example of thofe before me, and of 
the Right Hon. Gentleman himfelf, (Mr. Fox) as to fuffer no- 
thing perfpnal, nothing indecent^ nothing heated, nothing un- 
' * • ^ becoming 
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becoming the critical and awful hour in Which I fpeak^toefcape 
ciit of my lips. 

Sir, the firft thing I have to obfei've is clearly and diftinfily 
Ais ; that allowing, for argument's fake, a^ual credit for . 
every report without doors, and every infinuation that has been 
made here, the prefent refolution is neverthelefs utterly without 
foundation. « 

What, Sir, is the utmoft that reports have ever faid ? That 
• my Lord Temple has indifcreetly, wantonly, and, if you will, 
nnconfiitutionally reported his Majcfty's private Opinion on the 
fubje£fc of the India Bill, and that in the Houfe of Lords that 
Bill has been by this means thrown out. But, Sir, is my 
Lord Temple a Minifter? Your refolution fays his Majcfty's 
prefent Minifters : Lords of the Bedchamber are no Minifters; 
wbom^ therefore, are thofe men that your refolution means 
to flander ? I call on the Noble Lord to amend his Motion, 
and to name in it the names of every Minifter of his Majcfty, 
on whofe character he means that this ftigma fhould alight, 
Sir, I defy any man even to infinuate that any one of bis Ma- 
jefty's Cabinet has ever had the leaft fhare of that fecrct in^ 
iluence upon which this Motion is founded, and for which it 
is to turn them out of Office. Sir, they are not even accufed; 
they have a right to be accufcd, and they will deny every part 
of the imputation^ The throwing out of the India Bill was a 
matter previous to their appointment, in which they bad no 
concern, and for which they can fhare no blame, even if I 
allow, for argument's fake, that blame is due any where. 

His Majefty's prefent Minifters have, I affcrt, been con- 
ftitutionally chofen by him who has the fole right to chufe 
them J and by this refolution they are by this Houfe inftantly 
turned out. 

Sir, is it therefore for their incapacity and infufficiency that 
you overthrow them? (The Houfe having cried hear ! hear!) 
Mr. Dundas faid, then, Sir, I infift that their incapacity and 
infufficiency fhall be named in the Motion as the ground upon 
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which you at once deny them your confidence. ^ Let this Houfe 
jxidge and know upon what ground they give thetr vote. Let 
me tell you, Sir, our Conftituents will a(k to know, the People 
of England muft and will know, why Minifters named by his 
Majefty are inftantly turned out by the Houfe of Commons ; 
turned out, I fay, before they are tried, and condemned before 
Aey are accufed. 

Sir, if this refolution means any thing;, it is in the nature 
and fpirit of an addrefs, requefting the King to appoint a whole 
Aew fet of Minifters. I am forced, therefore, to view it 10 
this light, fince it is in eflredt pointed at his Majefty, and muft, 
probably, be followed up by an addrefs in the fame tenor, and 
to the fame purport. 

I beg, therefore, the Houfe will go with me in confidcring 
how the Royal mind muft feel, and what fort of language lus 
Majefty muft hold to himfelf upon fuch an addrefs. 

** You fend me back the Minifters I have juft chofen ; hare 
I not then the right to chufe my Minifters ? Certainly yes, yott 
fay. But what crimes have they committed ? What is it they 
have fo foon perpetrated ? Certainly not one aft of their Ad- 
miniftriition is yet pafled. Are they, therefore, without the 
confidence of the Houfe of Commons ? Are they men fo un- 
popular, fo incapable, fo infufiicient, that you will not bear 
with them even for a moment ? Is the Miniffcr who devotes 
himfelf t-o the Houie of Commons, particularly, fo unpopular 
and fo incapable VI had <rhofen him^ I had iingled him out as 
s^man, of talents the moft aftoniftiing, of integrity the moft 
uncorrupt, of a reputation the moft extraordinary. I ha4 
fondly imagined him the favourite of the Houfe of Commons ; 
I |iad been taught to fancy, that in celebrating his name, all 
my^eople joined in one anthem of praife. 
' « Is it for this, therefore, that the Houfe of Commons thus 
inftantly condemns him? Is it on account of his fair fame 
aiid unexampled reputation, that I am dcfired to withdraw 
gny public 4;onfidence from fuch a^erfoa as this? It foUows* 
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ao doabt^ therefore^ that you wifli me to fubftitute charaSers 
as oppofite as poffible to thi$» You wifli oie then to name 
Ibme man or men in whom t can place no confidence ^ fome 
man or men wtiom my People execrate^ and in whom I myfelf, 
in perfeft union with my People, cannot confide. If fuch 
men are tQ be my only choice, if unpopularity, hatred, and 
diftruft, are to be the qualifications and the gres^t cbara&eriftics 
that form a Minifier in thefe days, it would be matter of the 
iincerefl joy t6 me, if the Houfe of Commons would permit 
me to wave my choice ; let the Houfe of Commons name 
their Minifter^ let them fearch out perfons fuited to their pur- 
pofes, only let me not be forced to play the farce of naming 
to them men whom they have fingled out, whom my con* 
icience condemns on public grounds, and whom my People 
tell me they do not approve.'*— Such would be the natural 
anfwer of a King, allowing him to be a man of feeling, and 
a man of honour, like our&lves, on fuch an unheard-of Ad^^ 
drefs as this ^ juft this neceifarily muft be his private ienttments 
and foliloquy on the occafion. Therefore, fays he, I would 
Ibefeech the Houfe of Commons at once to name the men in 
whom alone. they are determined to confide. Already we know 
their names. Let us bring in a BilU naming the Right Hon. 
Gentleman and the Noble Lord exclufive Minifters of this 
Country for a terms of years; for that is prccifcly the fpirit 
and meaning, that, Sir, is^ the plain Engliih of this refolution, 
except indeed that by the prefent Motion^ the Houfe of Lords 
Is exempted from any (hare in the nomination } whereas, if it 
was a Bill, it tvould not be the Houfe of Commons sdone that 
^ould name the Minifter of this country* 

Sir^ we have been told by the Right Honourable Gendeman^ 
that this is a great conftitutional queftion, and not a queftioH 
who (hall be Minifter. I meet the Houfe on that ground, and 
I beg leave to requeft no more favour than this, viz. that 
every man who thinks with the Right Honourable Gentleman^ 
that this is not a queftion who (ball be Minifter^ will vote 
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trlth him, and I am content that all the reft fliowjd vote widi 
me. Nay, Sir, if there is any man m thi$ Houfe who in iiis 
confcieoce does not think, that this refoludon fer ves to tiame 
the Right Honourable Gentleman and his colleague, the Mi* 
aiders and the only Minifters of this country, I am content 
that all fuch perfons, to a man, fliould vote againft mt. I 
feel on this ground very fare of finding myfclf to-night in a 
moft refpeiEtable majority indeed. . 

Sir, I have no perfonal objeflions or diflike to the Nobk 
Lord or the Right Honourable Gentleman ; it is upon clear 
conftitutional grounds that I refift this vote, and I call upon 
the independent part of the Houfe that they will fland forth 
and maintain the chara&er, the moderation, for thus I wi& 
venture to fay they will moft efFeiShially maintain the true con* 
iequeace of this Brit^fh Houfe of Comnions. Let the Houfe 
look well to its condud this night, for this night it is about 
to decide what is the Conftitution of this country. The ai^ 
fiumption of power and privileges which did aot belong to it^l 
has once proved the overthrow of this Conftitution} we aw' 
verging towards the iame precipice again, we are; claiming t» 
ourfelvcs the right of appointing Minifi^rs, wc are difclaimin^ 
the nomination of his Majefty, without caufe and without 
trial: let us conftder this queftion, I fay, without favcair or 
affection, for we are this night deciding on the Conftitution. 
Mr^ Henry Dmdasy Jan. 16, 1784^ 

There are fevcral perfons, ufeful and deferving members ^ 
fociety, who . are unfortunately, at this time, deprited <tf ibM 
feappinefs and comfort of enjoying their hereditary poileffions^ 
Thofe unhappy men have fufFered from the ai^ive part whidl 
their ahceftors or thenlfelves have taken in a late alarming re-* 
bellion, that had convulfed the empire, and nearly overthrown 
the prefcnt Royal Family j but thofe feuds and animofities ar<f 
now entirely done away, and I can with truth and juftice af- 
£rmy that his prefent Majefty has not in bis dominions a more 
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brave and loyal peo|4e than th6(e who pofiefs the mountains of 
the north. They have freqti^tly given the mod: diftingaifbed 
and memorable proofs of their prowefs — their affeftion to their 
country— and their loyalty to the bcft of Sovereigns,, by ex- 
pending their treafurcs, and often pouring forth their blood for 
the defence and glory of Great-Britain. 

Surely, therefore, that people who have called forth their 
military [Ikill for the honour of their countrymen, who have 
often repelled the enemy, who have often added new luftre to 
cur former glorious atchievemcnts, merit at leaft fome fmall 
degree of acknowledgment and gratitude from their fellow- 
fiibje£b,— Their caufe of former mifunderftanding is now no 
more ^ and as they have made themfelves illuftrious in the field, 
they claim the protefkion of the Britifli Adraipiftration in the 
Cabinet. I need, hardly mention, that the people I allude to 
are thofe hardy fons of Britain, who inhabited the mountains 
in the Highlands of Scotland ; a race of men to whom an il- 
i^firious Statefman, in a former war, has paid ibe higheft tri- 
InOR of applaufe for their military prowefs. 

I am proud to have been the firft who called forth thofe re- 
feurces from the bleak wilds and mountainous parts of the 
North, as they have been the means of reftoring peace and 
tranquillity to our dominions, when moft other refources had 
been applied in vain. I, like the illuftrious ftatefman to whom 
I allude, am not too partial to this or that part of the country, 
but freely . confcCs, that I am ftimulated from motives of juf- 
tice and hnoiahity, to make a propofition, which has for its 
ultimate objetSl, the reftoration of property to the real pro- 
prietors, and giving peace and happinefs to fome individuals 
who mprit well of focicty. The illuftrious perfon to whom I 
allude, is the late Earl of Chatham, a name glorious in the 
annals of Great-Britain, and who has fpoken of the har^y fbns 
of the North ir> terms of the moft expreffive panegyric* ** I 
•* am hot," faid he, " attached to one part of die country 
<^ more tbaa to. another* I am above all /^c^/ prejudices. ' It 
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^^ li a matter of Indifference to me, whether a man was rocked 
** in bis cradle on this or on the other fide of the Tweed, I 
** fought for merit w^ere I could find it> aad I found it in the 
*' mountains of the North. Thofe hardy fons anfwered the 
** emergency of the times, and I have the honour to boaft 
^' of being the* firft who called their powers forth into aftion* 
** They were in a manner profcribed and forgotten, till I 
** emancipated them from th^ir bondage^ and helped to wipe 
" away the odium which was illiberally fixed upon them. No 
•* fooner had they taken the field in the fervice of their coun- 
*' tryi thah they turned the tide of war, and bur manly cx^ 
•^ ertions were crowned with fuccefs. They fought our 
" battles,-i-th^y bleS freely in the fame caufe,-^and gave the 
*' enemy to underftand, that Britifli valour was not to be coni 
^' qtiered without a fuperior degree of perfonal courage and 
** bravery. Their fidelity could only be equalled by their in- 
*' trcpidity^ which has fignalizcd their own and their country's 
H renown all over the world." 

• Thefe were the fentiments of that great MInifter, who had 
fhakcn the dominions of the French - Monarch to\he center. 
I confefs; I am as free from national prejudices as the much- 
cfleemed Earl ; and adipt the prelent ppopofition from motives 
of found policy. Tam not attached to one part of the country 
more than to another, and would be happy to embrace an op- 
portunity of {hewing my impartiality. The unfortunate per- 
fons, whofe cafe I now fubmit to Parliament, have been de- 
prived of their eftates for near forty years. ' I do not call to 
queftion the i>ational expediency which has impelled the Le- 
giflature to ena6l thofe laws that have operated fo rigidly againft: 
them; but if, by an alteration of the times, and an alteration 
*"of opinion, motives of humanity could be adopted, it would, 
I am convinced, be worthy of a Britiih Parliament, to alleviate 
the dlftrefles of their fellow<*creatures, by reftoring to them 
thofe poffeffions %^hich they once had a right to enjoy.- Their 
paft atonement demands it as an^£^.of juilice: thetr iyt^Fe/C9n«^ 
. Vol. I. X ^ - dua, 
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duA, if we mty judge from their paft fenrices to the jiate, will 
make it an a£t of national wifdora. They have' already fuf- 
^iered fuiEciently for the part they have taken in the late rebel* 
Hon in 1745. They have been profcribed*-rrAey have been 
forced into exile^^they have frequently been reduceil to the 
moft deplorable dilemnia-r*in (hort, they have laboured under 
every fpecies pf misfortune and affli£lion.rn-Inileadof comforta- 
)>ly exijoying their ov«rn lands and pofleiSons^nftead of paffing 
their time in thcfweet fociety of thpir wives and children— -in- 
ftead of enjc^iiig thofe bleffings which God had in a fc^mer pe- 
riod beftowed upon them, they arerr-exciuciating thought 1--^ 
Roomed to a variety of t\\e moil complicated difafters, and 
forced to fee)c that afyluni and happi;iefs in a foreign land, whicl^ 
are denied them at their native homes. 

I am happy to think that my propofition h^ been frequently 
^n the contemplation of feveral Adn^iniflratipns. I have often 
rnentioned it to the Noble Lord in the blue ribbop, when he 
was Minifter of the country j and I cai| afTure the Committee, 
that, to the honour of his Lordihip be it (aid, he has o(ten en- 
tered into t|ie fubje<a witl^ the greateft warmth and tendernefs ; 
and has on all tbofe occafions aded as a m^n of honour, in? 
tegrity, and univerfal philanthropy. In juftice to the late Ad- 
ininiftfation, it is proper to mention, that they intended to 
bring forward a propofition of a fimilar nature. But the dif- 
ferent Adn|finift]{;ations of this country have of late been (q 
fluctuating, that it has been imppffible.for them to proipcutp 
any fuch dcfign yfiih effeft. However, I can now cpngratulate 
(he People oq the occafion, when the prefent Miniftry will 
have it in their power to^leyiate the diftrelles of thoie unfor-» 
fonate perfons, by reftoring to them their eftates aiid property. 

The immortal Earl of Chatham was the firft man, after thfi 
late unfortunate rebellion, that called thofe men forth from ob- 
fcurity. He intended'to have rewarded them in a fimilar man<p 
ner, as appears from the encomiums which he beftowed on 
|hem fome years ago po ^ qiiejftipn relative to the Stamp<-a£t, 
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•when hie had an opportunity of doing juftice to the merit of. 
^he Highlanders, This defign, however, was fruftratcd j but 
It gives me fingular felicity to think) that what was fo happily 
begun, under the adminiftration of that illuftrious perfonage, 
will be completed under that of his fon ; for I am fully per- 
fuaded, that none will objefb to a meafure which is pregnant 
fjwth the mpft happy confe^uences, 

Mr^ DundaSf Aug. 2, 1784- 



E N D OF V OL. 1. 



Digitized 



by Google 



T^*?? 









Digitized 



by Google 



Digitized 



by Google 



Digitized 



by Google 



Digitized 



by Google 



Digitized 



by Google 




by Google 




I 



